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1 Introduction  
 
Through the Slimbridge Neighbourhood Plan, identified locally valued ôKey Viewsõ are recorded and given extra significance and protection through a 
planning policy.   
 
This report sets out the strategy used to identify  Locally Valued Key Views. To be a ôKey Viewõ at least some of the following criteria must be met:  
 

 Visible from a publicly accessible location (e.g.  public spaces / facilities, public rights of way or highways),  
 Selected for a specific reason (e.g. outstanding views, view to an historical or public interest building/monument),  
 A high quality and distinctive ôvisual amenityõ1, 
 An historic link to an i mportant event or person  
 Where facilities for their enjoyment (e.g. parking places) are provided nearby.  

 
Key Views have been divided into two categories  and are listed in the tables below: 
× òExceptionaló. These are specific views selected for the quality of the view . The view will be from a popular location with a specific feature as the 

subject of the photograph.  These views will have the highest level of protection . 

 
1 Visual amenity is the overall pleasantness of a view, its setting and value to the community.  
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× òTypicaló. These views demonstrate the open nature of the Slimbridge countryside . It is not anticipated that these specific views will be protected, 
rather the landscape character types2, (Lowland Plain, Severn Vale Grazing Marshland, and Wooded Lowlands ) will be preserved. 

 
Each entry includes a map ID (accompanying maps show the location and direction of view), grid reference, short description (giving location description 
and direction of view), reason for the view, and a photograph. Where a number of views shar e the same features (for example views of the Cotswold 
Escarpment from various points in the Parish) they have been grouped to avoid repetitious description.  
 
Colour coding is used with Green for òExceptionaló Views and Blue  for òTypicaló Views.  

 
2 Stroud District Landscape Assessment https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/1070964/strouddistrict-landscape-assessment-spg-november-2000.pdf 
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2 Views in Slimbridge Parish  
 

The scenic and historically important Vale of Berkeley has only changed slowly through the centuries. Shakespeare was obviously familiar with the 

Gloucestershire Hills and views leading to the lines 3: 

òNORTHUMBERLAND  

Believe me, noble lord, 

I am a stranger here in Gloucestershire: 

These high wild hills and rough uneven w ays 

Draws out our miles, and makes them wearisome,ó 

And a little later:  

òNORTHUMBERLAND 

How far is it to Berkeley? and what stir  

Keeps good old York there with his men of war?  

HENRY PERCY 

There stands the castle, by yon tuft of trees,ó 

A viewpoint with interpretive board now stands on the edge of the Cotswold Escarpment above Coaley looking down on the Severn Vale, Slimbridge, and 

across to the hills of the Forest of Dean across the River Severn. That view would have been recognisable to Shakespeare. 

 

 

 
3 The Life and Death of Richard the Second, Act 2, Scene 3 

Figure 1 Slimbridge Parish in 2003 from 
the Cotswold escarpment towards the 
Forest of Dean in the distance. 
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Slimbridge is predominantly flat with some higher ground around Gossington and Tumpy Green. 

Spectacular and uninterrupted views across fields and/or to the Cotswolds or Forest of Dean are 

available from many parts of the Parish. Furthermore, the character of these òTypicaló views is not 

simply a narrow view of a particular feature, rather it is the panorama which captures the attention and 

raises the spirits.  

 

For views within the Parish there is 

only one historical building to 

consider, the early C13 Grade 1* listed 

St John the Evangelist Parish Church. 

The 40 metre Tower and Spire can be 

seen from the A38 at Sandpits 

approaching from Gloucester or Stroud 

and Parishioners feel they are close to 

home when they see the Spire. As with the external views, the flat nature of Slimbridge 

means the Spire is visible from much of the Parish. The approach has been to select 

photographs which illustrate both the range of locations from which the spire is visible, and 

the attractive open countryside in -between; including the Spire also serves to help the 

reader locate the photographerõs position. The Response to the questionnaire indicated that 

views of the Church spire were valued and should be protected.  

 

3 Methodology and Community Involvement  
 

The photographs were initially taken by a member of the NDP team, and a request was made for additional photographs through t he Village Newsletter. A 

draft of the report was available at a public event in the Village Hall on the 23 rd September 2022, again with a request for any additional photographs 

parishioners might have. Parishioners were also asked for their opinions on the òKey Viewsó available at that time. Additional views were identified as part 

of the Regulation 14 consultation, and these have been included. 

  

Figure 2 Drone view of the valley floor with Slimbridge 
Village in the foreground and the Cotswold Escarpment on 
the horizon. 

