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Introduction 

In July 2020, Slimbridge Parish Council agreed to write a Neighbourhood Development Plan and 
asked a group of volunteers to undertake this work on their behalf. In order to gather information 
for the NDP, a questionnaire was devised by that group of volunteers and approved by the Parish 
Council.  In March 2021, all residents in the Slimbridge Parish over 16 were asked to give their views 
on a wide range of topics contained within the questionnaire, and many residents and businesses 
gave their views online and on paper. The response to the questionnaire has been far better than 
other parishes, and we are proud to say that we received a return from 42% of all households. The 
questionnaire has provided a huge amount of information for the NDP, and the volunteers will now 
produce a number of reports for the Parish Council and residents. This is the first report, and it will 
be followed by two further reports, which will be the analysis of the views of businesses in the parish 
and housing needs. These reports will form the basis of the NDP for Slimbridge Parish. 
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Observations 

Questionnaire Return rate 

244 responses were obtained from 212 households which represents a return rate of 42%. For 
comparison purposes, typical NDP questionnaire return rates are shown below with comments from 
the authors of the reports. 

Location Return rate Comments 

March 5.6 % 
This compares favourably with the response rates of other 
Neighbourhood Plan surveys across the country and is considered to 
be a satisfactory basis upon which to identify trends and patters 

Cubert 11%  

Basingstoke 16% A high figure for surveys of this nature 

Brixton 16%  

Salcombe 25% Marginally higher than the national average 

Battle 34.5% Considered high 

Saxilby 35% Well above the average 

Crondall 40% The plan has seen active engagement from across the Parish, 
high response rates 

 

The return rate of 42% represents an exceptionally high rate of return for an NDP Survey. However, 
It could be argued that the sample is not representative. However, as Richiardi et al.1 argue, 
representativeness is usually not necessary and often should be avoided. These data could be 
weighted to counter any perceived lack of representation, but uncertainty in the weighting factors 
could introduce unintended bias. It is therefore concluded that the results provide a good basis for 
valid inferences which will adequately inform subsequent stages of the NDP development plan. 

Question 1 is a control question (no analysis needed) 

Question 2 In order to help us check that we have good coverage of responses from all areas of the 
parish, please state which is your nearest area: - 

Apart from a lack of responses from Tumpy Green, there was good coverage of the Parish.  

Question 3 What do you like about living in the Parish of Slimbridge? 

There were a large number of different responses to this question. A very large majority enjoy living 
in the parish because it is quiet, rural, and peaceful; love the surrounding countryside and the 
friendly neighbourhood, with a strong community feeling. 
The long history and character of the village came up as a positive. There was an implied feeling that 
people felt safe here. 
Walking and cycling whilst enjoying the green spaces was a very common comment. 
 

                                                           
1 International Journal of Epidemiology, Volume 42, Issue 4, August 2013, Pages 1018–1022, 
 https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyt103 
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Question 4 Have any concerns, are there any changes or improvements you would like to see?   

Roads and traffic featured highly with speed as an issue, especially in the lanes and problems with 
footpaths.  Problems on St. Johns Road at school times were raised. Some would like to have a 
village shop/meeting point/coffee shop. Although the NDP will not directly address Wisloe, there 
were negative comments throughout the questionnaire, including concerns that these plans would 
link Slimbridge with Cam forming an urban sprawl that would detract from Slimbridge's unique 
character. There was support for good quality housing, and the latest development at White Lion 
Garden came in for criticism.  There is a perceived lack of facilities for teenagers and young people. 
 
Question 5 How would you like to see the Parish of Slimbridge change over the next ten years so that 
it will remain a community that you are content to live in? 

Most people wished for no change, but small housing developments or self-build were the preferred 
option. Some would like to have a village shop/meeting point/coffee shop.  
 
Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current 
needs? 

 Spaces for sport was considered adequate, with those who gave an opinion only 10% thought more 
was needed. Cycling needs were again considered adequate with those who gave an opinion; 24% 
thought more was needed. Horse riding had almost half of respondents having no opinion, and of 
the remainder, most considered provision adequate. Playgrounds were considered adequate by 
56%, but almost a third had no opinion. Wildlife habitats were considered adequate, but a large 
minority (38%) considered that more were needed; very few (5%) had no opinion. Finally, informal 
play areas, over a third had no opinion, but of the remainder, most thought the provision adequate. 

The outstanding features of this question were that most open spaces were considered adequate, 
with in most cases a large minority having no opinion. The exception was wildlife habitats, where 
only 5% had no opinion. 

Questions 7 -19 The Village Design Statement agreed in 2016 (which can be found at 
https://slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/village-design-statement/ ) set a series of objectives to protect and 
conserve both the rural aspect and nature of the village and the heritage of its buildings,  the identity 
of the separate villages of Slimbridge and Cambridge and the smaller hamlets surrounding these. Do 
you think that the following actions are necessary to preserve our natural environment. 

These questions sought to validate the objectives set out in the Village Design Statement. These 
statements were very strongly supported, with "strongly agree" and "agree" ranging from 78% to 
98%. The only slight outlier was Question 13, The parish wish to encourage refurbishment rather 
than replacement, where only 50% strongly agreed, and 30% agreed. 

Question 12 asked about buildings, trees and views that were identified as benefiting from 
protection. 

The objectives set out in the Village Design Statement are very strongly supported, and further 
assets were identified for protection. 

Question 18 asks about light pollution. 

37% view it as a problem. However, there is a significant difference between Slimbridge and 
Cambridge (32% vs 46%). Comments in Question 80 indicate lighting on the A38 may be a problem, 
and also some respondents view street lighting as inadequate. 

Questions  20, 21 & 22 asked about community orchards and allotments.  
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Although just over half replied "no", 74 people thought they would benefit from community 
orchards and allotments. Although only 17% would be willing to rent an allotment, this represents 
40 people within the Parish and could be higher when the total population is considered. Over a 
third of the people would use and maintain a community orchard. 

Question 23 asked about facilities and for hospital, doctors, dentists, pharmacists, gyms, swimming 
pools and library services. 

 Most respondents use the first four services and find them highly convenient. In the case of the last 
three, much fewer people used them but again found them convenient. 

Question 24 asked about usage of village facilities.  

By far, the most used facility was the Village Hall with 60% usage, followed by the Parish Church on 
34%, the playing field on 30% and the Legion on 20%. The pavilion and Primary School were the least 
used on 9% and 8%.  The low figure for the Primary School was because children from only 30 
households in the parish attend the school. Some respondents noted at Question 80 that better use 
could be made of the Parish Church.  

Question 25 asked residents if they are affected by traffic noise and pollution.  

Traffic noise is seen as a serious problem, with over half the respondents affected. However, 66% of 
Cambridge residents are affected, against 41% in Slimbridge. This represents a serious level of noise 
pollution. The problem with traffic (air) pollution is smaller, but a significant minority of residents are 
affected by traffic pollution (35%). But again, Cambridge is worst affected, with 45% of Cambridge 
residents expressing concern, against 29% in Slimbridge. Again, this represents a serious level of 
concern regarding air pollution from traffic. 

Question 26 asked about pavement use and whether they were found to be adequate.  
 
60% found the pavement along A38 from Slimbridge roundabout to Gossington to be inadequate. 
56% found the pavement from Slimbridge to Cam along the A4135 to be inadequate. 
47% found the pavement on the Old Dursley to be inadequate. 
25% found the pavement along A38 from Slimbridge roundabout to Cambridge to be inadequate. 
25% found the pavement on St Johns Road from the school to Churchend to be inadequate. 
 
Question 27 Asked why pavements were inadequate.  
 
72% too narrow 
71% too short or forced pedestrians to walk in the road 
58% poor condition 
 
The pavements from A38 from Slimbridge roundabout to Gossington and along the A4135 and the 
Old Dursley Road raised cause for concern because they are too narrow, too short or forced 
pedestrians to walk in the road and were in poor condition. 
  
Question 28 asked whether improvements to footpaths would offer a better alternative than walking 
along roads for pedestrians.  

An overwhelming majority of 86% favoured improved footpaths. 

Question 29 asked about the footpaths you and your family regularly use. 
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There are approx 50 footpaths in the Parish.  All of the footpaths in the Parish are used on a regular 
basis. The three most popular are CSL31 Slimbridge to A38  bus stop (Gravel Path), CSL2 Longaston 
Lane to the youth hostel at the patch and CSL24 Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane.      
 
Question 30 Are these footpaths in good condition?  

 
An almost equal number answered "yes", "no," or mixed or conditional answers. 
Three wheelchair users and one disabled user said they had great difficulty or it was an impossibility 
for them to use the village footpath's     
 
Question 31 If not please let us know which footpaths you would you like to see upgraded and im-
proved. 
 
Generally, the complaints regarding the conditions of the footpath's result apply to all footpaths and 
cover three main issues: 
That during inclement weather, the footpaths themselves became particularly muddy. 
The  state of the stiles, which are generally  considered to be in a very poor condition. 
Overgrown vegetation. 
 
There were particular concerns regarding missing signs and upkeep of footpaths/bridle paths in the 
Gossington area. 
  
One concern will be that with a parish community with a high cohort of the elderly and retired 
population, walking gives the opportunity to maintain their health and vigour and promote their 
wellbeing. 
 
It should also be noted that concern about the parish footpath's and pavements feature highly by 
those who also have (concerned about) disabilities.  
 
Question 32 As a cyclist or horse rider, would you like to see this network enhanced for your use?  

A significant minority favoured enhancing the cycling and horse riding network but most had no 
opinion. 

Question 33 sought to identify historic paths  

A number were identified, but there is only one path that is regularly used that is not featured on 
the parish footpath map, and this is the small path between the Old Dursley  Road and the A4135, 
just before the motorway bridge. 
 

The answers to questions 28-33 show that all the footpaths are well used by a considerable number 

of Slimbridge residents and are considered very important and add considerably to the enjoyment of 

the village. There was some confusion between footpaths and pavements, and this should be ad-

dressed in the NDP. 

 

Question 34 and 35 sought to identify problems with public transport. 
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A very large majority (75%) do not use public transport and of those that do, three times as many 
are not satisfied with the current services as are satisfied. The main reasons for the lack of 
satisfaction are infrequent services and not running at suitable times.  

Question 36 sought to find out which factors would encourage people to make greater use of public 
transport services.  

Except for "more convenient bus stops" and (surprisingly) "cost reduction", all the other factors 
would have a significant effect, and a large majority are interested in making more use of public 
services. The largest effects were: 
Better connectivity with other bus services 
More information about routes and timetables 
Improved pedestrian & cycle routes to the Railway 
 
Question 37 Over the next 5/10 years, will anyone in your household wish to take advantage of 
work-based training opportunities if they were to be available locally? 

Although a large majority were not interested, a significant minority (54 residents) were interested 
in work-based training opportunities.  

Question 38 sought views on new businesses to provide local jobs and apprenticeships 

A majority of residents supported new business developments to provide local jobs and 
apprenticeships. 

Questions 39 & 40 asked about the type of businesses which should be encouraged.  

Out of the 150 respondents who answered "yes" to Question 38, the following were the favoured  
new business types: 

Farm-based (117) 
Home-based (93) 
Marine based (90) 
Shop (82) 
A number of others were suggested in the "others" section, but a concern was raised that they could 
increase travel into the Parish resulting in traffic and parking problems. 

Question 41 asked about expansion of the WWT site. 

Opinions regarding expansion of the WWT varied widely between Slimbridge and Cambridge.  59% 
of Cambridge respondents favoured expansion, against only 34% or those from Slimbridge. 

Question 42 asked about the provision of home office/work facilities in new housing. 

A majority favoured new housing having home office or work facilities  

Question 43 & 44 asked about uses for redundant farm building. 

Responses for most of the suggested options were approximately equally split between favoured 
and not, except for storage which was not favoured. Several other uses were suggested, including 
housing in some form such as holiday lets or barn conversions or flats for pensioners. 
 
Question 45 is a control question (no analysis needed) 

Question 46, 47, 48, 49 & 50 aimed to characterise homes in Slimbridge Parish. 
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The responses tended to be submitted by owners of larger properties who own them outright. 
However, the age of the properties reflected the statistics from "Inform Gloucestershire". 

Question 51 Is your house insulated and draught-free? 

Although a large majority of homes were insulated and draught-free, a significant minority (54) were 
not. 

Question 52 asked what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of heating and use of 
your power. 

These results are slightly misleading because some respondents who made postal returns filled in 
Q,52 even if their houses were insulated and draught-free.  However, the most favoured means by a 
large margin were triple glazed windows and solar panels. 

Question 53 & 54 asked about their current form of heating and which alternatives have been 
installed or were being considered. 

A large majority of respondents use gas as the main form of heating, and a large majority have not 
installed or considered alternative sources of heating.  

Questions 55-67 comprise a housing needs survey and are analysed in a separate report 

Question 68 sought views on future housing developments 

A significant minority agreed that there is a need for more homes in the Parish. A very large majority 
agreed with developments of 1-4 houses, about a third agreed with developments of up to 20 
houses and only 7%  agreed with developments of over 20 houses. There was overwhelming support 
for maintaining existing settlement cluster boundaries, reasonable sized gardens, the highest 
environmental standards, and minimising effects of future flooding. 

Question 69, 70 & 71 sought views on flooding 

Almost a quarter of the houses in the Parish are susceptible to flooding, with Cambridge being far 
worse affected than Slimbridge. A large majority of people affected by flooding are not satisfied that 
sufficient work has been completed on flood defences or that the infrastructure is in good repair. 

Question 72 & 73 sought views on sewerage problem 

Over a fifth of the houses in the Parish are susceptible to sewerage problems, with Cambridge being 
worse affected than Slimbridge. A large majority of people affected by sewerage problems are not 
satisfied that work on the sewerage system has solved the problems.   

Question 74 sought views on making Sports Pavilion more energy efficient. 

 A majority were in favour, although Question 24 indicates that it is little used. 

Question 75-78 looked at broadband usage. 

Very few respondents rate a good broadband connection as not important. Used for many purposes 
but the most important are seen as leisure and keeping in touch with family and friends. Very few 
users rate broadband as excellent. Many more users rate Cambridge as poor compared with 
Slimbridge. Internet take-up was identical to UK wide data (Office National Statistics 2020). 

Question79 asked about improvements that could be made to help disabled people. 

A number of comments were made. The most common theme was problems encountered by 
wheelchair users on footpaths and pavements. 
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Question 80 asked about anything which was missed in the questionnaire. 

A large number of issues were raised, which are covered in detail in the data analysis 
section. The main concern raised was the increased level of traffic in the lanes from all 
forms of traffic, including cyclists. 
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Emerging Themes 

All of the guidelines documented in the Village Design Statement 2016 have been validated and are 
supported by a very large majority of the residents.  Further assets were identified as worthy of 
protection. 

The character of the landscape is seen as a very important part of Slimbridge. 

Light pollution is seen as a problem by a significant minority, in particular in Cambridge. Some also 
view street lighting as inadequate. 

Community orchards and allotments are seen as important by a significant minority. 

Assessment needed of the precious flora, fauna and wildlife and actions taken to increase and 
protect it.  

Some village facilities are little used and could be better utilised. 

Traffic noise and pollution are seen as serious problems, in particular for the residents of Cambridge. 
The increased level of traffic in the lanes is also seen as a problem. 

The condition of some pavements in the Parish raised concerns. 

Footpaths are seen as very important and add to the enjoyment of the Parish and enhancement to 
the cycling and horse riding network is favoured by a significant minority. Several historic paths were 
also identified. 

Although a large majority did not use public transport and those that did were unhappy with current 
services, there was significant interest in using public transport if it was improved and safe 
walking/cycling links to the railway station were created. 

Encouraging new businesses and retaining existing businesses in the Parish is seen as important. 
Home office / work facilities were seen as important in the design of new developments. Views on 
expansion of the WWT varied depending on location. 

Tourism was viewed as important, both for and against, especially the WWT. 

No particular option for the use of redundant farm buildings was favoured but concern was 
expressed regarding increased traffic on the Parish's narrow lanes. 

Green issues are seen as important. Gas is the main form of heating and little attention is being 
given to alternatives. The Sports Pavilion could be more energy efficient.  

Flooding and sewerage are as ongoing problems, especially in Cambridge and affect a significant 
number of residents. 

Broadband quality was seen as poor in Cambridge but this should be improved by installation of 
fibre by Gigaclear. 

Facilities for disabled people could be improved. 

Heritage assets and archaeology are seen as important. 

Facilities for young person were not covered in the questionnaire. 

Electric vehicles were not covered in the questionnaire. 
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Data Analysis 
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Category Count 
Slimbridge 110 
Cambridge 92 
Kingston 5 
Troytown 5 

Gossington 14 
Shepherds Patch 10 

Moorend 5 
Missing 3 

 

Slimbridge, 46%

Moorend, 2%Shepherds Patch, 4%
Gossington, 6%

Troytown, 2%
Kingston, 2%

Cambridge, 38%

 

Question 2 In order to help us check that we have good coverage of responses from all areas of the parish, please state which is your nearest area: - 

Apart from a lack of responses from Tumpy Green, there 
was good coverage of the Parish.  
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Question 3. What do you like about living in the parish of Slimbridge? 

We had 233 responses to this question. 

 207 (89%)   Enjoy living in the parish because it is quiet, rural, peaceful and  love the surrounding 
countryside. 

58 (24%) responses went on to refer to the friendly neighbourhood, with a community feel. However 
there were a couple of comments on the difficulty of being a newcomer and assimilating into the 
settled community.  

25  mentioned the Village ethos. 

17  living in a small community  

17  households were involved in the village clubs and activities 

8    Households enjoyed a connection with the church 

The long history and character of the village came up as a positive. There was an implied feeling that 
people felt safe here. 

40 people specifically mentioned walking and cycling, whilst enjoying the green spaces was a very  
common comment through the replies. The dark night time skies were appreciated by those living 
where they can see them. 

21  specifically mention the canal and the proximity of the river Severn. 
13   households mentioned the WWT. 

11  mentioned wildlife in general as being positive aspects of the area  
1    responder enjoys the sight of the Cranes that have recently become regular visitors to the 
banks of the  river Severn 
 

17 households valued the nearby road and rail links, 

8 households mentioned the nearby amenities. 

It is mentioned that there is good communication from the Parish Council. 

 
"The rural quality of the village, the slower pace of life, the access to countryside for walking and 
cycling, the wonderful views and the strong sense of community'." 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex A. 
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 Question 4. Have you any concerns, are there any changes or improvements you would like to 
see? 

222 Comments were made with 5 replies answering No. 

Roads and traffic featured highly with 57% (128)of respondents having concerns. 

30% (62) specifically mentioned speed as an issue. The A38, St.Johns Rd, Old Dursley Rd, & the Lanes 
were commented on. Many pedestrians and cyclists were worried about large farm vehicles 
speeding down the lanes 

7 households commented on a need for a crossing at Cambridge, citing the danger of children 
crossing the road at rush hour to get the school bus, and the problems elderly people had in crossing 
the road to use the post box. 

13% (22) cited problems on St Johns Road at school times and this developed into those who 
proposed a School parking site, and those who put forward road widening to resolve this issue. 

5  cited continuing parking problems at Shepherds Patch,  3 other households spoke of the 
difficulties in parking on St Johns Road.  

5 households were concerned by surface water flooding along the roads. 

There were concerns regarding  noise pollution from both the M5 and A38. The  A38 was also seen 
as a primary cause of  air and light pollution. There were worries that the edges of road and verges 
were being destroyed by the trend toward the use of  larger and heavier vehicles. 

Footpaths are dealt in detail, elsewhere, but the concern about the speed of traffic on the roads, the 
call for traffic calming measures and the lack of good pavements and footpaths is prominent 
throughout this questionnaire. Hopefully the Quiet Lane scheme will address this, but it should be 
always remembered that pedestrians have a an equal right to walk on the roads.  

3 households have called for more bridlepaths.  

7  households wish safe walking and cycling access to Cam and Dursley Station. 

7 households referred to the general lack of facilities in the village. 

15 Households in Slimbridge wished for a village shop. 

13 Households in Cambridge wished for a village shop. 

The current post office came under criticism for offering a very limited service, but a viable 
alternative shop will probably need to rely on this source of income to flourish. 

There is a perceived need for a focal meeting point and a coffee/ tea shop would be  desirable, a 
development that could possibly augment the community feel of the village. 

Wisloe. Although the NDP will not directly address this issue, there were 31 negative comments 
about this venture. Throughout the questionnaire there were concerns that these plans would link 
Slimbridge with Cam forming  an urban sprawl which would detract from Slimbridge's 
unique character.  

There was support for good quality housing, and the latest development at White Lion Garden came 
in for criticism     
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There is a perceived lack of facilities for teenagers and young people  although younger children 
enjoy the play area in Slimbridge. Suggestions of a bike track round the playing field, skatepark, gym 
fitness equipment etc. Perhaps we should ask the young people what they would like more directly. 

There were 3 objections to live music at the Black Shed, I'm not sure that really comes into our 
remit.  

"Extremely concerned about encroaching development which will impact negatively upon the 
community and natural environment. The natural environment is delicate and diverse and therefore 
needs protection from development and the many forms of pollution including light pollution." 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex B 
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Question 5. How would you like to see the parish of Slimbridge change over the next ten years so 
it will remain a community you are content to live in?  

171 people replied 

55% Wished for no change 

23% Wished for small housing developments or self build. 

4 Households suggested  we should aim at attracting young families. 

8 Households suggested affordable housing only should be built. 

There was a request for a Mother & Baby playscheme. 

5      Made a general request for better village amenities. 

30 (17.5%) Would like a  village shop. 

1 request for a Bank. 
4     Wished a café. 

2 Wished a community hub 
7     Wished for a larger village hall (with disabled parking) 

3     Wished to see a doctors, dentist and pharmacy 

 7     Wished  for the Quiet lanes policy to be implemented. 

  4     Wished for the traffic speed control to be in place. 

  5     Wished for better car parking arrangements. 

  5     Hoped for an excellent cycle and walking network 

  4     Are waiting for a bus service through the village. 

 9     Wished for improved biodiversity. 

  2     Wished for hedges & trees to have been maintained. 

           A play area, flowerbeds and allotments  in Cambridge  

A  request for a wider range of species of fish in the river Cam. 

