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Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Annual Parish Meeting of Slimbridge
Monday 4™ April, 7.30pm
Slimbridge Village Hall
Minutes

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs A Butcher, A Durkin, J Cullimore, G Storey, M Stayte, E
Ferrigno, Parish Clerk H Dunn, 19 parishioners

To receive apologies
Clir H Jones

To approve the Minutes of the meeting 28" April 2021
These had been circulated and were approved at the meeting

Report by Chairman

During the period of this report there have been no major building developments within the
parish; applications have mainly been for extensions/minor conversions to existing
properties.

Activities on current projects along with proposed future projects have been restricted due to
the knock on effects of the pandemic, along with the availability of support from GCC, SDC,
again due to the pandemic, and availability of staff etc. Typically a major effect has been the
delay in the approval and installation of the double yellow lines outside the school and at the
Patch Car Park.

Pavilion: a new range electric/gas cooker has been kindly donated by Berkeley Power
Station to the Parish Council; this has been installed within the kitchen of the pavilion. New
fencing has been erected by the cricket club with a donation from the Solar Fund, fencing off
the rear of the area behind the pavilion safeguarding the cricket club’s covers from any
tampering etc.

Slimbridge Road Safety Group: | would like to record my thanks to Geoff Simms and the
members of the Road Safety Team for their continued activity in rotating the VAS cameras
within the village, collating the data and pursuing the feasibility of 20mph speed limit within
the village.

Neighbourhood Development Plan: David Thombs has taken on the Chairman role for this
project, | would like to record my thanks and appreciation to the time he has devoted to the
project along with members of the committee. There is some interesting information
appearing from the project.

Wisloe Action Group: Slimbridge Parish Council along with the Wisloe Action Group continue
objecting to the proposed Wisloe Site, | would like to thank the group for their continue
efforts on this project.

Footpaths: A recently formed group of volunteers have taken on the task at looking at the
footpaths within the Parish. There are a few footpaths that in the past have become difficult
to access due to being overgrown, the volunteers will with the aid of tools and equipment
supplied to them, take on these challenges, | am sure they would welcome additional
volunteers!
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Gigaclear: There is still work to be done by Gigaclear, the Parish Council is aware of
properties within the Parish that still do not have the option of this new service. We are led
to believe these properties are on the “to do” list; there is however an element of contractual
issues yet to be resolved with BT etc.

Visitors: The Parish Council is aware of the increase in visitors to the village, especially in
the vicinity of the canal, we believe an element of this has been due to the pandemic and the
staycation increase. The Parish Council will be a member of a team looking at activities on
the canal especially within the area of canal at The Patch.

Defibrillators: The 3 Defibrillators located at Slimbridge Village Hall, Slimbridge Social Club
and the Phone Box on Cambridge Green are monitored on a weekly basis to ensure they
are fully serviceable in the event of their need.

Community Advice Panel: | would like to record my thanks and appreciation to this year’s
members of the Community Advice Panel. Councillors endorsed the Community Advice
Panel recommendations on this year’s Solar fund applications.

Christmas Tree: May | thank the team that co-ordinated the Christmas Tree lights on
Cambridge Green this year. There were a few issues on putting the lights up this year, which
meant they went up a little later than planned. However it is hoped to address this issue in
future years.

Volunteers/Helpers: On behalf of the Parish Councillors and myself, please accept our
thanks and appreciation to all the volunteers/helpers that have supported various projects
and schemes over the past 12 months. Apologises if | have not personally identified you in
my report — your help has not gone unnoticed, thank you.

Finally: There is a terrific amount of work carried out by your councillors, and clerk behind
the scenes, that are not always noted and/or recorded, to this end, | would like to record my
personal thanks to our County, District, Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk, Helen for
their support over this reporting period.

Report by Chair of Governors — Slimbridge School

Well, here we are again, looking back over what can only be described as a tumultuous year
with many, many challenges.

Our current number on roll is 126, expected to rise to 131 for this coming academic year.
With the increase in the number of homes being built in the vicinity, we do have a waiting list
and regular appeals going to the LA. Our good reputation locally often makes it the first
choice for parents. 30% of our current children are identified as requiring additional support
to varying degrees.

As a result of children missing so much face-to-face schooling during the pandemic,
Governors supported the creation of an additional learning group for the younger children, so
they are currently being taught in their age groups until KS2 where we retain our split years.
This has meant that over the whole school, all learning groups are much smaller, and our
maximum class size is currently just 21 children. This has enabled much better catch-up
focus, and progress has been impressive thanks to our dedicated teaching and support staff.
Although our budget is extremely tight, we are hoping to replicate this model through next
year too as absence by both staff and children due to Covid is still affecting the continuous
flow of education.

