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Slimbridge Parish Council 
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 

T: 07943 894637 
E: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
W: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 20th April 2026 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman M Stayte, Cllrs E Ferrigno, S Tilley, A Butcher, J Cullimore, A Joslin, C 

Cox, County Cllr S Davies and 3 parishioners 

 

1. To note apologies for absence 

District Cllr C Tuffin 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda and where required to resolve any 

dispensations. 

Cllr S Tilley – item 11 Wisloe 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

• 2 members of Slimbridge Cygnets regarding rent and playing field allocation 

• It was noted of a pair of swans had made a nest on the footpath by the canal. Cllr 

S Tilley had been to see this and noted this is on CaRT land and little can be 

done.  

 

4. To approve minutes of 16th March and 13th April 2026, as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• Attendance at the APM last week was positive 

• Unitary discussions are still on track for an outcome in the summer, and it is still 

open on one or two Unitaries that could come forward 

• A new SEND school has opened in Cheltenham; Government paying off debts of 

SEND which is good in principle. 

• A care leaver has wrote their first novel 

• Trading Standards have investigated 60 shops of which 20 were not compliant 

• Gloucestershire Archives have been given an award 

• School places have been allocated, but if anyone has issues please contact Cllr 

S Davies 

• Climate Strategy documentary has been produced and on show 

• GCC have a Public Rights of Way plan out for consultation 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
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• The 20mph timetable given to the group has been taken up with cabinet member 

Roger Whyborn and Cllr S Davies will come back to the Parish Council with a 

response as to if this remains achievable.  

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs C Tuffin, L Green, P Turner 

No report 

 

7. Chairmans report 

Thanks to everyone for a successful Annual Parish Meeting last week. 

 

8. Clerks report.  

• Will begin to get quotes for the pavilion kitchen and apply for funding 

• Allotment course to attend tomorrow, an action plan will be put together for the 

next meeting 

• Emergency plan meeting at SDC tomorrow for anyone wishing to attend 

• The Primary school are making more use of the pavilion. 

 

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, C Cox  

• Applications: 

• Permissions: 

o S.26/0240/DISCON Wild Goose Lodge Shepherds Patch Slimbridge  

Discharge of condition 3 (biodiversity enhancements), 6 (cycle parking), 9 

(EV charging points) and 10 (tree root protection and surfacing) from 

S.25/1855/FUL.  

• Withdrawn:  

o S.25/2421/FUL Land At Sunnyside Dursley Road Cambridge 

Erection of 2 no. dwellings (Class C3) with associated works.  

• To receive updates on the Slimbridge NDP review, resolve any actions. To 

resolve to wait for outcome of National Planning Policy Framework before 

deciding on how to move forward. 

The NDP group have a Teams meeting arranged with the NDP Officer at Stroud 

at the end of the month.  

• To resolve the amendments to the planning policy with regards to 

communications with applicants and neighbours. Resolve revised ‘We Called’ 

planning slips 

Cllrs resolved that the amendments were satisfactory and resolved to adopt. 

• Receive report on meeting with Emergency planning officer from SDC. Resolve 

any actions in putting together an Emergency Plan for the parish 

Clerk and Cllr S Tilley had met with the Emergency Planning officer from SDC. 

Clerk to follow up on some of the actions proposed such as leaflets and sand 

bags. Consider putting together an Emergency Action Plan for the village with 

advice from the Officer.  

• Receive report on meeting with Battery Storage developer. Resolve any actions 

Cllrs A Butcher, S Tilley and Clerk had met with the developer. There will be 

some more minor changes needed that will require planning applications to come 

through. Topics discussed included the fire safety plans and emergency plans 

where they took on board the concerns of the parish and how they will look at this 

in their revised plans; planting; wheel washing; and the request from the Parish 
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Council for any community funding. Some suggestions for this have come 

forward and the Clerk will respond to this.  

 

10. Next planning team: 

Cllrs S Tilley, A Butcher, A Joslin 

 

11. To receive a report on the Local Plan and from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), 

and where appropriate discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No further reports since the Annual meeting last week 

 

12. Highways - receive updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure. 

The Wisloe Road junction coming from the roundabout is a concern as cars come 

fast round the roundabout with the bus stop also just round the corner. Clerk to raise 

this with Highways and ask for any solutions. It was also noted the Wisloe Road 

junction is quite dark at night and visibility not good. Clerk to also ask about this. 

• To receive update with regards to additional cuts for the roundabout and islands 

Cllr A Butcher continues to liaise with a number of contacts since the main 

response from Highways was that they wouldn’t fund additional cuts, and traffic 

management is required should it be arranged via different sources 

• Verges contract update 

The members from Severn Voice continue to liaise with Highways on the coming 

contract and amounts to be paid.  