Figure 3 St John's Church across the Graveyard from the North 
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4 Maps showing location and direction of Exceptional  and Typical Views  
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5 Listing of ôExceptionalõ and ôTypicalõ Views  
 

The views are grouped by theme: 

5.1 Around the Gloucester &  Sharpness Canal 

5.2 Views of the Parish Church of St John the Evangelist 

5.3 Views of the Cotswold Escarpment 

5.4 Views of the Forest of Dean 

5.5 Other Internal Parish views 

5.6 Historical Views  

 

Colour coding is used with Green for Exceptional Views and Blue  for Typical Views. 

 

5.1 Around the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal 
The canal runs from Sharpness to Gloucester passing through the North of the Parish in an approximate South East ð North  West Direction. Patch Bridge is 

crossed by the thousands of visitors to WWT Slimbridge and the area is a tourist destination in its own right. Visitors are supported at Patch Bridge by a Pub, 

a Licensed Caf®, a Caravan Park and a Public Car Park (see òCommunity Facilitiesó for more details). Visitors take advantage of Boat, Paddle Board and 

Cycle Hire, and the opportunity of Towpath Walks - either long Distance or simply between the two swing bridges. The Canal is well used by local residents 

and is part of the recently revamped òJubilee Walksó Green Route. 

There are key views along the canal but also towards Slimbridge Village in one direction and across the river to the Forest of Dean in the other. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Canal View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or 

ôTypicalõ View  

Photograph  

 

Canal 01 
 
1 / 2 / 2022 
 
372774 204231 

This view illustrates the size of the Canal, taken from 
Patch Bridge it looks North West towards 
Cambridge Arms bridge. The Black Shed can just be 
seen on the right bank. 
The Gloucester & Sharpness Canal was once the 
widest and deepest in the world. Even today, it 
stands out from other navigations because of its 
sheer scale and impressive engineering. The Canal 
opened in 1847 and was capable of taking ships up to 
610 tons. 
Its use is now exclusively leisure activities. 
 
This is considered to be an Exceptional  view . It is 
taken from a tourist òhotspotó and seen by 
thousands of people on their way  to the WWT. 
 

 

Canal 02 
 
22 / 1 / 2022 
 
372766 204239 

Just on the Sharpness side of Patch Bridge is a statue 
commissioned by the Friends of WWT. Peter Walwin 
carved it from an Oak log donated by Westonbirt 
Arboretum.  
One otter points towards Sharpness, the other 
towards Gloucester while the flamingo advertis es 
the WWT, the only place in Europe where you can 
see 6 different sub-species of flamingo. The hand 
symbolises the sculptorõs desire to see greater 
harmony between mankind and the natural world.  

 
As with òCanal 01ó, and for the same reason, this is 

considered to be an Exceptional  View . 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Canal View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or 

ôTypicalõ View  

Photograph  

 

Canal 03 
 
22 / 6 / 2022 
 
373753 205034 

Here is a pleasure boat passing through òCambridge 
Arms Bridgeó which has been opened to allow 
passage. The bridge is manually operated and close 
by is one of the original (Grade II Listed) Bridge 
Keeperõs Cottages. 
The Bridge is so named because it is close to a short 
side canal (or arm) leading to Cambridge Village. It 
was shallow, there was no turning room at the warf 
and it soon was abandoned as a working canal. 
It still has an important function since the River Cam 
was diverted to run down the Cambridg e Arm.  
 
In spite of the familiarity of the view, it is not 
sufficiently unique to be a Exceptional View, it is 
included as a Typical Canalscape View  

 

Canal 04 
 
22 / 1 / 2022 
 
373134 204553 

This view is familiar to the many people using the 
canal for leisure purposes, it is popular for walking, 
cycling, fishing and, of course, water related 
activities such as rowing (from Saul Junction), 
paddleboarding, and pleasure boating. The canal 
was built to bypass a dangerous section of the River 
Severn and pleasure boats from the Midlands 
wanting to reach the sea still use the canal as an 
essential route. Many of the boats shown here are 
used as permanent residences. 
 
As with Canal 03 this view  is not sufficiently unique 
to be a Exceptional View, it is included as a Typical 
Canalscape View.  
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Canal View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or 

ôTypicalõ View  

Photograph  

 

Canal 05 
 
1 / 2 / 2022 
 
372761 204246 

Every visitor to WWT sees this stunning view as they 
come across Patch Bridge to head down 
Newgrounds Lane. The hills of the Forest of Dean 
can just be seen across the River Severn on the 
horizon.  
 
