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Slimbridge Parish Council
Annual Report 2023 / 2024

Welcome to the annual report of Slimbridge Parish Council where you will find details of
your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded,
along with the activities of the council over the past year.

The Parish Council meets on the third Monday of every month for a full council meeting in
the village hall. Then on the first Monday of every month for planning meetings where
there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and speak in
an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum

Your Councillors:

Cllr Philip Garrett Cllr.phil.garrett@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 01453 890177
(Chairman)

Cllr John Cullimore (Vice Cllr.john.cullimore@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07808 306812
Chairman)

Cllr Alex Durkin Cllr.alex.durkin@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07770 596611
Cllr Elizabeth Ferrigno Cllr.elizabeth.ferrigho@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk | 07703 811335
Cllr Mike Stayte Cllr.mike.stayte@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 01453 890330
Cllr Giles Storey Cllr.giles.storey@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07925 315351
Cllr Anna Butcher Cllr.anna.butcher@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 07980 544842

Projects undertaken and what is coming up:

Playing Field: New tables and chairs have been purchased for the Pavilion from monies
from the Solar farm fund. Specifications and quotes are being looked at to put in new
water and heating system which will be more efficient to run; this could be a more
greener energy system if we qualify, and grants will be looked at. Also looking at having
the kitchen re-fitted so as to modernise and make more useable. The drainage on the
playing field car park will also be addressed this summer.


mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:Cllr.phil.garrett@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.john.cullimore@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.alex.durkin@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.elizabeth.ferrigno@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.mike.stayte@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.giles.storey@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.anna.butcher@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

The Patch Car Park The double yellow lines are now down in the parish, and
communications continue with Gloucestershire highways in the enforcing and signage of
this. The camera is being renewed and this will now be paid for by the Parish Council on a
monthly basis with the company.

The Local Plan and Wisloe Green: The Parish Council have continued to object to the site
of Wisloe Green in the revised Local Plan consultations. SPC and WAG continue to work
alongside each other in these objectives. The Parish Council have budgeted to assist with
this in terms of any consultations that may need to be carried out to demonstrate points.
The Local Plan has now been given a 10 month delay, so any outcomes and further
consultations on this will be responded to as and when they come out, and this may
involve further consultant advice.

Neighbourhood Development Plan: The NDP is due to go to referendum at the same time
as the elections. Please look out for information on this.

Slimbridge Road Safety Group: The SRS group continue to rotate 3 Vehicle Activated Signs
around the village, and these have been having a positive impact. The group continue to
liaise with Gloucestershire County Council on lowering the speed limit to 20mph. Two
Community Cameras are now in place in the parish and are being used as an educational
tool working in partnership with the police who will be sending out regular letters and
further actions where required. The Clerk, along with 4 other parishes continue working
with the police on this programme across Gloucestershire.

Finance of the Parish Council: The finances and information on the precept can be found
on the parish council website at https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/finance/. For hard copies
please request from the Clerk.

Solar Farm Community Fund: This continues to be received each October with grants being
given out in December. Grants this year have gone to the Slimbridge Scouts for the
continuing of setting up their new cabin, Friends of Slimbridge School for outdoor
enhancement, Slimbridge Parish Council for Pavilion tables and chairs, Slimbridge WI
bringing back theatre to Slimbridge, and Slimbridge Village hall towards the refurbishment
of the kitchen. To apply for funding please look out for further information and
applications are usually received in September / October for consideration. Information on
this is available on the website and will be published nearer the time. We do need a new
member to be on this panel as one person is replaced each year. If you wish to be involved
in this, please let me know and | will put your name ‘into a hat’ to be drawn at the next
public council meeting.

Footpaths and Verges groups: Volunteers in the parish who take care of the area on the
corner of Dursley Road / A38 and also now the entrance to Slimbridge on the St Johns
Road off the roundabout, maintaining the verge as a wildlife haven, but also ensuring it
looks welcoming to everyone too. Also keeping on top of some of the local footpaths, and
reporting issues where needed to keep the routes clear and usable.

St Johns Church: The faculty for the works is currently going through and grants are being
applied for. If anyone has any history on the tombs, this would be great to include in the
project if you wish to share.

Biodiversity: The Parish Council have new policies on Biodiversity, and we need to put
together a document showing what we have in the parish, and how we can promote and
involve everyone in being part of encouraging biodiversity in the parish. If anyone has
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skills within this and wishes to be part of a group in the parish promoting this, please
contact the parish Clerk.

New logo: The Parish Council has a new logo, with thanks to parishioner Ruth Taylor who
designed this for us.

Additional projects: Along with the above projects the Parish Council will also look at
renewing the welcome signs into Slimbridge which have ‘twinning’ on them, as the parish
is now no longer twinned, it would be good to get these updated and more relevant.