"In a fast changing world we would like to see the oasis of calm that is Slimbridge stay the same" 

"Leave it as it is don't take the desire out of the desirable". 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex C 
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Category Count 

Adequate 160 
More needed 24 

No opinion 55 
Missing 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No opinion, 23%

More needed, 10%

Adequate, 67%

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Spaces for sport] 

Spaces for sport seem very satisfactory with only 10% 
voting for more needed.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 143 

More needed 56 
No opinion 38 

Missing 7 
 

No opinion, 16%

More needed, 24%
Adequate, 60%

 

 

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Cycling] 

Cycling needs are adequately catered for.  
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Category Count 

Adequate 91 
More needed 31 

No opinion 114 
Missing 8 

Adequate, 39%

No opinion, 48%

More needed, 13%

 

 

 

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Horse riding] 

Almost half had no opinion on horse riding but of the 
remainder most thought it adequately catered for.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 132 
More needed 31 
No opinion 71 
Missing 10 

 

No opinion, 30%

More needed, 13%

Adequate, 56%

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Playgrounds] 

Most thought that playgrounds were adequate but almost 
a third had no opinion.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 135 

More needed 91 
No opinion 11 

Missing 7 
 

No opinion, 5%

More needed, 38%

Adequate, 57%

 

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Wildlife habitats] 

Most thought wildlife habitats were adequate but over a 
third thought more were needed.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 100 

More needed 45 
No opinion 90 

Missing 9 

Adequate, 43%
No opinion, 38%

More needed, 19%

 

Question 6 How well do the following types of open spaces in Slimbridge Parish serve your current needs? [Informal play areas] 

Large number had no opinion but of the remainder most 
thought them adequate.  
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 159 

Agree 28 
Disagree 44 

No opinion 10 
Missing 3 

 

 

No opinion, 4%

Disagree, 18%

Agree, 12%

Strongly agree, 66%

 

Question 7 In order to protect the separate identity of the villages and hamlets and the quality of the countryside (including its built and natural heritage), 
proposals outside identified settlement development limits will not be permitted.  

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 171 

Agree 57 
Disagree 5 

No opinion 8 
Missing 3 

 

No opinion, 3%Disagree, 2%

Agree, 24%

Strongly agree, 71%

 

Question 8 To maintain the identity of the flat and marshland areas, buildings should be of a good design that will not detract from this setting. 

 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 162 

Agree 64 
Disagree 9 

No opinion 5 
Missing 4 

 

No opinion, 2%Disagree, 4%

Agree, 27%

Strongly agree, 68%

 

Question 9 To ensure that any future development enhances the character and identity of each area thus safeguarding the traditional buildings and key 
features. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 178 

Agree 46 
Disagree 10 

No opinion 8 
Missing 2 

 

 

No opinion, 3%Disagree, 4%

Agree, 19%

Strongly agree, 74%

 

Question 10 Where there is scope for infill development, this should be of a similar design and density to the surrounding area, should reflect historic 
and other valued features within the area and not exacerbate any flooding issues. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 150 

Agree 69 
Disagree 20 

No opinion 3 
Missing 2 

 

No opinion, 1%Disagree, 8%

Agree, 29%

Strongly agree, 62%

Question 11 The older properties and terraced cottages throughout the parish should be conserved to maintain the historic character elements. Any 
extensions should harmonise with the valued identified existing characteristics, materials and proportions contained in the Village 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Question 12 Shown within the Village Design Statement are buildings benefiting from statutory 
protection such as listed buildings. Are there to your knowledge any further buildings, places, 
views, or trees that need to be protected? 

Trees: 
oak trees in the field behind the old rectory (glebe field) 
The Walnut tree in Lancelot Court 
The sycamore in Lightenbrook Lane and the historic hedgerows 
Rosies wood 
Conifers within the school grounds 
Hedgerows throughout the parish. 
 
Buildings: 
Cambridge house 
Bell House 
Wisloe Farm/stables 
The superb barn presently covered in ivy which is adjacent to the rectory should be preserved and 
listed 
 
Views: 
Views to the Cotswold escarpment from Slimbridge village 
open views to the river seven 
Slimbridge church spire should continue to be visible from all surrounding areas 
Ridge and Furrow permanent grassland 
The paddock adjacent to the cemetery situated behind the Village Hall carpark 
View from Augustin Lane and Slimbridge and the church spire 
Ryalls Lane verges and hedges 
 
The full set of responses is shown at Annex D. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 120 

Agree 87 
Disagree 18 

No opinion 14 
Missing 5 

 

No opinion, 6%

Disagree, 8%

Agree, 36%

Strongly agree, 50%

 

 

 

Question 13 The parish wish to encourage refurbishment rather than replacement. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 132 

Agree 87 
Disagree 10 

No opinion 11 
Missing 4 

 

No opinion, 5%
Disagree, 4%

Agree, 36% Strongly agree, 55%

 

Question 14 All new build or conversion, flats or multi occupation dwellings should provide access to outside green space or gardens for recreation 
and leisure. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 178 

Agree 51 
Disagree 3 

No opinion 7 
Missing 5 

 

No opinion, 3%Disagree, 1%

Agree, 21%

Strongly agree, 74%

Question 15 Create & preserve wildlife corridors along the main watercourses and hedgerows and encourage the growth of roadside plants, verges 
and, hedges to benefit wildlife. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 169 

Agree 67 
Disagree 2 

No opinion 3 
Missing 3 

No opinion, 1%Disagree, 1%

Agree, 28%

Strongly agree, 70%

Question 16 We should continue to encourage the planting and retaining of hedgerows including the use of native species as a means of enclosing 
private gardens in order to maintain and enhance rural character and promote biodiversity. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 197 

Agree 37 
Disagree 1 

No opinion 6 
Missing 3 

No opinion, 2%Disagree, 0%

Agree, 15%

Strongly agree, 82%

Question 17 We should ensure good ditch management. 

 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Yes 90 
No 128 

No opinion 23 
Missing 3 

Yes, 37%

No opinion, 10%

No, 53%

 

Question 18 Do you consider light pollution to be a problem? 

 

The breakdown on the following page shows a significant 
difference between Slimbridge and Cambridge, where 
many more households consider light pollution to be a 
problem. 
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Do y ou consider light pollution a problem?
Slimbridge responses

Yes, 32%

No opinion, 10%

No, 59%

Do you consider light pollution a problem?
Cambridge responses

Yes, 46%

No opinion, 11%

No, 43%
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Category Count 
Strongly agree 157 

Agree 69 
Disagree 5 

No opinion 10 
Missing 3 

 

No opinion, 4%Disagree, 2%

Agree, 29%

Strongly agree, 65%

 

 

Question 19 Traditional orchards should be protected and should be managed in a way that takes into consideration their local heritage, wildlife and 
landscape value. 

This question was designed to validate the Village Design 
Statement 2016 which was very strongly supported. 
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Category Count 
Yes 74 
No 125 

No Opinion 43 
Missing 2 

 

Yes, 31%

No Opinion, 18%

No, 52%

Question 20 Would it be of benefit to you if allotments and a community orchard were made available? 

Although just over half replied “no”, 74 people thought 
they would benefit.  
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Category Count 
Yes 40 
No 193 

Missing 11 

Yes, 17%

No, 83%

 

 

Question 21 If provided would you be prepared to rent and work an allotment? 

Although only 17% would be willing to rent an allotment, 
this represents 40 people within the Parish and could be 
more when the total population is considered.  
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Category Count 
Yes 89 
No 147 

Missing 8 
 

Yes, 38%

No, 62%

 

Question 22 If provided, would you make use of a community orchard, including spending time on maintaining it? 

Over a third of the people would use a community 
orchard.  
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Category Count 
Convenient 214 

Not convenient 6 
Not used 19 
Missing 5 

 

Not used, 8%

Not convenient, 3%

Convenient, 90%

 

 

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Minor injuries, Hospital facilities] 

Most respondents use this service and find it highly 
convenient. 
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Category Count 
Convenient 217 

Not convenient 10 
Not used 14 
Missing 3 

 

Not used, 4%
Not convenient, 6%

Convenient, 90%

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Doctors' surgeries] 

 Most respondents use this service and find it highly 
convenient. 
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Category Count 
Convenient 165 
Not convenient 26 
Not used 49 

Not used, 20%

Not convenient, 11%

Convenient, 69%

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Dentists] 

 Most respondents use this service and find it highly 
convenient. 
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Category Count 
Convenient 212 

Not convenient 22 
Not used 6 
Missing 4 

 

Not used, 3%
Not convenient, 9%

Convenient, 88%

 

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Pharmacies] 

 Most respondents use this service and find it highly 
convenient. 
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Category Count 
Convenient 77 

Not convenient 17 
Not used 146 
Missing 4 

 

Convenient, 32%

Not convenient, 7%
Not used, 61%

 

 

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Gyms] 

Most respondents don’t use gyms but those that do, find 
them convenient. 
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Category Count 
Convenient 119 

Not convenient 14 
Not used 107 
Missing 4 

 

Convenient, 50%
Not used, 45%

Not convenient, 6%

 

 

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Swimming pools] 

Just over half use swimming pools and most find them 
convenient.  
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Category Count 
Convenient 102 

Not convenient 12 
Not used 126 
Missing 4 

 

Convenient, 43%

Not convenient, 5%

Not used, 53%

 

 

 

Question 23 If you use the following, how do you find these services ?  [Library services] 

 Just over half don’t use library services, but those that do, 
find them convenient. 
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Category Count 
Used 83 

Not Used 161 
Missing 0 

 

Used, 34%

Not Used, 66%

 

Question 24 Do you use the following?  Parish Church 
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Category Count 
Used 20 

Not Used 224 
Missing 0 

 

Used, 8%

Not Used, 92%

Question 24 Do you use the following?  Primary School 

The low figure for the Primary School could be because of 
the low number of households with Primary School age 
children in the respondents. 
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Category Count 
Used 22 

Not Used 222 
Missing 0 

Used, 9%

Not Used, 91%

 

Question 24 Do you use the following?  Pavilion 

Little used facility 
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Category Count 
Used 73 

Not Used 171 
Missing 0 

Used, 30%

Not Used, 70%

 

Question 24 Do you use the following?  Playing Field 
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Category Count 
Used 51 

Not Used 193 
Missing 0 

 

Used, 21%

Not Used, 79%

 

Question 24 Do you use the following?  Legion Social Club 
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Category Count 
Used 146 

Not Used 98 
Missing 0 

 

Not Used, 40%

Used, 60%

Question 24 Do you use the following Village Hall 

By far the most used village facility.  
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Category Count 
Yes 129 
No 112 

Missing 3 
 

No, 46%

Yes, 54%

 

Question 25 Traffic [Does road noise affect your household?] 

Traffic noise is seen as a serious problem with over half 
the respondents affected. However,  66% of Cambridge 
residents are affected, against 41% in Slimbridge. 
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Is traffic noise a problem to you?
Slimbridge responses.

Yes, 41%

No, 59%

Is traffic noise a problem to you?
Cambridge responses.

No, 34%

Yes, 66%
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Category Count 
Yes 84 
No 155 

Missing 5 
 

Yes, 35%

No, 65%

 

Question 25 Traffic [Does traffic pollution affect your household?] 

 

A significant minority of residents are affected by traffic 
pollution (35%). But 45%  of Cambridge are affected  
against 29% in Slimbridge.  
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Is traffic pollution a problem to you?
Slimbridge responses.

Yes, 29%

No, 71%

Is traffic pollution a prroblem to you?
Cambridge responses.

Yes, 45%

No, 55%
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Category Count 
Adequate 91 

Not adequate 135 
Missing 18 

 

Adequate, 40%

Not adequate, 60%

 

Question 26 Please tell us if you feel that the parish pavements are difficult to use by pedestrians, pushchairs, wheelchair users, partially sighted and 
those with other disabilities. [Along A38 from Slimbridge roundabout to Gossington?] 

A majority (60%) found this pavement to be not adequate.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 176 

Not adequate 58 
Missing 10 

 

Not adequate, 25%

Adequate, 75%

 

Question 26 Please tell us if you feel that the parish pavements are difficult to use by pedestrians, pushchairs, wheelchair users, partially sighted and 
those with other disabilities. [Along A38 from Slimbridge roundabout to Cambridge?] 

A small minority (25%) found this pavement to be 
inadequate.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 103 

Not adequate 130 
Missing 11 

 

Adequate, 44%

Not adequate, 56%

 

Question 26 Please tell us if you feel that the parish pavements are difficult to use by pedestrians, pushchairs, wheelchair users, partially sighted and 
those with other disabilities. [From Slimbridge to Cam along the A4135] 

The view of this pavement was almost equally divided 
(56% vs 44%) which is slightly surprising because of the 
narrow footpath over the A 4135.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 172 

Not adequate 57 
Missing 15 

 

Adequate, 75%

Not adequate, 25%

 

Question 26 Please tell us if you feel that the parish pavements are difficult to use by pedestrians, pushchairs, wheelchair users, partially sighted and 
those with other disabilities. [St Johns Road from school to Churchend] 

Found to be adequate.  
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Category Count 
Adequate 121 

Not adequate 108 
Missing 15 

 

Not adequate, 47%

Adequate, 53%

 

Question 26 Please tell us if you feel that the parish pavements are difficult to use by pedestrians, pushchairs, wheelchair users, partially sighted and 
those with other disabilities. [Old Dursley Road] 

Almost equally divided (53% vs 47%). 
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Category Count 
Yes 115 
No 82 

Missing 45 
 

No, 42%

Yes, 58%

 

Question 27 In general is this because the pavements are: [In poor condition] 
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Category Count 
Yes 141 
No 56 

Missing 45 
 

No, 28%

Yes, 72%

 

Question 27 In general is this because the pavements are: [Too narrow] 
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Category Count 
Yes 139 
No 58 

Missing 45 
 

No, 29%

Yes, 71%

 

Question 27 In general is this because the pavements are: [Too short or they force pedestrians to walk in the road] 
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Category Count 
Yes 202 
No 34 

Missing 8 
 

No, 14%

Yes, 86%

 

Question 28 Would improvements to footpaths offer a better alternative than walking along roads for pedestrians? 

 

Overwhelming majority favour improved footpaths over 
walking on roads 
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Question 29. Can you let us know the footpaths you and your family regularly use, or describe 
where they are? If you need help identifying them there is a Rights of Way map on the Gloucester-
shire County Council's web site, https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/public-rights-
of-way/rights-of-way- online-map/ 
 
Some 21 households said they walked all or nearly all or most of the footpath's in Slimbridge but did 
not clearly identify these paths. They have not been counted for the purposes of this list. The num-
ber of families using the footpaths are shown below: 

  
Identifier Description Number 
CSL 31 Slimbridge to A38  bus stop.     42 
CSL2     Longaston Lane to youth hostel at the patch. 35 
CSL 24  Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane.     34 
CLS 29.         Slimridge to Ryalls Lane (round Golf Course). 25 
CLS 25   Rosies wood.     24 
CLS 19   Pumping station towards Frampton. 24 
CLS27     Post office to Longaston lane.   23 
CLS 34     A38 towards Coaley         10.  

A38 to old Dursley Road. 9. 
19 

CLS 38     St Johns road to Tyndall Road.       16 
  Along Canal                                                                   15 
CSL 30  Ballards lane to CSL29 “at golf course”. 14 
CSL 39   St Johns Rd to Gossington.    12 
CLS 18    Longaston Lane to Cambridge Arms Bridge. 9 
CLS 28    A38 to Longaston Lane.  9 
CLS 4        CLS2 to Tudor Arms.   8 
CLS 8         St Johns Road to Lightenbrook Lane.   8 

 
The full set of responses is shown at Annexes F, 

 
Question 30. Are these footpaths in good condition?  

This question was answered by 148 households. 
52 people households answered yes 
45 households answered no 
51 households gave mixed or conditional answers 
Three wheelchair users and one disabled user said they had great difficulty  or it was an impossibility 
for them to use the  village footpath's     
 
The full set of responses is shown at Annexes G 

 

Question 31 If not please let us know which footpaths you would you like to see upgraded and 
improved. 
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Footpaths to be upgraded. In order of perceived need 
 
33 households were concerned about the condition of CLS 31 & 28. These paths run from the A38 
bus stop to Slimbridge. 28 returns were concerned about CLS31 which is signed as a disabled path. 
Time has taken its toll on this path and it is no longer considered fit for wheelchairs to use. The poor 
condition of the stiles is also a clause for concern. These were considered no longer fit for 
wheelchairs and difficult for walkers in wet weather.   CLS 28, branches from this path and runs 
down to Longaston Lane, 5 Households also had concerns about the stiles on this path. 
CLS 27 runs from the post office to  Longaston Lane, 3 households were concerned about this path 
 
Kingston Road to the canal is seen as a dangerous road due to the high traffic volumes going to the 
caravan park and the WWT. CLS 2 is the main alternative footpath and 11 households would like it to 
be improved. Both the bridge and the path need improving and one household suggested that it be 
made suitable for buggies and wheelchairs. 
 
CLS 29, footpath around the former golf course, was put forward by 18 households however many of 
the concerns regarding encroaching hedges and an extremely muddy path may have been addressed 
by very recent improvements. CLS 30 joins this path from Ballards Lane and gets muddy as it passes 
through the woods, this was put forward by 9 households.   
An alternative path from Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane is CLS24, eight households thought this path 
unsatisfactory. 
 
CLS 25 runs from The George through Rosies Wood and continues to the pumping station at Ryalls 
Lane where it joins with CLS 19 towards Frampton, along the canal and through the woodland. 7 
households thought CLS 25 was unsatisfactory. 6 households thought CLS 19 was unsatisfactory. 
 
CLS 35 from Bristol Road to Old Dursley Road, 7 households complained regarding the muddy state 
of this path in wet weather. 
 
CLS 34 from Cambridge to Coaley 5 households thought it unsatisfactory. Part of this path runs 
between Old Dursley Road and the A38 and this gets very muddy during the winter.  
 
CLS 18 from Longaston Lane to Cambridge arms Bridge. 5 households thought unsatisfactory  
 
CLS 38 and 39, from Tynings Crescent to Gossington 4 households thoughts unsatisfactory  
 
CLS5 from Kingston Road to Lightenbrook Lane. 4 households considered unsatisfactory 
 
Also in this section were 5 complaints regarding the canal towpath, 11 complaints about Old Dursley 
Road- both the lack of pavement along the road, and the path at the end leading on to the A4135.      
5 people complained about the pavement over the Railway bridge  on the A4135 
There were also complaints about the pavements along the A38 from Cambridge to Gossington and 
also along St Johns Road. 
 
Generally the complaints regarding the conditions of the footpath's result into three main issues: 
 That during  inclement weather the footpaths themselves became particularly muddy. 
The  state of the stiles which are generally  considered to be in a very poor condition. 
Overgrown vegetation. 
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We appear to be a parish of ramblers who enjoy walking the footpaths, some households claim to 
walk all the footballs in the parish, but the rest of us seem to have our favourite walks.  Between us 
we cover all the parish footpath's. 
 
There is only one path that is regularly used that is not featured on the parish footpath map and this 
is the small path between the Old Dursley  Road and the A4135, just before the motorway bridge. 
 
There were protests that in the Gossington area signs had been removed and farmers were 
deliberately failing to upkeep their footpaths / bridle paths. 
  
One concern will be that with a parish community that has a high cohort of the elderly and retired 
population. We need to provide good walking facilities to enable them to continue to enjoy the 
outdoor experiences, which is probably high amongst the reasons they came to live in the Slimbridge 
Parish. By giving them the opportunity to take regular exercise they will have the opportunity to 
maintain their health and vigour and promote their wellbeing. 
 
It should also be noted that concern about the parish footpath's and pavements feature highly by 
those who are also have (concerned about) disabilities.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
The full set of responses is shown at Annexes H. 
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Category Count 
Yes 82 
No 27 

No opinion 128 
Missing 7 

 

Yes, 35%

No, 11%

No opinion, 54%

 

Question 32 As a cyclist or horse rider would you like to see this network enhanced for your use? [Choice] 

 

A significant minority favoured enhancing the cycling and 
horse riding network but most had no opinion. 



 
72 

 

Question 33 In addition there may be historic paths that you regularly use, that are not on the 

map, please let us know where these are too 

Path between the M5 bridge and the end of the old Dursley Road 
path from the Tudor Arms to Moorend Lane via cats castle. 
Link between CCO3 and CC02/CCO6 that is not on the map but is regularly used. 
Footpath from the patch to Penny Lane and also the Green Lane one 
Green Lane from Cambridge arms bridge 
Path opposite Gossington bridge and by Lanes End bungalow 
A path through caravan site across Old Dursley Road and onto River Cam. 
For about 40 years I have walked from CSL 34 across Keedwells field to the weir on the River Cam 
across the weir bridge then left around the edge of the field to the stile on CC04 at A38. Last year 
this was fenced off. 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex I.
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Category Count 
Yes 15 
No 43 

Do not use public transport 178 
Missing 8 

 

Yes, 6%

No, 18%

Do not use public transport, 75%

Question 34 If you usually use local public transport, are you satisfied with the current services? 

 

A very large majority do not use public transport and of 
those that do, three times as many are not satisfied with 
the current services as are satisfied.  
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Category Count 
Yes 11 
No 31 

Missing 0 

Yes, 26%

No, 74%

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [Unreliable] 

 

About a quarter see this as a problem.  
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Category Count 
Yes 15 
No 27 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 36%

No, 64%

 Over a third see this as a problem. 

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [No nearby bus stop] 
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Category Count 
Yes 12 
No 30 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 29%

No, 71%

Almost a third see this as a problem 

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [Don’t come near home] 
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Category Count 
Yes 24 
No 18 

Missing 0 
 

No, 43%

Yes, 57%

This is seen as a problem by over half the respondants.  

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [Infrequent] 
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Category Count 
No 21 
Yes 21 

Missing 0 
 

No, 50%Yes, 50%

 Half the respondants see this as a problem. 

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [Don’t run at suitable times 
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Category Count 
Yes 9 
No 33 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 21%

No, 79%

Not seen as major issue.  

Question 35 If not satisfied is this because: [Too Expensive 
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Category Count 
Yes 81 
No 163 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 33%

No, 67%

Would help to increase use of public transport  

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[More frequent bus service] 
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Category Count 
Yes 53 
No 191 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 22%

No, 78%

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[More convenient bus stops] 

 

Would not make any difference  
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Category Count 
Yes 69 
No 175 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 28%

No, 72%

Would have minor effect on increasing take up.  

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[Better connectivity with trains] 
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Category Count 
Yes 103 
No 141 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 42%

No, 58%

Would have a major effect on increasing take up.  

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[Better connectivity with other bus services] 
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Category Count 
Yes 99 
No 145 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 41%

No, 59%

Would have a major effect on increasing take up.  

 

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[More information about routes and time tables] 
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Category Count 
Yes 38 
No 206 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 16%

No, 84%

Would have noo effect on increasing take up. 

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[Reduction in cost] 
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Category Count 
Yes 99 
No 145 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 41%

No, 59%

Would have a major effect on increasing take up.  

 

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[Improved pedestrian & cycle routes to the Railway 
station] 
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Category Count 
Yes 82 
No 162 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 34%

No, 66%

Respondants are interested in making more use of public 
transport.  

Question 36 Which of the following would encourage you to make more use of public transport?[Nothing] 
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Category Count 
Yes 54 
No 185 

Missing 5 
 

Yes, 23%

No, 77%

Although a large majority were not interested, a significant  
minority (54 residents) were interested in work based 
training opportunities.  

Question 37 Over the next 5/10 years will anyone in your household wish to take advantage of work based training opportunities if they were to be 
available locally? [Choice] 
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Category Count 
Yes 150 
No 51 

No opinion 41 
Missing 2 

 

No opinion, 17%

No, 21%
Yes, 62%

A majority of residents supported new business 
developments to provide local jobs and apprenticeships. 