This view is Exceptional because of its quality and 
the number of visitors who experience the view  on 
their way to the WWT . 
 
Photograph Canal 06 was taken from just by the 
Barn on the right.  

 
Canal 06 
 
1 / 2 / 2022 
 
372744 204277 

 

This is taken across the New Grounds, looking North 
Northeast from the end of Newgrounds Lane which 
leads to the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT).  
During World War 2 the New Grounds were farmed 
by the Land Army, the main crop being potatoes. In 
the summer of 1943 2,148 tons of potatoes were 
harvested. 
 
This view is Exceptional because of its quality and 
the number of visitors who experience the view on 
their way to the WWT.  The land forms part of the 
Upper Severn Site of Special Scientific Interest. 
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5.2 Views of Slimbridge Parish Church, St John the Evangelist  
 

The 13th Century Grade 1 Listed Church, with its tall slender 40 metre tower / spire, can be seen from many parts of the Berkeley Vale, some of 

the views were opened up following the felling of trees due to Dutch Elm Disease. Apart from the Villages of Slimbridge an d Cambridge there 

is little to obscure the line of sight and so the majority of these views are of a very high quality illustrating the open and tranquil nature of the 

Parish. Concentrating on the spire helps to orientate the views and give a sense of scale / distance . 

 

Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church  View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 01 
 
22 / 6 / 2022 
 
373369 204726 

 

This photograph is a good illustration of the 
predominantly flat land of the Berkeley Vale. The 
Spire of the Parish Church, St John the Evangelist, 
stands proud with nothing between the camera and 
the spire to obscure the view. 
 
On the horizon is the Cotswold Escarpment  / 
Cotswold AONB  rising steeply from the valley floor.  
 
Taken from the Canal footpath this sweeping view 
across the valley is Exceptional. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 02 
 
1 / 2 / 2022 
 
372941 204175 

Footpath 4 leads from the Patch Public Car Park in a 
roughly North East direction before meeting Footpath 
2. 
 
This is a popular walk with both visitors and 
residents. From near the Car Park a distant view of the 
Spire can be seen. 
 
This is considered to be an Exceptional View because 
of the proximity of the Car Park , this is a promoted 
footpath (Jubilee Walk), and the quality of the view.  

 
Church 03 
 
22 /6 / 2022 
 
373288 204293 
 

This photograph looks South towards St Johnõs Spire 
from Footpath  2, part of the Jubilee Walking Routes. 
 
Hurns Farm is visible where the footpath mee ts 
Longaston Lane mid-distance. 
 
Maize is growing to the right of the path . 
 
This view is Typical of the sweeping views around 
Slimbridge Parish. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 04 
 
22 / 6 / 2022 
 
373850 204100 

Walking along Longaston Lane there are numerous 
views of the Church Spire, in this case framed by the 
hedge. The houses of Lancelot Close are visible on the 
right.  
 
This is a Typical view  since there are similar views 
from several points along Longaston Lane. The view 
of the Cotswold Escarpment is not as clear from this 
point as from Church 05. 

 
Church 05 
 
22 /6 / 2022 
 
374245 204338 

This photograph was taken from close to òThe 
Cottageó where footpath 21 meets Longaston Lane. 
Stinchcombe Hill, part of the Cotswold AONB is on 
the horizon.  
 
This is close to the postulated location of a medieval 
labyrinth .  
 
Although this is also taken from Longaston Lane (as 
Church 04) this is an Exceptional view because of the 
clarity of the views to the Cotswold Escarpment and 
St Johnõs Church. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 06 
 
1 /2 / 2022 
 
374529 204342 

This view is taken from Footpath 19 which runs along 
the bank of the River Cam / Cambridge Arm of the 
Sharpness Canal. 
 
At this point  there is a bridge over the river leading to 
the Severn Trent Pumping Station and a footpath to 
Frampton on Severn. 
 
The Church Spire is far in the distance with nothing 
but fields between this viewpoint and the Church.  
There is a popular footpath leading from here directly 
to the Church. 
 
This is an Exceptional view  because of the 
unobstructed view  and footpath towards the spire . 

 
Church 07 
 
18 / 9 / 2022 
 
374744 202275 

Entering Slimbridge from Cam along the A4135, 
passing across the Motorway and Parish Boundary, 
there is a first glimpse of Slimbridge Church and the 
Forest of Dean between the trees. 
 
Often a fleeting view but very welcome.  
 