Lighting for the Village hall car park - looking at solar options

And streaming technology so as to film the Parish Council meetings and make them more
accessible to those who may not be able to attend or would like to catch up at a later
time on the discussion and decisions of the Parish Council.

Chairman’s report

The purpose of this report is to update you on what we, as your Parish Council, have been
up to in the past 12 months; it also gives you an opportunity to ask questions about the
services we provide, or to raise any other matters that fall within the Parish Council’s
authority. It is now my pleasure to present the Annual Report on the activities of
Slimbridge Parish Council for the Year 2023/24.

Firstly there are an element of people that believe Parish Councillors are paid, this is not
the case, all councillors are “volunteers”, they draw no salary or expenses from Slimbridge
Parish accounts. Slimbridge Councillors contribute a lot of their personal time attending
Parish council meetings (full council - 11 per year, planning meetings - 12 per year if
warranted), in addition attend meetings with GCC, SDC and Highways, contractors etc.
Personal costs associated with being a Councillor are not claimed for - items such as motor
mileage, IT items, stationary, phone calls etc.

This leads me into the Precept for 2024/25, we have had to increase this reluctantly by
7.2% to enable councillors to full fill the requirements of what is considered beneficial to
the Parish, 7.2% looks high in comparison to inflation, but should be looked at in
conjunction with the overall Precept, it equates to approximately 19p per week on a Band
D and 27p per week on a Band F property.

We strive to ensure all approved building applications are in keeping with the needs of the
Parish always bearing in mind a development’s neighbours and the effect on the village -
visual impact; traffic concerns; avoidance of overdevelopment; and public safety.
Councillors may be required to attend SDC Development Control Committee (DCC) at Ebley
Mill to put the Parish Councils case for objection to a planning application (when
necessary), however we may not always get the result we want.

The Parish does encounter a lot of what could be considered wasted time and effort in
trying to get projects moving and trying to get corrective action implemented by the
“Authority”, our Clerk is constantly chasing departments to get action on projects Parish
councillors have requested, a few examples.

Replacement - No waiting signs at the Patch, which disappeared!!
The “Horse Rider” sign from the entrance to the village which disappeared!!

Pot Holes within the village.



Fence on the corner of Ryalls Lane and Longaston Lane.
Laybys in Ryalls lane.

Broken fence in The Close.

Broken fence in Gossington/Moorend Lane.

PROJECTS ADDRESSED 2023/24

New picnic tables in the playing field.

Maintenance and up keep of footpaths.

Refurbishment of Bus Shelters.

Activities associated with the replacement of the surface drainage in the RBL.
Upgrading of the cricket nets.

New tables and chairs in the Pavilion.

PROPOSED PROJECTS 2024/25

Refurbishment of the Pavilion kitchen and shower facilities.
Upgrade the heating system (looking at Ground source).
Biodiversity within the Parish

Installation of drainage system in RBL to alleviate flood risk.
NDP referendum due on 2 May 24.

A special thank you to the various groups and individuals who make the Parish of
Slimbridge such a special place to live, thank you.

| would like to thank David Thombs and members of the NDP working group for the effort
in producing the NDP.

WAG committee again for the amount of hours spent on work related to the objection to
the proposed Wisloe development.

Members of the Road Safety Group that has regularly moved the VAS equipment around
the village and recording all relevant data, along with negotiating with respective
agency’s on the feasibility of a 20mph within the Parish.

Thank you to members of the Solar Fund committee for overseeing this year’s application
and recommending their findings to the parish Council for endorsement.

A thank you to County Councillor Stephen Davis, District Councillors Haydn Jones, Gordon
Craig and Lindsey Green for their support over the past year.

There were many things that | could report, but the list above demonstrates the wide
range and extent of the works carried out by your Councillors. | am proud of the way our
Councillors have conducted themselves, despite some difficult times. | hope that, as
residents, you are confident that your Parish Council has looked after the needs of
Slimbridge Parish as best it can. Please do let us know if there are areas within our
responsibility that you feel could be improved upon or changed. If you are interested to
understand more of how or what we are doing, then you can go to our notice boards, web



site, Facebook page or even pop along to one of our meetings where you can have up to 10
minutes to discuss items on the agenda or something you would like to bring up at a future
meeting. Finally, I’d like to thank all the Councillors for volunteering their time not only
for Council meetings but for activities/support for schemes within the parish.

Finally a thank you to our Clerk Helen, for all the hard work over the past 12 months, as
always an excellent job this year keeping all Councillors in check, in addition advising
Councillors of possible grants available in support of projects.

Philip Garrett

Chairman