Question 38 Should we encourage new business developments in the parish that will provide both local jobs and apprenticeships? 
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Development Yes 

Factories 18 

Warehousing 21 

Transport 24 

Builders 38 

Office 61 

Farm 117 

Home 93 

Shop 82 

Tourist 60 

Caravan 45 

B&B 61 

Marine 90 

Equestrian 59 

Sporting 40 

Question 39 What sort of developments should we have? 

 

Out of the 150 respondents who answered “yes” to Question 38, the following were the favoured new business types: 

Farm based (117) 
Home based (93) 
Marine based (90) 
Shop (82) 
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Question 40 Encouraging other types of business development 

A small tech hub or something providing more high-paying work. 
What is in the market could capture some of the passing trade from WWT. 
Anything that could provide work and is housed in appropriate buildings 
Technology-based businesses 
Café 
Heritage and environment focused businesses 
In principal, however the jobs are most likely to encourage travel from other areas. Causing 
increased traffic and parking. 
Flowers, fruit, veg, reinstate traditional artisan food growing/manufacturing - farm shop. 
Cafés, restaurants, pubs. 
Cafés, food markets 
 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex I. 



 
92 

 

 

Category Count 
Yes 106 
No 90 

No opinion 46 
Missing 2 

 

Yes, 44%

No opinion, 19%

No, 37%

 

 

Question 41 Should further expansion of the WWT site be encouraged? [Choice] 

 

Opinions regarding expansion of the WWT varied widely 
between Slimbridge and Cambridge.  59% of Cambridge 
respondents favoured expansion, against only 34% or 
those from Slimbridge. 
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Should further expansion of WWT be encouraged?
Slimbridge responses

Yes, 34%

No opinion, 19%

No, 47%

Should further expansion of WWT be encouraged?
Cambridge responses

No opinion, 16%

No, 25% Yes, 59%
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Category Count 
Yes 136 
No 51 

No opinion 53 
Missing 4 

 

No opinion, 22%

No, 21%

Yes, 57%

Question 42 Should new housing developments include provision for homes that have home office/work facilities? [Choice] 

 

A majority favoured new housing having home office or 
work facilities  
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Category Count 
Yes 99 
No 145 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 41%

No, 59%

Question 43 Would you favour converting redundant farm buildings to [Light Industrial 
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Category Count 
Yes 101 
No 143 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 41%

No, 59%

Question 43 Would you favour converting redundant farm buildings to [Offices 
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Category Count 
Yes 125 
No 119 

Missing 0 
 

No, 49%

Yes, 51%

Question 43 Would you favour converting redundant farm buildings to [Housing 
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Category Count 
Yes 119 
No 125 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 49%

No, 51%

 

Question 43 Would you favour converting redundant farm buildings to [Equestrian 
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Category Count 
Yes 64 
No 180 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 26%

No, 74%

 

Question 43 Would you favour converting redundant farm buildings to [Storage 

 

Not favoured 
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Question 44 Alternate usage for redundant farm building 

16 households proposed housing in some form such as holiday lets or barn conversions or flats for 
pensioners 
14 households proposed a local market / shop looking to sell local produce. Artisan with small 
restaurant? 
11 households proposed a community space often with an arts and crafts facility, attached 
7 households proposed leisure activities, With a space for social events. 
7 households propose gym, sports, music facility, possibly with indoor skate park. 
5 households proposed an education facility or school-based youth facilities 
5 households want to leave them unused or knocked down. Mentioned increased traffic on the lanes 
as a negative factor. 
There were also proposals for garage space, to remain in farming, possibly be used by new farmers 
or used as workshops to provide employment. 
 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex J. 
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Question 45 is a control question (no analysis needed) 
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Category Count 
Own your own home outright? 132 

Own your home with a mortgage? 63 
Have a low cost/shared ownership home? 1 

Have a home tied to your job? 2 
Rent from local authority/housing association? 5 

Rent from a private landlord? 5 
Live with friends/family? 1 

Tenant farm 1 
included within business 1 

park home 1 
equity release 1 

Don't wish to answer 1 
 

Question 46 House Ownership 

 

 The responses show a large deviation from the UK 
average where 37% own their home outright against 64% 
for Slimbridge respondents. The figures are just about 
reversed for those who own outright with a mortgage with 
a UK average of 63% vs 39% for Slimbridge respondants.   
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Question 47 Other types of housing 

Only one entry - Don't see relevance 
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Category Count 
Detached 137 
Semi-detached 43 
Terraced 12 
Bungalow 12 
Park home 10 
Houseboat 2 

Houseboat, 1%Park home, 5%

Bungalow, 6%
Terraced, 6%

Semi-detached, 20%

Detached, 63%

 

Question 48 How would you describe your home? 

 

There is an under representation of semi detached and 
terraced homes. 
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Category Count 
1 6 
2 24 
3 65 
4 82 

5+ 38 
 

1, 3%

2, 11%

3, 30%

5+, 18%

4, 38%

Question 49 How many bedrooms does your property have? 

 

Under representation of smaller properties  
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Category Count 
Pre 1900 63 

1900-1919 3 
1920-1939 16 
1940-1959 18 
1960-1999 75 

2000 onwards 33 
Not known 8 

Pre 1900, 29%

1920-1939, 7%

1940-1959, 8%

Not known, 4%

2000 onwards, 15%

1960-1999, 35%

1900-1919, 1%

 

 

Question 50 When was your house built? 

 

Good agreement with Inform Gloucestershire data.  
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Category Count 
Yes 162 
No 54 

 

No, 25%

Yes, 75%

Question 51 Is your house insulated and draught free 

 

Although a large majority of homes were insulated and 
draft free a significant minority (54) were not. 
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Category Count 
Yes 29 
No 215 

Missing 0 
 

 

Yes, 12%

No, 88%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [Floor insulation] 

 

You can put some text over here  
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Category Count 
Yes 24 
No 220 

Missing 0 
 

 

Yes, 10%

No, 90%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [Roof insulation] 

 

These results are slightly misleading because some 
respondents making postal returns filled in Q,52 evn if 
their houses were insulated and draft free.  
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Category Count 
Yes 31 
No 213 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 13%

No, 87%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [Wall insulation] 
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Category Count 
Yes 63 
No 181 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 26%

No, 74%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [Triple glazed windows] 
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Category Count 
Yes 33 
No 211 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 14%

No, 86%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [New external doors] 
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Category Count 
Yes 80 
No 164 

Missing 0 
 

No, 67%

Yes, 33%

Question 52 If not what improvements could be made to cut down the cost of your heating and the use of your power?  [Solar panels] 
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Category Count 
Electricity 10 

Gas 162 
Oil 30 

Coal 2 
Wood 6 
Other 5 

Missing 29 

Electrici ty, 5%Other, 2%Wood, 3%
Coal, 1%

Oil, 14%

Gas, 75%

Question 53 What is the main form of heating in your home? 

 

Large majority of respondaents use gas as the main form 
of heating.  
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Category Count 
Yes 27 
No 217 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 11%

No, 89%

Question 54 Current planning is for the installation of Gas Boilers in new housing will cease in 2023.  Have you completed or considered augmenting 
your present heating or power supply by installing:- [Ground heat pump] 

Little interest 
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Category Count 
Yes 22 
No 222 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 9%

No, 91%

Question 54 Current planning is for the installation of Gas Boilers in new housing will cease in 2023.  Have you completed or considered augmenting 
your present heating or power supply by installing:- [Air heat pump] 

Little interest 
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Category Count 
Yes 36 
No 208 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 15%

No, 85%

Question 54 Current planning is for the installation of Gas Boilers in new housing will cease in 2023.  Have you completed or considered augmenting 
your present heating or power supply by installing:- [Photovoltaic panels] 

Little interest 
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Category Count 
Yes 9 
No 235 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 4%

No, 96%

Question 54 Current planning is for the installation of Gas Boilers in new housing will cease in 2023.  Have you completed or considered augmenting 
your present heating or power supply by installing:- [Wind turbine] 

Little interest 
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Category Count 
Yes 151 
No 93 

Missing 0 
 

No, 38%

Yes, 62%

Question 54 Current planning is for the installation of Gas Boilers in new housing will cease in 2023.  Have you completed or considered augmenting 
your present heating or power supply by installing:- [None] 

Very large majority have not installed or considered 
alternative sources of heating.  
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Questions 55-67 comprise a housing needs survey and are analysed in a separate report. 
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Category Count 
Agree 91 

Disagree 117 
No opinion 32 

Missing 4 
 

Agree, 38%

No opinion, 13%

Disagree, 49%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [There is a need for more homes within the parish] 

 

A significant minority agree that there is a need for more 
homes in the Parish. 



 
123 

 

 

Category Count 
Agree 193 

Disagree 25 
No opinion 18 

Missing 8 
 

No opinion, 8%

Disagree, 11%

Agree, 82%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Future developments should be small scale (1-4 houses)] 

 

Very large majority agree with small developments (1-4) 
houses  
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Category Count 
Agree 74 

Disagree 142 
No opinion 18 

Missing 10 
 

Agree, 32%

No opinion, 8%

Disagree, 61%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Medium scale developments are acceptable ( up to 20 houses)] 

 

About one third agree with medium scale developments ( 
up to 20 houses) 
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Category Count 
Agree 17 

Disagree 197 
No opinion 17 

Missing 13 
 

Agree, 7%

No opinion, 7%

Disagree, 85%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Large scale developments are acceptable (over 20 houses)] 

 

Only 7% agree with large scale developments of over 20 
houses.  
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Category Count 
Agree 186 

Disagree 23 
No opinion 30 

Missing 5 
 

No opinion, 13%

Disagree, 10%

Agree, 78%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Future development should ensure that the existing settlement clusters remain separate?] 

 

Very wide agreement 
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Category Count 
Agree 204 

Disagree 13 
No opinion 20 

Missing 7 
 

No opinion, 8%

Disagree, 5%

Agree, 86%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Future development should have a requirement for a minimum reasonable size garden, for 
each house?] 

Very wode agreement 
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Category Count 
Agree 214 

Disagree 18 
No opinion 7 

Missing 5 
 

No opinion, 3%
Disagree, 8%

Agree, 90%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments? [Future development should be constructed to the highest environmental standards and 
include a requirement to achieve the lowest possible carbon footprint?] 

Very wide agreement 
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Category Count 
Agree 221 

Disagree 5 
No opinion 13 

Missing 5 
 

No opinion, 5%
Disagree, 2%

Agree, 92%

Question 68 What are you views on future developments [All new buildings and homes should be constructed using materials and design that minimises 
the effect of possible future flooding?] 

Very wide agreement 
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Category Count 
Yes 56 
No 184 

Missing 4 
 

Yes, 23%

No, 77%

 

Question 69 Is your home or business is in an area susceptible to flooding? 

Almost a quarter of the houses in the Parish are 
susceptible to flooding with Cambridge being far worse 
affected than Slimbridge 
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Is your home in an area susceptible to flooding?
Slimbridge responses

Yes, 16%

No, 84%

Is your home in an area susceptible to flooding?
Casmbridge responses

Yes, 35%

No, 65%
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Category Count 
Yes 16 
No 39 

Missing 1 
 

Yes, 29%

No, 71%

Question 70 Are you satisfied that sufficient work has been completed on flood defences to secure it from further flooding?  [Choice] 

 

A large majority of people affected by flooding are not 
satisfied that sufficient work has been completed on flood 
defences to secure it from further flooding   
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Category Count 
Yes 14 
No 42 

Missing 1 
 

Yes, 25%

No, 75%

Question 71 Are these defences regularly maintained and from your knowledge and observation are you satisfied that infrastructure such as drainage 
ditches are in good repair and adequate to deal with the problem?  [Choice] 

A large majority of people affected by flooding are not 
satisfied that the infrastructure is in good repair. 
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Category Count 
Yes 49 
No 190 

Missing 5 
 

Yes, 21%

No, 79%

 

Question 72 Has your home or business suffered from sewerage problem? 

 

Over a fifth of the houses in the Parish are susceptible to 
sewerage problems with Cambridge being worse affected 
than Slimbridge 
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Has your home suffered from sewerage problems?
Slimbridge responses

Yes, 18%

No, 82%

Has your home suffered from sewerage problems?
Cambridge responses

Yes, 27%

No, 73%
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Category Count 
Yes 16 
No 33 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 33%

No, 67%

Question 73 Work has recently been carried out on the sewerage system. Are you satisfied that the work completed on the system will solve the 
problems associated with it? [Choice] 

A large majority of people affected by sewerage problems 
are not satisfied that work on the sewerage system has 
solved the problems.   
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Category Count 
Yes 184 
No 50 

Missing 10 
 

No, 21%

Yes, 79%

Question 74 The Parish owns one building in the village, the Sports Pavilion. Should this building be made more energy efficient with the addition of 
generating facilities such as photovoltaic panels which will reduce the carbon footprint? [Choice] 

Large majority in favour 
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Category Count 
Very important 164 

Important 67 
No important 4 
Do not use 6 

Missing 3 
 

Do not use, 2%No important, 2%

Important, 28%

Very important, 68%

Question 75 How important is a good broadband connection to your household? [Choice] 

 

Very few respondents rate a good broadband connection 
as not important.  
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Category Count 
Yes 136 
No 108 

Missing 0 
 

No, 44%

Yes, 56%

Question 76 Do you use broad band for:- [Work] 
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Category Count 
Yes 114 
No 130 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 47%

No, 53%

Question 76 Do you use broad band for:- [Education] 
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Category Count 
Yes 216 
No 28 

Missing 0 
 

No, 11%

Yes, 89%

Question 76 Do you use broad band for:- [Leisure] 

 

Most important usae of broadband  
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Category Count 
Yes 204 
No 40 

Missing 0 
 

No, 16%

Yes, 84%

Question 76 Do you use broad band for:- [Contact with family and friends] 

 

Considered very important  



 
143 

 

 

Category Count 
Yes 17 
No 227 

Missing 0 
 

Yes, 7%

No, 93%

 

Question 76 Do you use broad band for:- [Not used] 

 

Very few don’t use broadband.  
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Question 77 Other uses for broadband 

5 households use this for Shopping 
2 Households use this for Streaming 
2 Do Council work 
1 Do Volunteering 
1 Do Gaming 
1 Do Buying &amp; Selling 
1 Do Searching for information 
1 Do Catch up on I player 
 
The full set of responses is shown at Annex L. 
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Category Count 
Excellent 4 

Good 73 
Adequate 91 

Poor 68 
Don't use it 2 

Missing 6 

Excellent, 2%

Good, 31%

Don't use i t, 1%

Poor, 29%

Adequate, 38%

 

Question 78 How good is your current broadband connection? [Choice] 

 

Very few rate broadband as excellent as excellent. Many 
more users rate Cambridge as poor compared to 
Slimbridge. 
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How good is your current broadband connection?
Slimbridge responses

Excellent, 2%

Good, 42%

Don't use it, 2%
Poor, 12%

Adequate, 43%

How good is your current broadband connection?
Cambridge responses

Excellent, 2%

Good, 16%

Poor, 48%

Adequate, 33%
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Question 79 If you have a disability, or are a carer for a person with a disability, are there any com-

ments  you would wish to make regarding anything in this questionnaire about any improvements  

that could be made to help you, or anything that you feel would be beneficial to your circumstances. 
 

Quieter roads and areas with nature for children and adults with autism/ learning disabilities. 

Would like pavements to the canal. 

Lower the height of existing pavements and widen pavements for wheelchair users. 

Cleaner pavements, remove horse manure as it sticks to the wheels of wheelchairs and it's difficult 
to remove. 

Canal towpath needs widening. 

Build better and wider accessible footpaths . 

Better designed stiles for people with mobility issues. 

Speed reduction from cyclists, 
Cyclists need to use bells for warning 

Better lighting in Village Hall carpark. 

Disabled toilets and kitchen in church. 

A community welfare box. 

Public transport to run in and out of the village. 
Local shop(s) with wide entrances 

 

The full set of responses is shown at Annex M. 
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Q80 If you can think of anything we may have missed out, or have any comments you 

would like to make, or to expand on your answers above please write or list them here 

 
Concerns about traffic were again the major issue reflected in the final questions. There is an obser-
vation of increased traffic along the lanes, particularly of delivery vans. This may be just a result of 
the present lockdown on the other hand it may now be a permanent feature of village life. 
A number of these issues will be  mitigated by the adoption of the quiet lanes scheme however 
there are just a couple of points I'd like to draw attention to: – 
There were concerns about cyclists travelling both individually and in groups along the quiet lanes 
and not giving proper warning of approach. The silent approach, particularly when it comes from 
behind you appears to unnerve quite a number of the pedestrians on the quiet lane. The police rec-
ommend that cars leave 1.5 m when they overtake cyclists, perhaps we can be suggested to the local 
cycling clubs that the same distance is applied between them and pedestrians. 
Suggestion of a pay and display parking scheme in the patch car park. 
Footpaths - A suggestion that Kissing Gates should be modified to accommodate mobility scooters, 
pushchairs and wheelchairs. 
Housing - mainly reflected worries that Wisloe +  will ultimately  join Slimbridge to the Dursley Cam 
conurbation.  
A mixed picture on further development with calls for some expansion to assist the development of 
the village, against other demands for no further build. 
Flooding -  Concerns for better management and control over private drainage ditches. Worries 
about silting of the river Cam. Apprehension about the effects of Climate Change. Concern that  
sewage treatment is at capacity. 
Youth.- suggestion of a Skate park in the playing fields, (are there really plans for an Amphitheatre, 
or was that left over from the Romans) 
Biodiversity - hedgerows, should we recommend a height and purpose for these? 
At the present the village policy  is to preserve old Orchards, however some of the trees are over 100 
years old and will eventually disappear. How do we retain this heritage? 
A suggestion that mowing of grass is reviewed  and use of pesticides is banned on communal areas 
The following seem very pertinent for us to discuss as part of policy framing;- 
Adopt dark skies as light pollution significantly affects our internationally important wildlife. 
Protect our agricultural land including ridge and furrow and orchards. 
Protect land that is used by a protected species.  
Protect archaeological/ historical  assets. 
We have some significant ancient history assets. These should be recorded, examined and pro-
tected. 
St Johns Church is particularly important, a notable place in history of the bible (and the common 
man), a striking local building and significant grade 1 listed landmark. Its value should be protected 
and enhanced. Any potential negative impact on this building or views towards the building should 
be prevented. 
The Cotswold A ONB and escarpment form an important backdrop to the setting of Slimbridge par-
ish. Views into and out of the AONB towards Slimbridge should be preserved and protected. 
Slimbridge has a vibrant working agricultural community. Every effort should be made to support the 
farms in the village to remain viable.  
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The full set of responses is at Annex N
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Annex A 

Question 3. What do you like about living in the parish of Slimbridge? 

quiet, rural location with easy access to facilities and travel 

The people, countryside and Slimbridge is not a weekends cottage village 

Living in a rural area 

Small community, Village location, Peaceful 

We like it very much, semi rural and nice when it is quiet. Beautiful surroundings and wildlife 

We like it very much, semi rural and nice when it is quiet. Beautiful surroundings and wildlife 

small village . community, peaceful & beautiful 

Quiet, easy access to public footpaths 

It's a lovely village benefitting from unique wildlife and nature on our doorstep thanks to the Severn 
river 

peaceful and quiet 

The surrounding countryside, close to amenities  

walking paths and country lanes 

Country living, quiet 

rural community with plenty of open space 

Small semi rural community 

Rural, quiet, have lived here all my life, I like it. 

Having lots of friends on your doorstep 

its quite, people are friendly. Able to take walks 

Access to canal - rural community -  

Rural environment, nice people, quiet. 

neighbourly spirit 

rural surroundings  

Close to family 

Peaceful, rural area but with ready access to road networks, amenities and lots of village activities. 

the countryside 

Access to the countryside and canal network. easy access to other places  

Village community and open space  

Countryside  

Good community spirit 
Good road and rail transport links 
Rural location with good access to footpaths and canal 
Good community facilities: Pub, Post Office, School, Village Hall, Recreation Ground, Rosie's Wood, 
Church. 

Good access to the M5 
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A friendly community. The countryside. Reasonable access to transport (trains & M5). 

quiet, safe area 

Being in a cohesive rural community 

The rural area and the ability to walk in beautiful, peaceful countryside 

The semi rural aspect with a good community ethos. 

Mainly that I can walk out of my back door and be right in the heart of the countryside. It is convenient 
for work and my children have had access to good schools 

A strong sense of community in a settlement with a long history 

The rural quality of the village, the slower pace of life, the access to countryside for walking and 
cycling, the wonderful views and the strong sense of community. 

Friendly people.  
Good access to motorways.  
Good clubs/organisations for many diverse activities. 
Good playing field and children's play area. 
Well used village hall. 
Attractive ancient church. 
Reasonable bus service. 
Good primary school 

Easy access to countryside 

nice rural community 

Green space 

Peace, and country side views: 

Open countryside  

It's rural location and the people who live here. Easy access to motorway network. 

Quiet rural area with positive outlook 

Living in a semi rural location. Tranquility 

Quiet, rural, natural environment with an interesting history and friendly people. 

Quiet lanes  

I like my peaceful rural location with fields behind my house. 

It is rural, green, relatively unspoiled and has adequate links to facilities in Cam, Dursley and 
Gloucester (I feel no connection to Stroud).  
There is a good community atmosphere, good communication with the Parish Council and, through 
the newsletter, good information on upcoming events.  

Tranquility , nature on our doorstep & countryside 

Friendly community, peace and quiet, good countryside, well connected 

It is basically about the feeling of living in the countryside in a traditional village that has character, 
history and a community spirit. 

Apart from main road generally quiet. Good transport links. Good pub. Family attractions near by. 
Nice walks.  

Quiet rural location with ease of access to other places. 

Convenient location. Family history 

The countryside, the wildlife 
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Nice rural walks; nice people; lovely church; History Society 

Connections to transport. 

Countryside  
School 
WWT 

Village environment 

its rural setting whilst still retaining access to main arteries to get to cities/towns for work and 
shopping 

Space, quiet, not too many people 

WWT, country walks, access to M5 

The countryside is beautiful and it's quiet. 

The area is lovely ,lovely walks  

Quiet. Greenfield. Links to Bristol and Gloucester 

Country setting 
Nice walks 
easy connection to motorway 
Community feeling 

Developing community, good transport links, good walks 

Friendly and conveniently located village benefiting from safe environment and relatively good local 
facilities 

Rural location 

Low population density; rural area; open aspects 

Nature; rural environment; friendly community 

It is rural but close enough to everything I need. 

Quiet with enough green space to enjoy 

I love the serenity of the fields when walking my lovely dog, but then I love the friendliness and social 
interactions with people I pass by! 

Quiet. Close access to work place. Nice walks 

The peace and quiet. I love walking the dog with our children around the parish and appreciating the 
beauty of the place, the church, the old houses, the farms, fields , the canal and the animals and 
wildlife.  