 

13. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

• To receive report on 20mph plans and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The latest response from Highways was: 

The current position of TRO is that it is in progress and we are responding to 

comments from TRO team. The GCC Legal team will require a lead time (3-4 

weeks) to process any advertising to the statutory consultation which, will 

be undertaken in May and formal public consultation in June. This is with the help 

of company called ADL - our TRO team use their services to help produce TRO 

reports and to help produce the final order documents. We have signalled that we 

want to get all the works completed by the end of July however, this will be 

subject to TRO process progressing smoothly without much of public response 

being required. Our design is pretty much complete, only be subject to change 

from TRO feedback and we can get the site works planned with our contractor in 

advance of TRO process being completed formally to make sure they lined up to 

start in July. 

Concern remains that this won’t be done on time as the public consultation will 

take at least 6 weeks plus responding to any comments from this. As above Cllr 

S Davies is following up on the timelines.  

• To resolve costs for two new batteries for the mobile speed signs 

Costs for these were resolved, Clerk to purchase 

 

14. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions. 

• To receive report from working party 

Highways will be surveying the drains at Tyning Crescent, and they will arrange 

for the jetting of drains and culverts at Lightenbrook Lane. Whilst the drains are 

on a cyclical clean, the culverts are not and therefore this will be reactive when 

we raise any problems. 
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Cllrs J Cullimore, A Joslin and members of the Flood working group did further 

surveys of the ditches out towards the A38. It is planned that the group will 

present a plan to the Parish Council in May for what is required from the A38 and 

across the back of the school, playing field and following Lightenbrook. This will 

include estimated costs, therefore Clerk to look up procurement procedures if 

needed to go out to tender if this comes back to the Parish Council to do any 

works depending on landowner responses.  

Clerk to raise to Environmental Health a pipe from Rocket Rentals into their ditch 

and what this is for as concern has been raised of the water being strange 

colours at times. 

Also to ask Highways to investigate the culvert from Rocket Rentals under the 

A38 and have it cleared if needed.  

Clerk to also follow up with SDC on the works done in The Close as no response 

has been had on this, and no response from SDC Officers on a meeting to 

discuss devolving assets. 

  

15. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

Comment from parishioner at last week’s Annual Parish Meeting was about the 

footpath by Rolls Court and that it still becomes impassable in bad weather as deep 

in mud. Clerk to find out what Public Rights of Way have done in the past and 

enquire about reinstating a ditch to help reduce this flooding.  

 

16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report and resolve 

any actions and expenditure 

It was noted that the single grave in the far section has become overgrown. Clerk to 

ask either maintenance or grass contractors to ensure this is strimmed around as per 

other graves.  

Clerk to obtain a quote for clearing back the brambles on the new used section of the 

cemetery as this is becoming more overgrown. To be done in September, but can be 

lightly trimmed now if overgrowing the graves.  

To the right of the cemetery at the entrance are some dumped vegetation. Cllr A 

Joslin and S Tilley to chip these down and it can be used as mulch under trees or 

hedges.  

Due to current large budget in the cemetery account it was asked for Cllrs to consider 

any expenditure for this. Clerk suggested vire some for the churchyard where it can 

be used to have the graves mapped and checked on their condition. To be put on the 

next agenda. 

• To discuss options available for providing water at the cemetery, resolve any 

actions / expenditure 

Cllr J Cullimore to meet with a resident to see if the pipe can be found that was 

once there or if it has been tarmacked over.  

• To resolve memorial bench design. Resolve expenditure 

A bench was chosen from some examples shown. Clerk to obtain a quote for a 

concrete plinth, and make some changes to the Plaque policy so as all plaques 

are the same (stainless steel) and there is a small charge to have these put on.  

• To review policies and prices 

Charges to increase by 4%. Include ashes interment in the Green Burial area 
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17. Slimbridge Playing Field / pavilion - receive reports, resolve actions / 

expenditure. 

It was noted the goalposts were down and in the long grass edges of the field and 

whether they should be put behind the pavilion. Cllr A Joslin to do this.  

It was also noted that the yellow barriers were in the Patch Car Park in the corner 

and overgrown with vegetation. Should these also be put behind the pavilion. Cllr M 

Stayte to organise this and get the cricket club to clean up their equipment behind.  

• To receive report from Pavilion and Playing Field annual users meeting. Resolve 

actions from this. Resolve rent increase, playing field allocations for 2026/2027  

This was discussed at the beginning of the meeting where it was resolved that 

the increase for playing field / pavilion usage next season would be 4%. The 

request from the Cygnets to use the playing field main pitch on Sunday 

afternoons for their U14 matches was agreed and would be at the same cost as 

the other team using the main pitch as it would only be for matches.  

• To receive updates on the Pavilion heating and water system. Resolve any 

actions and expenditure 

The annual service has been completed by the current company with the report 

sent. Discussion was had on paying for this bearing in mind the issues that have 

been had over the 12 months since it has been installed. It was resolved for the 

Clerk to enquire with other companies if they provide a management plan and 

could take on the services instead.  

