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Slimbridge Parish Council 

Annual Report 2021 / 2022 
Welcome to the annual report of Slimbridge Parish Council where you will find details of 

your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure is funded, 

along with the activities of the council over the past year.  

The Parish Council meets on the third Monday of every month for a full council meeting in 

the village hall. Then on the first Monday of every month for planning meetings where 

there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and speak in 

an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum 

Your Councillors: 

Cllr Philip Garrett 
(Chairman) 

Cllr.phil.garrett@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  
 

01453 890177 

Cllr John Cullimore (Vice 
Chairman) 

Cllr.john.cullimore@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07808 306812 

Cllr Alex Durkin Cllr.alex.durkin@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07770 596611 

Cllr Elizabeth Ferrigno Cllr.elizabeth.ferrigno@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
 

01453 899866 

Cllr Mike Stayte Cllr.mike.stayte@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  01453 890330 

Cllr Giles Storey Cllr.giles.storey@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07925 315351 

Cllr Anna Butcher Cllr.anna.butcher@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  07971 159145 

 

Projects undertaken and what is coming up: 

PARCS: The amphitheatre has been completed. And a table tennis table installed.   

Playing Field: The pavilion now has wi-fi. The Parish Council will be looking at having an 

energy audit done on the pavilion to see how savings can be made and become more 

carbon neutral. The drains on the playing field car park will also be looked at to see what 

works may be required to assist alleviating flood issues during bad weather.  

The Patch Car Park Cllrs are looking at the disabled area of the car park to make it easier 

to walk on and use mobility aids and wheelchairs. The double yellow continue to have 

delays, which are out of the hands of the Parish Council as we continue to liaise and wait 

for with Highways on the Traffic Road Order. A second consultation is due to commence. 
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Two Jubilee oak trees were planted on the corners of the car park as part of the Jubilee 

celebrations.  

The Local Plan and Wisloe Green: The Parish Council have continued to object to the site 

of Wisloe Green in the revised Local Plan consultations. Wisloe Action Group (WAG) 

continue to do much work in opposing this too. SPC and WAG continue to work alongside 

each other in these objectives. The Parish Council have budgeted to assist with this in 

terms of any consultations that may need to be carried out to demonstrate points.  

Neighbourhood Development Plan: The steering group continue to make good progress, 

and the draft NDP is in the making with policies shaping from the information gathered 

from all the consulting done with the parish. All information on the NDP is on the website 

and will continue to be sent out via e-mails and facebook to keep everyone involved. 

Various projects are coming out of the NDP, and recently a Cambridge Queening apple 

tree has been planted on the Cambridge Green.  

Slimbridge Road Safety Group: The SRS group continue to rotate 3 Vehicle Activated Signs 

around the village, and these have been having a positive impact. The group continue to 

liaise with Gloucestershire County Council on lowering the speed limit to 20mph and Quiet 

Lanes, although again we are at the hands of waiting for GCC to put together their Road 

Safety Policy before we can continue. It is hoped we will be part of a pilot trial as part of 

this policy.  

Finance of the Parish Council: The finances and information on the precept can be found 

on the parish council website at https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/finance/. For hard copies 

please request from the Clerk.  

Solar Farm Community Fund: This continues to be received each October with grants being 

given out in December. Grants this year have gone to the Slimbridge Scouts for setting up 

their new cabin, Friends of Slimbridge School for iPads and keyboards, Wisloe Action 

Group for consultations, and Slimbridge Parish Council for a survey on listed tombs in the 

churchyard. To apply for funding please look out for further information and applications 

are usually received in September / October for consideration. Information on this is 

available on the website and will be published nearer the time. We do need a new 

member to be on this panel as one person is replaced each year. If you wish to be involved 

in this, please let me know and I will put your name ‘into a hat’ to be drawn at the next 

public council meeting. 

Footpaths group: A group of volunteers have formed to carry our various maintenance 

tasks on the local footpath network to keep them accessible. We are also looking at 

rejuvenating the coloured footpaths for the Jubilee weekend, some changes are being 

made to the original planned routes on advice from Public Rights of Way and a new 

suggested route is also being considered. Look out for more information on this as we get 

closer to the Jubilee weekend.  

