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Slimbridge Parish Council
Annual Report 2024 / 2025

Welcome to the annual report of Slimbridge Parish Council where you will find details of
your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded,
along with the activities of the council over the past year.

The Parish Council meets on the third Monday of every month for a full council meeting in
the village hall. Then on the first Monday of every month for planning meetings where
there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and speak in
an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum

Your Councillors:

Cllr Mike Stayte (Chairman) | Cllr.mike.stayte@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 01453 890330
Cllr John Cullimore (Vice Cllr.john.cullimore@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07808 306812
Chairman)

Cllr Elizabeth Ferrigno Cllr.elizabeth.ferrigno@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk | 07703 811335
Cllr Anna Butcher Cllr.anna.butcher@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07980 544842
Cllr Steve Tilley Cllr.steve.tilley@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07852 739434
Giles Storey Recently resigned as Cllr - vacancy available

Caroline Tatham Recently resigned as Cllr - vacancy available

Projects undertaken and what is coming up:

Playing Field: The new air source heat pump and heating have been installed, this was
achieved with a couple of grants plus monies in the budget. The next aim is looking at
having the kitchen re-fitted so as to modernise and make more useable. The drainage on
the playing field car park has also been repaired.
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Neighbourhood Development Plan: The NDP was adopted and is now a part of the Parish
Council’s responses in planning applications

Slimbridge Road Safety Group: The SRS group continue to rotate 3 Vehicle Activated Signs
around the village, and these have been having a positive impact. The group continue to
liaise with Gloucestershire County Council and the Police on lowering the speed limit to
20mph, this remains a frustrating task as communications and regulations seem to keep
changing. The two Community Cameras being used as an educational tool working in
partnership with the police who send out regular letters is working well. Data shows that
speeds are reducing. The Clerk, along with other parishes continue working with the police
on this programme across Gloucestershire.

Finance of the Parish Council: The finances and information on the precept can be found
on the parish council website at https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/finance/. For hard copies
please request from the Clerk.

Solar Farm Community Fund: This continues to be received each October with grants being
given out in December. Grants this year have gone to the Slimbridge Primary School for
outdoor learning space, Parish Council for lighting in the Village Hall car park, Slimbridge
Legion Social Club for the skittles alley and St Johns PCC for repair to the Tower stairs. To
apply for funding please look out for further information and applications are usually
received in September / October for consideration. Information on this is available on the
website and will be published nearer the time. We do need a new member to be on this
panel as one person is replaced each year. If you wish to be involved in this, please let me
know and | will put your name ‘into a hat’ to be drawn at the next public council meeting.

Footpaths and Verges groups: It would be great to revitalise a working group to help
maintain some of the simple elements of the footpaths such as cutting back brambles
when they first begin poking out, highlighting paths that need attention for Public Rights
of Way. If this is something you can spare some time for, please do get in touch. it would
be good to some nature spotting too to record for our Biodiversity records.

St Johns Church: This has been a successful project. 24 listed tombs along with the railings
and gates have been conserved and restored for future generations. There are some
finishing off elements such as a sign lectern in the churchyard to explain about the project
and photobooks to be developed as a historical record of the works that was done. This
was all thanks to a grant received from The National Heritage Lottery. We now need to
have a maintenance plan in place to ensure the tombs don’t get overgrown again and also
to uncover some of the other tombs that weren’t part of this project and remove the
vegetation from them. We will aim to arrange some working parties to do this, so please
let the Clerk know if you are able to help out - a lot can be achieved with a few people
and some cake!

Biodiversity: The Parish Council has held an initial meeting of those interested in being
part of this. Cllr Steve Tilley is leading on this and we will be aiming to start up some
projects soon, as well as hoping people will become involved in recording what you see
such as wildflowers, birds and animals.

Additional projects: Along with the above projects the Parish Council will also look at
renewing the welcome signs into Slimbridge which have ‘twinning’ on them, as the parish
is now no longer twinned, it would be good to get these updated and more relevant.