• To receive programme of maintenance for the playing field and impacts this has 

on usage. Resolve actions and expenditure from this. 

The playing field has been fertilised, verti-drained and seeded and is starting to 

look good. Photos have just been sent of the works and the Clerk will put this out 

for the public to see.  

• To note fence collapsing behind the cricket nets and resolve actions for this. 

Clerk had looked back at the planning permission and it has no mention of the 

fence for the houses in this. Cllrs requested the Clerk obtain some land registry 

documents to see where the boundary was before accepting whether the fence is 

Parish Council responsibility or not.  

 

18. To receive Biodiversity updates and resolve any actions / expenditure  

• To put together action plan from school youth council meeting (see item 21) and 

resolve involving previous interested public 

Residents raised at the Annual Parish Meeting about the Biodiversity group and 

that they were disappointing this hadn’t made progress. Clerk has arranged to 

meet with the residents along with Cllr S Tilley about what plans can be put 

forward and how the group could work with the school on their suggested ideas.  

• Consider working with local parishioners on a Climate / Emergency Action Group 

for Slimbridge 

This could be done as part of the Emergency Plan. 

 

19. To receive update on Village Hall lease and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Further correspondence and costs have been communicated from the Church 

solicitor and SPC solicitor. Currently waiting for confirmation from the Village Hall on 

their decision on how they wish to manage the committee.   

Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Village Hall Committee and PCC to discuss 

covering the proposed costs being put forward and how to proceed to complete the 
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lease in the most expedient way. This should be with a maximum/final figure to pay 

with no going above this limit. 

This to be on the Planning meeting  

 

20. Village hall car park light – receive updates on planning applications and any 

feedback from residents and VH management 

Clerk is still continuing with the planning application. No response from the resident 

and the Village Hall are happy with the proposal. The planning portal costs were 

quite high and when queried with SDC they indicated it would be cheaper to submit 

via e-mail direct to them.  

 

21. To review notes from School Council meeting and resolve what actions can be 

taken 

• Planting of an ‘orchard’ on the playing field, and wild flower spaces or planters 

Clerk and Cllr S Tilley have been round the playing field and discussing this idea. 

This will be discussed further with biodiversity group and put a plan in place to 

action this.  

• Designs for the mural on playing field wall 

Clerk is obtaining initial draft ideas and quotes from artists on how to go about 

this project and involve the school and community for ideas.  

 

22. To discuss the Village Hall car park sign and whether it needs re-wording / 

replacing. Resolve actions and costs 

Cllr M Stayte to put some white tape over the wording ‘Village Hall’ to see if this 

encourages more people to use the car park instead of parking on the road which is 

currently causing issues with visibility and lack of pulling in spaces.  

 

23. To receive feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting, resolve any actions 

Items raised at the meeting have been mostly addressed above. One other comment 

was about street lighting on St Johns Road and the lack of it with certain areas quite 

dark potentially causing a hazard. Cllr C Cox will put together report on the areas that 

could do with lighting for the June meeting. 

 

24. To resolve tablets for each Councillor and / or signing documents on keeping 

data safe on personal equipment. 

Clerk had put together a document which showed the pros and cons of council 

owned tablets versus using own devices. There was mixed discussion seeing 

benefits and downfalls of both sides. It was resolved, for now, to upgrade the Cllr 

microsoft e-mail packages to allow access to SharePoint and other Microsoft apps. 

SharePoint will allow documents to be shared and stored safely without being 

downloaded onto personal devices. For those who wish to have a council tablet this 

can be considered at the next meeting, but with access to SharePoint, Cllrs could 

learn to use this, and sign a policy each to say they can keep their data secure on 

personal devices with various criteria in place.  

 

25. To resolve new Cllr and mentoring document and make any amendments / 

additions 

Cllrs resolved to accept the document the Clerk had put together 

 

26. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 
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• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This was resolved as a true record 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension  £ 2,413.97 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 66.50 

NSGL Ltd Patch ANPR camera £ 144.00 

Core Clean Pavilion cleaning £ 400.00 

D R Howse Village Maintenance  £ 422.40 

CCC4Business ANPR annual fee £ 1,155.63 

Cloudy IT SharePoint Clerk training £ 39.00 

SLCC Enterprise Clerk Conference  £ 404.00 

SLCC Enterprise Clerk Regional training £ 51.00 

GALC Annual membership £ 386.83 

A&E security Pavilion annual fire safety check £ 99.44 

Berkeley Trustees Patch car park lease £ 875.00 

ICCM  Annual membership £ 110.00 

Thermal Earth Annual service of air source heat 
pump 

£ 418.50 

27. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 11th May  Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 18th May  Annual Council meeting 7.30pm  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm 


