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Slimbridge Parish Council 
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 

T: 07943 894637 
E: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
W: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 26th January 2026 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman M Stayte, Cllrs A Joslin, C Cox, E Ferrigno, District Cllrs L Green, C 

Tuffin, County Cllr S Davies 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs S Tilley, A Butcher, J Cullimore 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda and where required to resolve any 

dispensations.  

None  

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

A member of the public raised again about why Tyndale Road was not surveyed as 

part of the 20mph speeds and feels the limit does not need to be reduced as it would 

create more of a hazard. Discussion was had that it is believed the road will be 

30mph. Clerk to check this. Parishioner was advised again to submit his comments 

once the Highways TRO consultation comes out. 

 

4. To approve minutes of 15th December 2025, and 5th January 2026, as a true 

record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• GCC have won awards for Active Travel initiatives 

• GCC have been ranked high in roads with their conditions being rated as ‘Good’ 

• The budget has been published, it is a sensible budget. There has been a 1.5% 

cut from Government resulting in a £10million reduction which will have an 

impact. 

• GCC still aim to spend £5m a year on highways, and have used £2m from the 

Public Health fund for speed reduction schemes 

• The £30k budget for Cllrs to spend has been cut to £10k, Cllr S Davies will be 

trying to amend this 

• With regards to Slimbridge 20mph and the additional funds needed for the TRO, 

he will aim to allocate £1,000 from the Neighbourhood Fund, and £1000 from the 

local funds.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
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• Local Government Reorganisation continues, with Cheltenham elections just 

cancelled. A consultation should be out in February on Single or Split unitary.  

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs C Tuffin, L Green, P Turner 

• SDC have been hit with 15% Government cuts which will have a significant effect 

on spending 

• Local Government Reorganisation has its consultation coming out in February. 

Please do respond. It is expected a shadow Unitary to be in place May 2027 and 

full Unitary in place May 2028 

• Local Plan is being started again at SDC, but currently limited budget is known of 

to do this. In theory the Local Plans should now be done within 30 months, and 

there is no longer the need of ‘Duty to Co-operate’ so this may impact as to how 

Whaddon is used for housing numbers.  

• NPPF is out for consultation, please do look at impacts this could have.  

• With regards to the culvert in The Close, it seems that the work is now complete 

and they won’t be doing anything with regards to the structures hanging over at 

the bottom of the gardens, and the large structure over the culvert altogether has 

got planning permission on this.  

• Note any assets that SDC or GCC may be getting rid of, does SPC want any? 

Pros and cons 

• If there are any issues with residents accessing the 24 hour service, let Cllrs 

Green and Tuffin know as this is currently having problems 

• Environmental officers will be trialling body cams in the near future. 

• A discussion was had on Canals and Rivers Trust, with parking on the banks and 

ruining the verges, and also on checking for leaks so as a situation doesn’t occur 

– if it did who would be responsible – insurance etc. It was noted that Severn 

Voice are also taking things up with CaRT, however CaRT just don’t seem to 

have the money and their funds are being cut next year too. 

 

7. Chairmans report 

• Access to the side of the Legion needs to be looked at due to water coming into 

the Legion through the walls on the one side. 

• It is good that Cam, Slimbridge and Coaley are having meetings and should be 

encouraged going forward in terms of planning and other common topics 

• Bin at Poplars Park continue to be overflowing and only seems to be emptied 

when Clerk reports this. Cllr L Green will look into this a bit more to see if it is on 

a weekly collection or if it could be emptied more often.  

 

8. Clerks report.  

None  

 

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs S Tilley, A Butcher, A Joslin 

• Applications: 

o S.25/2421/FUL Land At Sunnyside, Dursley Road, Cambridge,  

Erection of 2 no. dwellings (Class C3) with associated works. 

Neighbours didn’t mind the application as it didn’t impact them. Cllrs 

resolved to comment that the application was outside the Village 

Envelope and it was felt that two houses could be seen as 

overdevelopment and therefore one house would be preferable.  
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o S.25/2445/VAR Yew Tree House, Churchend, Slimbridge,  

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) from S.24/1777/FUL - alteration 

to design of dwelling. 

