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Slimbridge Parish Council 
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 

T: 07943 894637 
E: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
W: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 9th February 2026 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman M Stayte, Cllrs E Ferrigno, S Tilley, A Butcher, J Cullimore, A Joslin, 

District Cllr C Tuffin, and 1 parishioner 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr C Cox 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda and where required to resolve any 

dispensations.  

Cllr S Tilley – Wisloe 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

None 

 

4. To approve minutes of 9th February and 2nd March 2026, as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

No report 

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs C Tuffin, L Green, P Turner 

Cllr C Tuffin reported about the Local Government Reorganisation and the 

consultation is still open; the Stroud Local plan is starting again; Stroud Lido is 

closing; and the current Out of Hours Service is still not working properly so SDC are 

looking at new contractors 

Cllrs asked if Cllr C Tuffin could follow up at SDC regarding having a copy of the 

planning permission for the structure across the ditch in The Close; and obtaining a 

copy of the spec given to the contractors for the works in the ditch at The Close as it 

is still felt there is much more that needs doing.  

 

7. Chairmans report 

• The caravan in Elmcote Lane has been reported to SDC Community Wardens 

• A car that had been parked for a period in the Legion car park has now moved 
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• The Legion are looking at having a Royal Mail drop box at the car park, this could 

generate an income to be shared 50:50 between Legion and Parish Council. Cllr 

M Stayte to circulate information for the next agenda. 

 

8. Clerks report.  

Annual Parish Agenda to go out this week. To include presentation for the ditches 

highlighting riparian ownership and responsibilities 

 

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs S Tilley, A Butcher, A Joslin  

• Applications: 

o S.26/0240/DISCON Wild Goose Lodge, Shepherds Patch, Slimbridge, 

Discharge of Condition Discharge of conditions 3 (Biodiversity 

Enhancements), 6 (cycle parking), 9 EV charging points) & 10 (tree root 

protection and surfacing) from approved application S.25/1855/FUL. 

Cllrs noted the application and resolved no further comments 

• Permissions: 

o S.25/1646/FUL Slimbridge Farm Moorend Lane Slimbridge  

Change of use of agricultural buildings to use class B2 (retrospective), 

Change of use of threshing barn to use class E(g)(i) with associated 

operational development and provision of ancillary parking area.  

o S.25/1647/LBC Slimbridge Farm Moorend Lane Slimbridge  

Alterations to curtilage listed threshing barn including removal of silo, 

internal alterations and alterations to fenestration.  

• To receive updates on the Slimbridge NDP review, resolve any actions 

The NDP group are due to meet this week to begin the review process 

• To resolve the amendments to the planning policy with regards to 

communications with applicants and neighbours. Resolve revised ‘We Called’ 

planning slips 

This was deferred to the next meeting 

• To receive reports from recent Local Government Reorganisation seminars 

Over the last couple of weeks there have been information evenings on line 

about the LGR. The dates have been set by Government to have a Unitary in 

place by May 2028. The 6 district councils are currently working on how this may 

look. There is still a lot of unknown. One of the main items that could affect Town 

and Parish Councils was the potential devolving of assets. Whilst there is no 

particular plan for this to occur, it was expressed if town and parish councils have 

the appetite for taking on anything, then it would be best to have the discussion 

with the district council. This was where Cllr S Tilley bought up about the ditches 

and culverts. Therefore consider having a meeting with SDC on what areas they 

own, pros and cons of SPC taking these on and how we go about this if resolved. 

Another area where Town and Parishes can be involved will be the 

Neighbourhood Areas that will be being developed and our roles in these. More 

information sessions will be put on about these as the districts get more 

information from Government, Clerk advised Cllrs to attend where they can.  

Clerk advised to liaise with parishioners on suggestions too re devolved assets 

as there will be no money with these, so therefore precept likely to increase. 

 

10. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, C Cox  
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11. To receive a report on the Local Plan and from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), 

and where appropriate discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No report. Cllr A Butcher updated that the group have submitted their consultant 

traffic report to the inspectors. 

 

12. Highways - receive updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure. 

An e-mail had been received regarding the condition of Elmcote Lane, including 

potholes, the caravan, litter and fouling, and overnight use of lorries etc.  

These have all been reported to Gloucestershire Highways and District Council. 

No updates as of yet on costs for Ryalls Lane laybys. It was noted these are getting 

worse. Clerk to chase for a response 

• Slimbridge roundabout and islands 

It had been asked if SPC could do additional cuts, however Highways had stated 

due to the need for traffic management and closing off part of the road to do the 

cuts, this wouldn’t be possible. This was disappointing as it is the main entrance 

to a huge tourist attraction and generally looks scruffy. Clerk to follow this up 

again. It was noted that maintenance of roundabouts and islands across the 

district depends on the type of roads they are located on and the traffic 

management required for this.  

 

13. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

• To receive report on 20mph plans and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Gloucestershire highways continue to say this should be in place for July 2026, 

however the statutory consultation hasn’t started yet, and then the public 

consultation needs to take place. It was noted that the school youth council at the 

earlier meeting were very much in support of the slower speeds and keeping 

themselves safe on the roads around Slimbridge.  

 

14. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions. 

• To receive report from working party 

The working group had just completed a walk of the majority of ditches and 

culverts around the parish this afternoon. A number of actions from this will be 

followed up such as Cllr J Cullimore continuing talks with a local farmer, and any 

highway elements reported to the County Council. The group to arrange another 

meeting to look at prioritising what needs to be done in what order to continue the 

progress made already.  

