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Slimbridge Parish Council 

Annual Report 2025 / 2026 
Welcome to the annual report of Slimbridge Parish Council where you will find details of 

your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded, 

along with the activities of the council over the past year.  

The Parish Council meets on the third Monday of every month for a full council meeting in 

the village hall. Then on the first Monday of every month for planning meetings where 

there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and speak in 

an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum 

Your Councillors: 

Cllr Mike Stayte (Chairman) Cllr.mike.stayte@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
 

01453 890330 

Cllr John Cullimore (Vice 
Chairman) 

Cllr.john.cullimore@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07808 306812 

Cllr Elizabeth Ferrigno Cllr.elizabeth.ferrigno@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
 

07703 811335 

Cllr Anna Butcher Cllr.anna.butcher@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  
 

07980 544842 

Cllr Steve Tilley Cllr.steve.tilley@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  
 

07852 739434 

Cllr Cath Cox Cllr.cath.cox@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07979 709691 
 

Cllr Adrian Joslin Cllr.adrian.joslin@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07402 933926 
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   Projects Undertaken & What’s Coming Up 

        Playing Field 

The Pavilion’s air source heat pump has now been running for a full year — a big step 
toward greener, more efficient energy. We’ve spent time fine-tuning the system and 
resolving early teething issues. 
We’ve also secured a six-year grant for proper pitch maintenance. A recent report rated 
the pitches as poor, but with support from the Football Association, we’re aiming to raise 
this to a Good standard over the coming years. 
The long-discussed kitchen improvements are back on the agenda, and we’ll be exploring 
grant options to help fund this work. 

         Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The NDP continues to guide our planning responses. With national guidelines evolving, it’s 
now time for a full review to ensure the plan stays relevant and effective for the 
community. 

           Slimbridge Road Safety Group 

The SRS Group continues rotating three Vehicle Activated Signs around the village — and 
they’re making a positive impact. 
The 20mph scheme has progressed, and we’re now waiting for Gloucestershire Highways 
to launch the public consultation, giving everyone the chance to share their views. 
Our two Community Cameras, used in partnership with the police, are proving effective 
as an educational tool. Regular letters are sent to drivers, and data shows that speeds are 
gradually reducing. The Clerk continues to work with other parishes and the police to 
expand this programme across Gloucestershire. 

  Slimbridge Flood Working Group 

This new group is focused on reducing flood risk across the parish. 
Recent work includes unblocking the culvert on St Johns Road and walking the parish to 
identify problem areas. We’re now working with landowners to ensure these spaces 
remain clear and well-maintained. 

   Finance of the Parish Council 

Financial information, including details on the precept, is available at: 
https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/finance/ 
Year-end accounts are currently being finalised and will be published soon. Hard copies 
can be requested from the Clerk. 

   Solar Farm Community Fund 

This fund arrives each October, with grants awarded in December. This year’s recipients 
include: 

• Slimbridge Primary School – IT equipment 

https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/finance/


• St Johns PCC – porch doors 
• Slimbridge WI – projector equipment for the Village Hall 
• Slimbridge Scouts – ongoing improvements to their hut 

Applications open in August and close in October. Full details are on the website. 
We are also seeking one new panel member — names will be drawn at the next public 
council meeting. 

                   Footpaths & Verges 

We continue to liaise with Highways regarding verge repairs, particularly along Ryalls 
Lane, though funding remains limited. 
If you notice issues with footpaths, please report them via FixMyStreet. Minor works and 
marker replacements can often be handled locally. 

    Biodiversity 

Last summer, allowing the back of the Churchyard to grow naturally revealed a lovely 
mix of grasses and wildflowers — we plan to repeat this. 
We also hope to work with the school on biodiversity projects, including potential 
planting on the playing field. 

                 School Youth Council 

Our meetings with the School Youth Council have been full of creativity and enthusiasm. 
One exciting idea is a community mural on the back of the Legion building, designed 
collaboratively by local children and residents. 

  Additional Projects 

• Village Hall car park lighting – solar and wind powered; awaiting planning 
permission. 

• Streaming technology – to record and share Parish Council meetings for those 
unable to attend. 

• Recycling improvements – new bins planned for the playing field and pavilion. 
• Local Government Reorganisation – monitoring proposed changes and preparing 

for any new responsibilities. 

Chairman’s report 

Thank you all for coming tonight and the purpose of this report is to outline some of the 

business the Council has undertaken over the past year. Most of the highlights have been 

summarised in the Annual Report you have all received but I will stress a few key points: - 

1. Our most successful project this year has been the repairs to the culvert in St. 

Johns Road and the drain in the Slimbridge Legion Social Club carpark. Together 

with the clearing of the various ditches further downstream, we believe the local 

flood risk in Slimbridge has been greatly reduced. 

  

2. Two other projects were completed at the start of last year, the replacement of 

the heating in the Pavilion, with an air source heat pump and the restoration of the 



churchyard and tombs. Both were paid for by the National Heritage Lottery Fund 

and the Rural Prosperity fund. 

 

3. The upgrading of the Playing Field will be undertaken over the next 6 years. A 66% 

grant has been received from the Football Association fund for £38,400. This will 

allow the reseeding of the main football field and the minor pitches. The remaining 

costs will be through the Parish Council. 

 

4. The Council has continued to support The Slimbridge Road Safety Group in trying to 

lower the speed limits in some of our more rural lanes and streets. Please 

remember these are now Government and County directives for Child Safe Streets 

and Safe County Lanes.  

 

5. The Council has been most grateful to the members of Wisloe Action Group (WAG) 

who have tirelessly fought against the Wisloe development and are still watching 

future developments. The Stroud District Council local plan seems to be in total 

turmoil. 

 

6. I am afraid the Council lost out to two planning decisions by Stroud District Council 

in the village, namely the Battery Storage Unit on Kingston Road and the SEND 

school at former youth hostel. 

Councillors are continuing to put their point of view to the parties concerned with 

joint meetings. 

 

7.  Future schemes will include lighting in the Village Hall Car park, Biodiversity 

schemes and contact with the pupils at the Primary School. It is also hoped to have 

allotments within the Parish if negotiations come to fruition. 

 

I would now like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors for the hard work 

they have put in during the year. I must also thank County Councillor Stephen Davies and 

District Councillors Lindsey Green and Charlie Tuffin. All three regularly attend our 

Meetings and have contributed a great deal to the running of the Parish Council by 

conveying our views and “getting things done”. At this level, politics is replaced by hard 

work and commitment; your three representatives have this in abundance. And finally, a 

special mention to our Clerk, Mrs Helen Dunn, who has pointed the Council in the right 

direction by obtaining the various grants to allow us “to do things” and she has kept me on 

“the straight and narrow” as Chairman. 

 

 

 

 

 