Cllrs noted this application and resolved to make no further comments 

• Permissions: 

o S.25/2139/DISCON Land Within Yew Tree House Churchend Slimbridge 

Discharge of condition 5 (ecological enhancement), 6 (lighting) and 9 

(materials) from S.24/1777/FUL.  

• To review and resolve the planning protocol surrounding visiting sites 

The draft protocol had been circulated and it was discussed that it does need to 

be adhered to with all parishioners and applications being treated the same. Cllr 

C Cox has one additional line to add to the policy, otherwise all Cllrs resolved the 

policy was fit for purpose. 

• To receive any updates on Wild Goose Lodge planning application, resolve any 

actions including response at DCC on 27th January 

Cllr M Stayte will attend to give a 4 minute speech, with the amendments added 

that the Parish Council felt the application should have been withdrawn to allow it 

to be more transparent with regards to the new location for parking, picking up 

and dropping off at Wisloe Football Ground. It was also felt further traffic surveys 

should be looked at with regards to the road usage of the taxis and the impact 

this will have on the Industrial Estate and the Slimbridge School by the 

roundabout. Cllr L Green will also speak on the application emphasising whether 

SDC have the legal powers to enforce the travel plan set out by the school if it is 

discovered it doesn’t work for them and they request to take children direct to the 

school through the village. Cllr L Green will also request the application is 

deferred so as the traffic and roads can be assessed for the revised location and 

those who use this area are consulted on directly.  

 

10. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, C Cox  

 

11. To receive a report on the Local Plan and from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), 

and where appropriate discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No reports from WAG 

 

12. Highways - receive updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure. 

• To discuss and resolve actions for condition of islands and roundabout 

• To discuss and resolve actions for condition of Ryalls Lane verges and laybys 

Cllr M Stayte and the Clerk are due to meet with the Highways manager on 

Thursday and will bring these concerns to their attention. 

 

13. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

• To receive report on 20mph plans and costs and resolve actions / expenditure 

Clerk and the Road Safety Group had met with Highways to discuss the 20mph 

plan and its timetable. The costs had gone up again by a further £8,000 and it 

was being asked if the parish has any further funds. Cllr S Davies, (as mentioned 

above) will look to give £2,000. Otherwise the funds will be sourced from Road 

Safety Projects within the Highways. The good news was that the Slimbridge 

TRO is now in the top priority schemes to be delivered. Currently waiting for the 

date for the consultation to begin, which will then be advertised widely.  
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14. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions. 

• To receive report from working party 

The notes from the working party had been circulated with actions comprising of 

a walk round the parish reporting back on all the main culvert / ditches so as to 

build up a monitoring report; to arrange a meeting with STW addressing some 

issues around the pumping stations and running water; noting CaRT and their 

responsibilities to checks on the canal; Cypress Court / Prices House ditch 

clearance (raise with Highways), and ownership of the culvert in St Johns Road 

and how to go about this.  

 

15. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

No report 

 

16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report and resolve 

any actions and expenditure 

Clerk has had a request for a litter bin at the cemetery and also a water tap. This will 

be on the next agenda for discussion. 

 

17. Slimbridge Playing Field / pavilion - receive reports, resolve actions / 

expenditure. 

• To receive updates on playing field management, resolving any 

actions/expenditure from this 

After Clerk getting limited responses to the football foundation grant application 

when asking questions, Clerk has now submitted the application to see how it 

goes. If successful this will result in funding of £38,400 and will need the Parish 

Council to commit to £19,200 over a 6 year period. It was noted that no works 

have ever been done on the playing field and this will bring the pitches up to a 

good standard to continue hosting grassroot football. Council noted this 

commitment and if successful will work this into the budget over the coming 

years.  

• To receive quote for 6 monthly legionella maintenance at Pavilion 

A quote had been recieved, however Clerk to check with the Air Source Heat 

company if they cover any of this in their yearly maintenance as wouldn’t want to 

compromise any warranty.  

• To arrange a date for Pavilion working party meeting and resolve agenda items 

for this 

Cllr C Cox offered to be on the group, Clerk to consider an agenda and look at 

dates. 