To limit the risk of contagion, class bubbles learn, eat and play together. We are still
applying fairly strict protocols in school as Covid cases are surging, nationally, again. A lot
of work has also gone into ensuring the mental wellbeing of the children is addressed.

There is no doubt, the impact of the past two years will have a long-lasting effect on many
children.

Despite the fact we have security cameras around the outside of the premises, thieves got
into the school in February and stole the lead flashing from the roof which resulted in
significant amounts of water seeping into the building during the heavy storms at that time.
This caused considerable damage throughout the old building with water coming through the
ceilings and running down walls, ruining carpets and many of the displays. The projected
cost of repairs is in excess of £20,000, fortunately, mostly covered by insurance. The
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original lead has now been replaced with a rubber substitute, ensuring theft is not such an
attractive proposition in the future! It is hoped to complete the redecoration required during
the Easter Holidays. We were not able to pursue the offenders as there were no clear CCTV
images.

Our children will be taking part in Young Voices in Birmingham again this year which is
always a memorable day for the children when they join with thousands of other children
from across the region and sing their hearts out.

We were extremely grateful for the Solar Fund donation enabling us to purchase IPads for
the children. These are used extensively across the school for lessons and benefit the
children considerably.

We are successfully using the back entrance of the school and many children walk through
the recreation ground to get to and from school. The car park at the Legion is utilised by
parents. We do have safety concerns for the children as the car park area is so tight and
have therefore requested parents reverse park to minimise risk.

As ever, we are extremely grateful for the efforts of The Friends of Slimbridge School who
work tirelessly to raise funds to purchase all sorts of things for the benefit and enrichment of
the children at school. Large purchases this year included a Smart TV for the Hall.

Sadly, after 12 years of service, Mrs Cooke, our headteacher is retiring this summer. She
has transformed the school during her tenure, and we are proud of the inclusive nature of
the school and its place in the community. A Team of Governors are currently going through
the recruitment process to find a new Head.

Parochial Charity Accounts Report

In 1774 William Smith, a Gossington Gent, bequeathed the yearly sum of £3, charged upon
his estates, to the Rector of Slimbridge for the purchase of bread, which was to be
distributed by him among the most deserving of the Parish of Slimbridge. This was to take
place yearly on St Thomas’ Day (at that time kept on 215 December, today July 3™) and for
ever.

In 1802 Mrs Catherine Worlock of Uley bequeathed £80 in trust to the Rector and wardens
of Slimbridge. 3% of the annual income was to be given for the purchase of bread for the
poor widows of Slimbridge and distributed annually on St Thomas Day.

Stephen Rudge, Gentleman of the Parish of Slimbridge, signed over to the Rector and
wardens, on the 5" January 1830, a piece of Henworthy Field in trust. Parts of the rents and
profits was to be given to the poor of Slimbridge Parish in bread, distributed annually on St
Thomas’ Day. The other part of the rents and profits was to be made available in support of
the Sunday school of the established church.

Balances bought forward from 2020 £ 3217.81. During 2021 donations received from
Warlock Charity £10.58; Smith Charity £18.36; and Rudge Charity £ 48.64. The interest was
£ 0.25 bringing the total to £ 3295.64. No Payments were made in the year leaving the total
at £ 3295.64. This money is held in 2 accounts — Charities Official Investment Fund Deposit
Account holds £ 2278.68 with the remainder of £1016.96 being held in Lloyds; these were
the audited accounts of which a copy was given to the Clerk.

Report by County Councillor

This year the theme of the Gloucestershire County Council budget is “Build back better.”
This year’s budget will be £519.6 million, an increase of £37m on last year.

This includes an extra £100m for roads, £150m injection into school buildings and further
investment in our market towns and high streets. There is a focus on supporting and
protecting the most vulnerable in our community, including a £14m additional investment in
Children and Young people services.

There is an additional £1m fund to go towards Climate Change in addition to the existing
plans for major cycle routes.

The budget also allocates £30k to each Councillor to invest in local highways schemes.
This is funded through a Council Tax increase of 1.99%, securing £10.2m and a 1% Adult
Social Care levy generating an additional £3.7m to protect the most vulnerable. Based on a
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Band D property, this equates to an increase of £3.50 / month. Despite the increased
investment this should still have Gloucestershire as one of the lowest Council Taxes of any
County Council.

