
Ditch working group notes 

Date: Monday 12th January 2026, at the Pavilion 

Present: Cllrs J Cullimore (JC), A Butcher (AB), A Joslin (AJ), Parishioners Geoff Simms 

(GS) (also Internal Drainage Board (IDB) member) and Martin Dibley (MD) (Volunteer flood 

warden), H Dunn (Parish Clerk) 

JC chaired the meeting 

GS gave a background of the culvert on St Johns Road, and the routes this takes with the 

works that have been done and what is being looked at. This was all shown with a map. 

The recent works on The Close section of the ditch needs to be followed up with Becky from 

SDC, so as to reassess what has been done and if this meets the needs of it working 

effectively. Also to check if the fencing and gate to this area has been repaired. Clerk to 

contact for an update along with any information on the various garden structures that have 

overlapped into the ditch – chase District Cllr C Tuffin on this too. 

JC had spoken to someone at Berkeley Estates and they have said that the ditches (after 

The Bewicks) will be cleared by the end of February.  

There were also other sections shown on the map, that whilst water is currently flowing, the 

ditches do need work. Other areas have been surveyed using a camera which GS has 

access to. It is felt no more camera surveys are required for now. At the Lightenbrook Lane 

end there is a grid which needs confirmation on ownership – GS to check with IDB as they 

are responsible for the other side of Lightenbrook Lane.  

It was discussed that it is important to look at the whole parish, and to begin with 

concentrating on the areas that would affect properties and people, focussing on main 

channels of ditches and culverts. Having maps that identify these and the ownership of these 

areas. GS to source the maps for this. 

GS highlighted the need to have an archive of all this information and GS will put this 

together. This will be beneficial for future generations to keep on top of the situation without 

having to ‘start again’. All letters that the Clerk sends, for example to landowners, to be kept 

on record, so as knowing who has done or not done what, and anything that needs following 

up. 

Discussion on ownership of the culvert in St Johns Road – to date SDC and GCC Highways 

all deny responsibility and the homeowners have no information on their deeds and their 

boundaries stop before this. Options for Parish Council could be to work with IDB who could 

have suggestions for letters to send to SDC and Highways to put responsibility back on them 

– GS to liaise with IDB for assistance; or for the Parish Council to look at ownership – this 

would need advice and noting risks of this and possibly registering on Land Registry. 

JC highlighted that one of the biggest flood risks is the canal. GS to look at the maps to see 

what culverts are under the canal and then this needs looking at when the last checks were 

done on this through Canals and Rivers Trust (CaRT). SPC could contact CaRT or it can be 

taken through with Severn Voice too as this is on their radar.  

Going forward it is important to do two main surveys of ditches and culverts each year – one 

in Spring and one in Autumn and to record this. All members of this group can do this. This 

will then show what needs doing before various weather conditions have an impact. This first 

walk should take place in April and for everyone to attend so as we all know where all the 

various areas and key locations are.  



JC to follow up with the local farmer on the Lightenbrook Lane ditches, where they have said 

they will be working on them by the end of February.  

Another section on the Kingston Road on the corner of Cypress House to Prices Court is the 

ditch where Highways did some works a few years back, and this is likely to be needed to be 

cleared again soon. Clerk to raise this at the end of the month in a meeting with Highways. 

This led onto discussion regarding when the roads are cleaned and it would be beneficial for 

this to align with rural / farming timetables – e.g. a road clean towards the end of September 

after haymaking and carrying straw to locations by tractors. MD to raise this with Stroud DC 

when attending a flood warden meeting later this week. Could additional cleans be had, or 

purchased if required? 

Conversation was had on the ditch where the Battery Storage farm is due to be installed and 

by the Longaston pumping station and the fact that water is always flowing in this area. 

Where is this being fed from? Is this an issue with regards to the pumping station? AB to 

take photos and a sound video.  

Clerk has had contact from STW where they are keen to work with the parish. Issues were 

raised regarding Ryalls Lane pumping station and the fact that a tanker needed to be there 

for a week pumping out the station as it was at capacity during the bad weather. Clerk to 

arrange a meeting with the STW rep to discuss the parish issues and gain information on 

their future plans to manage these types of situations.  

This then led onto verges, which the Clerk will take up with Highways in a meeting at the end 

of the month. This included the conditions of the verges in Ryalls Lane, making them good 

so as to prevent mud going everywhere and to have proper laybys instead of parking on the 

verges and damaging them.  

It was suggested to have a display of this information at the Annual Parish Meeting showing 

some of the history of the waterways in the parish and going forward how they can be 

managed to prevent flooding.  

The next meeting will be the walk through the parish in April. Date to be confirmed.  

 

 

 


