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Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Annual Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 18th May 2026 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman M Stayte, Cllrs E Ferrigno, S Tilley, A Butcher, J Cullimore, A Joslin, 

District Cllr C Tuffin and 2 parishioners 

1. To elect the Chairman 

Cllr S Tilley proposed Cllr M Stayte, this was seconded by Cllr A Butcher with all in 

agreement. Cllr M Stayte accepted 

 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

Cllr M Stayte signed the Acceptance of Office 

 

3. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr C Cox, District Cllr L Green, County Cllr S Davies 

 

4. To elect a Vice-Chairman 

Cllr M Stayte proposed Cllr J Cullimore, this was seconded by Cllr S Tilley with all in 

agreement. Cllr J Cullimore accepted. 

 

5. All Cllrs to confirm their Disclosable Interest forms are up to date 

All Cllrs declared their forms were up to date 

 

6. Declarations of interest on the agenda and where required to resolve any 

dispensations.  

None 

 

7. To sign Bring Your Own Device document in line with the IT policy 

All Cllrs signed the document to confirm they will be responsible for managing data 

and keeping it secure on their own devices.  

 

8. Public 10 minutes 

Member (also a Cllr from Cam Parish Council) talked about the current changes to 

housing requirements and how it would be beneficial for all local parishes to work 

together to ensure infrastructure comes with development. Cam PC will look at 

arranging meetings to facilitate this. Cllrs were in agreement with this and are happy 

to attend these meetings. 
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It was asked about any previous response from Stroud DC on the complaint sent in 

to DCC / CEO on last DCC meeting, to which none had been received. Clerk to 

follow up 

 

9. To appoint members to the following roles: 

• Playing Field and Pavilion Working Group – Cllrs J Cullimore, C Cox and A 

Butcher 

• Village Hall Management Group – Cllr A Butcher 

• Overseeing planning issues – Cllr J Cullimore 

• Footpaths – Cllrs A Joslin and S Tilley 

• Highways – Cllr M Stayte 

• Trees and Green issues – Cllr C Cox 

• Rosie’s Wood – Cllr M Stayte 

• Snow Warden – Cllr J Cullimore 

• Cemetery and Churchyard – Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Parochial Church Council – Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Severn Voice representative – Cllrs M Stayte and J Cullimore 

• Road Safety working group – Cllr A Butcher 

• Neighbourhood Development Plan – review - Cllr A Butcher 

• Biodiversity working group – Cllr S Tilley 

• Flood working group – Cllrs J Cullimore, A Joslin, A Butcher 

It was also discussed whether to have working groups for liaisons with Belong 

school, and the Battery storage. It was resolved not to, but to continue to arrange 

regular meetings.  

10. Solar Farm Community Advice Panel 

• To appoint 2 Cllrs to CAP 

Cllrs J Cullimore and M Stayte to remain 

• To advertise for a new parishioner member 

Clerk to put in the newsletter 

• To review policies and ensure fit for purpose 

Cllrs resolved the policies remained fit for purpose 

• To set dates for applications to open and the CAP to meet to resolve applications 

Applications to open on 3rd August with deadline 16th October. The Community 

advice panel to meet on 2nd November with a Parish Council decision due 16th 

November and payments to be made by January 2027 

 

11. To approve minutes of 20th April and 11th May 2026, as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

12. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• GCC have published the Local Transport Plan which is out for consultation. 

• Ofsted have approved the Gloucestershire Supported Living Scheme which is 

where young people leaving Care are able to stay in a home (similar to Fostering) 

on their way to Independence. 

• GCC are Consulting on SEND plan 

• We have had a response on the timing of the Public Consultation on the 

Speeding TRO, after much pushing. 
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13. To receive a report from District Cllrs C Tuffin, L Green, P Turner 

Cllr L Green had sent a report and Cllr C Tuffin reiterated on the points in this. 

