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Map 1  
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Figure 1 Slimbridge Primary School 

 

Figure 2 The George 

 

Figure 3 Tudor Arms 

 

Figure 4 Slimbridge Social Club 
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Figure 5 Slimbridge Sports Pavilion 

 

Figure 6 Slimbridge Village Hall in Context 

 

Figure 7 St John the Evangelist 

 

Figure 8 Slimbridge Post Office 
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Figure 9 Cambridge Showground - July 2018 Fete 

 

Figure 10 Wisloe Stables 

 

Figure 11 Tumpy Green Equestrian Centre 

 
Figure 12 Stroud Paddle Boarding 
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Figure 13 Adventure Bike and Cycle Hire 

 

Figure 14 Slimbridge AFC  

 

Figure 15 Slimbridge Playing Fields Play Area 

 

Figure 16 St John's Graveyard 
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Figure 17 Slimbridge Cemetery 

 

Figure 18 Playing Fields Car Park 

 

Figure 19 Village Hall Car Park 

 

Figure 20 Patch Car Park 
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Figure 21 Allen and Elliott Garage 

 

Figure 22 Build It (on the Right) 

 

Figure 23 WWT Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 

 

Figure 24 Cambridge Green Old Phone Box  
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Figure 25 The Black Shed 
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Introduction 

 
The National Planning Policy Framework 2021 (NPPF)1 sets out the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable 
development. Sustainable development is defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own. There are three overarching objectives that inform how sustainable development is achieved: economic, social and environmental. 
 
The social objective focuses on supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, through the provision of homes, delivery of a well- designed and safe 
built environment, with accessible open services and open spaces to support the community’s health, social and cultural wellbeing (NPPF para. 8). 

Government planning guidance2 sets out that a healthy place is “one which supports and promotes healthy behaviours and environments and a reduction in 
health inequalities for people of all ages. It will provide the community with opportunities to improve their physical and mental health, and support 
community engagement and wellbeing”. 

The NPPF defines community facilities as facilities such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and 
places of worship. The NPPF sets out that planning policies should plan positively for the provision of these services, to help promote healthy, inclusive and 
safe communities (para. 92).   

Community facilities - also referred to as social and community infrastructure – are physical facilities for different individuals and communities, which are 
provided by a range of organisations (public, private and voluntary). They provide for the health, welfare, social, educational, spiritual, recreational, leisure 
and cultural needs of the community, and play an important role in the development of vibrant neighbourhoods by creating a sense of place and providing 
opportunities for people to meet and interact socially.  

This report forms part of the evidence base for the Slimbridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan and explores: 

• Current provision of community facilities in Slimbridge Parish; along with 

• Gaps, issues, and opportunities. 
 
 

  

 
1  https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf 
2  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/health-and-wellbeing 
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How are community facilities covered Stroud District Council planning policies? 
 
Listed below are the emerging policies of the district council 
 
*NEW* Delivery Policy DHC5 - Wellbeing and healthy communities 
Stroud District Council will seek to improve the health and wellbeing of local communities by supporting proposals that include design measures to 
encourage healthier lifestyles and sustainable neighbourhoods, proportionate to the scale of a development proposal. Any potential demonstrable adverse 
impact of proposals on the health and wellbeing of existing or new communities will need to be mitigated in an appropriate manner. 
 
Proposals on strategic allocation sites should include a robust Health Impact Assessment (HIA) identifying how the design, detailed land uses and layout will 
contribute to encouraging healthier lifestyles and will mitigate any identified adverse impacts.  
 
Major development proposals should demonstrate that they have had regard to the following: 
1. Provide access to healthy, fresh and locally produced food 
2. Provide layouts that support the mental and physical wellbeing of residents and encourage healthy, safe and active lifestyles (including for 
those with disabilities) 
3. Provide convenient sustainable access to local health care facilities. 
 
Proposals for the multi-use and co-location of health facilities with other services and facilities will be supported. 
 
Delivery Policy DHC6 - Protection of existing open spaces and built and indoor sports facilities  
Development proposals shall not involve the whole or partial loss of open space within settlements, or of outdoor recreation facilities, playing fields or 
allotments within or relating to settlements, or of built and indoor sports facilities unless: 
1. a robust assessment of open space and sports provision, using the quantity and access standards for open space and indoor / built sports facilities set out 
in this Local Plan, has identified a surplus in the catchment area to meet both current and future needs, and full consideration has been given to all functions 
that open space and indoor / built sports facilities can perform, having regard to the existing deficiencies within the local area; 
2. any replacement facility (or enhancement of the remainder of the existing site) provides a net benefit to the community in terms of the 
quantity, quality, availability and/or accessibility of open space or sport and recreational opportunities. 
 