Ofsted recently upgraded Children’s Services from inadequate to requires improvement
recognising Children in Gloucestershire are safer now.

| have had a lot of questions about what we are doing to support Ukrainian refugees. There
are 2 schemes, the first is where people with family connections are offering
accommodation, this is beginning to see some refugees arriving in Gloucestershire. The
second is the National Scheme where people have volunteered their homes for refugees. In
Gloucestershire over 200 people have offered help, this will now be followed with a check on
whether the accommodation is suitable and an accelerated DBS check. Additional money
has been provided to fund schools and other services.

We are now in a phase of Living with Covid, and it is not clear how long this will go on. It
means that occasionally we see a disruption in services including schools due to staff
absences, but generally in Gloucestershire we have seen a good provision of local services
throughout the pandemic, although | like others are increasingly concerned about Covid
being used as an excuse for delays.

More locally | have been working with the “Quiet Lanes” Group. There has been some
progress with the Speed Activated signs, where the feedback has been good, and the “20 is
plenty” signs. Gloucestershire County Council are working on a “Quiet Lanes” Strategy,
which Slimbridge will be considered for. However this will include consultation and some
cost so will take time. Hopefully though not as much time at the introduction of yellow lines in
Slimbridge which has been delayed for a number of reasons, but mainly staff shortages. |
believe there is now at least a plan.

Report by District Councillors

Reports from Parish Councillors

Slimbridge Village Hall — Clir Alex Durkin

During the year, the management committee has continued to maintain and update the
village hall with completion of a number of projects including work on the roof and provision
of a firewall between the Hall and the attached Church House, together with cleaning and re-
fireproofing the Stage curtains. Other ongoing projects include a review of the AV facilities in
the hall, and work to redesign the storage areas. The redesign is also planned to review
stage access for the disabled to ensure inclusivity.

Alan Smith has made 5 oak noticeboards for the village hall so that the various societies
could advertise their activities.

Sarah Davis has been working with the WI to produce a beautiful mosaic. This will soon be
put up on the village hall.

It is hoped that the Broadband connection and Wi-Fi will be available from Gigaclear in the
near future.

Post COVID the hall is starting to re-establish its bookings with many of the previous regular
bookings re-commencing and new bookings starting to come in.

A number of events are currently being planned for the Queens jubilee.

During the year the treasurer Pieter Koole, and bookings secretary Judy Chandra retired,
being replaced respectively by Phil Butcher and Hilary Kerr. Hillary has been instrumental to
revitalizing the village hall website and implementing an online booking system.

Severn Voice Parishes and Highways — Clir Mike Stayte

Severn Voice - This a cluster of 12 Parish Councils bordering this side of the Severn from
Hamfallow in the south, to Hardwicke and Elmore in the north. It meets two or three times a
year to discuss common problems and to be up dated by County Council and District
Council Councillors. There has been one meeting since April 2021 and this was dominated
by problems caused by CaRT (The Canal and River Trust). The consensus is that CaRT
look up and down the canal, but never on either side. The need for a new secondary school
was highlighted but its location has yet to be fixed.
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Highways - The condition of the Highways in the Parish is totally down to how much the
County Council have to spend. There have been a few successes over the past 12 months
but too many disappointments; the state of the two laybys down Ryalls Lane being a prime
example. We have regular meetings with the Highway manager for the area, to discuss
matters and to highlight our concerns. The amount of money needed to alleviate most of our
irritations is probably under £100,000 but this far too much for the County Council to afford in
our Parish.

Trees and Green issues — ClIr Elizabeth Ferrigno

The Cambridge Queening apple tree has been planted on Cambridge Green. This was
initiated by the Neighbourhood Development Plan looking at orchards and traditional trees
for this area. The tree was donated by Jenny Cotterill and Chris Bailes of this parish.

Two Jubilee Oak trees have been planted in the Patch Car Park as part of the Queen’s
Green Canopy. The trees were planted by two pupils, Elizabeth and Oscar, from Slimbridge
Primary School. A climate emergency plan has been adopted by the Parish Council and is
available to view on the Parish Council website.

Cemetery: - The hedges have recently been cut and all is looking tidy.

Parochial Church Council: - There are various on-going projects in the Church including the
possibility of installing a WC with disabled access inside the Church. Quotes have been
obtained for initial plans to be drawn up and for a survey to be undertaken.