Information included updates on the Local Plan and Spatial Development Strategy; 

Unacceptable behaviour policy; Parish and Town Council charter; Cllr development 

and support; and Local Government Reorganisation 

 

14. Chairmans report 

• Parishioner had reported concerns of the Cambridge Green tree with an elder 

growing underneath it. Clerk to obtain a quote from the tree surgeon to cut this 

back in September 

• White tape on the village hall sign has been done for the car park 

• Cricket screens need more work than thought to remove – this is in progress.  

 

15. Clerks report.  

• Clerk has met with a couple of artists to get rough ball park ideas and costs 

before getting grants and quotes. This is looking to be circa £4-5000.  

• Clerk to meet with a heating contractor to look at service plan for the air source 

heat pump 

• Cllrs e-mail packages have now all been upgraded and should have access to 

various microsoft apps including SharePoint. Cllrs to download this and Clerk will 

practice loading documents to this for all to access. 

• A recent Devolution course attended by Clerk and Cllr S Tilley via GALC wasn’t 

produced according to the agenda and a lot of people were not happy on this 

course. Clerk put in a complaint and GALC have agreed not to invoice for this.  

• National Heritage Lottery really liked the Churchyard tomb project we done and 

are coming out to film it for their promotional videos. 

• Planning application for the Village Hall light is mostly submitted, just some minor 

details on a planning drawing from the manufacturer which is being looked at to 

be submitted 

• Date to meet with Belong school to be arranged 

• Stop cock for the pavilion to be checked and also the temperature of the showers 

with regards to information from the cricket club of them too being hot  

 

16. Planning applications 

Cllrs S Tilley, A Butcher, A Joslin 

• Applications: 

• Permissions: 

• Refused: 

o S.26/0425/VAR Land Within Yew Tree House Churchend Slimbridge 

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) from S.24/1777/FUL - increase 

in height of the dwelling.  

• Withdrawn 

o S.26/0207/FUL Land At Longaston Lane Slimbridge  

Laying of an access track and erection of stables.  

• To receive updates on the Slimbridge NDP review, resolve any actions. To 

resolve to wait for outcome of National Planning Policy Framework before 

deciding on how to move forward. 
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A meeting had been held with an SDC officer and a report has been circulated on 

this. Cllrs have resolved to wait for the NPPF changes to be published, and wait 

for the report from the Officer on his comments on the NDP as it stands currently.  

 

17. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, C Cox  

 

18. To receive a report on the Local Plan and from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), 

and where appropriate discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No report.  

 

19. Highways - receive updates, resolve actions / expenditure. 

• Receive various responses from Highways on last month’s actions 

Reports had been noted on parking issues near to the village hall and along this 

stretch. There was limited action with regards to Wisloe Road junction for speed 

and it was suggested to speak with the lighting team for light – this can be 

included in the June report when looking at St Johns lighting 

Clerk to check on hedge at Moorend lane / St Johns Road. 

Noted that someone has cut some verges in the parish but not all locations. 

Slimbridge PC contractor not due to start until this week, so unsure of who has 

done these works? 

Cambridge island is now growing too tall and is a hazard, Clerk to report for 

cutting. 

Cllr S Tilley has also reported potholes and faded white lines in Dursley Road. 

 

20. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

• To receive report on 20mph plans and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Information has now been released for the 20mph consultation. This will run from 

21st May to 12th June and will be published in the newsletter, website and social 

media. 

 

21. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions. 

• To receive report from working party, including full plan and proposal for works to 

clear more ditches across the parish 

This report had been circulated. All Cllrs were happy with the proposal and for 

further research to be done to put together a fuller picture of works, ownership / 

responsibilities and costs. Clerk to send out some more dates for the group to 

meet again.  

 

22. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

Footpath CSL46 has crops growing through it again, Clerk to report. Cllrs A Joslin 

and S Tilley to meet with Public Rights of Way in June to look at golf course footpath. 