A parishioner noted he is doing a report for the Internal Drainage Board which 

would look at expanding their boundaries and therefore possibly able to take on 

additional management in Slimbridge. 

It was noted there may be grants available for this type of works, parishioner to 

send list to Clerk. 

 

15. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

Cllr A Joslin to look at putting up further markers and painting the tops of posts to 

make them more visible.  

Cllr S Tilley in communication with a resident on a stile at CSL 2, this is in hand with 

the landowner due to repair. 
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16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report and resolve 

any actions and expenditure 

• To discuss options available for providing water at the cemetery, resolve any 

actions / expenditure 

There could be a water pipe leading to the cemetery, Clerk to ask a parishioner 

where this is located and to see if it is possible to have a tap installed 

• To discuss and resolve any actions / expenditure in relation to purchasing a 

memorial bench 

Clerk had met with parishioners wishing for a memorial bench. Cllrs resolved to 

purchase a bench. Clerk to come with designs and quotes to the next meeting.  

• To discuss and resolve any policies in relation to memorial plaques and benches 

Clerk had circulated a draft policy, Cllrs resolved for this to be adapted to 

Slimbridge. Parishioners can then purchase a plaque in line with the policy to 

have put on the bench.  

Clerk to contact parishioners who had raised these requests to update them 

 

17. Slimbridge Playing Field / pavilion - receive reports, resolve actions / 

expenditure. 

• To receive updates for Pavilion working party meeting and resolve agenda items  

Meeting arranged for March 30th to follow on from Playing Field annual meeting. 

Main item to include new kitchen 

• To receive updates on the Pavilion heating and water system. 

Cllrs C Cox, S Tilley and Clerk have a Teams meeting with the company to 

ensure the app is set correctly alongside the pump and heaters. Monitoring 

continues. Maintenance plan still needs to be set up, annual check date has been 

set, Clerk requesting that this is not paid for due to the ongoing issues still 

occurring.  

• To resolve a date for the annual meeting of the clubs to look at contracts, and 

any other requests, noting a request from Slimbridge Cygnets for additional 

usage of the main pitch next season. 

This will take place March 30th with all users. Contracts and rent increases to be 

resolved at next meeting. 

It was noted the request from Cygnets, but resolved to make decisions on this 

after the meeting with all users, taking into consideration any advice from the 

maintenance contractor who will be dong the pitch maintenance.  

• To confirm Slimbridge Primary School holding their annual fete on the playing 

field at the beginning of July. 

Cllrs resolves this was fine. Cricket Club are not using the field 

• To resolve contractor for playing field works in relation to Football Foundation 

Grant 

Two quotes were received. Cllrs resolved to go with Prestige Grounds. The 

Football Foundation grant has been successful and will run over a 6 year period.  

 

18. To receive Biodiversity updates and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Clerk and Cllr S Tilley to walk round the playing field to discuss potential projects 

which could be done with the community and school, such as tree and flower 

planting, bird boxes etc.  
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19. To receive update on Village Hall lease and resolve any actions / expenditure 

Village Hall management due to have another meeting with GRCC to discuss their 

options.  

 

20. Village hall car park light – to resolve to apply for planning permission 

Cllrs resolved to apply for planning permission. Clerk to send information to the 

Village Hall management and Cllr A Butcher will approach neighbours to let them 

know about the light.  

 

21. To resolve to allow the Village Hall a sign below the Parish Council noticeboard 

Cllrs resolved to allow this in principle. Would like to see the planned design.  

 

22. To receive report on Village Hall defib and resolve actions / expenditure 

Village Hall now has a loan defib whilst the other one has been sent off to be looked 

at.  

 

23. To receive report from Severn Voice meeting 

The developer who submitted a solar farm application has not appealed. Severn 

Voice will respond as a group to the LGR. No updates re Canals and Rivers Trust.  

 

Cllr J Cullimore offered to liaise with the Severn Voice member on the CaRT issues 

to try to take this further and get responses.  

 

24. To resolve looking at dates for community first aid course, and resolve costs.  

A cost of £175 for an event in the village hall was had from the Community Heartbeat 

Trust. Clerk to look at budget for this and arrange for September. 

 

25. To begin looking at induction pack and mentoring services for new Cllrs 

Clerk to see if any other Councils do this and put mentoring guidance in place. 

 

26. To discuss a community event of all local organisations publicising 

themselves and what is available in the parish 

Clerk to contact as many community organisations as possible and see if they wish 

to be part of a community evening publicising their activities. If so, Clerk to organise 

for September. 

 

27. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

• This had been circulated and resolved as a true record 

• To note quarterly financial check – Cllr J Cullimore 

Completed with no further questions 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension  £ 2,413.97 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 73.10 

NSGL Ltd Patch ANPR camera £ 144.00 

Core Clean Pavilion cleaning £ 400.00 

Edge IT Clerk back up protection £ 36.30 

Mark Waller Noticeboard maintenance £ 275.00 

R&J Merrett Hedge cutting £ 540.00 
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D r Howse Services Village maintenance £ 422.40 

S Tilley Football Foundation Pitch 
Management course 

£ 74.00 

C Cox Football Foundation Pitch 
Management course 

£ 74.00 

28. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 13th April  Planning meeting  6.30pm 

• Monday 13th April  Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th April  Full Council meeting  7.30pm  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm 