Lighting for the Village hall car park - money has been awarded from the Solar farm, so it
is planned for this to be looked at soon
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And streaming technology so as to film the Parish Council meetings and make them more
accessible to those who may not be able to attend or would like to catch up at a later
time on the discussion and decisions of the Parish Council.

Chairman’s report

Thank you all for coming tonight and the purpose of this report is to outline some of the
business the Council has undertaken over the past year. Most of the highlights have been
summarised in the Annual Report you have all received but | will stress a few key points: -

1. The precept for the year has been kept at last year’s level; no increase or
decrease. | suspect we will be one of the few Councils that will achieve this.

2. Our most successful project this year has been the restoration of the tombs and
railings of the churchyard. This has been achieved with a £116k grant from the
National Heritage Lottery Fund.

3. Another project nearing completion is the replacement of the heating in the
Pavilion, with an air source heat pump. Again, this has been part funded by a grant
from the Rural Prosperity fund.

4. The Council has continued to support The Slimbridge Road Safety Group in trying to
lower the speed limits in some of our more rural lanes.

5. The Council has been most grateful to the members of WAG who have tirelessly
fought against the Wisloe development and are still watching future developments.
The SDC local plan seems to be in total turmoil.

6. Future plans will include lighting for the Village Hall car park and Biodiversity
schemes. The later will include recording and preserving the various wildlife in the
village.

7. You may be interested in the total grants the Parish Council has received over the
past 7 years. They total £276, 266 for the various projects completed (see list
below). The Parish Council was recently called “sparky”; when asked why, the
reply was “at least they try to get things done”.

8. The Council has always tried to convey Parishioners views to SDC Planning
department. Our views about the Battery Farm were mostly ignored and we are
waiting to see the Emergency Plan. We will also see whether our views on the Wild
Goose Lodge development will be listened to; the Council have grave reservations
about the access road.

I would now like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors, two of which we
have lost recently for personal reasons, and to point out we now have two vacancies. |
must also thank County Councillor Stephen Davies and District Councillors Lindsey Green
and Charlie Tuffin. All three regularly attend our Meetings and have contributed a great
deal to the running of the Parish Council by conveying our views and “getting things
done”. And finally, a special mention to our Clerk, Mrs Helen Dunn, who has pointed the
Council in the right direction in obtaining the various grants and has kept me on “the
straight and narrow” in my first year as the Chairman.



Grants obtained (in no order) 2017/18 - 2024/25

Grant from What for Amount
Football Foundation Pavilion extension £ 9,404.00
Gloucestershire County Jubilee mugs £ 737.50
Council
Locality grant Neighbourhood Plan £9,991.73
Police and Crime ANPR camera £ 1,500.00
Commissioner
Build Back Better Fund Weed spraying £ 420.00
SDC Severn mitigation Fund | Planting for car park on £ 3,213.00

bunds
SDC Severn Mitigation Fund | Tarmac of disabled areain | £ 11,042.84
Patch car park
SDC Covid grant £ 500.00
Ernest Cook Trust Amphitheatre £ 10,000.00
Barnwood Trust (mostly Scale, Summit and Slide £ 15,000.00
done by PARCS)
GCC, WWT, CaRT and Tudor | Patch car park £ 40,000
Arms
GCC Growing Communities | Playing field pathway £ 17,000.00
Fund, SEN and Highways
Gloucestershire Playing PARCS £ 2,000.00
Field Association
Awards for All Lottery PARCS £ 10,000.00
Various organisations Working group from PARCS | £ 20,180.30
obtained numerous grants
from all over the place
The National Heritage Churchyard tombs £ 116,000.00
Lottery restoration
Rural Prosperity Grant Air source heat pump in £9,277.00

Pavilion

Amount

£ 276,266.37

Plus the Parish Council receive the Solar Farm Fund each year which is distributed to
community organisations including the Parish Council. Since this began in 2015 the Parish
Council have received £50,129.00 for local projects.