Although this view extends right across the valley to 
the Forest of Dean, it can only be seen fleetingly. 
Hence it is a Typical view.  
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 08 
 
14 / 11 / 2021 
 
374495 202992 

This is an important view from the A38 looking South 
towards the Church across Henworthy Field. This 
view is seen by most road travellers through the 
Parish giving them an apprecia tion of the tranquillity 
and beautiful countryside.  
 
The footpath along the A38 is also a pedestrian route 
from Cambridge  to Slimbridge  Primary School. 
 
The maize grown in this field has been recently 
harvested. 
 
This is an Exceptional view.  

 
Church 09 
 
14 / 3 / 2022 
 
374148 203098 

Opposite the Legion Social Club is a Farm Gate, the 
location of this Picture. As with  Church 08 the view is 
across Henworth y field.  
 
This view is much appreciated by visitors to the 
Legion Social Club, The Playing Fields and Car Park, 
including parents who have parked their Car and 
walked along the road to the Primary School.  
 
This view looks East with the Church spire also in 
view , it helps to demonstrate the separation between 
Slimbridge and Cambridge villages.   
 
This is an Exceptional view because of the wide and 
uninterrupted view  of open fields. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 10 
 
19 / 09 / 2022 
 
373621 203145 

Moorend Lane leads Westwards from Slimbridge 
towards a sparsely populated area known as òThe 
Moorsó. There are several footpaths in the area and 
this photograph looks back towards Slimbridge 
Village along the route of Footpath 9. 
 
The houses visible to the right are part of a small 
estate known as òThe Bewicksó. 
 
This is an Exceptional View  showing the Church and 
Slimbridge Village in context  from a popular footpath . 

 
Church 11 
 
18 / 10 / 2022 
 
373341 203649 

Here we look from a Farm Gate on Lightenbrook Lane 
across the fields to St Johnõs Church with the 
Cotswold Escarpment / AONB on the horizon. 
 
Rectory farm, one of the largest farms in Slimbridge, is 
on the left of the picture.  
 
This is a Typical View  showing the agricultural nature 
of the Parish looking past the Farm and Church to the 
Cotswold Escarpment If there were a footpath to 
better appreciate the view this would have been 
exceptional. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 12 
 
10 / 6 / 2021 
 
374346 203475 

This photograph is taken from the popular Gravel 
Path (Footpath 31) which connects Cambridge and 
Slimbridge villages. To the right of the Church Spire is 
the old Rectory. 
 
This field has Medieval Ridge and Furrow markings, 
although they are obscured by the long grass at this 
time of year. 
 
This is an important and Exceptional view  of the 
Church and Rectory. It is taken from one of the most 
used footpaths passing through medieval Ridge and 
Furrow Glebe fields. 

 
Church 13 
 
02 / 03 / 2018 
 
374416 203545 

This photograph is taken from Footpath 28 close to the 
Gravel Path (Footpath 31) back in 2018 when the 
òBeast from the Eastó weather system struck. 
 
This is a striking winter photograph  with the snowfall 
highlighting the remaining pattern resulting from  
medieval ridge and furrow ploughing (see Local 
Heritage Report (Part 1) for further information).  
 
This is an Exceptional view for the same reason as 
Church 12. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 14 
 
17 / 05 / 2023 
 
373799 202481 

This photograph was taken from behind Roseõs Farm, 
Gossington, looking down towards Slimbridge Village 
and the Church Spire. This is taken from Footpath 30. 
 
This is a Typical view  of the Slimbridge long distance 
views which make The Parish an attractive place to 
live and visit .  

 

Church 15 
 
17 / 05 / 2023 
 
373960 202176 

This photograph was taken from the edge of the A38 
to the East of Manor Farm. It looks across Ridge and 
Furrow fields  to the Slimbridge Village and the 
Church spire. To the left can be seen the Hills of the 
Forest of Dean with the clump of trees known as 
òMay Hilló clearly visible. May Hill is a well known 
landmark  visible from large areas of the valley floor 
and the Cotswold AONB.  
 
This is an Exceptional View  because of the near and 
distant landmarks  and it is visible from passing 
pedestrians, cyclists and traffic on the A38.` .̀ 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 16 
 
17 / 05 / 2023 
 
374092 202126 

This photograph was taken from Footpath 46 which 
goes from the A38 South West towards a railway 
crossing. Lanes End Bungalow can be seen on the 
right.   
 
The Church spire and the Forest of Dean hills can be 
seen on the horizon. 
 
There is no clear focus for this photograph so it is 
considered to be a Typical View  of the open 
Slimbridge countryside.  

