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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 21st August 2023 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman Cllr P Garrett, Cllrs A Butcher, M Stayte, E Ferrigno, G Storey, Clerk - 

Helen Dunn, 3 parishioners, District Cllr H Jones 

1. To note apologies for absence  

Cllrs A Durkin and J Cullimore 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda, and where required to resolve any 

dispensations.  

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

One member gave information on Police enforcement of speeds and enforcement 

location sites, along with information of other places such as Stroud Town Council 

implementing 20 is Plenty to support their 20mph speed limit and doing other things 

to constantly ensure the speed limits are promoted.  

It had been noted that the verges had recently been cut with the exception of Ryalls 

Lane from the Longaston Lane junction towards the canal, this is due to it being left 

for glow worms. 

 

4. To approve the meetings on 17th July and 7th August 2023 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

No report 

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

• Traffic issues along Elmcot lane due to Box Road closures are being dealt with 

by Highways and Cllr S Davies is assisting with this also. 

• Cllr H Jones has spoken with Tom Barratt, SDC water engineer and there is no 

money to survey the culvert, therefore nothing will be happening. It was 

commented on by Cllrs and Clerk that it is disappointing no communication 

comes from Tom Barratt and he has to be chased through District Cllrs, this 

causes more issues than if he did make a response.  

• The recent Severn Voice met, and the verge cutting was mentioned with a debate 

on the No Mow May; however the conclusion was that whilst it could be pushed 

back a bit, the gap between cutting would be much shorter, and the actual impact 

to wildlife is minimal as only a meter is cut back, and the majority of verges are 

required to be done due to visibility issues for drivers and road users.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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• Cllr H Jones now sits on the forum for the Severn mitigation strategy recreation 

policy, and it is hoped the monies will be more widely used where  needed.  

• An EIA scoping is being looked at for the proposed Sharpness development. It 

was noted that the public examination hadn’t gone well for this development 

proposal in the Local Plan.  

• Frampton Fair taking place in September so may be traffic delays on the A38. 

 

7. Clerks report  

• The Slimbridge Shuttle bus is due to end after Bank Holiday weekend. Whilst this 

has been a good service, the monies simply aren’t there to continue funding it. A 

further meeting will be had on possible future suggestions. 

• Clerk has recently attended a couple of meetings with Inspector Paul Keasey and 

also with the ANPR police group. Clerk to circulate meeting notes. 

• A company called Utility Aid have been in touch offering free service to check 

electric rates for pavilion to give better quotes if possible. Clerk to liaise.  

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte 

• Applications: 

None 

• Permissions: 

o S.23/1164/LBC Hurns Farm Longaston Lane Slimbridge  

Replacement of front elevation windows 

 

9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin  

 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No report. 

Member of WAG updated on a late viability report submitted during the hearings 

which WAG objected to. They have now looked at this and have put in their response 

arguing the report.  

 

11. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure. 

The NDP and supporting documents were submitted to SDC on the 26th July. 

SDC will now organise the six week Regulation 16 consultation which is expected to 

start around the beginning of September. Printing of the NDP and upload to the 

Parish Council website will take place shortly. The next Steering Group activity will be 

to organise the publicity for the Reg 16 consultation. The first issue of the project plan 

dated 10th August 2020 estimated that we should reach this stage in three years. 

The Steering Group met the schedule with two weeks to spare. The project is on 

cost. Date of next Steering Group Meeting is to be agreed. 

 

12. Highways 

• To receive Highways updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure. 

A couple of actions from the ongoing maintenance list has now been completed 

along with some additional potholes and road works at Narles Road and junction 

of A38 and Dursley Road. Cllr S Davies updated the Clerk on satnav signage for 
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Ryalls Lane and this will now be surveyed to see if there is a need – funded and 

organised by GCC. The path from Cambridge to Slimbridge roundabout will be 

assessed again but it is highly unlikely that any works will be done.   

Clerk reported potholes in Ryalls lane, this is now on GCC job list to fix. 

Clerk has followed up on both the missing horse rider sign at entrance to 

Slimbridge and also the pedestrian warning signs for the A38, both of which have 

been stated will be done.  

Double yellow lines are still waiting for final tweaks, this will include lining along 

the bridge by the pedestrian section which should have been done initially. 

Police have released a community app to report unacceptable behaviours by 

commercial vehicles which can be sent direct to the police to build up a picture of 

incidents occurring. 

ANPR camera is now fixed and should be back up within the week 

 

13. To receive report from Patch Parking working group and resolve decision on 

future usage of Patch Car Park; and any actions and expenditure  

A report had been circulated after a small working group of Cllrs met to discuss the 

various options and the viability of these within Parish Council’s finances. Cllr G 

Storey proposed that the car park opening times continue to remain the same with no 

changes and for this to be continued to be monitored. This was seconded by Cllr P 

Garrett and all in favour.  

 

14. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure. 

No report 

 

15. To resolve submitting initial plans for assessment to Gloucestershire 

Highways on 20mph proposals for the parish. 