Lovely countryside and walks 

Country living  

Friendly and convient  

It is peaceful and quiet, in a rural inclusive community near to the Wetland Centre with many local 
rights of way for walking. 

A rural community, peaceful, but with enough going on to be stimulating when needed. 

It's quiet and green 

That all aspects of the village are taken into consideration. A great community with lots of different 
groups and a great village hall. 

Rural village in countryside, convenient for main cities 
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It's quiet, friendly but private. 

Rural feel but good access to major road and rail networks 

Good access to public rights of way. Nice green spaces. Quiet location. Friendly neighbours. 

The calmness and the chocolate box feel 

Space, peaceful, not built up 

Rural with easy access to motorway when required  

Village environment, and social activities under normal circumstances. 

Children's playground; country walks to the pub 

open countryside; not too many houses; very good playing field; peaceful 

quiet unpretentious village 

nothing 

open spaces; rural atmosphere; walks along the canal 

I like the friendly people. I like living in a mixed sort of community which Cambridge still is. 

peaceful, safe 

quiet rural environment 

pleasant village in convenient location 

its nice and quiet; the village is always so clean, no dog fouling or horse muck everywhere and the 
villagers are so very nice to all visitors to the village 

friendly helpful people who help each other; rural outlook 

it remains semi rural whilst close to amenities and nice countryside walks 

the peace and quiet of a rural location 

very friendly local church 

its village way of life, community, peace and quite 

the peace and quiet 

rural location; friendly neighbourhood; easy access to Bristol, Gloucester etc 

its just simply a very friendly village and people on the whole are caring - a nice place to walk and 
meet 

lovely local community and being part of a smallish village 

Rural with easy access to motorway when required  

village setting 

People 

Countryside, canal, greenness generally, quick access to motorway 

Community spirit, countryside walks, accessibility to main towns (road and rail), parish groups, 
historic area, lots to see 

I like that it is rural but has reasonable proximity to cities. It has many footpaths to facilitate walking 
from home. It is a great bonus having the canal on the doorstep however it is particularly dangerous 
walking along Kingston Road and not many footpaths are accessible for people with mobility issues 
or large dogs! 

Surrounded by attractive countryside. Friendly, quiet community. Convenient location. 
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The wetlands on the doorstep, transport links, canal walks 

Wetlands, Transport links, Canal Walks 

The open countryside 

rural countryside 

the peace and tranquility of living on the outskirts of the village 

space and the rural environment; lack of light pollution - good night sky; friendly people in the 
community 

Rural community 

access to green space; a sense of community; a sense of belonging 

lovely surroundings and friendly neighbourhood 

village life, country life; less transient population; open countryside 

like being near the countryside and handy access to main roads 

friendly neighbours and community 

I enjoy being part of a friendly community and exploring the beautiful surroundings.  

Being in a rural area to pursue activities we enjoy 

Friendly & beautiful 

walking on the small lanes, footpaths and on the canal path, and the friendliness of the people you 
meet. 

Views and countryside 

Lovely countryside and friendly people 

The park and school, and having the wetlands nearby 

it is a distinct rural parish with a deffinate seperate community  

Quiet, peaceful, the village spirit. 

Wonderful unspoilt rural community, the distinct characteristics of each of the hamlets and villages, in 
the proximity to the estuary and associated wildlife.  

Quiet and peaceful 

Quiet, caring 

We live at Wisloe and love the rural community looking out on open spaces and green fields. Also 
being able to appreciate the wildlife and not being close to or overlooked by other houses. 

Rural community with good access to the countryside and the cotswold hills. Close to Cheltenham. 

My Family have lived in cambridge until 2 years ago for 80 years or more 

Rural location. Wildlife. Near Estuary. Working farms. Environment. 

Great location. A group of linked villages each with their own identity. Rural/village life. Access to the 
canal and wetlands centre.  

A quiet community away from busier nearby towns 

Rural but near to towns such as Dursley and Gloucester.  

rural, but still connected 

peaceful 

Views and countryside 
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This is a future housing needs response which can't be attached to original response 

I have lived here since 1966. It is a lovely village and I would not like to live anywhere else 

Quiet and Rural but easy access ro local facilities and amenities 

Countryside Safety space 

Beautiful Countryside 
Space Between Buildings 
Easy Access to main areas for daily travel-we moved here to get away from housing estates 
Range of animals 

A quiet country village with a fine church 

open countryside 
good location to get to neighbouring towns and cities 

Flat walking 
Still has a pub 
Friendly community spirit 

Nice places to walk, nice park,good school. good active parish council. 
Having WWT as a facility but no so much the volume of traffic 

Rural 
Small Community 

That it is a rural village with the feel and reality of a small community 

Village life, friendly, Adjacent field for dog walking, easily commutable, new faster broadband is a 
bonus (when affordable). 

Peace and quiet, feeling safe, open space, community spirit 

When I came hear in 1991 it was a quiet peaceful area, 

Friendly people, peaceful 

Small community, green spaces 

Quiet and peaceful - no gangs of children or youths etc. No street lighting. General quietness. Open 
spaces 

It's small , friendly, it's a working village not a tourist trap.  

Village community life but also easy access to facilities ie doctors, shops etc in Cam. Goos acces to 
motorways, station etc. 

A village feel despite how close it is to motorways / cities / A roads. 

Peaceful 

Greta walks 

Quiet, caring 

I love living in a quiet, fresh village with a strong sense of community. 

We enjoy living a rural life with a community that enjoy the advantages of open space and beautiful 
countryside 

Peaceful, open countryside, located near larger communities and shops / facilities. 

Unable to fill it in. 

Nice place to live. 

Quiet, friendly 
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Rural character of village. Sense of community. Beautiful area. Ease of access to towns. Surrounded 
by nature. 

A quiet rural setting with lots of green space surrounding the village 

A peaceful rural district with low traffic volumes and consequently good air quality. The district only 
gets busy in the school summer holidays when families visit the Wetlands Centre 

It is rural but not far from amenities 

Sheer beauty and peacefulness. Lived here and in local areas all our lives. 

We onbly moved in October, but like the access to waterways and not have to travel. We have yet to 
experience busy times due to covid and missing summer. 

Rural atmosphere. Plenty of fields and footpaths. Lots of space at with housing mainly restricted to 
infilling. Bus service along A38 gives mobility for those who can't drive. I live along Old Dursley Road 
and I consider that M D Collins are a very good example of an industrial unit that blends into the 
environment. 

Space, countryside, fresh air. Friendly people. Being close to WWT. Being close to the canal and 
countryside walks. 

1. It is a quiet, peaceful and friendly village. 
2. There is little crime or disorder.and visitors. 
3. Residents are polite, friendly and generally respectful to each other  

Access to countryside. Good transport links (M5, Bristol & Glos rail) 

Small friendly community, people care. Rural location, good access to country walks. Good balance 
of the above with easy access to all required facilities. 

Rural parish. Good local school. Lots of footpaths and other areas to walk on. Proximity to the canal. 
Village community. 

Peace, clean air, quiet, rural, animals, walks 

It's an old village that still has some "old village" attitudes and ways 

We have lived here for nearly 25 years in the same house. The setting is perfect for us and 
grandchildren. you would not (if searching for a similar property) tick all the boxes you need 
anywhere else. 

I have lived in the village all my life. 

Very quiet, lovely surroundings. Close to A38 and motorway network. 

Lived here all my life 82 years. Says it all. 

The people. Village atmosphere. Church. Gardening club. Canal. 

It is quiet not too many houses 

Not too busy. 

The rural location 

Quiet country setting 

Countryside 

A quiet friendly community, nice walks, local pubs 

Quiet Peaceful and friendly 

proximity to canal, countryside walks, beautiful church 

The Countryside 

the wetlands centre, the tudor arms 
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The peace and quiet, the rural surroundings enabling easy pleasant walking and observe the delights 
of nature in the changing seasons. 

Rural quiet space 

Peace and quiet apart from the school parking 

the community; the rural environment; canal 

close to canal and country lanes and footpaths 

the peace and quiet; the countryside feeling; lots of fields; having Slimbridge legion club 

have always lived, rural, love slimbridge and surrounding areas 

rural aspect, surrounding countryside 

rural green wildlife; access to M5; access to local shops 

peace and quiet 

peaceful, friendly and rural. plenty of countryside and dog walking right on our doorstep 

small village with a strong sense of community. rural and quiet location. close to the WWT 

a small village not yet overcrowded 

beautiful countryside, good walks 

cranes (birds) 

its community, events, church, lovely walks and quietness 

Quiet! countryside views and access. feels safe. with all that we still have easy access to major 
communication links. high speed internet has arrived! 

the clean and pleasant environment. the fact that most houses are well maintained and the gardens 
are well looked after and colourfully planted 

small local village, bought both my children up here 

rural (semi -rural location); open countryside 
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Annex B 

Question 4. Have any concerns, are there any changes or improvements you would like to 
see? 

increase in congestion from development like Wisloe. Increase in traffic down St John's Road to 
pub, canal and WWL 

High level of traffic 

Traffic reduction 

More street lighting in built up areas on old Dursley Road possibly on a timer. Less street lighting on 
built up area on Bristol Road especially during the night 

No live music at the Blackshed. Designated parking for boat people off the road. Double yellow lines 
to avoid verge parking. Green lanes policy implemented not more flashing speed camera reminders 
and pink 30 mph signs on roads. 

No live music at the Blackshed. Designated parking for boat people off the road. Double yellow lines 
to avoid verge parking. Green lanes policy implemented not more flashing speed camera reminders 
and pink 30 mph signs on roads. 

parking for the school - Buy a field opposite.  

Speed controls on Moorend Lane. Parking restrictions at the school in St John's Road 

There is a lack of infrstructure which means that any housing added into the area will place an extra 
strain on our resources without the correct kind of development investment. Houses that are being 
allowed to be built to date all seem to be about the quantity of houses that can be built rather than 
quality of the lifestyle being offered. Gardens are tiny and this is an issue in the world we now live in. 

A38 too busy and noisy. Also noise from the motorway. Sound reducing barriers to reduce noise 
from the M5. 

compulsory cycle bells, 20mph speed limit 

More bridleways for horse riders, a village shop in Cambridge 

parking outside school always a problem. Allotments would be nice 

future housing development in Wisloe 

Less developments in the village. 

The village could be a lot tidier and attractivef  

Some of the grass removed from tyning crescent as people parking on the grass are killing it. Less 
to maintain in the long term 

Concerns :Traffic - traffic speed - extra development down at WWT and the Patch. Canel parking 
increasing no parking facilities - Farm traffic dangerous and ruining verges.  
 
Improvements: entrance to village made smarter - road swept more often - verges cut more often.  
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Roads controlled for speed etc. 

Speed of traffic through Slimbridge  

a local shop 

Improvement in community spirit- currently there is a lack of cohesion. 

Concerned that too much tourism at Shepherds Patch will become problematic, particularly traffic 
wise and noise levels.  
Too much unnecessary light pollution at Shepherds Patch. 

automation of the canal bridges would cause issues 

I am concerned about the proposed over development of Wisloe Road.I am concerned about the 
drains coping moving forward and I would like to see measures introduced to reduce the 
speed/amount of traffic that use the lanes. It would be nice if there was affordable housing for the 
younger generations who live in the parish that are not shared ownership  

School parking/traffic. Concerned that there could be a nasty accident  
A pub/shop central located would benefit the village 

Speed of traffic in lanes 

Faster broadband! 
Better parking facilities at school and canal bridges 
Farmers being more considerate to residents regarding speed of machinery, smell and state of 
roads. The excuse of you accepting this as part of living in the countryside is not acceptable as the 
majority of farmers in the parish are fine. 

Better facilities for tourists using the canal. Improved access to Cam & Dursley station by foot or 
bike. 

Ryalls Lane pumping station to be upgraded. Road flooding. Some footpaths need attention. 
Potholes in the roads - especially the smaller roads. 

area is getting too busy, new housing devolopment (Wislow Green) will ruin the nature of the village. 
No infrastructure or employment 

Very concerned at proposed large developments near by which will alter the rural dynamic of the 
village. Also concerned at increased development of Wetland Centre which appears more geared to 
an increased human footprint. 

A need for a local community shop and the nearness of the market town of Stroud. 

Speed limit on the Dursley Road. 

firstly a good, high quality pedestrian and cycle access to the station, also improvements to 
pedestrian and cycle access into Cam & Dursley avoiding the dangerous railway bridge and road 
into Cam 

Preservation of the small field agricultural landscape 

The closure of the WWT during 2020/21 has shown just how much the traffic volume through the 
village is caused by the WWT. I would like to see more off-road routes created for 
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pedestrians/cyclists/horse riders. 

A solution to the parking problem outside the school 

Improved road safety- decreased speed limits, road calming measures, improved footpaths from 
village to Canal and WWT. 

I am concerned about increased housing ad traffic 

Crossing A38 can feel risky at times and a crossing would be useful 

Further speed restrictions on the A38. 

Slower roads. Especially A38 

Do not want to see the rural nature of the village change. We would like the planners to think more 
before they pass planning applications. The houses built in the White Lion garden are appalling and 
do not fit in at all. 

Better road surfaces and traffic control near school 

Highways issues - speeding and parking at school times. 

A small local shop in the village would be a bonus. Speed limit reduced to 20mph in the village and 
adjacent lanes. Improved measures to reduce the risk of surface water flooding. 

Car park for the school, fitness equipment in sports field, bike track for kids  

A village shop would be nice 

It is necessary to get in a car to do many things, but that is part of life in a rural area; unfortunately 
the Village Shop did not prove to be viable.  
The Village is plagued with noise from the M5, quiet troublesome in some weather conditions M5 
needs a quieter tarmac when next resurfaced.  
Walking or cycling on the roads is unsafe except where there are pavements, when we moved to 
the village we used to walk down to the Patch in an evening, I would not do that now.  
There is a lot of traffic to the WWT, both delivery vehicles (going fast) and visitors, a committed 
environmental organisation should consider what it could do and be in the vanguard of change, for 
example a Park and Ride from the Railway Station would encourage the use of Public Transport 
and reduce pollution (it might require more/longer trains at morning and evening peaks). This could 
be a joint venture with Berkeley Castle and the VOBR with Coach travel between the 3 centres. 
Could also provide villagers with better access to the Railway Station.  

Traffic control 

Reduced speed of traffic in the lanes, improved driving courtesy 

Huge concerns that major developments would destroy the ambience and character of the 
essentially rural area. 

Lack of parking for those living on canal boats. It’s a joke they can’t use the parish car park. If cars 
had been parked in there on Christmas Eve then the travellers would not of been able to set up 
camp in there. Real worries again that when the pub reopens and the boaters are asked to park on 
the road again then they will potentially block emergency vehicles from getting to homes, especially 
when the bridge is up.  
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Maintenance of the footpath network. 

Better post office and village store to bring a heart to the village  

Flood plains being built on (large barns and stables); large extensions not suitable for existing house 

More local shops, i.e. general stores 

No community 

Crossing on A38 
Play area in Cambridge  
Community shop  
Tolerance and kindness towards ‘outsiders’  

Noise from Motorway, increase in volume of traffic in the vicinity. 

WWT naturally creates more traffic, we just need to be more overt about managing the speeds 
through the village and maintain and add to to controls and signage. Because it is a relatively 
straight road or sweeping bends through Slimbridge and often used by non locals speeds can be 
excessive. The parking to support the village school , which is a great resource could be much 
improved , to avoid so many people having to park on the road and hence reduce the safety and 
traffic problems at what is the main entrance to the village. Council should try again to acquire or 
rent some nearby land to facilitate parking. Housing development is inevitable so I would like to see 
it encouragement where it happens to give and build out the village heart , to give it depth and 
ultimately promote more facilities. ie less just keeping building along the main arteries and 
capillaries and more building out around the centre and where housing already exists. Attempt to 
keep the villages distinct and discreet and not merge into a trail of houses joining all together. 

would like more protection and consideration for wildlife 

Speeding along A38 (camera not working?). Too many potholes.  

I'd like double yellow lines on the main road, and it would be nice to have a corner shop / fully-
stocked Post Office. 

Traffic parking at school times  

Walking paths. Signs for speed limits. No new housing estates that take away greenfield. 

Legion Carpark - lay out completely wrong. especially as school children now able to enter and exit 
school through the park, a child is going to get knocked over with the pavement through the middle. 
Spaces not big enough for cars. 

The community needs to grow to survive. The A38 continues to be too fast through the community 

Lower speed limit through village. 
More restricted on-road car parking on main road through village, particularly near the school. 
More accessible public footpath stiles for dog walkers and the elderly. 

Speed of traffic. Proposed housing developments. 

proposed overlarge housing development; over development of WWT; speeding traffic throughout 
village; parking at school 
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I would have concerns if large scale development was to ruin the landscape and threaten the natural 
environment as the local infrastructure is insufficient to support it with little local employment in the 
area. Pedestrian pathways could be improved and the path network extended to reduce the need to 
walk on highways. 

No I don't think so. 

Dursley Road/Wisloe Road to be made 30mph 

In my opinion, I think there should be more bins, more attention to woodland management and more 
focus on maintaining the footpaths. These are somethings as a local I would love to be involved 
with. Having recently finished a degree in geography and economics I believe I could help improve 
this concern in the area.  

Better parking for school 

I'm concerned that if Slimbridge and the surrounding area become too over developed with new 
housing it will lose it's old small village charm. Not everyone wants to live in built up areas and i 
wouldn't want Dursley, Cam, Cambridge and Slimbridge to become one huge linked housing estate 
with insufficient infrastructure. However i think some new development in the correct area using 
materials and designs in keeping for the area would be positive for hard working families who want 
to stay in the village. We've rented for many years here but are still unable to buy and will possibly 
have to move out of the village to get on the property ladder which is very upsetting for us and not a 
step we want to take.  

Concern at the number of houses planned for wisloe and the lack of infrastructure when these are 
built. 

Yes remove the farm and we are a town, join us with the other areas/Gossington and Slimbridge we 
are no longer our small community but another housing estate. 

The parking at school drop off and collection times really needs to be dealt with. Hopefully double 
yellow lines and a footpath through the games field will solve this. It would also be useful to have a 
proper shop in the village within walking distance of most residents. This would also help people 
meeting up, and would help to strengthen community relationships. If it encompassed a coffee shop 
as well this would be ideal. 

Some of the residents of Shepherds Patch are 'anti-boater', which is a shame and rather 
unfortunate, given that it is a canalside community. I was very impressed that boat dwellers have 
been invited to complete this survey. 

No 

Traffic calming, trim track, better bus service 

Very concerned about the Wisloe dvelopment. SLimbridge will lose its quiet and calm environment. 

Good quality local farm shop including artisan breads, cheeses plus newspapers 

Reducing speed limit along A38 though Cambridge. 

Don’t want it to feel like too separate villages - would be better if people felt integrated in the 
community 

Concerned about Wisloe development ruining the nature of the area 
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Control of speed limits especially from the roundabout travelling south on the A38 

Revert street lighting to low level, or timed lighting in certain areas.  

safer crossings on A38; quality of kerbstones and roadways; air quality 

roads 

concern that the parish becomes overdeveloped; Wisloe being developed; losing our identity in 
Cambridge due to mass development; increased traffic on A38 and surrounding roads. village shop 
would be an improvement 

Less expensive developments. More for local young people! Better design of 'cheaper' housing 
giving children a chance to breathe 

speeding traffic on A38; footpaths on A38 and bridleways Gossington; BROADBAND WIFI speeds 

Improvements: traffic calming on St Johns Road; weight and size restrictions of vehicles especially 
on surrounding 'quiet lanes' - very damaging and at times dangerous. Footpath access e.g. better 
stiles and bridges or replace with kissing gates 

tractors travelling at speed 

i would not like to see any large developments; also the loss of green areas would be bad 

better safety for pedestrians; parking for school; keeping cottages and smaller bungalows from 
massive extensions which put them out of the price range for younger families and ruin the 
aesthetics of the village 

I hope that Stroud District Council doesn't destroy the identity of the villages of Cambridge and 
Slimbridge by over development making them part of an urban sprawl of Dursley 

more parking available for school away from St Johns Road 

bus service, village shop, newsagent 

i would like to see a dog waste bin by the hedge at Berkeley Court so dog walkers have somewhere 
to put dog waste 

very concerned about the proposed Wisloe redevelopment 

to make sure the footpaths are kept up together and no more ugly housing allowed 

could the speed camera be reviewed or removed and replaced with a speed warning signal box like 
Newport 

Control of speed limits especially from the roundabout travelling south on the A38 

Concerned re proposed development at Wisloe - noise, loss of countryside, overdevelopment of 
area (two fields already been developed on Dursley Road), pollution, increase in traffic.  
Improvements - hedgerows along Dursley room need to be kept in better condition, path by 
Keedwells field can be very challenging to walk due to weeds. Speed on Dursley Road needs 
reviewing, a real problem when vehicles short cutting when road works on A38. 

Roadside parking, in particular near the school 
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We need a local shop. I would like to see speed reduced on A38 from roundabout to past the 
George, to 30 and more safe crossing places even a footbridge. My children cross the road to get to 
and from the bus which is very scary  

improve pavements and roads, sort out access to WWT (disruptive during summer), refuse planning 
in Wislow. 

Traffic volume and speed through the village and local lanes is a particular concern. Many drivers go 
too fast, they are impatient and inconsiderate to pedestrians. WWT and canal traffic is a particular 
concern as there are no pavements or traffic calming, other than the natural bends, which are 
dangerous to pedestrians. Many of the footpaths across the fields are inaccessible for anyone with 
mobility issues. Many stiles are too high, or badly maintained and 'filled in' which makes it difficult to 
climb over and completely inaccessible for large dogs that cannot be lifted over! Replacing the stiles 
with wooden kissing gates would make them more accessible. The footpath network here is 
excellent, but it fails sadly if it is only available to a few people. Traffic outside the school at the start 
and end of the school day. Hopefully the proposed double yellow lines will make this better. Tractors 
in the rural lanes drive far too fast, are inconsiderate to pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. They bully 
drivers in to reversing to passing areas (of which there aren't many) by not stopping and slowly 
pushing forwards. I appreciate that tractors are vital in any farming environment, it is not the tractors 
that are the issue, but the way they are driven. 

Extensive housing development on west side of Cam, which will produce additional congestion on 
local roads and pressurise local infrastructure. Very concerned about proposals for further 
development in Cam and Wisloe. 
Traffic calming in the village would be helpful. 
Parking by the school is an ongoing problem - villagers have to avoid leaving the village or returning 
during school drop off and pick up times.  

Parking in the village is awful, more local amenities, more clubs and activities for young people 

Parking in the village is terrible, more local amunities woiuld be benficial and better clubs and 
activites for younger people. 