There should be no harm to spaces or built facilities which: 
A. contribute to the distinctive form, character and setting of a settlement 
B. create focal points within the built-up area 
C. provide the setting for important buildings or scheduled ancient monuments, or are themselves of historic or cultural value 
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Delivery Policy EI6 - Protecting individual and village shops, public houses and other community uses 
Where planning permission is required, development which involves the loss of individual shops, public houses, village halls and other community facilities 
located outside defined retail and town centre boundaries will be supported where all the criteria below are satisfied: 
1. there is no prospect of the current use continuing (which is evidenced) 
2. there are adequate similar use facilities either within that settlement or adjoining countryside which cater for the needs of the local population and is 
accessible by walking or cycling – a distance of 800m 
3. the current or previous use is no longer viable, demonstrated by audited financial and marketing evidence over an agreed reasonable period. 
 
Delivery Policy DHC7 - Provision of new open space and built and indoor sports facilities 
New residential development shall be accompanied with additional accessible recreational and natural green space, and built and indoor sports facilities, 
proportionate to the scale of development. The policy sets out specific access standards for different types of open space and built facilities.  
 
Delivery Policy EI11 – Providing sport, leisure, recreation and cultural facilities 
Planning applications for new sports, cultural, leisure and recreational facilities, or improvements and extensions to existing facilities, will be permitted 
provided:  
1. the proposals are connected to and associated with existing facilities, they are located at a site that relates well to the settlement hierarchy in the District 
or they are intended to meet specific rural needs that cannot be appropriately met at settlements within the settlement hierarchy  
2. the development would not harm the character, appearance and amenities of the area  
3. the development can be made readily accessible to adequate bus, cycling and walking links, for the benefit of non-car users  
4. cycle/vehicle access and on-site cycle/vehicle parking would be provided to the adopted standards  
5. adequate access to and between the facilities would be provided for people with disabilities  
6. any biodiversity interest is enhanced by taking opportunities to create a network of multi-functional green spaces, which support the locality’s natural and 
ecological processes  
7. it is not subject to any other overriding environmental or other material planning constraints. 
 
The current and forthcoming Local Plan for the district provides a strong policy framework. The Neighbourhood Plan can add value at the local level by 
adding more local detail linked to the Local Plan policies; specifying those facilities to protect and those that the community need in Slimbridge parish.  
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Current Provision of Community Facilities in Slimbridge 

There is a strong sense of community across the Parish of Slimbridge. People express a sense of belonging to the village and many who live here participate 
in one or more of the clubs that are on offer. Volunteers are usually available in the community for helping people in need. The Newsletter is delivered to 
every household and valued as a communication tool for the whole Parish. The Slimbridge Parish Council Parish News and the various notice boards, keep 
people informed of upcoming events. Slimbridge Village Hall is well used and a hub for clubs, activities and events for all ages e.g. pantomime, gardening 
shows, jazz evenings. The playing fields have sporting facilities for football and cricket and a recently refurbished play area. The new amphitheatre will 
provide a hub for outdoor community events. Slimbridge Primary school is an asset to the village and most local children are able to walk to school. The Post 
Office is valued for its convenience. 
 
Responses to the Slimbridge NDP Questionnaire (2021) identified that the most used local facility was the Village Hall, followed by the Church. Some 
residents stated that better use could be made of the Church. 
 
Community Right to Bid and Assets of Community Value  

Applications to include Slimbridge Village Hall and Slimbridge Legion Social Club on the Stroud District Asset of Community Value Register have been 
submitted by the Parish Council to SDC and are currently being considered. The Community Right to Bid means that communities can ‘stop-the clock’ on the 
sale of valuable local assets and amenities like post offices, village shops or pubs, giving them time to put in a takeover bid of their own and protect it for the 
wider community’s benefit. Voluntary and community organisations and parish councils also have the opportunity to nominate any local ‘assets’ to be 
included on a list of ‘assets of community value’, to be maintained by Stroud Council, Properties successfully listed on this register can then have their sale 
paused for up to six months giving communities the time to prepare a bid and get a business plan together.  

Provision of facilities outside of the Parish  

Although there is no direct provision within the parish, responses to the Slimbridge NDP Questionnaire identified that the use of nearby hospital, doctors, 
dentists and pharmacists were found to be highly convenient by people in the parish. Gyms, swimming pools and library services were used by fewer people 
but found convenient to use.  
 
A full audit of existing provision of Community Facilities in Slimbridge Parish is included on Map 1, Table 1 and Table 2. Detailed smaller scale maps are 
included in the Appendix.  
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Table 1. Slimbridge Parish Community and Sports Facilities 
 

Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Schools and other places of learning 

Slimbridge Primary 
School 

Primary Education Gloucestershire County 
Council 

Gloucestershire County 
Council 

Term time No 

Pubs  

The George Public House Private Private Open daily Yes 

The Tudor Arms Public House Private Private Open daily Yes 

Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Community centres/meeting halls 

Slimbridge Social Club Licensed Social Club Private Parish Council Open daily Yes 

Sports Pavilion Meeting Hall Parish Council Parish Council Open daily – must be 
booked 

Yes 
Slimbridge Cricket Club  

Slimbridge Village Hall Meeting Hall Private Private Open daily – must be 
booked 

Yes 
 
Slimbridge Scouts 
(Youth organisation 6-
14 years old) meet here 
weekly during term 
time.  

Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Places of worship 

St John the Evangelist Church Gloucester Diocese Gloucester Diocese Open daily Yes 
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Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Post Office 

Slimbridge Post Office Post office and shop Private Private Weekdays (closed 
Wednesday afternoon) 
Saturday mornings 

Yes 

Name   Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Sport and Recreation Facilities 

Cambridge 
Showground 

Showground Private Private Ad hoc No 

Wisloe Stables Equestrian Facilities Private Gloucestershire County 
Council 

Daily Yes 

Tumpy Green 
Equestrian Centre 

Equestrian Facilities Private Private Events Yes 

Slimbridge Football 
Club AFC 

Football club Private Private Football season Yes 

Slimbridge Playing 
Fields Play Area 

Sports area and 
children’s play area 

Parish Council Parish Council Open at all times Yes 

Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Cemeteries 

St John’s Churchyard Cemetery St John’s Church Gloucester Diocese Open daily Yes 

Slimbridge Cemetery Cemetery Parish Council Parish Council Open Daily Yes 

Name  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Car Parks 

Playing Fields Car Park Parish Council Parish Council Open at all times Yes 
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Village Hall Car Park Parish Council Parish Council Open at all times Yes 

The Patch Car Park Parish Council Private Open daily 
6am -10pm 

Yes 

 
Table 2. Other facilities in Slimbridge Parish  
 
This table includes facilities that either:  

a. Fall outside of the NPPF’s definition of ‘community facility’ or 
b. Would not be protected in planning terms from change of use into a different type of shop, restaurant, office or residential use, or 
c. Are facilities that would not require planning permission to create or change. 

 
These facilities nevertheless still serve an important community function and so should be recorded here and on Map 1.  
 

Name and Map Ref.  Basic description Owner of facility Owner of land Usage Others can use? 

Allen & Elliott Garage Private Private Weekdays  Yes 

Build It Building supplies Private Private Weekdays and Saturday 
morning 

Yes 

WWT Wildlife Centre Private Private Open Daily 
 
 

Yes 
 
Slimbridge Scouts 
(Youth organisation 6-
14 years old) meet here 
weekly during term 
time.  

Cambridge Green 
Telephone Box 

Book swap Parish Council Parish Council Open at all times Yes 

The Black Shed Licensed Cafe 
Stroud Paddleboarding 
and Adventure Bike and 
Canoe Hire operate from 
here.  

Private Private Open daily 
 
Stroud Paddleboarding 
is open daily 
 

Yes 
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Adventure Bike and 
Canoe Hire is open daily 
March to October 

Cambridge Green 
Defibrillator 

Defibrillator Parish Council Parish Council Open all times Yes 

Legion Social Club 
Defibrillator 

Defibrillator Parish Council Parish Council Open all times Yes 

Village Hall 
Defibrillator 

Defibrillator Parish Council Village Hall Open all times Yes 

Tudor Arms 
Defibrillator 

Defibrillator Private Private Daily Yes during opening 
hours 

Black Shed 
Defibrillator 

Defibrillator Private Private Daily Customers only 
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Current issues and gaps in provision of Community Facilities 
 
Responses to the Slimbridge NDP Questionnaire identified a local demand for the provision of a village shop / meeting point / coffee shop.  
 
Open Spaces  

• The Stroud Open Space and Green Infrastructure (GI) Study (Berkeley Cluster Sub Area Analysis 2019) has identified:  
o A gap in access to allotments and ‘accessible natural green space’ in the parish 
o A gap in access to amenity green space and to children’s play space in the east of the parish 
o A small gap in access to parks and recreation grounds to the east of the parish 
o Therefore, the need to protect existing open space and maximise opportunities for securing new open space is key.  

• The study recommended that all open space and GI will be afforded protection unless it can be proved it is not required i.e. its loss would not result 
in deficiencies in quantity, access or quality, and would not have a negative impact on the GI network in terms of functionality/connectivity. This is 
delivered through the Stroud Local Plan policy. 

• Open spaces that meet the criteria can be allocated as Local Green Spaces in the Neighbourhood Plan and protected from development. More detail 
on this can be found in the Slimbridge Local Green Space Evidence Base Report.  

• More information on Play Areas within the Parish can be found in the Play Areas Report.  

Opportunities in Slimbridge Parish 
 
Slimbridge Parish Council is planning for the following relevant projects for 2021– 2024: 
 

• Upgrade of the Pavilion facilities – new kitchen, new tables and chairs 

• Finalise the PARCS project 
 
Further information on projects to improve community facilities in Slimbridge parish is included in Section 6 of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
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Appendix – Detailed Smaller Scale Maps of Community Facilities in Slimbridge Parish 
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