SLIMBRIDGE GARDENING CLUB - We're completing a

SLIMBRIDGE SINGERS are delighted to invite you to their Christmas Concert,

very successful year with a Christmas Social and Quiz
on 9th December at 7:30 pm at Slimbridge Village Hall.
Our first meeting of the 2026 on 13th January at 7:30
pm is our AGM followed by a talk by Margie Hoffnung
on Westonbirt School - An Historical Introduction to the
Gardens and the Holford Legacy All welcome. A year's
membership just £15.

to be held at St John's church on Saturday 13th December at 4pm. All are
welcome to come and listen to our festive songs and to join in with a
traditional Christmas carol or two. Mince pies and mulled wine will be available
in the interval, and we only ask for your generous donation which always goes
to the church funds, necessary to maintain our beautiful church building. So
do come along and join us for what promises to be a festive and joyous
occasion. Ursula Toher

SLIMBRIDGE PARISH WI are holding a festive meeting on
Wednesday 10th December at Slimbridge Village Hall. A
Tyrolean theme has been chosen and members will dress
accordingly. Buffet and craft activities too, of course. In
case there is snow, we will be wearing woolly hats and
jumpers etc and skis maybe!! On Wednesday 14th
January at 7.30pm, we will be holding a Tai Chi evening,
to help recover from Xmas excess. Guests welcome. £5.

On Friday 3oth January AIRNG will be visiting Slimbridge
again. This time A POCKET OPERA SOCIETY production. The
performance involves a concert of Spanish and Spanish inspired
music presented as a play, with costumes, props and a storyline
which roughly follows the story of Bizet’s opera Carmen but told
from her point of view. Don’t miss it. Keep the date free. Tickets
available from 15t December at Slimbridge P.O. or online

at https://airing.co.uk/rural-touring-whats-on/

SLIMBRIDGE CHURCH COFFEE MORNINGS will be starting the new year with its first coffee morning of 2026 on Saturday
3" January. An ideal chance to catch up with everyone after Christmas, wish them a happy new year and help us raise
funds for the Cobalt Unit in Cheltenham. Run by Cobalt Medical Charity, it helps patients receive timely and accurate
diagnoses and also funds research. So come along to the village hall, 10.30am until 12noon.

SLIMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL - We are relieved to report that the new heating
system is working well. The hall is now a super cosy village venue for you all use. If
you don’t already, why not come along to some of the regular events at the hall,
such as the monthly coffee mornings or the Gardening club, History Society, WI,
Singing group, Show group, Yoga. There are ballet classes and phonics too for the
little ones. Check our hall website https:/slimbridgevillagehall.org.uk/ . You can

book online or email our hall booker on enquiries@slimbridgevillagehall.org.uk or

ST JOHN’S CHURCH BELLRINGING Many thanks to
Stilman Davis and Pat Cope for their contribution to
making the Wotton Branch AGM a success. The ringers
service and delicious tea were appreciated by all the
attendees. Ringing was enjoyed by 25 people, some of
whom also enjoyed the display of Hornby vintage trains
in the village hall that day. The ringers of Slimbridge

call 07816 922972.Please let us know if there is anything that we could do to

improve the hall further, contact Nia on 07846 119531.

with the help of ringers from other towers will be
aiming to ring for as many of the Christmas services as
possible.

SINGING FOR FUN.....Ursula is once again running the weekly Singing for Fun sessions in the Village Hall on Mondays from 13:30 till 14:45, 5
January till 23 February. This is singing for fun not for performance so any standard of voice is welcome. We sing a wide variety of songs —
traditional songs, folk songs, pop songs and songs from the shows — so there is something for everyone. Voluntary contribution of £1/person

towards the cost of heating the Village Hall.

WAG UPDATE ...As you will recall, the examination of the draft local plan was suspended part way through due to the
identification of significant flaws by the independent planning inspectors who concluded several times that the plan should be
withdrawn by Stroud District Council. SDC has refused to do so and continued to pour more resources and hundreds a of
thousands of pounds of resident's money into a plan, which is a lost cause, over the past few years. Earlier this month the
inspectors have again concluded that the plan should be withdrawn. You can read the full details here.
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/zqclzmny/id-020-stroud-letter-09-october-2025.pdf. Watch this space!

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 8 T0 10% - CUBS HAS
RETURNED TO SLIMBRIDGE! Expect games, craft, learning new
skills and much more. We are planning Christmas fun, plus joint
events with local groups including a Go Bananas sleepover in
February. Meetings are every Tuesday in termtime, 6:30-
8pm at:Slimbridge Scout Hut, WWT Overflow Car Park Not old
enough yet? Slimbridge Beavers meet at the hut every Monday,
6-7 pm for ages 5% to 8. Want to help out? The Scout group is
always looking for more adult volunteers! Come along to a
session or email bsl@slimbridgescoutgroup.org.

N.B. ROSIE’S WOOD 2026 will be on 13t June.

Join us for a MAGICAL CHRISTMAS MIARKET! Step into the festive spirit
on Saturday 1371H DECEMBER, 11AM — 3PM at Slimbridge Village Hall

for a heart-warming day in support of the animals in need at
CorswoLD DoGs AND CATsS HOME. Enjoy hot chocolate, homemade

cakes, family fun, and a wonderful selection of stalls. From
handmade pet toys and sparkling ornaments to jewellery, sweets,
and natural skincare, there is something for everyone. Little ones
can post their Christmas wishes in our festive post box before
meeting Santa in his Grotto and receiving a special gift to take home.
A day full of magic, memories, and festive cheer for the whole
family!

COPY FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER to Jane Hawkins, 4 Ryalls Court, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge, Glos. GL2 7AH Tel:
01453 890463. Email janehawkins463@gmail.com by 20™ JANUARY 2026.
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