Lanes getting increasingly flooded 

small shopping area e.g. food store 

the amount of litter on the lanes surrounding the village. improvement of litter picking on the lanes, 
highways manage to send gangs out on the A38, why not lesser roads? 

increasing amount of traffic on our rural roads especially bigger caravans and motorhomes that use 
the tudor arms caravan park 

Creeping 'suburbinisation', increased traffic ;  

traffic is an issue, the village has become a victim of over tourism. The shepherds patch area has 
become a 'no go area' at weekends 

proper village shop 

the increasing size of agricultural vehicles going through lanes in the village. these lanes were not 
designed to cater for these huge vehicles. they damage hedging and roadsides, villagers are 
blamed and yet the lanes were not designed for this! 

too many housing developments 
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would be nice if postoffice had more to sell 

I am very concerned that the proposed development at Wisloe will destroy the community and local 
enviroment. 

Extremely concerned about the amount and continued in filling and new builds that have been 
added in recent years. 
 
Also concerning is the huge number of vehicles, both parked and travelling through at speed. 

I'm concerned that the new housing development will change the character of the parish and that 
the needs of the population for transport, schooling, etc have been underestimated. 

a more regular or updated transport system, maybe to Cam train station. I'm concerned about the 
bad air quality affected by the A38. 

Streetlighting 

Light pollution, speeding cars, measured housing development 

More investment in the park. This is becoming a real focal point for the young families. It would be 
great to see this momentum built on, and widened to include the whole community. Also, canal cycle 
paths to be resurfaced to be more usable.  

extremely concerned about encroaching development which will impact negatively upon the 
community and natural environment. The natural environment is delicate and diverse and therefore 
needs protection from development and the many forms of pollution including light pollutuin.  

Double yellow lines are needed outside the school, and in the area of the patch - from where the car 
park is all the way to the WWT (both sides). We feel this should be a major priority. Also, the road 
verges near to the patch and along to the WWT will need a lot of work due to the damage that 
parked cars have done. 
 
We are concerned of any future developments of housing in the area. 
 
We are concerned that the area around the canal bridge is at risk of becoming too commercialised. 
 
The speed of traffic in the area - particularly lorries and delivery vans travelling through the village 
and the lanes. 

Additional protection for important habitat for protected species. Reducing light pollution (in 
particular the recycling centre and the A38 lighting). Remove PS37 from the draft local plan based 
on evidence presented by the parish council.  

Abandoned' parked cars along the Cambridge end of Dursley Road (mostly Citreon) that are a 
constant annoyance and prevent any (rare) road cleaning. 

Wider road by the school! 

We are greatly concerned about the proposed Wisloe Green development which would alter 
completely the area where we live and, of course, the whole parish. 

Very limited new housing in the parish. We don't want to see the parish over developed. 

no I am more than happy with my surroundings and would not like anything changed  
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Protection of special habitat. Protection of scarce ridge and furrow permanent grassland. Protection 
of views towards church. Move existing modern steel framed agricultural building that obstructs 
views to church. 

Local facilities are a bit lacking. Ie no village shop and the post office is very rundown and 
unpleasant to be in. Trying to get in and out of the village at school pick up or drop off time is a 
nightmare with parents parking all along St John’s Road.  

Speeding through village. Parents parking by the school for too long when dropping children off and 
when leaving the area many of them do not understand or refuse to observe usual rights of way for 
traffic wanting to come out of the village. Once they have delivered children through school gates 
their cars are causing an obstruction which is very selfish 

Yes we have concerns about the new housing plans for Wisloe green. it will make the parish of 
Slimbridge into a huge housing estate. 

No more development - need to keep individual village identities intact  

no more development - better broadband 

Streetlighting 

Control the behaviour of racing cyclists 

Provision of double yellow lines from Legion to School, to ease congestion and pollution. 

Very concerned about the proposed Wisloe development and it's impact on Cambridge,Slimbridge 
and Gossington 

local shop more seating areas 

Concerned re proposal for large scale developments changing the landscape, impact on nature , 
traffic style of living and our privacy 

We are being overwhelmed by tourists especially on weekends. our verges and banks are being 
totally demolished by cars and vans 

Traffic at the school 

lower speed limits 

Mass House building impact on the identity of the parish 
speed restrictions 
better footpaths 

That all should be done to try to preserve the village and its community. I would like to see 
improvements to the control of traffic in the area - vehicles travel far too fast. 

Wisloe housing development will congest area. Better street lighting on main road. Improved speed 
limit signs on main road 

Better access, better roads, footpaths, skatepark, transport, buses etc for villagers and visitors. 

Clear the Old Dursley Road of all the Citroen cars that have been dumped there. When was the last 
time that a road sweeper cleared that area - disgusting 
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To build more smaller homes and flats for single people. 

Be nice to have a small shop that sells the essentials 

Better sewage and drainage needed. Lower speed limit in Ryalls Lane and Longaston Lane (20) 

Sewage system is totally inadequate and huge improvements needed before ANY new buildings are 
allowed. A shop (general store) is needed. A small playground is needed in Cambridge 

School drop offs and collections cause problems with traffic 
Large farm vehicles doing excessive speed through village. 

Concerned over proposed development plans. Need more amenities. 

 

Wider road by the school! 

Definitely 20mph speed limits to protect the safety of people and animals & to prevent noise 
pollution & to emphasise that our roads are for people not cars! 

I believe that small infilling would be better for the parish. The plans at Wisloe would change the 
dynamics of the country life we are trying to maintain. I feel strongly that WWT, the caravan park, 
pub and other businesses should not be allowed to expand further. Traffic is so busy now on the 
Slimbridge Road it makes normal daily life very difficult. 

Concerned about proposed Wisloe development. 

No 

Dursley Road speed limit dropped form 60 mph to 30 mph. 

Increased traffic on lanes. Significant increase especially on Ryalls Lane. due to number of people 
keeping horses there & number living on boats. 

Road safety measures would help to improve safety and the environment for walking, running and 
cycling. Concerned about the village losing its identity and rural charm with future housing plans 

Given that we are less than 10 miles as the crow flies from 2x nuclear power stations it beggars 
belief that we have as many power cuts as we do. 

No, I like it as it is 

Housing developments would destroy the natural habitats and would turn this pretty and peaceful 
village into another lost community. 

We are keen to see the implementation of parking restrictions to ensure that car traffic is kept to a 
minimum by using the new car park and that this is effectively policed. This will also protect 
pedestrians. This will also stop problems accessing our drive 

What were quiet lanes seeing a significant increase in traffic as increased numbers of houses. 
Walking down the lanes was a relaxed occupation. now you have to be vigilant due to increased 
number of vehicles. Speed limits down the lanes and Dursley Road. I appreciate the Quiet Lanes 
initiative but the fast cars are locals who know the speed limits. 

Tighter speed restrictions along Dursley Road and Bristol Road and Ryalls Lane. Good road 
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crossings along A38 through village. 

1. I am concerned at farm buildings and facilities are being used for non farm related activities e.g. 
burger vans being parked and cleaned, maintained. 
2. Vermin infestation from these activities has become a regular feature. 
3. Farm vehicles speeding through the lanes, drivers driving with mobile phones and pets in the 
tractor cabs, often going too fast! 

Flexibility regarding settlement boundaries to enable small private developments in Cambridge to 
encourage community. 

Concerned about proposed Wisloe development, that it may change the village as we know it and 
like it. 

Overdevelopment by large builders. 

Huge concerns that those who wish to increase their wealth, encroach on those who just wish to be 
satisfied with their little lot!! 

It would be good if the school parking would be finally solved 

We would not like to see the parish being developed on like Berkeley and Box Road. This parish 
has a positive vibe and well loved by all of it's residents. 

Desperately need a convenience store in Cambridge. 

Parking outside school. Speed limits around lanes. 

The proposed horrifying development at Wisloe. The junk accumulating on the canal bank. 
Traffic speed. Music noise at the Black Shed. Footpaths ploughed up and not reinstated. 

a better bus service for the local area 

A roundabout coming out from Dursley Road onto A38 

I am concerned about the growing of the village with little infrastructure to support it. I am concerned 
about the quantity of traffic. 

Lighting on pavements. Speed of traffic is too fast. 

Double yellow lines by school. Ordinary family housing not 5/6 bed houses £500k+. No houses 
available for children who have grown up in the village. 

Slower speeds on roads through and nearby 

no more development 

Double yellow lines needed up st Johns road to school 
car park for school 
Value for money from parish council stop chasing/challenging stupid planning decisions with 
taxpayers money. 

concerned pressure on building more development of houses if/when Wisloe Green Happens 

More parking at the top of ryalls lane 
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flooding and increase in rain due to climate change, illegal caravan site on ryalls lane. Lack of 
enterprise in village we would like more local businesses , poor mobile phone reception 

we are concerned that the proposed building of a vast housing estate will change everything that 
attracted us to the area in the first place. 

Happy with things as they are 

None 

overuse of sharpness canal by boaters. too many permanent moorers. too many temporary 
morrings. inadequate monitoring of temporary moorings. they should be for short term stays. 
pressure on Ryalls Lane and Slimbridge. who leases the moorings? there were 30 boats between 
bridges last week. there is no consultation. 

a shop 

less traffic, school time is horrendous and dangerous; the hedges are overgrow where there are 
blind spots, a dedicated school park like we paid for at the Patch and then double yellow lines. 
drainage improvements on Slimbridge legion car park as there is always flooding. speed bumps to 
slow traffic from Moorend Lane down to roundabout. more affordable houses for young / first time 
buyers not houses at £500,000 + 

the dursley road is being used as a rat run, enforced speed restrictions need to be put in place. new 
residents be made aware of rural lanes 

20mph limit on lanes; cut down visitor numbers to WWT to reduce traffic through Slimbrigde 

very concerned about Wisloe new housing plans. the increase in traffic on the A38. not only the 
Wisloe development but the increase in housing / traffic from Cam 

local shop 

we are concerned about the proposed new development in Wisloe changing us from individual 
villages to one big town. also the fact that Slimbridge is famed for the wetlands - birds come 
because of the whole area, not just the trust 

concerned about speeding traffic 

reduce the speed of traffic on the lanes 

more affordable housing; better cycle access / footpaths to the train station 

a new road from Whitminster to WWT; community shop 

would be nice to have a pub at the A38 end of the village. a shop sadly proved unsustainable. an 
accessible taxi service, maybe a shuttle bus to rail station and / or bus service to Dursley, Stroud 
even if only a minibus 

sorting out the parking around the roads fronting the school at the start and end of the academic 
day. the church could do with maintenance 

lighting on pavements into Slimbridge 
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Annex C 

Question 5. How would you like to see the parish of Slimbridge change over the next ten years so 
it will remain a community you are content to live in? 

small development 

Change controlled by residents 

A larger village hall 

No changes necesaary 

Very little, certainly not busier 

Very little, certainly not busier 

i don't want it to change - lovely as it is  

No excessive building developments. 

I'd love a village shop and for allotments to be reintroduced - there is a lack of housing that offers 
generous garden space and I am having to look at leaving the village when I don't really want to 
because there is a lack of housing / opportunities to have this outside space. 

remain mainly the same 

Less house building, less social housing  

tidier house frontages 

Limited change, no large developments 

Yellow no parking lines outside the school. Better maintained cycle path along the canal 

Nothing, except affordable housing for next village generation. 

We need more housing suitable to attract young families  

Keep housing development limited. Maintaining trees and hedges  

We need to attract young families 

Retain it’s character. 

Not much to change, just some effective traffic speed control 

no large developments  

Become more welcoming to innovation and development 

No change required. 

maintain the village feel 

Not too much more growth building wise but enough for local needs 

Keep doing what you are currently doing; restrict new housing to maintain village feel, maintain flood 
defences, keep maintaining footpaths and stiles, keep maintaining community facilities, keep printing 
parish newsletter, keep social media and website current. 

Growth into a viable community with its own shop and cafe near the village centre. 

Not too much change. Ensure the village hall remains available. 

No further building of houses. A shop would be useful. But the area does not need more houses. 

Any housing development should be small scale and not in any way alter the character of the village 
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A slow development to meet the need of the residents and to attract young families into the area. 

Limit development to small scale, say 20 houses per year. Not a Wisloe Green development. 

More housing, in particular low cost housing, giving my children the opportunity to be home owners 
in the area they grew up in 

More involvement from young people. 

Any new housing should be low impact in terms of numbers and location, so as to preserve the rural 
nature and community. I would like to see land use prioritised towards improving biodiversity. 

it needs to remain its current size  

Better cycling/walking network so that the getting around the parish is easier without being on busy 
roads 

To stay as it is now, and to restrict the destruction of open country side for new housing  

Provision of parking  

We are happy for it to remain as it is and not change at all. We have already exhausted all 
development options. 

If housing to be developed - affordable housing for Slimbridge parishoners 

Organic growth only. More inclusive community feeling. 

No development outside of the current footprints. Any development should enhance the rural nature 
of the village. NO highly concentrated housing development where too many houses are crammed 
into a small (or big) space. Careful consideration of any non-residential development.  

Car park for the school 

I would like no change 

The Village should be allowed to grow at a rate which allows new residents to be assimilated, rather 
than a “Big Bang” development.  
With more people likely to be working from home we need to think about how this will change the 
environment. For example if people are no longer travelling into Gloucester daily there will be a 
greater interest in shopping locally, with perhaps a greater diversity of shops rather than “more of the 
same”. Perhaps the Village Hall could become more of a hub, perhaps a local coffee shop where 
people could meet and socialise.  
With falling congregations we need to think about how to support and preserve our beautiful church, 
otherwise it will become rundown and neglected. Do we need as many Pews as we have? Could we 
use some of the space for something better, perhaps the village social hub/visitor centre - that would 
require investment.  

No/minimal development  

To maintain the current qualities, limited provision of new housing that preserves the current 
ambience 

No growth beyond minor and sensitively designed development and infill that sustains the present 
community facilities ( school, church, local housing needs) but without intruding on the countryside or 
negatively impacting on the character of the village and environment. 

No major changes. Small changes in keeping with how the village is looking now.  

Avoid major development which will change the location considerably. 

No Wisloe green turning us into a suburban sprawl. Reduced opening times of caravan park & WWT  

Just cherish what we have 

No change. 

Needs new energy 



 
172 

More community amenities consistent with a small village: shop, play area in Cambridge, positive 
action, aesthetics (flower beds etc) allotments  

No major increase in housing development. 

See above - create village centres and communities. support local amenities and businesses to 
provide work and wealth. 

would like more eco considerations, and more protection and consideration for wildlife 

I'd be content if there were no major changes, but a shop would be a welcome addition. 

Just traffic  

No new housing estates that take away greenfield. 

More local services 

A carefully planned growth in respect of housing and development generally. 

I would like to see very little change. 

Very little; minimal housing development in keeping with parish as it is now; keep communities 
separate from each other and separate from Cam and Dursley 

Encourage self-builds and small scale new housing or refurbishment of existing structures to provide 
housing for young people and the elderly with perhaps more employment and improved local 
medical and dentistry access. Retain the countryside access and unspoilt nature of the open fields 
and green corridors. 

Better maintained footpaths and better wifi (Which I know is happening). A local grocery shop would 
still be beneficial. 

No more new housing estates 

It is my view that as periphery towns like dursley expand, so will periphery hamlets/villages. I 
understand there is a lot of frustration at the Wisloe project, but it is my view that we are able to build 
a sustainable, thriving community which we can all benefit from. So in the next 10 years I’d like to 
see an improvement of our foot paths, an increase in the number of bins, and an increase in areas, 
like Wisloe, which we can benefit from. Please contact 07399547880 for more information. 

Small or individual housing developments  

Small sympathetic development to a high standard in keeping with rural village life to enable people 
to stay in the village and not be priced out with priority given to people who have strong connections 
to the village. Also the quiet lanes policy fully supported and established and working well as being 
able to walk around and enjoy the parish safely is the best thing about living here.  

More parking facilities especially overnight 

Addition of a few houses here and there 

We live in a beautiful village with a well defined boundary. It would be a shame to jeopardise this by 
allowing any significant new development.  

It would be good if there were more local services available, particularly public transport to 
Shepherds Patch. 

Remain as is 

I am quite happy. 

More community expenditure on supporting rural village life and self sufficiency 

No change needed for me. Certainly no need for huge housing estates to be built adjacent to the 
parish. 

Only to see small additions to housing  
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I don't think many changes are needed. If it works don't fix it! 

More facilities like a small shop 

As little change as possible 

No increase in housing we are in danger of losing our rural sratus 

Improved environmental aspects within the village, improved grass verges etc 

safer footpaths and road crossings; more children facilities and community groups 

better pavements for walking 

as stated in Q4 - by not allowing it to be over developed. We are quite content living here at the 
moment so don't want to see too much change. Village shop would be a good addition. 

same as before 

More amenities  

Nice village shop / post office 

not to have any big housing; also keep the older properties 

do not change it - this is why we live here! Just address safety issues. stop overcrowding and large 
extensions. build on brownfield sites. STOP digging the road up! 

only allow limited development that is commensurate to the needs of the community 

don't really want anything to change 

listen to your residents and address the fact that there is nothing for youngsters 

staying much the same - the playing fields improved for the children and much greater use of the 
village hall 

we would like to see additional single build properties to aid the housing situation but not big 
developments. and a village shop 

No increase in housing we are in danger of losing our rural sratus 

No large housing developments. 
Local shop. 

The newsletter needs to be regular eg monthly (no more) and if possible by email, to let all know 
what is going on in the Parish, Ensure we show support (somehow) to parish councillors.  

Shop, local classes eg mum & baby, Pilates, band rehearsals. Some small scale individual 
development, more self building, local facilities eg docs pharmacy 

Better parish shop, update village hall, stronger identity of all the villages in the parish. 

Improved road safety and improved footpath accessibility. With an aging population a village shop 
would could also be a big bonus and reduce unnecessary car journeys. Traffic calming/footpath on 
Kingston Lane could improve road and pedestrian safety. Replacing stiles with kissing gates and 
making the footpaths more accessible. 

A small amount of housing development to enable local people to stay here when they want to 
downsize and also to allow young couples without children to live here. A community shop would be 
helpful.  

More activities for young people and children. More businesses providing more opportunities for 
local people. More of a community feel. 

More local developments, greater/more community amunities, better opportunitites for civic 
participation and involvement 

Maintain green spaces as far as possible. More social housing.  
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minimal development around the village as the infrastructure will not support large increases in new 
homes 

More low cost 'green' housing, protection and enhancement of green spaces 

just preserve what we have, limited house building - less traffic 

no change 

priority one way traffic calming from A38 down to WWT. hopefully the post office will remain open 

village shop 

like to think we would welcome newcomers to our community 

I appreciate the more housing is required in the area but I would like to see it done in a considered 
and sustainable way, maintaning the character of the area. 

We would like that no further changes be made. If the Wisloe development goes ahead there will no 
longer be a parish of Slimbridge as we will become part of Cam and Dursley. 

Well thought through small scale development will help the village develop steadily 

more things which draw younger people and families together. A community garden or something 
that the community owns together. 

Nothing much to change 

Become an attractive place to live for people with young families whilst retaining all the positive parts 

Become a positive, thriving community with more investment in quality public spaces and amenities.  

I would like to see the Parish retain a community culture distinct from the local towns . It is a village 
and ought to remain as such.  

We don't feel it should really change - we certainly don't want it to get any busier / commercialised 

To remain as a rural community with distinct areas. Additional protection for important habitat for 
protected species. Reducing light pollution (in particular the recycling centre and the A38 lighting). 
Remove PS37 from the local plan and protect it for wildlife and sustainable farming.  

Only permit sympathetic development with proper consideration of infrastructure needs of the 
existing residents 

Wider road by the school 

I think the point is for it not to change to any great extent to maintain the rural community that it is. 

Very much like to see it remain unchanged so how it is. Quieter country roads would help. 

would love a coffee shop with a bakery 

Evolution not revolution. I value the organic way Community has developed and hope to maintain 
that form of development. Maintain rural environment. Rigid maintain individual components of 
Slimbridge Parish. Prevent coalescence. Promote continual evolution including acceptance and 
promotion of home working utilising new fibre broadband where appropriate. 

Sort out the parking problem at the school. Continue to improvements at the playground to make it a 
real community space. Improve the post office and get a shop. Have more village events.  

Not build a new housing estate! 
Preserve existing trees and hedgerows. 
Plant new trees and create more areas for wildflowers and wildlife. 
Reduction in light pollution, especially around the junction of the Slimbridge roundabout and the 
Wisloe trading estate. The lights are so bright it is like daylight there! It is really noticeable in the 
amount of stars that can be seen now. This must also have a detrimental effect on wildlife. 
A community shop is needed.  
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Better broadband, keep the rural feel 

no more development - better broadband 

Nothing much to change 

I would like it to stay the way it is 

Better Bus service and no large scale development as proposed by SDC 

local amenities more for teenagers to do 

Remain separate area with a sensitive approach to any changes or new builds in keeping with 
current styles and spaces 

Its not going to happen if the Wisloe housing project goes ahead and is not constrained. 

Increase usage of the church building 
Provide allotments 
Plant more woodland 
Restore access to the green lane from Cambridge Arms Bridge 

Quieter Lanes (slower traffic) 
less wwt traffic 
less boats moored where there is inadequate parking 
More village occasions such as fetes and beer festival etc live music 

No large housing developments to enable the parish to keep its identity 

I appreciate that this mar seem to opposition to 'modernising', but the draw of living in the Parish is 
that it is not a town or city. Thus I would like to see very little change that would diminish the village 
feel. A good village shop might be helpful. 

 

Better roads, speed restrictions at the school (20). To be fair we like it as it is and don't want much to 
change. 

I am not against progress but 1500 new homes would be about 3000 extra cars in the area. The 
roads would not take the extra traffic. What happens if there is an accident on the M5, use the A38? 

Bring families to live hear with places they can afford. 

Don't plan to be hear in 10 years. 

Don' want it to change 

Stop building developments of houses. Only allow infill / extensions. 

Any further development should be done in keeping with beautiful countryside and not over 
developed. Local villages should remain separate and not merge into an urban sprawl. 

Better amenities. Improvements to local roads (potholes0. 

Wider road by the school 

Don't want the character to change, so definitely anti Wisloe development. I'd like more public litter 
bins & promotion of ant-litter behaviour to keep our village clean and tidy. 

To hold on to the facilities it has at present. 

Refuse 1500 new houses, the area will not cope with 100s of children, 1000s of cars in Dursley 
Road. 

Quiet lanes would be good. Village shop would be nice. Traffic calming on A38 (tree planting etc). 
Safe cycling for access to Primary School. 

Very little changes would be ideal 
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Lobby for street lighting improvements in Slimbridge 

No changes would be great, but I fear that wont be the case 

Leave it as it is. Don't take the desire out of the desirable. 

We are looking forward to attending community events. ASlso maybe a village shop. It is also 
imperative to block further large developments. 

Some kind of community shops would be appreciated. Cambridge stores is up for sale!! 

Like it pretty much as it is. Do not want expanded with Wisloe Green. 

1. Creation of a parish plan is a good idea. 
2. Better "development" policing to enforce non legal or inappropriate development. 
3. Better enforcement of speed limits. 
4. More regular and visible police patrols. 

Small development permitted only, especially if this enables Cambridge not to be simple a line of 
houses along the main road. More dedicated cycle lanes & paths. 