• To receive updates on the Pavilion heating and water system.  

Clerk continues to liaise with the company. The last meeting with them ended in 

potential replace parts for the boiler and one of the heaters. The heating system 

was also adjusted at their end, and therefore shouldn’t now be costing a lot of 

money to run it 

 

18. To receive Biodiversity updates and resolve any actions / expenditure 

No report, Cllr S Tilley feels there is little interest in this and therefore to consider 

allocating funds to other budget headings. Clerk did state that the Council still have a 

duty to consider Biodiversity so therefore maybe keep some in the budget for 

potential projects with the school for example. 
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19. To receive update on Village Hall lease and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The Village Hall Management Committee had a meeting with Gloucestershire Rural 

Community Council last week and had a presentation on pros and cons of their 

options. They now need to decide if they will become a CIO. 

 

20. To receive information on lighting for the Village Hall car park and resolve next 

actions / expenditure 

Clerk needs to apply for planning advice from SDC to ascertain if the pole will need 

planning permission or not.  

 

21. To review and resolve the following policies are fit for purpose: ANPR and 

CCTV 

Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose 

 

22. To consider a project of a mural on the Legion Social Club wall in the playing 

field. Resolve actions and expenditure.  

The Legion are happy for the Council to look at a mural for the wall, and the school 

are keen to be involved too. This needs to be advertised to the parish, and funding 

looked for to contract an artist. Children can be involved in suggesting ideas for the 

wall. 

 

23. To note current litter issues in the parish and raising awareness of this 

This was noted and will hopefully improve once a maintenance person is contracted. 

 

24. To resolve any Cllrs wishing to attend Cllr training with Frampton and Saul PC 

No further information had been received on this, so it was felt to leave it for now 

 

25. To resolve any response to SDC Town and Parish Consultation on the Unique 

Selling Point of the Stroud District 

This was noted with no further response 

 

26. To resolve any response to SDC’s Annual Review of the Parish and Town 

Council Charter  

This was noted with no further response. It was commented as to whether this 

Charter or a new one would be created once Unitary comes in. 

 

27. To resolve Clerk’s attendance at Regional and National Conferences in 2026 

Cllrs resolved for Clerk to attend both events 

 

28. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This was circulated previously and resolved as a true account. 

• To discuss and resolve future IT needs for Cllrs in relation for data protection 

Clerk had circulated information on tablets and their costs previously and also 

gave Cllrs the options of using MFA on their personal devices which would 

require Cllrs to sign a form saying they were responsible for their own devices 

security. More documents and information can be put on SharePoint and Cllr e-

mail packages will be upgraded so this can all be accessed.  

After discussion Cllrs resolved to purchase tablets and include this in the coming 

budget, but some funds could be vired from the Biodiversity to cover this too.  
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• To resolve 2026 / 2027 Precept 

With a slight amendment Cllrs proposed and resolved to set the precept at 

£75,740 which is an increase of £5,070.00. This equates to a 7% increase, and 

for a Band D household equates to £10.41 per year increase (87p per month or 

20p per week)  

• To resolve Clerk purchasing a new phone 

Cllrs resolved this 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension  £ 2,413.97 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 90.45 

NSGL Ltd Patch ANPR camera £ 144.00 

Core Clean Pavilion cleaning £ 400.00 

GAPTC Clerk networking £ 17.50 

N Eldridge Tree works £ 2,232.00 

M Waller Pavilion maintenance £ 360.00 

SLCC Enterprise Ltd Allotment course £ 92.40 

Gloucestershire Playing Field 
Association 

Annual membership £50.00 

M Waller Maintenance on pavilion £ 360.00 

SLCC  Clerk training course £ 92.40 

Gloucestershire Playing Field 
Association 

Annual membership £ 50.00 

29. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Land 

Discussion on land being made available to the Council for allotments. Clerk 

to attend a course on setting up allotments to take this forward and put 

together a project plan 

• Maintenance contract 

Three contractor quotes had been received. Cllrs resolved to go with D.R. 

Howse Services Ltd and to ask them to start as soon as possible 

 

30. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 2nd February  Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 9th February  Full Council meeting  7.30pm 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 