There are plans to apply to remove a few of the pews in the rear section of the church to
enable the installation of the WC and for possibility of using the space for different activities.
The heating boiler has been repaired but is now very old and parts are no longer available.
The PCC has tried to obtain various quotes for a replacement, but now this is on hold as the
General Synod have suggested it might be difficult to obtain a faculty to replace it with a gas
boiler due to a conflict with the Church target to become carbon free by 2030.

The Wade Tomb has been surveyed and a quote provided to make repairs. This is currently
unsafe and is taped off. Following on from this, a full survey of all the table tombs in the
Churchyard has been commissioned and once received will enable the Parish Council to
apply for funding to complete a repair programme.

A churchyard project to create a wildlife area with bench for quiet contemplation has been
discussed. This would include items such as a stumpery and insect house to encourage
wildlife. It is hoped that pupils from Slimbridge school will become involved with this under
the general guidance of the PCC.

Playing Field Report — Clir John Cullimore

The amphitheatre was completed last summer, and the turf seems to now be well
established with a good covering of grass. Hopefully it will be well used during the coming
summer season.

Security fencing has been erected to the rear of the pavilion as well as cameras on the
building and on the entrance area of the playing field. This should help to deter anti-social
behaviour which has occurred to some extent over the past few years.

The field is extremely well used by several different football clubs throughout the year for
matches in the winter season as well as summer training.

Slimbridge Cricket Club have priority use during the summer for matches as well as junior
cricket on Sunday mornings. They will be running All Stars Cricket for 5-8 year old’s and
Dynamos Cricket for 9-11 year old’s.

The updated play area continues to be extremely popular, especially now the path to the rear
of the school is being well used. A new concrete plinth has been installed for the outdoor
table tennis table which should be in place very soon.

Also, Friends of Slimbridge School are putting on a circus on the Playing Field on June 26
which should raise much needed funds for the school — this is a first for Slimbridge!

The pavilion is available for hire — please contact the Clerk, Helen Dunn. It is an ideal
location for children’s' parties, especially in the summer as they can use the play area as
well.

Future projects include updating the kitchen area and seating inside the pavilion when
sufficient funds are available.
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Footpaths — Clirs Anna Butcher and Giles Storey

During the lock downs the Parish footpaths became much used and valued assets. The
findings from the 2021 Neighbourhood Development Plan Questionnaire of Residents’ Views
confirmed this. Information on the use of the various footpaths and any problems with them
was obtained and it was decided that there should be a specific topic and project on
footpaths within the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Initially, volunteers walked and reported on the various footpaths and bridleways and the
findings were collated and posted on the Slimbridge Parish Council website. A number of
issues were reported to Gloucestershire County Council Public Rights of Way. A few stiles
were cleared of overgrown vegetation.

Footpath Volunteer Working Group - It was agreed that we needed to formalise a working
group under the umbrella of the Parish Council. Volunteers came forward and, in February
this year, a training session was given to them by the Public Rights of Way team from
Gloucestershire County Council, who also provided us with equipment.

An immediate result from the training session was the repair, by Public Rights of Way, of the
bridge on Lightenbrook Lane leading to footpath CSL8. A working party has cleared
brambles from the bridge over the Lightenbrook.

Jubilee Walks - The main focus of the Group will be to relaunch the red, green and blue
circular walks for the Jubilee and provide updated maps and guides. We also intend to
introduce a new, stile free, purple walk. These walks will be signed with new colour markers.
We will be liaising with farmers and landowners to explain the aim of the project and the role
of the working group.

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group — Chairman David Thombs
Activities to date
The Slimbridge Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group continues
to make good progress and this report covers work completed over the last year and also
future activities.
The NDP Survey was distributed, and replies obtained from 42% of homes within the Parish
which is regarded as a very high return rate. This data was analysed, and four reports were
issued:

¢ Residents’ views report

¢ Residents’ views summary report

¢ Housing needs survey report

e Business’ views report
The Businesses report was considered to be unrepresentative and a further face to face,
simplified survey was conducted, and a report issued.
Locality funding to support the NDP was applied for and granted.
Progress of the NDP was publicised by articles in the Parish newsletter, a Zoom event,
regular attendance at the monthly Parish coffee mornings and other ad-hoc events. All
documents published have been made available on the Parish website and comments
sought. Stroud District Council have been kept up to date with progress and are satisfied
with the work to date.
Based on results of the surveys a number of themes were identified of interest to
parishioners. These were:

e Local green spaces
Community facilities
Footpaths
Views
Design guidance
Renewable energy
Tourism
Play areas
Allotments and orchards
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Heritage
Local heritage assets
Employment
Biodiversity
Broadband
Self-build housing
Sustainable design
Development sites
Traffic

