
Slimbridge Drainage Group - Discussion paper/plan dealing with ditches/culvert 

from the A38, adjacent to Rocket Rentals to the concrete header in Charlesbury 

House - 6th April 2026. 

The route as shown on the map, attached , shows the ditch on the West end of 

the field cornering the A38 and the primary school continuing behind the houses, 

beyond the playing fields, down towards the concrete header at the back of 

Charlesbury House in St Johns Road. 

This route has been the subject of a number of surveys including discussion with 

the leaseholder of the land on the West side of the footpath leading to the back 

entrance of the school. In addition the LSIDB have examined the ditches, 

informally and given some views on the work needed and an informal budget for 

the works necessary to clear the ditches. Some of the comments made by the 

Land Drainage Engineer are as follows: 

1. The ditches are in a poor state of maintenance and possibly have not had any 

work carried out for 20+ years. 

2. There are fallen trees in the bottom of the ditch and evidence of cut logs, in the 

ditch the exact type and size as those causing the blockage found in the St Johns 

Road culvert. 

3. There is a general problem of access to the ditch over the length being 

considered 

4. For the top part access could be gained from the cornered field adjacent to the 

school, approximately 40% of the ditches in question.  

5. The extent of the problem includes overgrown trees, years of undergrowth, cut 

logs, a blocked culvert beneath the path to the school and the culvert from this 

area to the ditch in the houses is deemed to be too small. 

6, The area in the bottom corner of the field to the West of the school pathway is 

causing significant blockage to the culvert under the path. 



7.The fence on the field side of the pathway would need to be removed to allow 

access to the bottom part of the ditch for clearing. 

8. From a Drainage Board perspective it is unacceptable to have covered ditches 

in the back of gardens this preventing observation and clearing of these ditches. 

9. It is not clear where the boundaries are in respect of the playing field/back 

gardens in St Johns Road and therefore who is responsible for routine 

maintenance. 

10. The wooden fence between the playing fields and the ditch edge prevents 

access to the ditch for routine maintenance. Dependent on who has responsibility 

for that part of the ditch would determine the acceptability of the fence in place. 

11. Some of the back gardens have accumulated items which could potentially 

cause drainage blockages and flood. 

12. An informal costing of the work has been put at £30k taking approximately  6 

weeks to complete. 

13. Upstream of  Slimbridge Parish is a significant flood water catchment area, 

including the motorway drains. (Under review) 

There are few options to deal with these matters and are stated below for 

discussion: 

1. There is an argument to do nothing as the current state of the ditches does 

hold back flood water. However there are risks with this strategy. 

a. Debris can be carried into the parishes main lane drain systems, causing 

blockage,  which could result in significant local flooding. 

b. The problem is being pushed into the future with certainly  higher costs to deal 

with. 

c. The original design of ditches most certainly took note of potential flooding 

which is now being negated. 



2. The second and I believe the most  appropriate strategy is to carry out the 

necessary renewal work subject to securing the appropriate funding. 

a. This option reduces the flood risk, of the Parish, downstream from the current 

problem area. 

b. There are funding opportunities for managing flood risk, which can be 

explored. 

c. if this strategy is adopted then it should be conditional on: 

            i. Seeking confirmation that the leaseholder of the land to the West of the 

footpath, behind the Primary School, is not prepared to carry out/fund this work. 

            ii. In the event of I., above, the landowner should formally confirm his, her 

intention  in carrying out this work. 

            III. The funding sources should be explored to establish and confirm 

sources of funds prior to this work being carried out. 

            iv. This proposal being agreed by Slimbridge Parish Council. 

 

Geoff 

Proposal to Slimbridge Parish Council - Management of Flood Risk 

Following the completion of the survey of the ditches from West of Rocket 

Rentals, the Flood Risk Working Group recommend to Slimbridge Parish Council 

that a plan is developed to restore the ditch from the West of Rocket Rentals to 

the Header in the rear garden of Charlesbury House. This will include  

• The clearing of the culvert under the A38 

• Investigation of purpose of pipework showing in ditch prior to culvert , 

adjacent to Rocket Rentals. 

• Clearing of the ditches from the East side of the culvert to the Header to 

the rear of Charlesbury House 



• To ensure that any debris/materials, to the rear of properties , are not a 

potential risk to blocking the ditches. 

• The clearing of the culvert under the footpath from the recreation field to 

the school. 

• To clear the ditch which runs parallel to the top of the recreation field on 

the farming field side. 

• To replace the culvert from very top of recreation field into the ditch in the 

adjoining house. 

Land Registry to be utilised to establish the appropriate owner having 

responsibility for ongoing maintenance of ditches, culverts etc 

To facilitate this the owners of each property, with responsibility for maintaining 

their ditches, should be contacted and seek a formal response to meeting their 

obligations. 

In parallel to seek any funding availability to enable the work to be carried out in 

the event of the landowners being non-compliant. 

That a full plan is drawn up indicating order of work to be carried out, timescales, 

estimated costs etc. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