We do not wish to see it change too much because we are content just the way it is. 

Don't change much. 

Why oh why is there always this need to change things? If we were not content to live here, then we 
would move. Change for changes sake does not make sense. Encourage those who do live here to 
participate. 

More housing for locals and their families- not outsiders. Sort the upkeep of roads and lanes and 
less cyclist routes. 

If we were not content how it is now I feel that if over 10 years it would change drastically we would 
have moved on when our children left 

No change! Stay as a village. 

No mass expansion in housing development. Happy for parish to remain as it is currently. 

No more building. 

No more houses no more developments 

More shops, post office and bank. Letter box put back on Dursley Road old people find it hard to get 
across the A38 to post letters. 

I think it is a lovely place currently 

Traffic management around the school. Slowing the traffic through the lanes. 

Controlled building 

Consideration for existing residents when choosing building plots for new developments. ie. sewage 
for new developments need review as existing is at capacity 

no more development 

Needs proper village shop and community centre hence wisloe development would be good 

Limited new builds proportionate to current population 

Any development needs to be "in keeping" with the current size. So development should be 
encouraged but mindfull of not over development 

increasing opportunity for young people to stay in their community they grew up in rather than being 
forced to leave. Better public transport. Village shop 

In a fast changing world we would like to see the oasis of calm that is this area stay the same. 

If there is to be any developments small pocket please. 
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Keep further development to a minimum 

we would like it to retain its rural environment. welcome small scale development e.g. 30 - 50 
houses, not be flanked by Wisloe Green. we would like better internet, to retain current services, to 
improve village hall and create disable parking / drop off bay outside. we would like an office / social 
space created in an atrium wrapping around the village hall 

a shop and 20mph speed limit through St Johns Road 

same answers to the question before 

no more developing, there are many places near by which have never been utilised properly and 
should be considered before we lose anymore countryside 

no major house building, only infill or conversion of farm buildings 

stay the same. Slimbridge parish does not need extra housing that takes away countryside which we 
enjoy 

no more housing 

would like to see residents take pride in where they live, respect where they live and inspire their 
children to do the same. do not want to see Slimbridge swallowed up by huge development 

retain and upkeep important buildings such as village hall. no additional dwellings 

i wouldn't like to see any change. keep it as a village, but add a bus service 

to have some new developments, not so much all at once - a bit here and a bit there 

better fishing on the River Cam, limited species. Centralised village shop 

no more housing 

Not at all! 

no more building expansion. green fields deserve to remain for arable and grazing use only. we don't 
need any more cars / vans on the roads 

stay the same, don't touch it 

How would you like to see the Parish of Slimbridge change over the next ten years so that it will 
remain a community that you are content to live in?  

small development 

Change controlled by residents 

A larger village hall 

No changes necesaary 

Very little, certainly not busier 

Very little, certainly not busier 

i don't want it to change - lovely as it is  

No excessive building developments. 

I'd love a village shop and for allotments to be reintroduced - there is a lack of housing that offers 
generous garden space and I am having to look at leaving the village when I don't really want to 
because there is a lack of housing / opportunities to have this outside space. 

remain mainly the same 

Less house building, less social housing  

tidier house frontages 

Limited change, no large developments 
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Yellow no parking lines outside the school. Better maintained cycle path along the canal 

Nothing, except affordable housing for next village generation. 

We need more housing suitable to attract young families  

Keep housing development limited. Maintaining trees and hedges  

We need to attract young families 

Retain it’s character. 

Not much to change, just some effective traffic speed control 

no large developments  

Become more welcoming to innovation and development 

No change required. 

maintain the village feel 

Not too much more growth building wise but enough for local needs 

Keep doing what you are currently doing; restrict new housing to maintain village feel, maintain flood 
defences, keep maintaining footpaths and stiles, keep maintaining community facilities, keep printing 
parish newsletter, keep social media and website current. 

Growth into a viable community with its own shop and cafe near the village centre. 

Not too much change. Ensure the village hall remains available. 

No further building of houses. A shop would be useful. But the area does not need more houses. 

Any housing development should be small scale and not in any way alter the character of the village 

A slow development to meet the need of the residents and to attract young families into the area. 

Limit development to small scale, say 20 houses per year. Not a Wisloe Green development. 

More housing, in particular low cost housing, giving my children the opportunity to be home owners 
in the area they grew up in 

More involvement from young people. 

Any new housing should be low impact in terms of numbers and location, so as to preserve the rural 
nature and community. I would like to see land use prioritised towards improving biodiversity. 

it needs to remain its current size  

Better cycling/walking network so that the getting around the parish is easier without being on busy 
roads 

To stay as it is now, and to restrict the destruction of open country side for new housing  

Provision of parking  

We are happy for it to remain as it is and not change at all. We have already exhausted all 
development options. 

If housing to be developed - affordable housing for Slimbridge parishoners 

Organic growth only. More inclusive community feeling. 

No development outside of the current footprints. Any development should enhance the rural nature 
of the village. NO highly concentrated housing development where too many houses are crammed 
into a small (or big) space. Careful consideration of any non-residential development.  

Car park for the school 

I would like no change 
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The Village should be allowed to grow at a rate which allows new residents to be assimilated, rather 
than a “Big Bang” development.  
With more people likely to be working from home we need to think about how this will change the 
environment. For example if people are no longer travelling into Gloucester daily there will be a 
greater interest in shopping locally, with perhaps a greater diversity of shops rather than “more of the 
same”. Perhaps the Village Hall could become more of a hub, perhaps a local coffee shop where 
people could meet and socialise.  
With falling congregations we need to think about how to support and preserve our beautiful church, 
otherwise it will become rundown and neglected. Do we need as many Pews as we have? Could we 
use some of the space for something better, perhaps the village social hub/visitor centre - that would 
require investment.  

No/minimal development  

To maintain the current qualities, limited provision of new housing that preserves the current 
ambience 

No growth beyond minor and sensitively designed development and infill that sustains the present 
community facilities ( school, church, local housing needs) but without intruding on the countryside or 
negatively impacting on the character of the village and environment. 

No major changes. Small changes in keeping with how the village is looking now.  

Avoid major development which will change the location considerably. 

No Wisloe green turning us into a suburban sprawl. Reduced opening times of caravan park & WWT  

Just cherish what we have 

No change. 

Needs new energy 

More community amenities consistent with a small village: shop, play area in Cambridge, positive 
action, aesthetics (flower beds etc) allotments  

No major increase in housing development. 

See above - create village centres and communities. support local amenities and businesses to 
provide work and wealth. 

would like more eco considerations, and more protection and consideration for wildlife 

I'd be content if there were no major changes, but a shop would be a welcome addition. 

Just traffic  

No new housing estates that take away greenfield. 

More local services 

A carefully planned growth in respect of housing and development generally. 

I would like to see very little change. 

Very little; minimal housing development in keeping with parish as it is now; keep communities 
separate from each other and separate from Cam and Dursley 

Encourage self-builds and small scale new housing or refurbishment of existing structures to provide 
housing for young people and the elderly with perhaps more employment and improved local 
medical and dentistry access. Retain the countryside access and unspoilt nature of the open fields 
and green corridors. 

Better maintained footpaths and better wifi (Which I know is happening). A local grocery shop would 
still be beneficial. 

No more new housing estates 
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It is my view that as periphery towns like dursley expand, so will periphery hamlets/villages. I 
understand there is a lot of frustration at the Wisloe project, but it is my view that we are able to build 
a sustainable, thriving community which we can all benefit from. So in the next 10 years I’d like to 
see an improvement of our foot paths, an increase in the number of bins, and an increase in areas, 
like Wisloe, which we can benefit from. Please contact 07399547880 for more information. 

Small or individual housing developments  

Small sympathetic development to a high standard in keeping with rural village life to enable people 
to stay in the village and not be priced out with priority given to people who have strong connections 
to the village. Also the quiet lanes policy fully supported and established and working well as being 
able to walk around and enjoy the parish safely is the best thing about living here.  

More parking facilities especially overnight 

Addition of a few houses here and there 

We live in a beautiful village with a well defined boundary. It would be a shame to jeopardise this by 
allowing any significant new development.  

It would be good if there were more local services available, particularly public transport to 
Shepherds Patch. 

Remain as is 

I am quite happy. 

More community expenditure on supporting rural village life and self sufficiency 

No change needed for me. Certainly no need for huge housing estates to be built adjacent to the 
parish. 

Only to see small additions to housing  

I don't think many changes are needed. If it works don't fix it! 

More facilities like a small shop 

As little change as possible 

No increase in housing we are in danger of losing our rural sratus 

Improved environmental aspects within the village, improved grass verges etc 

safer footpaths and road crossings; more children facilities and community groups 

better pavements for walking 

as stated in Q4 - by not allowing it to be over developed. We are quite content living here at the 
moment so don't want to see too much change. Village shop would be a good addition. 

same as before 

More amenities  

Nice village shop / post office 

not to have any big housing; also keep the older properties 

do not change it - this is why we live here! Just address safety issues. stop overcrowding and large 
extensions. build on brownfield sites. STOP digging the road up! 

only allow limited development that is commensurate to the needs of the community 

don't really want anything to change 

listen to your residents and address the fact that there is nothing for youngsters 

staying much the same - the playing fields improved for the children and much greater use of the 
village hall 
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we would like to see additional single build properties to aid the housing situation but not big 
developments. and a village shop 

No increase in housing we are in danger of losing our rural sratus 

No large housing developments. 
Local shop. 

The newsletter needs to be regular eg monthly (no more) and if possible by email, to let all know 
what is going on in the Parish, Ensure we show support (somehow) to parish councillors.  

Shop, local classes eg mum & baby, Pilates, band rehearsals. Some small scale individual 
development, more self building, local facilities eg docs pharmacy 

Better parish shop, update village hall, stronger identity of all the villages in the parish. 

Improved road safety and improved footpath accessibility. With an aging population a village shop 
would could also be a big bonus and reduce unnecessary car journeys. Traffic calming/footpath on 
Kingston Lane could improve road and pedestrian safety. Replacing stiles with kissing gates and 
making the footpaths more accessible. 

A small amount of housing development to enable local people to stay here when they want to 
downsize and also to allow young couples without children to live here. A community shop would be 
helpful.  

More activities for young people and children. More businesses providing more opportunities for 
local people. More of a community feel. 

More local developments, greater/more community amunities, better opportunitites for civic 
participation and involvement 

Maintain green spaces as far as possible. More social housing.  

minimal development around the village as the infrastructure will not support large increases in new 
homes 

More low cost 'green' housing, protection and enhancement of green spaces 

just preserve what we have, limited house building - less traffic 

no change 

priority one way traffic calming from A38 down to WWT. hopefully the post office will remain open 

village shop 

like to think we would welcome newcomers to our community 

I appreciate the more housing is required in the area but I would like to see it done in a considered 
and sustainable way, maintaning the character of the area. 

We would like that no further changes be made. If the Wisloe development goes ahead there will no 
longer be a parish of Slimbridge as we will become part of Cam and Dursley. 

Well thought through small scale development will help the village develop steadily 

more things which draw younger people and families together. A community garden or something 
that the community owns together. 

Nothing much to change 

Become an attractive place to live for people with young families whilst retaining all the positive parts 

Become a positive, thriving community with more investment in quality public spaces and amenities.  

I would like to see the Parish retain a community culture distinct from the local towns . It is a village 
and ought to remain as such.  

We don't feel it should really change - we certainly don't want it to get any busier / commercialised 
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To remain as a rural community with distinct areas. Additional protection for important habitat for 
protected species. Reducing light pollution (in particular the recycling centre and the A38 lighting). 
Remove PS37 from the local plan and protect it for wildlife and sustainable farming.  

Only permit sympathetic development with proper consideration of infrastructure needs of the 
existing residents 

Wider road by the school 

I think the point is for it not to change to any great extent to maintain the rural community that it is. 

Very much like to see it remain unchanged so how it is. Quieter country roads would help. 

would love a coffee shop with a bakery 

Evolution not revolution. I value the organic way Community has developed and hope to maintain 
that form of development. Maintain rural environment. Rigid maintain individual components of 
Slimbridge Parish. Prevent coalescence. Promote continual evolution including acceptance and 
promotion of home working utilising new fibre broadband where appropriate. 

Sort out the parking problem at the school. Continue to improvements at the playground to make it a 
real community space. Improve the post office and get a shop. Have more village events.  

Not build a new housing estate! 
Preserve existing trees and hedgerows. 
Plant new trees and create more areas for wildflowers and wildlife. 
Reduction in light pollution, especially around the junction of the Slimbridge roundabout and the 
Wisloe trading estate. The lights are so bright it is like daylight there! It is really noticeable in the 
amount of stars that can be seen now. This must also have a detrimental effect on wildlife. 
A community shop is needed.  

Better broadband, keep the rural feel 

no more development - better broadband 

Nothing much to change 

I would like it to stay the way it is 

Better Bus service and no large scale development as proposed by SDC 

local amenities more for teenagers to do 

Remain separate area with a sensitive approach to any changes or new builds in keeping with 
current styles and spaces 

Its not going to happen if the Wisloe housing project goes ahead and is not constrained. 

Increase usage of the church building 
Provide allotments 
Plant more woodland 
Restore access to the green lane from Cambridge Arms Bridge 

Quieter Lanes (slower traffic) 
less wwt traffic 
less boats moored where there is inadequate parking 
More village occasions such as fetes and beer festival etc live music 

No large housing developments to enable the parish to keep its identity 

I appreciate that this mar seem to opposition to 'modernising', but the draw of living in the Parish is 
that it is not a town or city. Thus I would like to see very little change that would diminish the village 
feel. A good village shop might be helpful. 

Better roads, speed restrictions at the school (20). To be fair we like it as it is and don't want much to 
change. 
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I am not against progress but 1500 new homes would be about 3000 extra cars in the area. The 
roads would not take the extra traffic. What happens if there is an accident on the M5, use the A38? 

Bring families to live hear with places they can afford. 

Don't plan to be hear in 10 years. 

Don' want it to change 

Stop building developments of houses. Only allow infill / extensions. 

Any further development should be done in keeping with beautiful countryside and not over 
developed. Local villages should remain separate and not merge into an urban sprawl. 

Better amenities. Improvements to local roads (potholes0. 

Wider road by the school 

Don't want the character to change, so definitely anti Wisloe development. I'd like more public litter 
bins & promotion of ant-litter behaviour to keep our village clean and tidy. 

To hold on to the facilities it has at present. 

Refuse 1500 new houses, the area will not cope with 100s of children, 1000s of cars in Dursley 
Road. 

Quiet lanes would be good. Village shop would be nice. Traffic calming on A38 (tree planting etc). 
Safe cycling for access to Primary School. 

Very little changes would be ideal 

Lobby for street lighting improvements in Slimbridge 

No changes would be great, but I fear that wont be the case 

Leave it as it is. Don't take the desire out of the desirable. 

We are looking forward to attending community events. ASlso maybe a village shop. It is also 
imperative to block further large developments. 

Some kind of community shops would be appreciated. Cambridge stores is up for sale!! 

Like it pretty much as it is. Do not want expanded with Wisloe Green. 

1. Creation of a parish plan is a good idea. 
2. Better "development" policing to enforce non legal or inappropriate development. 
3. Better enforcement of speed limits. 
4. More regular and visible police patrols. 

Small development permitted only, especially if this enables Cambridge not to be simple a line of 
houses along the main road. More dedicated cycle lanes & paths. 

We do not wish to see it change too much because we are content just the way it is. 

Don't change much. 

Why oh why is there always this need to change things? If we were not content to live here, then we 
would move. Change for changes sake does not make sense. Encourage those who do live here to 
participate. 

More housing for locals and their families- not outsiders. Sort the upkeep of roads and lanes and 
less cyclist routes. 

If we were not content how it is now I feel that if over 10 years it would change drastically we would 
have moved on when our children left 

No change! Stay as a village. 

No mass expansion in housing development. Happy for parish to remain as it is currently. 
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No more building. 

No more houses no more developments 

More shops, post office and bank. Letter box put back on Dursley Road old people find it hard to get 
across the A38 to post letters. 

I think it is a lovely place currently 

Traffic management around the school. Slowing the traffic through the lanes. 

Controlled building 

Consideration for existing residents when choosing building plots for new developments. ie. sewage 
for new developments need review as existing is at capacity 

no more development 

Needs proper village shop and community centre hence wisloe development would be good 

Limited new builds proportionate to current population 

Any development needs to be "in keeping" with the current size. So development should be 
encouraged but mindfull of not over development 

increasing opportunity for young people to stay in their community they grew up in rather than being 
forced to leave. Better public transport. Village shop 

In a fast changing world we would like to see the oasis of calm that is this area stay the same. 

If there is to be any developments small pocket please. 

Keep further development to a minimum 

we would like it to retain its rural environment. welcome small scale development e.g. 30 - 50 
houses, not be flanked by Wisloe Green. we would like better internet, to retain current services, to 
improve village hall and create disable parking / drop off bay outside. we would like an office / social 
space created in an atrium wrapping around the village hall 

a shop and 20mph speed limit through St Johns Road 

same answers to the question before 

no more developing, there are many places near by which have never been utilised properly and 
should be considered before we lose anymore countryside 

no major house building, only infill or conversion of farm buildings 

stay the same. Slimbridge parish does not need extra housing that takes away countryside which we 
enjoy 

no more housing 

would like to see residents take pride in where they live, respect where they live and inspire their 
children to do the same. do not want to see Slimbridge swallowed up by huge development 

retain and upkeep important buildings such as village hall. no additional dwellings 

i wouldn't like to see any change. keep it as a village, but add a bus service 

to have some new developments, not so much all at once - a bit here and a bit there 

better fishing on the River Cam, limited species. Centralised village shop 

no more housing 

Not at all! 

no more building expansion. green fields deserve to remain for arable and grazing use only. we don't 
need any more cars / vans on the roads 
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stay the same, don’t touch it 
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Annex D 

Question 12. Shown within the Village Design Statement are buildings benefiting from statutory 

protection such as listed buildings. Are there to your knowledge any further buildings, places, 

views, or trees that need to be protected? 
 
No 

no 

none 

Not to my knowledge 

None known. 

Not that I am aware 

No. 

not known 

Open views to the river Severn and the Cotswold escarpment should be protected 

over the past 20yrs so much building work, including extensions to existing properties has been 
allowed, the village has lost its identity. views have been blocked. homes that for 100yrs have 
had a view of the church are now hemmed in. 

Not to our knowledge 

Don’t know 

Unknown 

dont know 

The view to Cam Peak (itself an AONB) should be protected and the Slimbridge Church spire 
should continue to be visible from all surrounding areas and not obscured by over development. 
We should retain and improve the green corridors and hedgerows we have and avoid pollution 
contaminating the many water courses in the area and be mindful of flooding risks should the 
flood plain be threatened by development. 

No opinion 

Ryalls lane verges and hedges 

None 

trees - the oaks standing in the Glebe field, the walnut tree in Lancelot court, the sycamore in 
Lightenbrook lane and the hedgerows. many are of historic nature 

not that i am aware of 

None to my knowledge 

Not that I'm aware of. 



 
187 

Trees would be welcome 

All of Wisloe 

all trees over 30' that are alive and arent causing great hinderance to highways or buildings 

preservation of existing green belt areas and farmland and hedgerows 

oak tree in field behind the rectory 

all trees need to be protected 

Nope 

Don't know 

Not that I know of but I think a proper survey should be done to determine this. 

Cambridge House, Bell House, Rosies Wood 

do not know 

none to my / our knowledge 

I am not aware of any 

not known 

Not that we are aware of. 

None and any protections should be for exceptional reasons and not to protect development or 
stifle change. 

all needs protection 

It does not seem a level playing field. Some people follow these protection laws toi the letter 
some do not. 

Not yet 

don't know of any 

Oak trees in field behind the old rectory. 

There is significant ridge and furrow in the field behind the church adjacent to the scheduled 
moated site. This ridge and furrow is worthy of protection and should be considered for schedul-
ing. 

ALl views need to be protected, as well as green fields so that we retain the ability to feed our-
selves. 

Not to our knowledge 

Not known 

Not sure 

Views across fields and hills either side of Longaston Lane 

The area around the canal and river Severn should be preserved 
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WWT recently destroyed around 60 mature oak trees at the Newgrounds, decimating natural 
habitat for many species. this type of destruction must be stopped in our parish, regardless of 
who wants to carry it out 

- 

There are some notable trees which should be surveyed to protect them. 

View to the Cotswold escarpment from Slimbridge village. 

Views towards church. This should include distant views. The church can be seen from many van-
tages distant from the village and provides a significant geographical landmark within the Berke-
ley Vale. The views of agricultural landscape that unfold when travelling north over Gossington 
Bridge provide a valued setting for the community and should be protected. 

I don't know 

All substantial trees should be protected unless diseased or dying 

Not to our knowledge - but fields either side of the River Cam should be left undeveloped. 

All trees hedges etc especially well established ones should all be protected (as long as they are 
safe) as they are part of the landscape and a haven for threatened wildlife 

Not Known 

Conifers within School grounds 

Not to my knowledge 

Wetland areas that are home to small populations of endangered flora and fauna, undiscovered 
historic artefacts 

Fields running alongside the main roads and motorways and trees providing a noise and pollution 
barrier 

The nature flood land and marshes which is drained through ditches should be allowed to return 
where possible 

None known 

natural areas, old orchards, wildlife habitat throughout the area 

Existing large green spaces. 

Wisloe Farm/Stables if this goes there will be no end to developments in the area as they keep 
the surrounding fields in use and alive. 

There are numerous roadside trees that whilst not being magnificent specimens contribute 
greatly to the aspect of the village. 

The views towards Slimbridge church and Cam Peak and Cam Longdown and surrounding hills 
should be protected. 

Listing is a failed system. preservation and conservation is vital but the listing process is flawed. 
Yet another scheme for the local authority to spend other peoples money ! I believe the current 
system has identifed adequate buildings of note. 
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the superb barn presently covered in ivy which is adjacent to the rectory and should be preserved 
and listed 

No building on New Grounds 

Leave it all alone - protect the whole village. Prevent destruction! 

None that I am aware 

The paddock adjacent to the cemetery situated behind the village hall car park 

View from Longaston Lane of Slimbridge and the church spire. 

Views of / towards the church not just nearby but further afield. Recent buildings have not 
blocked views. A landscape assessment should be included where any views could be affected. 
Ridge and furrow permanent grassland. Areas used by protected species. Integrity of water-
courses. Dark skies, light pollution should be considered for all planning applications. Archae-
ology as our historic assets Distinct characteristics of our hamlets and villages 

Not that I know of. 