¢ Flooding and sewage
It was recognised that engagement with young people was vital for the NDP, and that
serious attention must be given to the needs of all residents, especially the less able.
Place Studios, who had previously supported the development of the Cam and Dursley
NDPs were contracted to provide support to the project.
Further evidence was needed for most of the themes shown above. This was identified and
collected.
Based on the expanded evidence base a vision for the NDP was defined and comments
were elicited. Based on the vision, a set of objectives were defined, and comments sought.
The effects of tourism on the Parish still requires further evidence and a meeting has
recently been held with the WWT to help collect the evidence needed. In addition it was
recognised that residents were interested in objectives which were outside the scope of
planning policies, therefore in common with many existing NDPs, it was decided that non-
planning projects would be included in our NDP. The latest version of the Vision and
Objectives are shown below:
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: A VISION FOR SLIMBRIDGE
Looking ahead over the next 20 years, Slimbridge Parish will be a place where:
» Our villages and hamlets maintain their distinctive ambience, reflecting their close
connection to the peaceful countryside, strong community spirit and local character.
» Change continues to happen organically, as it has done over the centuries. New
development responds to the needs of local people.
» The quality of life is improved for residents of all ages and physical abilities.
» Opportunities to respond to climate change and manage flooding issues are taken.
» Biodiversity thrives; orchards and allotments flourish, green spaces are respected, and
the cherished views conserved.
» Tourism continues to benefit the parish economically; the local impacts of WWT are
managed through the encouragement of public transport, low emission vehicles and other
sustainable transport modes.
» Walking and cycling is easier; local rights of way and lanes are maintained and enhanced.
» Appropriate businesses and agriculture, especially those offering apprenticeships, are
encouraged. People can work from home easily.
» Improvements to and expansion of community facilities meeting the needs of the
community.
» The exploration and understanding of our rich heritage and archaeology will illuminate our
past and guide our way into the future.
OBJECTIVES FOR THE PLANNING POLICIES AND PARISH PROJECTS
Addressing the Climate Emergency in Slimbridge Parish
01 Upgrade the quality of new and existing residential and commercial buildings through
sustainable design and the use of sustainable construction, methods and materials that
reduce carbon emissions and energy demand.
02 Reduce the risk and impacts of flooding and sewerage problems in Slimbridge parish.
O3 Protect and improve biodiversity and ecosystems.
04 Promote and support local food production, particularly through the provision of
allotments, the preservation of existing orchards, the encouragement of new orchards and
the encouragement of shops selling produce grown locally.
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O5 Preserve existing trees, woodland and hedgerows and encourage the planting of new
native species.

06 Encourage community-led initiatives for local renewable energy schemes.

Locally Responsive Development and Design

O7 Ensure that all new developments are of high quality design that protects and enhances
the distinctive character of each village and hamlet within its setting.

08 Plan for a mix of open market and affordable housing to meet the needs of the local
community.

09 Enable and promote early community involvement for future development by following
the pre-application protocol.

010 Ensure that the design of any new large strategic developments protect and enhance
the character and distinctiveness of the parish.

011 Encourage self-build or custom build houses to help diversify the housing market,
increase choice, and contribute towards meeting local housing need.

Living and Working

012 Enable inclusive and accessible development that responds to the needs of residents of
all ages and physical abilities.

013 Retain, expand, or improve our community facilities, including play areas.

014 Designate Local Green Spaces.

015 Promote an integrated and accessible active travel network, encouraging the use of our
footpaths, bridleways, cycleways, and lanes.

016 Encourage the use of low carbon vehicles and provision of EV charging points.

017 Protect existing local employment and businesses, including our valued local
agricultural activity. Encourage the hiring of local employees and promote more
apprenticeships.

018 Encourage the diversification of our local economy, allowing flexibility for different types
of businesses (especially high tech) to start, expand and stay in the parish, and supporting
home working.

019 Tourism to be defined.

Landscape and Heritage

020 Maintain the locally valued key views within the Parish and visual connectivity with the
surrounding countryside.

021 Celebrate, protect and enhance the unique locally valued heritage assets in the Parish
and encourage further archaeological and historical investigations.