A report had been circulated after a working party was had between the Parish 

Council and Road Safety Group. This was to look at all options and to have debates 

on either putting forward a blanket 20mph, selected areas for 20mph or no change to 

any of the speed limits. 

It was proposed by Cllr M Stayte to put in an initial 20mph blanket application with 

the exception of the A38. This was seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno. Cllr G Storey 

requested a recorded vote noting his objection to a blanket 20mph but would look to 

looking at specified locations instead, although felt that the VAS cameras seem to be 

recording average speeds not much higher than the 20mph anyway. Cllrs A Butcher 

and P Garrett voted for a blanket 20mph. Clerk to submit this request but asking that 

the costs for this did not occur at this stage due to Highways not meeting with the 

Road Safety Group to give advice on 20mph locations and therefore this is the best 

guess to begin with.  

 

16. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions. 

Due to lack of response from Tom Barratt at SDC, Cllrs resolved to obtain quotes to 

look at getting the culvert surveyed themselves. This to come from the budget 

allocated to drainage at the Legion car park as the drains will need to go into the 

culvert anyway. Clerk to obtain quotes.  

 

17. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

A new farm gate and pedestrian gate have been installed at CSL8. 

No other reports 
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18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions and expenditure. 

No report 

 

19. Slimbridge Playing Field / pavilion. 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

Works have been carried out in line with the RoSPA report by Cllr P Garrett and 

the handyman. Expenditure was authorised by the Clerk.  

The five year electrical building test has been carried out and the report will be 

received for next meeting. This will include recommendations for a new fuse box.  

• To receive report on options for new heating / water system and resolve actions 

and expenditure 

Cllr P Garrett had circulated requirements for a new water heater system for the 

pavilion. Clerk to get quotes for this so as funding can be sought. This can be 

incorporated into a bigger project of completing the kitchen and having new table 

and chairs also. 

• To receive information on recycle bin options, resolve actions and expenditure 

Clerk met with SDC officer who said SDC do not provide this service as it does 

not meet their new policies. Clerk to enquire with companies who can provide this 

service at a cost and bring back to next meeting.  

• To receive report from the meeting with Cricket Club and Football Club on the 

new season, resolve any actions / expenditure and confirm renewal of contracts 

Boundary nets continue to be an issue. SPC and cricket club to look at new ropes 

and clamps and costs for a cherry picker at the beginning of a new season. 

Grass behind pavilion to be cut. Players moved out the heavy picnic table to be 

used in the play area. Teams talked about fundraising and the advertising boards 

went well for the cricket club, therefore the football club may ask for the same 

request. Funds were tight for both clubs with approx. 9 – 11 matches being held 

by both teams during the season. Cllrs therefore resolved not to increase the rent 

for this season. Clerk to re-issue new contracts and invoices.  

 

20. To receive PCSO report 

Cllr A Butcher and Clerk had met with PCSO Mike Trebble. Report has been 

circulated. Items discussed was lack of attendance for bike marking event despite 

being advertised; cars blocking pedestrian way on the canal bridge – nothing PCSO 

can do as markings only advisory, however the double yellow lines should go all the 

way up and will be implemented soon; recent patrols in the area and local statistics of 

reported crime.  

 

21. To receive updates on the extension on the Village Hall lease and resolve any 

actions / expenditure 

No report 

 

22. To receive information on the War Memorial name to be changed, ownership 

and insurance, and resolve actions and expenditure.  

With no information on the actual ownership of the war memorial and no-one 

seemingly insuring it, Cllrs resolved to add it to their insurance as they are 

responsible for the maintenance of the churchyard. Clerk to check with Diocese on 

this too.  
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The Local History Society are moving forward with gathering funds for the name 

change. 

 

23. To consider options on live streaming Parish Council meetings, resolve any 

actions and expenditure 

Clerk has asked around and is aware of a couple of other Clerks who are also 

looking in to this. Clerk to look into this when attending Annual Conference in 

October, as there are numerous companies on hand, therefore will aim to pick up 

information on the various technologies and equipment and bring back the 

information for the subsequent meeting.  

 

24. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated, noted and signed off 

• To note External Audit back with no issues 

This was noted 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension  £ 1,878.17 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 75.19 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 256.00 

Complete Weed 
Control 

Pavement weed spraying £ 126.00 

PKF Littlejohn 
LLP 

External audit £ 504.00 

TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 3,241.42 

Falcon Security Cabling for Pavilion CCTV connection £ 717.60 

D Davies Verge cutting £ 740.26 

P Garrett Patch Car Park signs £ 30.18 

P Garrett Playing field maintenance  £ 7.79 

25. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Churchyard tomb quotes  

Quotes were looked through and a recommendation of a contractor was agreed 

to go forward. Clerk to now liaise with Diocese, apply for faculty and apply for 

funding. Once all in place the contractor can be confirmed.  

 

26. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 4th September Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 18th September  Full Council meeting  7.30pm 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm 