 
Church 17 
 
17 / 05 / 2023 
 
372485 202467 

This photograph was taken from Tyndale Road close 
to Old Hurst Farm . This is almost the westernmost 
extent of the Parish. 
 
The Church spire can clearly be seen silhouetted 
against the sky, but again there is no clear focus for 
the photograph so this is categorised as another 
Typical View of the open Slimbridge countryside  
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Church View Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Church 18 
 
17 / 05 / 2023 
 
372479 202410 

This photograph was taken from Twyditch Lane close 
to Old Hurst Farm on the western fringe  of the Parish. 
 
The Church Spire can just be seen on the horizon , but 
the main point of this photograph is to show another 
view of the Typical open vistas of Slimbridge.  

 
 

  



Slimbridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan | Locally Valued Key Views Report | DRAFT 15.2 

 

5.3 Views of the Cotswold Escarpment  and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  
 

The Cotswold Escarpment rises steeply from the Severn Valley floor to a predominantly flat area  with steep valleys  stretching towards Tetbury 

and beyond. The closest points of interest to Slimbridge Parish are: 

ü The Coaley Peak Viewing Area with its Car Park , Viewing Area and Display Boards. The Cotswold Way p asses through here and it is a 

popular point for launching hang gliders.  

ü Looking further clockwise  from Slimbridge is  Uleybury Hill fort . This flat -topped feature is an Iron Age Hill Fort  inhabited from around 

300 BC to 100 AD. 

ü Just a little further round  is Cam Peak, an easily recognisable conical hill.  There is a Car Park at the bottom and it is a popular walk with 

spectacular views (over Slimbridge) from the peak. 

ü Stinchcombe Hill  rises steeply from Dursley and has a Golf Course on the relatively flat top. Again it is on the Cotswold Way  and is a 

popular walking area.  

 

The Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  stretches along the escarpment and down to the Severn Vall ey Floor. Hence most of the 

Cotswold Escarpment visible from Slimbridge Paris h is part of the AONB . 

 

Although these are the main Points of Interest, from parts of the Parish it is possible to see as far as Haresfield  Beacon which is approximately 

10 km away as the crow flies. 
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Cotswold View  Photograph s and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Cotswold  01 
 
18 / 10 / 2021 
 
374963 203503 

This photograph was taken by the side of Dursley Road  
opposite Cambridge House and the Poplars Caravan 
Park. 
 
The view is over a corner of the Slimbridge 
Showground then over the Railway and Motorway  to 
the Cotswold Escarpment on the Horizon.  
 
It is a Typical view over the fields of Slimbridge 
towards the Cotswold Escarpment.  
 
 

 
Cotswold 02 
 
14 / 03 / 2022 
 
375139 203352 

Footpath 34 leads from Dursley Road to Cam and 
Coaley. The houses of Narles Road are just off camera 
to the right . 
 
Vehicles on the M5 can be seen in the foreground but 
do not detract from the stunning view of  the Cotswold 
Escarpment on the horizon  ð the conical Cam Peak is 
clearly visible in the centre.  
 
This is an Exceptional view  of open grasslands leading 
to the Cotswold AONB.  
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Reference 
Date 
OS Refs 
(Easting/Northing)  

Description of the Cotswold View Photographs and 
why they are considered an ôExceptionalõ or ôTypicalõ 

View  

Photograph  

 

Cotswold 03 
 
01 / 02 / 2022 
 
374863 202597 

Looking North  East from the junction of  Dursley Road 
and Wisloe Road. The view of the Cotswold 
Escarpment includes Haresfield Beacon on the far left . 
 
The continuation of Dursley Road (behind the camera) 
would have led to the current railway bridge  but it was 
blocked when the M5 was built . Similarly , Wisloe road 
(to the left) would have led to the Slimbridge 
crossroads (now roundabout) but was diverted and the 
Wisloe Industrial Park built on the old route.  
The road to the right would have led to the road bridge 
at Coaley Junction station but was blocked by the M5. 
 
This is a Typical view of Slimbridge grasslands. 

 
Cotswold 04 
 
17 / 02 / 2022 
 
373360 201771 

This looks across the railway at the level crossing on 
footpath 42 and 54. Over Hornshill Farm is 
Stinchcombe Hill and the Cotswold  AONB.  
 
During WW1, in 1916, railway sidings were 
constructed at this point to link a line serving 
propellant and explosive stores to the Main Line. The 
stores and track were removed by 1924 although the 
Gossington Signal Box remained at his location until 
1926. See the Local Heritage Report for further 
information .  
 
This is a Typical view of the Cotswold Escarpment 
from the slightly higher ground around Gossington. 

 