To satisfy O9, the Parish Council has already adopted a “Pre-application engagement
protocol”

Objective 010 is included to ensure that if PS37 (Wisloe Green) survives the public
examination, the NDP will mandate that the design is of the best quality, infrastructure is
provided at the appropriate time and that PS37 benefits not just future residents but also
existing residents of the Parish. The NDP will also ensure that even if PS37 does not
proceed, any future similar developments will be controlled.

Introductions have been written for the four subject areas above.

The existing Village Design Statement has been re-written to complement the NDP.

High quality photographs of the Parish have been taken and will form an important aspect of
the final published NDP.

A side benefit of the NDP project is the identification of matters which residents think are
important. Footpaths and wildlife are two such areas and even before the NDP has been
written, groups have been set up to improve the footpaths and monitor the Parish wildlife.
Current Activities

The policies to meet each of the objectives are currently being drafted.

Discussions with the WWT regarding tourism are ongoing.

Future activities

Desktop Publishing will be undertaken by a member of the Steering Group who has many
years’ experience of the technology, with first draft expected by the end of August 2022.
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Pre submission consultation will then take place with all interested parties and the NDP and
supporting evidence will be amended as required.

The NDP will the then checked against the SDC Local Plan. The timing is important for this
activity because the Local Plan is about to undergo public examination.

The NDP will then be reviewed by SDC and submitted for public consultation. SDC will
collate the representations.

SDC will appoint an independent examiner and the public examination will take place.

The final stage is to hold a referendum on the NDP by the residents of the Parish.

Timings for the last four stages are out of our control and unfortunately rest with SDC.
Thanks go to a dedicated group of volunteers

Helen Dunn, Parish Clerk; Working Group 1 leader, Anna Butcher; Working Group 2 leaders.
Jenny Cotterill, Chris Bailes; Philip Garrett, Chair SPC; Phil Butcher; Pat Cope; John
Cullimore; Alex Durkin; Danielle Ellis; Fiona Hanstock; Neil Howarth; Sue Leleu; Claire
Rees; Pamela Storey; Steve Tilley; And to the many others who have helped, including
everyone who filled in the Survey.

Slimbridge Road Safety Group

We are a small group of residents who since 2017 have been working on road safety
improvements for the parish as a whole. Since the majority of our roads and lanes have a
speed limit of 60 mph, with a worldwide mandate that default speed limits should be 20 mph,
as we have a comprehensive use of our roads lanes by vulnerable users, our work has been
primarily to effect a change of speed limit to 20 mph. As a reminder of why the limit of 20
mph has worldwide acceptance, including the UK government, as being the right speed limit
for roads and lanes that have a mix of vulnerable users, you can see a ROSPA fact sheet
which applies to the Parish of Slimbridge. —

‘More deaths occur on rural roads than on urban ones. In 2019, there were 931 fatal
accidents on rural roads compared to 627 on urban roads and 100 on motorways’
Slimbridge is an attractive parish to vulnerable users, walkers, cyclists, horse riders etc and
of course projected visitors to WWT of 300,000 per year. The encouragement, of
Government and local authorities, for us all to be more active has of course increased the
usage of our lanes and canals, resulting in increased road user risk with, little support to deal
with the issues generated.

Despite early ‘support’ from Highways, Gloucestershire Cabinet Member for Highways and
Police, in pursuing a change of speed limit we have made little progress, in fact
commitments, made to us, have not been delivered? We are encouraged that many areas in
the UK are being very progressive in recognising the improvement that a reduction in speed
limit provides, to risk and serious injuries.

We understand that Gloucestershire County Council, after 2 years of the Stockholm
Declaration* being supported by UK Government, are producing a new policy for dealing
with improvements to road safety. We are assured that we will be consulted, on this
document, we wait to see!

So in that time we have:

Purchased and deployed the use of VAS cameras to collect speed data for the parish, this
will continue as it reminds us all to slow up a bit.

The deployment of VAS cameras has generally been met with a positive response from
residents and on occasions we have positioned them at the request of residents.

Previously we have run a '20 is Plenty’ campaign to re-enforce the message that there are
significant benefits to getting upper limits below 30 mph. We will shortly be refreshing that
campaign.

Continue to campaign for lower speed limits for the Parish of Slimbridge.

Where we can we are trying to improve signage and any ideas you may have will be
welcome.

YOU can email your County Councillor, Parish Councillors, District Councillor to give support
to get our speed limits for 60 mph down to 20 mph.

The biggest improvement comes from 30 to 20 mph in survival from road accidents.
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We will keep you informed in our quest to achieve 20 mph.

At our current speed limits a serious accident will happen we just don’t know when!