Not aware of any 

no further development sites would ensure protection 
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Annex E 

Question 29. Can you let us know the footpaths you and your family regularly use, or describe 
where they are? 

all local foorpaths in the area and surrounding areas 

csl28,31,24,8,19,30 

Gravel path 
A38 Cambridge to Slimbridge on exisant in parts. Old Dursley Road very narrow where they exist or 
non at all 

Through Slimbridge village 

Through Slimbridge village 
The "styles" along the path from St John's Road to the A38 are inaccessible for anyone using a mobil-
ity scooter. These could be changed to open them up to people with mobility issues. 
38503566/CSL2/ FP; 38504822/CSL26/FP; 38503692/CSL7/FP; 38504022/CSL8/FP; 
38504516/CSL29/FP; 38503673/CSL9/FP; 38504223/CSL5/FP; 38505372/EFR1/FP 
Ryalls Lane to canal, canal to Splat Bridge and Frampton, footpath through woods to Frampton from 
Cambridge, canal towpath to Slimbridge, Cambridge to Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, footpath from 
Ballards Lane to Slimbridge 
SRN : 38504799 
Street : FRAMPTON ON SEVERN FOOTPATH 24 
Number : EFS24 
Type : FP 
USRN : 38503566 
Street : SLIMBRIDGE FOOTPATH 2 
Number : CSL2 
Type : FP 
USRN : 38504516 
Street : SLIMBRIDGE FOOTPATH 29 
Number : CSL29 
Type : FP 

all of the footpaths 

Grossington to Slimbridge  

No. 

Kingston Road bend to the Patch 

Slimbridge to cam 

Generally all over the area  

A38, Old Dursley Road  

CSL 2,4,7,8,25,27,29,30,31,36 

Most Slimbridge footpaths 
All of them in Slimbridge, across to Coaley and Frampton . The canal paths from Slimbridge to Purton 
and Frampton 

Back of church to Rosie’s wood and Gossington  

Canal. Fields accross from the Patch back to Longaston lane 
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We regularly use all local footpaths 

CSL 31, 20, 9, 8, 7, 26, 4, 2, 27, 29, 24, 30, 35, 34, 25, 21, 22, 23, 18, 19, 38, 39 and CC3, 4, 6 

Slimbridge footpaths - all of them, Frampton 24, Coaley 3,4,5,6,87, and lots of others. 

path from Ryalls lane,Cambridge to St Johns road, slimbridge 

Canal towpath 
From the bus stop at Cambridge to Shepherds Patch via part of Churchend. 
From Cambridge to Cam & Dursley station via Old Dursley Rd and the A4135. 
We also walk along other footpaths but don’t have concerns. 

Most of the footpaths around Cambridge and between Cambridge, Slimbridge and the canal 

We use footpaths CSL 18 and CSL 19 regularly and also bridleway CSL12. 

Gravel path between a38 and Slimbridge church 
Cambridge to Coaley(under Motorway) all other footpaths west of A38 and north of Slimbridge . to 
Patch from church field  

Cambridge to slimbridge A38, wisloe and Dursley Road, ryalls lane, St John's Road, a4315 
We haven’t lived in the area long enough to use the footpaths, we have only viewed them whilst 
driving 

All of them  

All footpaths in the parish. 

Slimbridge to Cambridge and Canal towpath 

Slimbridge to Cambridge and along St Johns Road and Churchend Road 

Towards the patch  

A38 Slimbridge to Gossington 

CSL 30, 29, 31, 19, 25, 24, 18 

Riverside walk by River Cam 

I walk along Ryalls Lane to the canal towpath, the fields near the Ryalls Lane Pumping Station 

Fields between Simbridge Church and Ryalls Lane 

Those around shepherds patch 

30,29,24,22,23,25,19,21,20,18,4,2,31,28,27,32,34,4,3,33 Coaley 6 

Glebe fields 

Gravel path 
Pathway from Dursley Road to A38 next to Barton Field - is sloped, muddy and gateway blocked with 
nettles. Very difficult to use with a pushchair. Should be a convenient footpath from Dursley road 
and Barton Field estate but isn’t. Also open the gate from the estate!  
 
Several footpaths are not accessible during the summer due to crops planted on footpaths or over-
grown paths. For instance Footpath from Dursley Road to Coaley under the M5.  
 
Accessible footpath from A38 to church is brilliant BUT has aggressive cattle in the summer. I have 
been charged several times!  
 
Footpath from A38 to back of Whitehouse Farm is overgrown and across badger sets  
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Footpath through Rosie’s Wood along the Cam and through to Frampton via woods - fantastic.  
 
Canal paths  

In general all. 

All around Slimbridge village and Cambridge 

Slimbridge Path 31 

St 
*from longaston lane across the field to the patch 
*from post office across fields to pump station 
* from post office across fields round golf course to ryalls lane 
* from pump station across fields to Frampton 
* though Roses wood 
*Using disabled path 
*From Cambridge bridge at canal across fields to private nature reserve out onto longaston lane 

FP28 FP31 FP30 FP35 

All footpaths in and around both Slimbridge and Cambridge 
I would like to use the paths around Gossington more but they are hard to follow where they cross 
fields. CSL49 appears to have been re-routed in the field to the left of the driveway up to Tumpy 
Green Equestrian Centre. However, it is too heavily trafficked by horses to be passable.  

CSL19, 25, 28, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 48 and CC02, CC03, CC04, CC06 
The footpath between the field in Ryalls Lane to the field behind Slimbridge Church and through to 
ballards lane and then on to Ryalls Lane. We also use the footpaths in Rosies wood and down to the 
woods past the pumping station. We also use the canal path and the path connecting from the top 
of Ryalls Lane by the canal down through the fields and orchard to Longaston Lane. 

Cambridge into dursley 

Fair few. Mainly behind the church and near Rosie’s wood. 
Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook Lane, St Johns Road to the Patch, A38 Slimbridge to Cambridge, A38 
Slimbridge to Gossington 

Main footpaths on a38 and road to cam plus ones around the church area and the one to Frampton 
Footpath from St John's road near the church to Moorend Lane and to Lightenbrook Lane, Footpath 
from Church to Ryals Lane and Longaston Lane. 

The route across fields from Shepherds Patch to Slimbridge and on to Cambridge. 

Don't have time to fully list, everything between Cambridge, Slimbridge and the severn 
The gravel path Slimbridge - Cambridge. Across Merretts farmland. Around the golf course to Cam-
bridge (this is almost unwalkable due to a thorn hedge out of control). 

Slimbridge to: Shepherd's Patch, FoS, Cambridge, Gossington, Cam (Draycott).  

Through Slimbridge mostly. 

Only use roads but in summer may use footpaths as long as no cattle in fields 
Along the A38 then St. John's Road from Cambridge to the Primary School. Along the A38 then the 
A4135 and Box Road towards Cam & Dursley station. St. Johns Road to the Church  
The wheelchair access footpath. Footpath round golf course, footpaths round the church and sur-
rounding fields 
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Slimbridge to Cambridge good. Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane styles difficult  

In general footpaths are reasonable 

Old Dursley Road; A38; Ryalls Road; Wisloe Road 

Parish church - Troytown 

 
Regularly use of the gravel path from Cambridge to Slimbridge. Footpath from A38 Cambridge up 
Ballards Lane down to Ryalls Lane and also to Slimbridge. Rosie's Wood footpath Ryalls Lane to A38 
via the George. 
A38 from Slimbridge roundabout bus stop, up to Gossington Tyndale Road. Used by school children 
walking home from bus. Fast traffic on A38. Paths too narrow, always broken glass etc. Gossington 
Tyndale Road, no paths and passing places in poor condition / ditches dangerous 

most of the local footpaths 

from Moorend Lane to the post office 
across the fields from Slimbridge, Longaston |Lane to Ryalls Lane 
from Longaston Lane to canal (near Black Shed) 

Cambridge to Slimbridge; Cambridge to Cam 
from the school to the post office there are cars, vans and lorries often parked, sometimes on the 
pavement 

i only walk my dog up Slimbridge Lane not lived in Slimbridge long, still finding places to walk 
footpaths / bridle paths around Gossington, Breadstone and Slimbridge village, behind vicarage, to-
wards start of Longaston Lane and canal (near the Patch) 

Ryalls lane; A38 Cambridge; old Dursley Road 
Ballards Lane footpaths; Ryalls Lane in Rosie's wood and around Old Dursley Road and the hard 
standing footpath midway along the A38 into Slimbridge 

Slimbridge to Cambridge good. Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane styles difficult  

Dursley Road, A38 

Slimbridge path 2, 29, 19, 27 

25,28, 30,31,35 

Slimbridge footpaths: 25, 19, 24, 21, 27, 2, 29, 30, 31, 8, 38, 36, 37, 3, 4, 30, 32, 6, 45 
I regularly use the footpath from Slimbridge to Cambridge and footpaths from the church to Cam-
bridge past the old golf course. 

We use most of the footpaths in and around Slimbridge, linking to the other hamlets and villages. 

No footpath on my country lane. Dangerous to walk. 

shepheds patch to longaston lane / lightenbrook lane  

Longaston Lane to Cambridge Arm Bridge on canal 
the post office to Ryalls lane. cricket field corner to shepherds patch. the gravel path. through the 
glebe fields off langaston lane to Cambridge arms bridge. frm river cam to frampton 
st johns road to cambridge; around the old golf course - from the church fields to Ryalls Lane - both 
ways need maintaining - get very overgrown. 
use footpath to frampton through wood and by side of cam. footpaths from longaston lane, across 
fields to tudor arms. footpath from longaston lane to ryalls lane behind houses. footpath across 
fields to church from ryalls lane and longaston lane 
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From Ryalls Lane along side the golf course into Slimbrdge, behind the church. 

We use all footpaths within the parish and have done so for many years. 

Slimbridge to A38  

I use footpaths all over the parish and leading out of the parish 
Through village to school, having to cross several times is hazardous with a young family (I don't be-
lieve the new bollards have reduced this hazard). Along Longaston Lane and Ryalls Lane as a pedes-
trian or with children on bikes it can also be hazardous.  

St Johns Road - Churchend. 
Bridlepaths & footpaths in Gossington. 
Footpaths A38 from Gossington over the level crossing, BOAT from Gossington bridge, footpaths 
behind church, footpath at the Narles, Ryalls lane. 

Dursley Road 

Lots around Slimbridge. 

from the George along the river cam 
Mainly in and around Gossington. A38 across level crossing towards Cam and Jubilee Playing Fields. 
Slimbridge to Gossington. Through churchyard and out to footpaths between Slimbridge and Cam-
bridge. 
Through the churchyard and across to Ryalls Lane. Behind Churchend farm to Cambridge. Down the 
side of the playing field to Gossington. Various paths around Moorend. Lightenbrook lane to oppo-
site the post office.  

Gossington to Slimbridge. Cambridge to Slimbridge. 

a38 cambridge to gossington 
Rosies Wood but means walking down Ryalls lane which can be hazardous. Footpath past Tilley's 
farm to A38 seems to have disappeared or become overgrown. 

Dursley Old Road A38 bius crossing for school bus 

Dursley Road 
All footpaths bounded by Ryalls Lane and road through village and A38 
Footpath from Rectory farm to Shepherds patch 
Canal side footpaths 
footpath from pumping station to frampton 
Gravel Path 
Ryalls Lane to St Johns Road 
Canal Path 
Rosies Wood 
Round Golf Course 
old Dursley road to a4135 
A38 to Old dursley road 
Ryalls Lane 
St Johns Road  

We tend to use the lanes. Some of the footpaths are difficult to use. 

From Lancelot to Church and beyond. From Lancelot Court to canal. 

Kingston Road to St John Road 
The are a between the ?Barton fields? homes in the new estate is a grassed area right of way which 
is disgusting in wet weather. 
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Down through the village 

Gravel path to Cambridge 

Don' use any 

all around the parish 
Slimbridge to Cambridge 
Churchend to canal 
Not used 

 

County footpaths between Tyning Crescent and Gossington 

Gravel path, Footpath from Longaston Lane The Patch. Ryalls Lane to Frampton 
Most footpath stiles between Gossington and Slimbridge need some repair and depending on time 
of year, clearing of brambles etc. 

Dursley Road. A38 to the George pub from Dursley Road 
School to Churchend, Slimbridge to Cam and beyond, Slimbridge to Cambridge A38 and beyond, 
Slimbridge to Gossington a38, Old Gloucester Road 

St Johns Road, A38 Slimbridge to Cambridge, A4135 to railway station. 

Dursley road, Wisloe, St Johns Road, Slimbridge - Cambridge A38 
Regularly walk the fields from Slimbridge to Cambridge around Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane, Lighten-
brook Lane, etc. Beautiful walks plus the canal just on our doorstep. 

Canal walks and fields adjacent to Shepherds Patch 

CSL 19,24,25, 28,,29,30, 34, 35 CC03, 04 
Footpath/bridlepath adjacent to Bees Barn/Gossington Hall is regularly cut up by farm tractors mak-
ing it impassable by foot 

 
We walk daily so use a huge number of public rights of way. I can identify them - contact me on lisa-
gunston@gmail.com 

Slimbridge roundabout to Slimbridge villasge 

All footpaths in the village. 

Pavement A38 from start in layby outside Keverith to Cambridge village 

Ryalls Lane a38 to the canal 

The footpath warden should already know this if they are doing their job 

Roses wood G2S towpath 
Cambridge to M5 along river. Fields at the back of cambridge to Slimbridge. Path to tumpy 
green/billow the gearge to Frampton Rosies wood 

Use most of the footpaths in the village. Some need to be tidied up but most are fine. 

the ashpath 

fields behind church and opposite church 
my children have to use the path from Slimbridge to Cam as they need a skate park, so as we don't 
have one have to travel on the busy unsafe path / road 

most public footpaths could do with clearer signage 
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a38 Cambridge to Slimbridge - ST Johns Road 

st johns road 

across fields from Slimbridge to Cambridge; canal towpath 

churchend - longaston 

don't use any 

all footpaths from Cambridge to Slimbridge roundabout, also Dursley Road 
church fields and jubilee path; from church fields to Ryalls lane, Rosie's Wood; the George footpath 
opposite the George towards weir 

length of path by Yew tree house, very narrow 

all of them except one running from Churchend at the end of Churchend cottages 
public footpaths around the fields behind the church and down to canal. footpath behind houses on 
Moorend Lane 

I walk to work from Slimbridge to Wisloe Business park 
Slimbridge to Cambridge A38, Slimbridge to Cam Dursley Road all, Slimbridge to canal, Gossington to 
Cambridge, Lightenbrook lane, St Johns Road, Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane, Cambridge to rail station 
Cam 

all in Slimbridge village to Gossington and Cambridge 
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Annex F 

Question 30. Are these footpaths in good condition?   

in general, yes but get very muddy in winter 

Yes 

Yew 

A38 OK. Dursley Road very bad condition 

yes 

In places yes although very muddy at the styles 

No 

Not at present 

Yes 

mostly in good conditions although the extra footfall though out lockdown has made them very muddy. 

No lots of glass overgrown vegetation and very narrow 

Some are. 

Yes 

Generally yes - just not level 

Most could do with improvement 

A bit muddy when wet. 

fair  

Variable- eg CSL8 and CSL36 stiles do not conform to BS5709 so often too high to negotiate safely. 
New metal farm gates with very tough spring-action fastening bolts - suitable for horny-handed sons 
of the soil, but almost impossible (sometimes impossible) for this elderly lady. 

No, not the ones across the farmer's fields 

Not all of them  

Not always, sometimes over grown hedgerows. Stiles are neglected in Gossington  

Ok 

Mainly. need to ensure they are kept clear in summer. 

It varies.  

Some good, some bad. Several particularly affected by flooding - especially Frampton 24 and Slim-
bridge 28 at the gate. Many very muddy. Several impassable due to crops (maize). 

No 

yes 

Both these need upgrading and possibly need to be of use for cyclists. 

variable 

CSL 19 is generally in good condition, CSL 18 is not in good condition in places, especially in wet 
weather. Bridleway CSL12 is in very poor condition, barely usable. 

yes 

yes 
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No 

Not known 

No 

In the winter many of them are so muddy they are impassable. In the summer OK except footpaths 
CSL26, CSL08, CSL34 because they are so overgrown. 

Slimbridge to Cambridge fair - canal towpath fair to good 

Not all, some need maintenance 

reasonable condition  

Ok 

No 

Fair 

Yes 

yes 

Some pinchpoints get very muddy in winter (central section of Church to Ryalls Lane path) Some 
stiles poor and kissing gates may prove better 

Average at best  

Most are 

No 

Mostly 

Reasonably good but often overgrown in summer  

Could be better maintained annually.  

Not well signposted and stiles often too high , not in good repair or overgrown 

Yes 

St. John’s road  

mostly 

generally yes but can be muddy 

Generally, yes. 

No 

Very Good to Fair 

No 

Fairly 

Not all 

Depends on the weater but generally yes 

no 

Not particularly especially the stiles which in one or two instances are a safety hazard. 

No. Frequently field edges are plowed too close to path, and hedges not maintained at ditch bridges. 

Mostly yes 

Some are Ok. Some stiles are very high and difficult to get over. 
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Variable. Signs need updating to encourage more use and trim back hedges  

Yes - adequate 

They vary 

No all.. 

More or less - in some places it’s too deep in mud 

Mostly 

Always means of improvement 

none are adequate or maintained 

no 

yes 

usually not if very wet 

no 

they vary. some footpaths across fields are not well designed and often ploughed up and sewn with 
crops e.g. from St Johns Road to Lightenbrook Lane 

yes they are but you have to keep crossing the road 

No, overgrown - sometimes electric fences block the way! 

not too bad 

 

adequate 

don't know 

yes 

on the whole i think they are, some areas need a little attention 

yes 

Mostly 

No 

Yes 

Yes mostly though 25 has disabled sign and tarmac is very overgrown  

Mostly 

The concrete path is not in good condition in the areas of the kissing gates. The ground is uneven and 
puddles form. In wet weather the other footpaths have been inaccessible due surface water and 
churned up ground. In the summer the footpath towards the golf course had very overgrown hedge-
rows. 

Some are very muddy and need work to maintain the surfaces. Some farmers are very good at indi-
cating where footpaths lead across their fields. Others, eg around Gossington, seem to think that if 
they hide the paths people won't try to use them. There are quite a lot of broken or missing signs and 
way markers on some of the routes. 

n/a 

no, some stiles are awful 

in places inpassable when wet 

in the main yes, but some do become muddy during the wet weather, and over grown during the 
summer months, but all to be expected if you live in the countryside!! 
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yes / no 

yes 

OK 

Not many in good condition. Need to be maintained with wildlife given priority. Dog poo from some 
local and many visitors is an increasing problem. 

Mostly 

Well maintained and sign posted  

Variable 

yes 

Yes 

The majority are 

Dead leaves and other matter collects in the gutter and spreads across the footpath 

Variable 

average 

Yes. 

No. 

First path not in good condition. Often overgrown with weeds and small pieces of broken glass often 
found. Second path is quite good includes a tarmac path crossing over fields . 

no 

Yes 

Not All 

No 

No very Muddy 

Gravel path not suitable for wheel chairs 
OK 
OK 
OK 
Golf course very poorly maintained by owners ir overgrown hedges and drainage 

Generally no, some better than others but fir people with mobility issues or partially sighted or for 
young families they are poorly maintained, At times of the year some are not usable 

Sometimes overgrown 

Recent cablework leave them like a patchwork quilt! 

No 

Not really 

Some of them 

Average not wheelchair accessible.  

Some are, some aren't 

no stile are difficult to use. Paths are muddy in winter and sometimes unusable 

Some are, some not. 

Yes 
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Yes 

Have a really bad corner from Ryalls Lane to the George. 

Poor condition or non existent 

No 

Most not 

Local residents have done a fantastic job at restoring the footpaths across the fields 

Since October average at best and some inaccessible due to heavy rainfall 

Mainly good, two exceptions 

No 

They vary depending on the time of year, in general they are passable but can be overgrown and wa-
terlogged / slippery at certain times of year when weather is very wet and drainage poor. 

Many are overgrown and of need of a great deal of attention 

No 

Poor in places 

Some of these are planted over by the farmers 

Not if you are in a wheelchair 

In places 

Too narrow overgrown with weeds. I try to walk as I am disabled - impossible. 

No footpaths 

Rose's wood could do with an improvement 

Not in winter (obviously) some are very overgrown and difficult to navigate 

in our immediate vicinity we use all the well established rights of way and footpaths where applicable 
they are well sign posted and we tend to stick to them. 

Generally Yes 

yes. the ashpath needs more maintenance 

yes 

not in places 

most are ok. this is the countryside! styles may require attention 

could do with maintenance 

decent 

yes in fairly good condition 

ok 

rutted, some are narrow - surface broken up in places 

relatively, muddy in winter 

yes 

in the main 

they are ok 

not all of them poor around Wisloe business park 
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no 

Get overgrown in summer 
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Annex G 

Question 31. If not please let us know which footpaths you would you like to see upgraded and 

improved. 

Very uneven at the entrance to the fields from St John's Road 

All mentioned above. Some have styles falling into disrepair, are made hard to access by either home 
owners or made unpleasant to use due to farmers 

All are suffering the impact of a locked down Britain with many people travelling 100s of miles to walk. 
I have met people from Wolverhampton and Bristol walking local walks in the parish . People travel-
ling in cars are also greatly damaging the grass verges. 

as part of a national cycle route , the canal towpath to frampton is not suitable for roadbikes with nar-
row tyres. 
 
the bridalways CLs 12.14.15 are completely impassable at this time of year because they are so 
churned up by horses. 

No. 

by the railway bridge to cam needs to be wider 

Slimbridge to Cambridge. Near each gate. 

The footpath at the A38 end of Old Dursley Road is always dirty due to the leaf litter which can't be 
cleaned up because of the old cars that are permanently parked there preventing access for the road 
sweeper 

CSL2 and CSL4 made more suitable for buggies and disabled to enable residents to walk comfortably 
to the canal without using the road. 

Slimbridge footpath 5 

Path to Coaley is neglected. The Canal paths have become very messy.  

Gossington stiles 

The one round the golf course is overgrown and needs more maintenance. 
The canal towpath is very worn and could do with some attention. 

CSL has been badly in need of hedge trimming for several years and would benefit from improved 
drainage. The bridge on CSL2 needs repairs. 

See above. 

As above 

The path from Cambridge to the village of Slimbridge village across the field, this needs to be wider 
and able for pushchairs and wheelchairs users. From Churchend to Shepherds Patch the footpath is 
the only viable alternative to a narrow and busy road and needs to have an all weather path laid along 
it. 
On the A4135 at the railway bridge the path narrows to 60cms and then disappears. This can force 
pedestrians and people with pushchairs onto the road in a 50mph speed limit area. In our view, this is 
highly dangerous. 

upgrade of paths connecting to Cam, paths around the old "golf course" at the back of Ryalls Court 
get very overgrown, only recently cut back. 
Improved access from Cambridge to Slimbridge to encourage cycling and scooting to the school 

I would like to see footpaths CSL2/27/28 upgraded and improved to provide all year round alternative 
to walking along the road. Also, upgrade to bridleway CSL to make it usable by cyclists. 

A38 mainly, St John's Road,  

Too narrow and over grown. The path between Dursley Road and Bristol Road is inches deep in rot-
ting sludge  

slimbridge to Cambridge 
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If CSL 7 and 26 joined and were improved could make an alternative to the section of Kingston Road 
which is too dangerous to walk along.  