 

23. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report and resolve 

any actions and expenditure 

• To discuss options available for providing water at the cemetery, resolve any 

actions / expenditure 

Cllr J Cullimore and a parishioner to investigate location of water pipe later this 

week 
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• To discuss options of any expenditure for the cemetery or churchyard – plans, 

maps and grave stones surveys 

Clerk to look into mapping services and headstone testing for cemetery and 

churchyard. 

 

24. Slimbridge Playing Field / pavilion - receive reports, resolve actions / 

expenditure. 

• To receive updates on the Pavilion heating and water system. Resolve any 

actions and expenditure 

Clerk to meet with a local company later this week who do maintenance plans. 

It was reported that the cricket club have found the showers too hot, and the stop 

tap under the sink had been turned off again. Clerk to put in a new sign stating to 

leave on. Clerk and Cllr M Stayte to look at turning the water temperature down  

• To receive information on ownership of the playing field fence and resolve action 

and expenditure  

This is still being investigated with a member of the Flood group liaising with a 

home owner on the matter. 

• To receive the RoSPA play inspection report and resolve actions / expenditure 

This was circulated. Clerk to meet with the maintenance contractor to see what 

jobs can be carried out and costs. 

 

25. To receive Biodiversity action plan and resolve any actions / expenditure 

A number of quick wins and long term projects were circulated for the playing field 

including bird boxes, planters, orchard etc. Councillors resolved that the plans were 

good in principle and will now look at implementing through grants, budget and 

volunteer work. 

   

26. To receive report for establishing allotments in the parish based on Clerk 

training, resolve costs to join the National Allotment Association. Resolve 

retrospective costs for second allotment course attended by the Clerk 

Cllrs resolved to join the National Allotment Society, and resolved the additional 

expenditure for Clerk’s second course. Clerk to put together a plan for the June 

meeting and begin arranging to meet the landowner to put together a lease and legal 

documents. Cllr M Stayte to be available for this too. 

 

27. To receive update on Village Hall lease and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Council now waiting for response from Parochial Church Council and Village Hall on 

contributions towards the costs. And also for the Village hall to resolve if they will 

become a CIO or have a clause in the lease about their trustee liabilities being linked 

to the hall assets.  

 

28. To resolve to begin an Emergency Plan for the Parish 

After a brief discussion it was resolved to leave this for the time being.  

 

29. To resolve following policies continue to be fit for purpose: Standing Orders, 

Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Risk Management,  

Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose 

 

30. To review assets list 

Cllrs resolved this was correct. 
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31. To resolve Insurance plan and expenditure 

Clerk is following up on including hirer’s liability and Cllr S Tilley asked about cyber 

insurance. 

 

32. To resolve to adopt the SDC Town and Parish Charter 

Cllrs resolved to adopt the charter 

 

33. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and approved 

• To review internal accounting controls 

Cllrs resolved this was fit for purpose 

• To note the Internal Audit report, resolving any actions required 

This was noted with no further actions required 

• To note the regular Direct Debits / Standing Orders paid annually and resolve 

these are correct at the time. 

This was noted and resolved as correct 

• To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 

This was read out with all Cllrs resolving the Annual Governance Statement 

• To resolve the Accounting Statement 

All Cllrs resolved the accounting statement 

• To note the dates for the Public Rights of examination of the accounts 

Cllrs noted the dates of examination to be 29th June to 7th August 

• The following payments were made in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension  £ 2,413.97 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 79.10 

NSGL Ltd Patch ANPR camera £ 144.00 

Core Clean Pavilion cleaning £ 400.00 

D R Howse Village Maintenance  £ 422.40 

SLCC Enterprise Ltd Allotment course part 2 £ 92.40 

Clearlead Insurance Annual insurance £ 1,860.97 

I Selkirk Internal Audit £ 170.00 

CPRE Annual membership £ 36.00 

Play Safety RoSPA annual check £ 147.60 

34. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Contractors 

Information from Severn Voice in communication with GCC on the contract costs, 

still to be confirmed. Noting the current breakdown and resolving this.  

 

35. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 1st June  Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 15th June  Parish Council meeting 7.30pm  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm 