THE STOCKHOLM DECLARATION

Focus on speed management, including the strengthening of law enforcement to prevent
speeding and mandate a maximum road travel speed of 20m/h in areas where vulnerable
road users and vehicles mix in a frequent and planned manner, except where strong
evidence exists that higher speeds are safe, noting that efforts to reduce speed in general
will have a beneficial impact on air quality and climate change as well as being vital to
reduce road traffic deaths and injuries;”

Wisloe Action Group

This year has again been a very busy year for the Wisloe Action Group. Our constitutional
remit is to oppose the inclusion of PS37 (Wisloe Garden Village) in the Stroud District
Council Plan. In so doing we have continued to work with partners such as Slimbridge Parish
Council and other vested interest bodies as well as the community at large.

Group members have worked incredibly hard and burnt much midnight oil in preparing and
critiquing papers, working with various consultants, utilising their skill sets and local
knowledge to ensure a comprehensive collective Regulation 19 response was delivered on
behalf of the local community. We have covered subjects as diverse as ecology, flooding,
transport and sustainability.

In addition much time and effort has been spent in keeping the community informed and
motivated through social media campaigns, leaflet drops, posters and the Village Hall ‘drop-
in’ presentations. On the 18™ February the Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) and Gloucestershire
County Council were supposed to have held an event at the Slimbridge SFC clubhouse to
outline their vision for ‘shaping Wisloe’ and to invite the local community to review the
‘emerging proposals’ and what they would like to see in this new community. It is a pity that
this event could not have been held before the Regulation 19 submissions so that their
Masterplan could have been digested by all. This is hardly commensurate with the process
of fair community engagement. Alas Storm Eunice thwarted this event and the promoters
postponed but this did not stop many parishioners coming out to protest and demonstrate
their disapproval of this proposed development. This action received much coverage in local
media.

Members of WAG attended the subsequent event held on Friday 18" March. It was noted
that no one was present who could provide detailed factual answers to the community’s very
real concerns re flood risk, increased traffic flow, sewage flow rates to name but a few. As
such the impression made was that this was purely a box ticking exercise in an attempt to
prove stakeholder engagement.

Unfortunately last year saw the Draft Local Plan approved by SDC at a full council meeting.
It is with some dismay that at a meeting of the Environment Committee which preceded the
vote, the performance of some members was disappointing to say the least. The resultant
approval was fed to the full council. We continue to believe that the SDC planning approach
was flawed with inaccurate and false information being taken into consideration. One major
example, of course, was the attempt by the promoter to have the Agricultural Land
Classification (ALC) assessed as inferior and thus suitable for development. Our challenge
supported by the Parish Council ensured this assessment was invalid and a re-assessment
confirmed its status as Grade 2 (Best and Most Versatile)— a fact now accepted by the
promoter in their recently published Masterplan. This has been a significant victory and we
need to ensure the flawed process is exposed to the Inspector.

With the Regulation 20 Independent Inspection looming in 2022 we have further challenges
ahead. We need to ensure our case is effectively and coherently put forward. This probably
means further engagement with our supporting consultants and resultant costs. We have
done well in getting the community to support us financially and we are extremely grateful of
the support of the Parish Council which has facilitated much of the funding required thus far.
To date, the only official correspondence from the Inspectors to SDC has been in relation to
the Summary of Representations instructing SDC to do a more analytical data-rich
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assessment to replace their ‘broad-brushed’ summary. WAG is eager to review this new
SoR as it is expected to differ significantly from SDC's initial submission and recognise all of
the Reg19 submissions from residents, SPC and WAG etc.

However, we should take encouragement from the fact that after all this time no developer
has been put forward by the promoters to take PS37 forward — a fact that surely will not be
lost on the inspectors.

Jubilee events and events working group report

After a very successful proposed Wire Robin Event (which due to covid in late December
last year had to be unfortunately, postponed), it was thought there might be the need to set
up an Events Group in Slimbridge.

We advertised for volunteers and with Pat, Pamela, Nicky, Anna plus help and advice from
Helen the Parish Clerk, The Slimbridge Events & Working Group started planning for the
Queen's Jubilee.

Events already proposed include:

A Scarecrow Tralil.

If you still have the coronation mug given to you in 1953 by Slimbridge Parish Council (given
to every child below school leaving age) and bring it along to the Village Hall on Saturday 4th
June, you will be able to claim a free cream teal!

Other events will include a Church Flower Festival, Coffee Morning, Afternoon Cream Teas
and a Picnic with Children Games on Slimbridge playing fields

We're hoping these events will be the start of more to be held throughout the year and
beyond. If you would like to help and/or join our group you'd be most welcome.

