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Draft
Managing Tourism and Rural Diversification
in Slimbridge Parish

Slimbridge parish is a great place to visit as well as a great place to live. Tourism is important
to the Parish, making a significant contribution to the local economy, creating employment
opportunities and assisting in attracting investment. Tourism also helps to support rural
areas and rural diversification.

Within the Parish there are a number of important features that serve to attract visitors,
such as the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) and the Canal. The Wildfowl and Wetlands
Trust (WWT) site is one of the biggest tourist attractions in the area; attracting around
250,000 visitors per year. It has recently been expanded to increase visitor numbers. In
addition, there are a number of visitor attractions and large caravan sites near the Tudor
Lodge and the George Inn. A number of special events further enhance the Parish as an
important tourist attraction, including the Little Vintage Show. The Parish also contains a
wide range of visitor accommodation in terms of size and quality that plays a central role in
attracting visitors to the Parish and in supporting the tourist related attractions and
activities.

The high quality of the Parish's countryside and the attractions and activities it has to offer
attracts a large number of people each year wanting to spend time and stay in the Parish.
Visitors to the Parish include the holidaymaker, the business visitor and the leisure day
tripper.

However, there can be drawbacks arising from tourism, including additional public
authority costs, traffic and parking congestion, commercialisation of the rural environment
and conflicts of uses in the countryside. The Parish Council’s approach is, therefore, to
encourage the expansion and improvement of the range and type of tourist facilities in a
sustainable manner that safeguards the Parish's environment.

Draft policy SLWS5 seeks to influence tourism development within the Parish to encourage
sustainable development that minimises its impact on the environment, local communities
and the highway network.

In line with draft Neighbourhood Plan policy SLW3, tourism development proposals should
facilitate non-car travel and provide links to our existing active travel network. The Parish
Council also encourages proposals to wherever possible make best use of any existing local
public transport services in the vicinity of the application site.



Support will also be given to proposals linked to the long-term conservation and
enjoyment of publicly accessible natural and cultural heritage assets. This could involve
the development of facilities (e.g. information centre, public amenities etc.) to support
visitors to a particular landscape feature, archaeological site or historical building. In all
cases, the scale and nature of facilities proposed must be in keeping with the character of
the site and not harm the value of the asset they are catering for.

The NPPF seeks to support sustainable rural tourism that benefits businesses in rural areas,
communities and visitors, and which respects the character of the countryside. This includes
supporting the provision and expansion of tourist and visitor facilities in appropriate
locations where identified needs are not met by existing facilities in rural service centres.

Emerging Stroud District policies look to encourage tourism and accommodation around the
river estuary. Emerging policy EI10 sets out criteria that proposals for tourist facilities in
rural areas are required to meet, including that they provide adequate access to local
infrastructure and opportunities (e.g. existing walking and cycling network) and do not
detract from the biodiversity interest, character or appearance of the landscape.

Whilst the benefits of the tourist economy in the parish are recognised, it is important that
any future tourism development is managed and does not exacerbate existing issues nor
cause negative impacts for residents. It is important to work with stakeholders to ensure
that this happens.

Relevant objective: 019 To ensure that the whole of the parish benefits from tourism and
that the negative effects are minimised.

DRAFT Policy SLW5 - Managing Tourism and Rural Diversification in Slimbridge Parish

Development proposals to provide new, or to improve or expand existing, tourist facilities
or accommodation in Slimbridge Parish will be supported provided that development
accords with the requirements of Stroud District Policy EI10, and:

- has appropriate regard to the Slimbridge Parish Design Statement, and

- involves the reuse of existing buildings where appropriate, and

- does not have an unacceptable impact on the amenities of residential properties
in the immediate locality, and

- does not cause unacceptable traffic generation, and/or incorporates measures to
mitigate the impact of traffic generation including air quality, and

- results in an improvement to the range and quality of attractions and/or visitor
accommodation in the area, and

- benefits the local economy and helps to protect local services.