Events group: A group of local people are also putting on various activities over the 

Jubilee weekend too so as all the community can hopefully join in with something they 

enjoy and socialise together. It is hoped that the group will continue to organise other 

events in the future.   

Canal, tourism, and parking group: With the promotion of the canal at both District and 

County level occurring, a group is being formed to look at how the parish can best manage 

the effects this has on the locality especially at the high tourist areas and busy seasons. 
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This will involve liaising with various bodies to see if there are any feasible and viable 

ways forward.  

St Johns Church: As the Parish Council is now responsible for the maintenance of the 

churchyard, with some recent damage to a listed tomb, it has been resolved to carry out a 

survey on all the listed tombs in the churchyard and then look at what works maybe 

required to ensure they continue to provide historical value in the parish for years to 

come. It is planned to apply for funding for any potential work that be required.  

Chairman’s report 

During the period of this report there have been no major building developments within 

the parish; applications have mainly been for extensions/minor conversions to existing 

properties. 

Activities on current projects along with proposed future projects have been restricted 

due to the knock on effects of the pandemic, along with the availability of support from 

GCC, SDC, again due to the pandemic, and availability of staff etc.  Typically a major 

effect has been the delay in the approval and installation of the double yellow lines 

outside the school and at the Patch Car Park. 

Pavilion: a new range electric/gas cooker has been kindly donated by Berkeley Power 

Station to the Parish Council; this has been installed within the kitchen of the pavilion. 

New fencing has been erected by the cricket club with a donation from the Solar Fund, 

fencing off the rear of the area behind the pavilion safeguarding the cricket club’s covers 

from any tampering etc. 

Slimbridge Road Safety Group: I would like to record my thanks to Geoff Simms and the 

members of the Road Safety Team for their continued activity in rotating the VAS cameras 

within the village, collating the data and pursuing the feasibility of 20mph speed limit 

within the village. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan: David Thombs has taken on the Chairman role for this 

project, I would like to record my thanks and appreciation to the time he has devoted to 

the project along with members of the committee. There is some interesting information 

appearing from the project. 

Wisloe Action Group: Slimbridge Parish Council along with the Wisloe Action Group 

continue objecting to the proposed Wisloe Site, I would like to thank the group for their 

continue efforts on this project.  

Footpaths: A recently formed group of volunteers have taken on the task at looking at the 

footpaths within the Parish. There are a few footpaths that in the past have become 

difficult to access due to being overgrown, the volunteers will with the aid of tools and 

equipment supplied to them, take on these challenges, I am sure they would welcome 

additional volunteers! 

Gigaclear: There is still work to be done by Gigaclear, the Parish Council is aware of 

properties within the Parish that still do not have the option of this new service.  We are 

led to believe these properties are on the “to do” list; there is however an element of 

contractual issues yet to be resolved with BT etc. 

Visitors: The Parish Council is aware of the increase in visitors to the village, especially in 

the vicinity of the canal, we believe an element of this has been due to the pandemic and 



the staycation increase. The Parish Council will be a member of a team looking at 

activities on the canal especially within the area of canal at The Patch. 

Defibrillators: The 3 Defibrillators located at Slimbridge Village Hall, Slimbridge Social 

Club and the Phone Box on Cambridge Green are monitored on a weekly basis to ensure 

they are fully serviceable in the event of their need. 

Community Advice Panel: I would like to record my thanks and appreciation to this year’s 

members of the Community Advice Panel. Councillors endorsed the Community Advice 

Panel recommendations on this year’s Solar fund applications.   

Christmas Tree: May I thank the team that co-ordinated the Christmas Tree lights on 

Cambridge Green this year. There were a few issues on putting the lights up this year, 

which meant they went up a little later than planned.  However it is hoped to address this 

issue in future years. 

Volunteers/Helpers: On behalf of the Parish Councillors and myself, please accept our 

thanks and appreciation to all the volunteers/helpers that have supported various projects 

and schemes over the past 12 months. Apologises if I have not personally identified you in 

my report – your help has not gone unnoticed, thank you. 

Finally: There is a terrific amount of work carried out by your councillors, and clerk 

behind the scenes, that are not always noted and/or recorded, to this end, I would like to 

record my personal thanks to our County, District, Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk, 

Helen for their support over this reporting period. 

 

 


