
 

WISLOE ACTION GROUP  In February WAG reported that we were awaiting the Inspectors’ response to SDC’s submission of 5th 

December 2024. We stated then that we felt that SDC had not addressed the main concern about securing the necessary funding to 

develop the M5 junctions 12 and 14. The Inspectors’ letter of 7th February concluded that insufficient evidence had been produced and 

they did not have confidence that the J12 and J14 schemes could be successfully funded and delivered during the plan period and so the 

Plan should be withdrawn. SDC sent an extremely robust response on 3 March challenging many of the Inspectors’ conclusions and 

demanding the Examination should be reopened. The Inspectors’ letter of 9 th April stated no new evidence had been produced and it 

would not be in the best interests of delivering the homes required in Stroud district by agreeing to further prolong the Examination. SDC 

sent a letter to the Inspectors on 11 th July asking them to consider new evidence and to reopen the Examination. This evidence is 

National Highways reports on capacity assessments for the M5 junctions 12,13 and 14. The report for Junction 14 has concluded that a 

major redesign of the junction is not needed and the solution is to extend the northbound-off slip road. It acknowledges that there will be 

significant peak time queues on the A38 (over 1 km long) and the B4059 but National Highways are now only concerned about the impact 

on the M5. The South Gloucestershire Council is responsible for agreeing the Junction 14 issue and previously rejected a lower level of 

congestion and we await their Statement of Common Ground. The conclusions are based on data supplied by SDC. WAG have a number of 

issues with the report, not least that the traffic modelling is from 2021 data which will be significantly lower than pre covid levels. WAG 

have, therefore, engaged a traffic consultant to review the report. The Inspectors have not yet replied to SDC. 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH BONUS BALL SWEEPSTAKES   There are two 

numbers becoming available at the end of November. The cost is £1 a 

week. This can be paid as a single payment of £26 to cover the rest of the 

Bonus Ball year, or in quarterly or monthly instalments. Payment can be 

by BACS, cheque or cash. Please contact Ros Davies if you would like to 

join this useful fundraiser for our ancient and beautiful parish church: 

Slimbridge.bonus@btinternet.com or 07481 018988 

  

  

. 

 

SINGING FOR FUN  [not for performance] in 

SLIMBRIDGE. If you enjoy singing but don’t necessarily 

want to join a choir, come and join us at our one-off 

autumn session at 13:30 on Monday 20 October in 

Slimbridge Village Hall. We sing a wide variety of songs 

so there is something for everyone to enjoy. Our weekly 

winter sessions will recommence in the New Year. 

 

WOTTON BRANCH OF THE GLOUCESTER & BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS will be holding their 

AGM in Slimbridge on Saturday 8 November. The bells will be rung from 15:00 till 16:30. There may also be ringing in the evening 

after the business meeting has been completed. 

SLIMBRIDGE GARDENING CLUB We are 

welcoming Emily Harper from Wild Hogs 
Hedgehog Rescue on Tues 14 October. 
Running since 2010 they work closely 
with the local vet and other partners to 
provide the best possible care to sick, 
injured and orphaned hedgehogs and 
hoglets. All welcome. Guests £4. Flower, 
pot plant and produce competition.  
 

SLIMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL At last! The new heating has been installed. We 

can now WARMLY welcome you to the hall in the coming colder months. The main 

hall heaters look the same and switch on in the same way. In the Jubilee Room, we 

have three electric heaters. They are easy to use, and the instructions are above each 

of the three heaters. (The old heater in the Jubilee Room will be removed in due 

course). The Village Hall committee are keen to know about your experiences and 

hopes for the Village Hall that sits at the heart of our community. Please feel free to 

contact me with your thoughts and suggestions. Thank you. Nia Wills 07846 119531 

THE CLARION MAGAZINE AND TEA AND CAKE EVENT ……In October, Slimbridge residents will receive a complimentary copy of The 

Clarion magazine through their letterboxes. Inside, we share stories, news, and events from across Slimbridge, Coaley, and Cam. You are warmly 
invited to join us for Tea & Cake as we celebrate the church at the heart of our village on Saturday 12th October 4.00pm St Johns Church, 
Slimbridge. Tea, cake, and conversation Harvest flower display A warm welcome and friendly chat. A lovely opportunity to come together, enjoy the 
beauty of the church, and meet new people. 
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SLIMBRIDGE WI will be holding their next meeting on 

Wednesday October 8th at 7.30pm in the village hall. 
The speaker Chef Greg will be giving an interesting 

talk  about the art of  pickling, with differing ingredients 
and fermentation to create unique flavours.  Guests 
welcome £5. Contact 07785293688 to book place. Our 

Autumn Quiz is also planned for Saturday 11th October 
at 7.30pm. A bar licence and Harvest Platter will be on 
offer. Tickets priced at £14 are on sale in Slimbridge PO 

and from members and text 07715437552. Tables of 4 
per team. And fewer than 4 people being matched up 
in a team.  Also the AGM of the Slimbridge WI will be 

held on November 5th and the Xmas event on 
December 10th.  

 

SLIMBRIDGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY …….I can’t quite believe it, but up next 
is our final talk of the year and it's going to be a real showstopper and one not to 
be missed! The Society's very own double act of Lucy Kattenhorn and Pamela 
Storey will be delivering a talk on the fascinating history of The A38 – A Road 
Through Time. We drive along or across the A38 every day without giving it a 
thought, but our local road has been witness to two thousand years of history – 
from ancient trackway to modern highway. So come and hear the surprising and 
gripping stories of turnpikes, tragedies and travellers ,from horsepower 
to motorcar, as we take you on a journey from Roman road builders to the coming 
of the M5. See if you can you identify the 5 Pubs, 4 Garages, 3 Schools, 2 Shops 
and 1 Cafe which have lined this intriguing route through our community. Please 
come along and join us on Wednesday 15 October at 7.30pm in Slimbridge 
Village Hall. Free entry for members. Membership is £10 (which grants you 
access to the online History Drive archives) — or £4 for visitors.  
                                                                                       Lee James, Chairman. 

 

COPY FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER to Jane Hawkins, 4 Ryalls Court, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge, Glos.  

GL2 7AH. Tel: 01453 890463. Email janehawkins463@gmail.com by 19th November 2025  

(please note earlier date) 
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