Update from Solar Farm Community Funding applicants

Friends Of Slimbridge School

Thank you for inviting us along this evening. We are the Chairperson and co-chair of Friends
of Slimbridge School, we are a charity that is run by parents raising money for the children of
Slimbridge Primary School.

We applied for the Solar Farm Fund Grant last year to purchase 15 iPads for the school.
This would then bring our total number of iPads to 25 meaning that there would be enough
iPads for each child to use in class, meaning children can learn independently.

The iPads are used daily to enhance the children’s learning and for research purposes. They
use the iPads for educational apps such as Purple Mash, Times Table Rockstars and Hit the
Button to name a few. These types of curriculum focused activities enable the children to
explore and enhance their knowledge in a fun and creative way.

Within the school we have a high percentage of pupil premium children that may not have
access to the internet or resources such as iPads, so they are invaluable.

With the funds we were also able to purchase some keyboards for the iPads. This will
enable the children to use the iPads for writing activities, children can learn typing, multi
touch navigation and problem solving. Again, this is important to those children who do not
have use of this at home.

On behalf of Slimbridge School we would like to thank you again for your generous donation
and we hope to be able to apply for another grant in the future for the children of Slimbridge
School.

Slimbridge Scouts

Purpose - In order to provide an improved Scouting experience for the Slimbridge scout
group, we have been seeking to create a base for the Scouts. Currently reliant on primarily
using the Slimbridge Village Hall, which is not ideal for a variety of reasons:

o Availability of facility — the hall has not always been available at the most suitable
times either for Scouts or the volunteer leaders, to which we rely heavily on, in order
to provide Scouts with the leadership and experience.

¢ Providing a “home” in an environment appropriate to undertake the broadest range of
Scouting experiences available
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Sourcing a hut - Having agreed in principle with Slimbridge Wetlands on a potential location,
we set about researching options for a hut. We considered new builds and options to
relocate existing structures. At this point, Coaley Shop made the offer for their existing
facility (a portacabin type building) which was coming available, due to their construction of a
more permanent building. We assessed the building for size, quality and suitability and felt it
was a good option. While they offered it for free, there would be significant costs to relocate
and install the building at the Wetlands.
Progress to date - A small core team have been working on the project and amongst other
things, have completed the following activities:
e Secured permission from both Wetlands and the Berkeley Estate to locate the
building on their land
o Drawn up a licence agreement with Slimbridge Wetlands to agree long term
operation and usage
¢ Drawn up plans and secured planning permission from Stroud District council
Applied for and had sign off for building regulations
o Sourced and agreed a provider to move and relocate the building from Coaley to
Slimbridge (at cost)
e Sourced and agreed a provider to dig foundations (at no cost)
Next steps - Due to the sensitivity of disturbing the Bewick Swans migration, our activities
had been on hold until late March until they left. We are now planning the move with the
following timescales:
¢ Digging the foundations: activity planned 26" April
e Moving the building: booked for 19" May
e We have just spent some time over the weekend erecting Heras fencing around the
site

Thank Parish Volunteers
With the numerous working groups being set up in the parish, Clir P Garrett thanked all
those involved and looks forward to seeing how things progress in the coming months.

Public Forum

Q: What are the AV facilities being looked at in the Village Hall, and have you thought about
hearing loops?

A: This is an upgrade of technology to allow better facilities for speakers and presentations,
and it will include hearing loop.

Q: Has the Parish Council thought about charging for the use of the Patch car park which
would cover the costs being precepted for?

A: It had been discussed, but it was the aim to provide a free car park to encourage people
to park off the road. It was also a condition of the planning application, so any future
changes considered would have to go through a change of planning conditions.

Q: Why is the precept constantly going up — it went up significantly a couple of years ago as
a one off to challenge the Local Plan and Wisloe, why has it not gone back down?

A: ClIrs have numerous meetings on the precept to be able to provide services to the parish
to achieve projects beneficial to the residents. Increases cover the projects plus inflation plus
additional facilities that the Parish Council have taken on in recent years. All accounts are
published on the Parish Council website.

Q: Directed to County ClIr S Davies regarding the disabled footpath and that it needs
attention to meet standards. It was also noted the footpath from the roundabout towards
Gossington is always a poor standard and the Parish Council report this annually.

A: This will get checked again to assess whether it is meeting the relevant criteria.

No further questions, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm
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