Flood Risk Working Group

Monday 3 August, 7pm at Slimbridge Village Hall

Present: Cllr John Cullimore (JC), Cllr Anna Butcher (AB), Geoff Simms (GS), Martin
Dibley (MD), Helen Dunn (Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Adrian Joslin

One outline budget cost had been received from IDB, and one more is currently being
waited on. GS and JC to visit Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) to discuss contributions. To also
discuss with ECT the ditch on land behind the playing field (Charlie Tuffin and farm
manages?).

GS had been in touch with the school and this has been raised with the Governors who
have been supportive. Possibility of the school applying to the solar fund for a project
linked in with the ditches, GS to help with ideas such as water testing, animal habitats
etc

Request to meet with Highways manager Gary to discuss what works will occur on the
ditch on A38 so as this can be ensured all expectations are taken into account, and this
can be a starting example of the works to follow by the group. Clerk to arrange.

It was noted the survey Highways had done at Kingston Road, and the follow-up on this
between Highways and STW where it seems they have installed a water meter in the
ditch network. Also Clerk to ask Highways about a manhole cover which is buried and
to see if this is to be uncovered?

Drain clearance have also occurred at Berkeley Court and this is now being monitored
to see if it has all worked.

The ditches behind the houses on St Johns Road are generally OK with not too much
work required. Some of the residents are very knowledgeable with the history of the
ditches behind their houses.

Access to the ditches at the far end of the playing field have significant thorny bushes /
hedges. Ideas on this —whether to cut all back for access or to include in the costings
for clearance on the bigger project. Clerk to put on agenda for Parish Council to
consider, with GS and JC to take photos and give suggestions of options

The Parish Council have now submitted a purchase order to repair the playing field
fence, but GS will continue to ask Charlbury House for a copy of their deeds in relation
to any ownership confirmation.

There has still been no response from SDC officers with regards to works on The Close
since AB and GS met with them. Clerk to complain disappointment at lack of response
and cc in district councillors.

Clerkis following up on funding with regards to the Severn Mitigation fund and waiting
for responses on any other potential funding options from SDC.



Drone survey was discussed and it was resolved to do the ‘before’ filming whilst the
schoolis out. Neighbours to be contacted to let them know what is happening and
Clerk to produce a notice for the playing field gate for when the filming will take place to
warn users. Drone to take off and land at the playing field. MD to organise.

JC discussed his role with Severn Voice and how they continue to attempt too liaise
with Canals and Rivers Trust. The next meeting is later this month and it is hoped some
answers may come forward regarding inspections and emergency plans. Discussion
took place on how to move this forward bearing in mind AB has already done an FOI to
get information, so it needs to go further than this such as contacting the MP

It was suggested that once the A38 ditches have been done by Highways, then another
walk around the ditch network should be had to review the works and plans for
progression.

GS has produced and spread sheet of works done to date and timelines for this, and
will continue to update this throughout the project.