The landowner near the Pumping Station has been a bit hostile (which I understand) but it would be 
good to develop an understanding with them 

Suggest Parish Council monitor and use discretion to maintain improve where necessary 

24,29,30 often get overgrown and very muddy 

Underneath the kissing gates the ground needs building up  

No tarmac thank you. 

River Cam under M5  
Barton Field  
Whitehouse Farm - A38 

Some Footpaths do become overgrown during the year 

all around Slimbridge and longaston lane area 

N/A 

CSL49 is the worst of all. CSL14/15, 38/9, 40/1, 52/3 are hard to find. 

CSL48 needs fencing restored above the drop into the woods below and CSL35 kept clear of natural 
obstructions. 

The footpath between the field in Ryalls Lane to the field behind Slimbridge Church is often too 
muddy to wade through. Also connecting from there to Ballards Lane is too muddy. The footpath 
through the woods by the pumping station that goes to Frampton is also too muddy and could do with 
some hardcore to make it accessible all year round. 

N/a 

All could have improvements ments, especially during winter and summer 

The A38, St Johns Road is difficult for wheelchair users due to new bollards and also people parking 
where the pavement slopes down just before the moorend lane junction on the opposite side of the 
road if you were travelling into the village. 

As above. This route needs improving as the road route from Patch to Slimbridge is not safe for pe-
destrians.  

Around the old golf course hedge cutting desperately needed. Some stiles in need of maintenance. 

Access from A38 to Cam south of Gossington.  

Parts of the path along the A38 towards St John's road from Cambridge are in poor condition. 

Round golf course 

Style access from Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane 

as many as possible to make walking with a young family safer 

most of them 

as stated 

the designated 'wheelchair access' path from St Johns Road to Cambridge is too narrow. access 
through the kissing gate from St Johns Road is broken and not suitable for wheelchair use 

see 29 

don't know 

Style access from Slimbridge to Ryalls Lane 

Footpath along the length of Dursley Road, not safe walking in the road! 

Resurface 25 
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I would like to use more footpaths as a I walk with a large dog, however many stiles have been 
blocked off with additional wood battens or stock fencing making them completely inaccessible for my 
large dog. Many stiles are very high and in poor condition. The majority of footpaths on the Moorend 
Lane side of Slimbridge fall in to these categories. The footpath over the ditch in Lightenbrook Lane is 
particularly dangerous as there is a significant drop with no handrail, and if you are lucky to have suc-
cessfully traversed it, then you have to turn around and go back over it as the next stile is inaccessible 
for my large dog. 

Those under heavy use, eg from Slimbridge to A38 (Cambridge) and Ryalls Lane. 

n/a 

shepherds patch to longaston lane 

See above 

the ones around the golf course 

See above answer. 

Particularly the paths along canal need resurfacing to allow for bikes/ wheelchairs/ buggies 

None I am aware of 

Many are in poor condition. The supposedly wheelchair accessible path from churchend to Cam-
bridge is not passible with a wheelchair due to the installation of gates and large uneven concrete 
pads. The path from lightenbrook lane to to opposite the post office is blocked at both ends and plant-
ing in the field it crosses does not respect the prow forcing walkers around the uneven field edges. 
Unmaintaned hedgerows around the edge of the old golf course make the path almost impassable in 
summer. Mane stiles in the village are in a poor state of repair.  

Gossington to Slimbridge (along the side of the A38) 

a38 cambridge to gossington 

Opposite Poplars Park, path both sides for walking traffic goes too fast 

Footpaths between lightenbrook and Slimbridge Church are poorly maintained 

Golf Course - Definitely 

all footpath please 

From Shepherds Patch is awful and deadly for kids. All of them - Kingston Road 

See Q29 

Slimbridge to Cambridge 
Churchend to canal 

The footpaths which lead across field need new signs to make it clear which direction to walk. Some 
stiles need replacing as they are old and rotten. 

As above 

Footpath running parallel with Longaston Lane that comes out in Glebe Field. Footpath that runs from 
Glebe Field to bottom of Ballards Lane is pretty much impassable most of the time. 

All of these 

A38 Slimbridge to Cambridge, A4135 to railway station. 

Slimbridge - Cambridge 

CSL 29 heading northwest with fence on right for much of the year is impassable. Hedge has been 
trimmed back recently but drainage must be improved to make usable. 
CSL 24 between two styles before entering Cullimore's field, very very muddy and wet 

As above 

As country footpaths we are content to use them as they are and just take care at certain times of 
year. 
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Slimbridge and Cambridge 

Footpath from Slimbridge roundabout to Cambridge 

Those in Shepherds Patch 

Footpath through Poplars Park overgrown and uneven 

As above 

Roses wood 

All :-) 

Mostly because they are well trodden around our immediate area. 

footpaths non existent for some 90% of the old dursley road 

complete path from Slimbridge to Cam 

A38 in Cambridge - a section in Dursley Road 

lighting from school to Tyning Crescent very dark 

slimbridge roundabout to Gossington, footpath to rail station as the rail bridge is dangerous 

stiles make it difficult to access some paths for elderly or with young children 
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Annex H 

Question 33. In addition there may be historic paths that you regularly use, that are not on the 

map, please let us know where these are too 

n/a 

I only use "marked" footpaths 

Nope 

No. 

The path between the M5 bridge and the end of Old Dursley Road. 

I try and stick to footpaths 

The path from Tudor Arms to Moorend Lane via cats castle 

It would be nice to have a footpath to the River severn 

None 

This is not a helpful site 

no comments 

No 

Non known 

There is a link between CC03 and CC02/CC06 that is not on the map but is regularly used. 

I don't use footpaths for cycling as they are not practical and not allowed in many cases. It would 
be good to be able to cycle to Cam in a safe way rather than having to go over the 4135. 

Would be good to get some of the lost paths back into action especially the one by the patch to 
penny lane and also the green lane one 

N/A 

I do not know of any 

Slimbridge to Cambridge across the fields, public footpath 

walk along the canal 

Sorry, no time to go into this level of detail. 

I am working on this project for BHS and will submit any historic routes found 

Green Lane from Cambridge Arms Bridge 

Not known 

The path opposite Gossington bridge and by Lanes End bungalow. Also path through caravan site 
across Old Dursley Road and onto river Cam 

For about 40 years I have walked from CSL34 across Keedwells Field to the weir (river Cam) cross 
the weir bridge then left around the edge of the field to the style on CC04 at A38. Last year this 
was fenced off. 
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not sure 

Bridle way to Tumpy green and around Gossington get very muddy in the winter 
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Annex I 

Question 40. Other business developments 

Let us not set our sights too low. How about a small tech hub or something providing more high 
paying work. An artisan market could capture some of the passing trade from WWT, possible use 
for surplus farm buildings? 

all developments should be encouraged, provided they are of appropriate scale and character 

anything that would provide work and is housed in building that match and scale in keeping with 
those around not just huge unsightly Sheds 

Technology based businesses 

Cafe 

Heritage and environment focused businesses. 

Anything that will keep this a desirable place to live 

In principal, however the jobs are most likely to encourage travel from other areas. Example- 
Cambridge Mills expansion not local people (parish people) working there. Causes increased traf-
fic and parking. 

flowers, fruit, veg, reinstate traditional artisan food growing/manufacturing - farm shop? 

Cafes, restaurants, pubs. 

Cafes, food markets 

 

 



 
210 

Annex J 

Question 44. Other uses for redundant farm buildings 

Holiday lets 

education 

Extra storage lock up type facilities 

knock them down 

leisure - alternative spaces for community and private groups to use for social events 

Could be offered to existing village farmers. 

Community area, local market for selling local products 

Any that would provide more local employment opportunities (to reduce travel to work traffic 
emissions. 

community centre, art gallery 

local shop 

A local place to buy locally grown produce 

New farm buildings are exempt from many planning laws; this encourages buildings to be made 
redundant for profit. 

Art studio, educational 

Most farm buildings have poor access making this difficult. I wouldn't want to see our local farm 
encouraging more large vehicles to go down our lane. 

Village shop 

Should be left for nature 

Restoration 

Artisan Market, small restaurants to provide facilities for WWT visitors and locals. 

Holiday lets/self-catering 

Anything that retains and does not totally jar with the village character. We have to be pragmatic 
and encourage wealth creation and means of earning for people 

Rural uses e.g. crafts, or even rewilding. 

Gym, sports, music centre 

Shops 

Leisure/health facilities 

Return it to farming 

Up to the choice of the owner 

Rented garage space. 

Practical Education facilities 
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Small individual businesses 

Commnuity facility 

Community space 

Community facilities 

Holiday lets; artisan industries 

small developments for OAP housing or flats 

residential private conversions of existing barns etc 

none - demolish 

family farms i.e. like city farms for local school children from Cam / Dursley etc or other educa-
tion facilities 

Meeting facilities like those at maisemore 

Health and mind businesses, craft workshops (rural crafts and others) 

Anything but equestrian! 

training facilities, educational use, youth services 

renovation into accommodation 

Small LOCAL businesses. 

a community farmshop 

hospitality 

Self-catering accommodation or B & B  

Farm shops or other retail/villages facilities. 

Farm shop 

No Opinion 

Recycle and return to farmland 

Craft hubs affordable premises to enable local crafts to be developed 

LOcal produce / farm shop would be good. 

Swimming pool, paly barn, indoor skatepark 

Renovate into more habitable housing 

Gyms, clubs, leisure and fitness 

Holiday lets? 

Community shop - local produce and crafts. 

This is difficult for Slimbridge because of the 'cul-de-sac' nature of St Johns Road. Traffic volumes 
in/out of Slimbridge are already HIGH because of WWT. Otherwise I have no objection to housing 
in limted respect. 

Regenerate farming and don't build on their fields 
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Farm schools/teaching. Allotments with animals- community based 

Farm shop - local produce 

Only where the existing infrastructure can support it. There is sufficient zoning in place across the 
district to accommodate for example storage or industrial units. It should not be possible for re-
dundant farm buildings to hijack this zoning policy! 

Sympathetic conversion to housing, in preference to new build. 

Youth groups. Cafes/shops for farm products. Extending men's sheds. Toddler groups. 

Walk in information centre - learning centre. New generation awareness centre to learn where 
meat comes from and the different types of farming - dairy, arable, etc. 

Entertainment hubs, music venues, exhibitions 

Local activity groups 

Youth club 

Farm Shops 

No 

retail, community space 

one good farm shop 

community spaces, affordable housing 

Housing - SINGLE DWELLING NOT NEW HOMES / FLATS crafty projects and restoration 

heavy industrial 

community based centres, learning facilities for country based skills and education / crafts; com-
munity events 
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Annex K 

Question 47. Other types of housing 

Don't see relevance 
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Annex L 

Question 77. Other uses for broadband 

Banking, Business Directory, Maps 

Volunteering 

Gaming 

Shopping, security 

online shopping 

Council work 

catch up on Iplayer 

searching for information 

Social media. Political engagement. Community engagement. 

Streaming. 

Shopping 

Buying and selling 

shopping 

parish council 

streaming films 

on line shopping - no choice 
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Annex M 

Question79. If you have a disability, or are a carer for a person with a disability, are there any 

comments  you would wish to make regarding anything in this questionnaire about any improve-

ments  that could be made to help you, or anything that you feel would be beneficial to your cir-

cumstances. 

N/A 

Improve the "styles" access for people with mobility issues 

Not Applicable 

No. 

None 

none 

None. 

N?A 

We have a child with Autism who loves living in this quieter area and really enjoys nature and art. 
It's with this in mind when i say, not everyone wants to live in busy built up areas, so large devel-
opment shouldn't just be thrust upon quieter areas. People choose to live in a quiet area for good 
reason. It's easier for people with additional needs to navigate quieter roads etc. 

n/a 

Pavements in lower end of village towards canal 

some pavements are very high from the road. also footpaths are very wet and muddy. also public 
transport does not come to the village which means if you do not have a car you are stuck which 
is bad 

No shops. Pavements not suitable - speed of cyclists make walking almost impossible if you find 
walking difficult 

Foot paths should be accessible to disabled people, currently this is very poor. Unkept footpaths, 
overgrown, too narrow and styles which are not safe to climb if disabled. 

if you are hard of hearing, cannot hear bikes. they are going quickly, no idea they are there. need 
very good bells. also in village hall car park the sensor light only comes on when under it almost - 
lighting isn't good enough 

Please see previous comment about the path between churchend and Cambridge. And as a more 
general comment the pavements around Slimbridge are often narrow and difficult to navigate in 
a wheelchair. Improving the canal towpath down at the patch would massively increase quality of 
life for wheelchair users. 

As a wheelchair user encounters with horse manure on pavement is bad news, not just a case of 
stepping round the problem or of changing one's wellington boots on reaching home. 

Registered disabled 1 local shop and chemist 2Gardening grants to have a nice garden to use 3 
transport link to train station 4 Pedestrian crossing of A38 
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Dursley road end resurfaced in line with the rest of the road i.e pot holes and effect on wheel-
chair usage 

Loos and kitchen in the church. Build up of silt / debris in the River Cam by the A38. Mobility ac-
cess to the footpath from the A38 to the church. 

community welfare box, public transport that is actually usable 

 



 
217 

Annex N 

Question 80. If you can think of anything we may have missed out, or have any comments 

you would like to make, or to expand on your answers above please write or list them 

here 

Pavilion - no point in spending rate payers money on photovoltaic panels if vandals will smash it up. 

St.Johns road under pressure from pub, cafe, canal and WWT users. 

Very big caravans cause congestion. 

There are no pavements beyond Longaston Lane. 

Selfish parking by the school causes a lot of problems but it is only for a short time each day- there is 
room for road widening? 

As a cyclist, there is too much mud on the roads but I accept that is the price I pay for rural living- 
but it does seem excessive at times. 

Need to reduce speed on Old Dursley Rd to max 30mph In built-up area also double yellow lines on 
entry from Bristol Road 

I would like access to the playing field for dog walking for responsible dog owners with maybe a 
wildlife footpath around the boundary with a suitably paced waste bin. 

  would be a very valuable addition to the parish if the council decide to proceed with the project like 
this I would be happy to assist in establishing them. 

Regarding flood defences ditch maintenance alongside lanes are mostly good for us the problem lies 
with ditch management on private land. 

And no through road sign would be good at the junction of Ryan’s lane with the longest lane so that 
people know there is no access to the WWT and nowhere else to go. 

Road flooding at Troytown outside the bungalow and at the Cambridge end of the longest lane is 
very problematic after prolonged rainfall. 

There is an issue with flyposting around the village if you have any connection with the Winslow 
action group please ask them to take down their flyers and asked people to respond by mid February 
it is well past its date yet they have not been removed and make the village look very untidy. 

We live in a rural area with a lot of people who ride horses bridleways or essential to keep riders and 
horses off the road the building of new homes is massively increasing the traffic. 

Given the climate emergency which has been recognised at national and local government levels 
including Gloucestershire city county council and Stroud district Council we feel it becomes an 
overriding factor in the development of the village and should feature highly in the NDP. We are 
saddened by the fact that questions regarding the use of electric cars and the development of an 
integrated local system to provide neighbourhood-based electric power charging for these vehicles, 
has been totally ignored. This ultimately may reflect poorly on those people in our community who 
are unable to recharge their cars from their own household.In our opinion this is, this is not a good 
neighbourly attitude nor does it allow us to take advantage of funding schemes which may help 
people. 
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I think we should engage with and help shape the upcoming Wisloe  Green development instead of 
being totally against it, we need developments to have homes for children. 

Our post office could be an amazing local resource. But he has no shop to speak off and the service is 
dreadful. 

I think we should have a more low-cost housing in small developments to better  support the 
community on low incomes. 

New houses should be built to last as well as being well insulated. I look at the new houses being 
built and think it would not be that many years before they start to deteriorate and the estate turns 
into slums. Small starter homes are fine, but what happens when the family grows? Moving home is 
expensive. 

I understand that more housing stock must be available but, but this should be in character with the 
area. I am not in favour of forcing minimum standards on housing (Gardens, Home office )because 
not everyone wants them and they may be priced out of the area. We need to offer facilities for the 
varied population, not concentrate on those following the urban to rural pathway. 

All questions should have an equal number of favourable and unfavourable options. All questions 
should have no opinion as an option. 

I’m often disappointed at how unwelcoming the village is to people who come from outside. There 
seems to be a desire to keep others out rather than embrace people who want to visit, move to, 
work or go to school in our village. There seems to be a negative approach to solving often( 
perceived) problems with parking, developers, WW tea in school traffic. This negativity leads to time 
being spent on negative solutions that don’t solve the problems but rather make different issues or 
alienate people. This has made it very difficult for positive change to happen. We live in a wonderful, 
world-famous village. We can and should share it! 

Slimbridge is a lovely place to live. I don’t want it to join or absorb Cam,Cambridge or Gossington but 
realistically it needs a heart and a bit of scale to provide the amenities a village needs and support 
work in or near the community where possible. We just need to do it well with sympathetic 
materials and with an eye on the future. 

Not nearly enough emphasis on looking after wildlife, nor maintaining the peaceful rural nature of 
the parish, especially concerning building new houses in this or alternate uses of the farm buildings. 

Broadband being moved to Giger clear next month also should improve. Building is likely to be in a 
flood area should be built with this in mind. 

New housing should be delivered by small local builders and not by major national companies or 
their affiliate. Consideration should be given to encourage self build builders. 

Appears to be a very comprehensive and pertinent survey. 

I fully support the quite late initiative to achieve a 20 mile speed limit in the parish of Slimbridge. 

The new car park at the patch should be made pay and display. This will pay for the lease of the land 
to provide income to the parish therefore helping to reduce our precepts. 

People should pay to use the car park at the patch with the funds going towards paying off any 
parish council loans, paying the annual lease of the land the car park is built on and reducing the 
precept. 

I fully support the quiet lanes initiative for a 20 mph speed limit throughout the parish, including St 
John’s Road and Dursley Road. The A4125 is in Watford! 
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Ryan’s Lane is very tricky in parts for pedestrians, cyclists and motor vehicles to share especially 
when dog walking. 

There should be no new developments whatsoever, run down and closed down buildings should 
have the money spent on them instead. Why waste good space and money when others just need 
tlc. 

Should we allow any major land owners to develop a large housing scheme and destroy our 
communities? 

I would support more trees being planted in the parish, especially along the roadside. 

Speed limits on Dursley Road is necessary. New line any new property must have space for on-site 
charging of electric vehicles. 

Slimbridge is a very attractive village with beautiful surrounding countryside and views. We are lucky 
to live here. It would be a travesty to damage the fuse we have with new developments which we 
are not convinced the parish needs. 

Q 53 main source of heating is gas and electricity ( wecan only tick one option).Not sure what 
question 51 to question 54 have to do with the future development needs? 

Heat source pumps are expensive and unreliable and wind. turbines are not a good idea in an area of 
migrating birds. 

I feel there have been many surveys and they don’t usually make a difference. For many years and 
many governments planners have allowed expensive executive type houses to fill every space in 
Slimbridge, neglecting local needs especially of young people. The damage has already been done. 

Q 70 answered no. Q 71 answered no. 

Needs alternative access to WWT as traffic users middle of the road-people from towns/cities not 
used to village lanes. This also applies to caravans which try and use Longaston  Lane and Lighton 
Lane which are unsuitable. 

Q6 cyclists need speed restrictions. 

Q32  too many abusive cyclist from outside area. Horseriders very polite. Apart from families 
question, groups of cyclists should not be allowed in groups of more than two or three at most. 

If the developers get their way and the so-called Garden Village Wisloe is built, Cambridge will flood 
when the next extreme weather incident occurs. 

Q7T space Yes provided that floodplains are not built on. 

Q 73 work was only carried out in Slimbridge. Cambridge still experiences problems 

We do not need new settlements, as there are plenty in cam!! 

You say in Q7 that you want to keep the hamlets and villages separate-this is good! So why name 
them all Slimbridge in the new gates? Which I have to say are totally unnecessary and not needed. 

The Village Hall is astronomically expensive to hire compared to other village halls in the area. More 
activities would take place if it was not so expensive. 

It is disgraceful that the school has to pay rent on the use of the sports field when it is obviously 
open to the general public. 

The village’s poor attitude towards the WWT is disgraceful and disappointing. 
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There is very little community spirit in the village and the above statements or some of the evidence 
towards this. 

Questions on what strengths and weaknesses are there in the parish, what does your community 
want for the future (option not choices), what socio-economic outlook do residents have for the 
parish in the future, if you could fix anything now what would that be (individual priorities) , more 
about views for new development specifically (i.e. styles and types of developments )your questions 
are not direct or specific enough. 

Q 26 rail bridge and issue on path from Slimbridge to come along the A4135. 

Any new developments will need a new sewage treatment plant as present arrangements are 
ancient and not fit for purpose. 

 A flood risk management-the maintenance of the draining of  ditches by the Internal Drainage Board 
is good however some landowners appear to have no idea of the significance and importance of 
keeping ditches clear. Also in places building has taken place on ditches blocking them and 
disrupting the system. Awareness of the responsibility of keeping ditches functioning should be 
raised. 

There is clearly a tension between encouraging business opportunities to promote local employment 
and development which then erodes the real character of the parish. The siting of nature of such 
development should be scrutinised carefully. This also applies to development using redundant 
agricultural buildings. 

Creeping suburbanisation-laurel hedges, litter bins on rural  lanes (I understand that there is not a 
simple answer to people leaving litter ) increasing “street furniture” its how to get a balance 
between what is needed /helpful/ should only be found in towns and suburbs, not a rural location. 

Existing green spaces such as verges/greens (e.g. in Cambridge at the top of Ryalls Lane) should be 
managed more sympathetically for wildlife -not sprayed/ constantly mown (provided road safety is 
not compromised).NoMoMay initiative for example. 

We cannot know whether the remedial work on the sewer system is adequate until it is pressure 
tested by “extreme weather” again. Problems experienced again this winter were somewhat 
concerning although further work then done by Severn Trent at this property at least may have 
helped for the future. 

New housing -with all the new houses now being built in Cam/Dursley the need for new homes in 
this parish is surely reducing. Any new homes here should be truly affordable (not executive 
type)but well built and with gardens. 

The National planning framework should be adhered to whilst putting together the development 
plan. The NPF promotes the sustainability of the planet, it is not about local shops!! 

With regard to pavement difficulties, vehicles parked on them cause huge difficulties. 

There was no real engagement surrounding road pollution or traffic speed. Both Cambridge and 
Slimbridge field quite a lot of traffic and I would welcome ideas about reducing both traffic speed, 
measures inviting drivers to be more aware about other road users and reducing harmful pollutants 
from traffic. 

We feel that dogs should be kept on a lead when walking along the canal path. Often we find the 
dogs are not under control and as there is no space along the footpath to move away from a dog 
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therefore it can pose serious safety risk and anxiety. The canal path should be enjoyed by all, not just 
dog walkers. 

Oppose the local plan proposal for WinslowP 37 

Adopt dark skies as light pollution significantly affects our internationally important wildlife. 

Protect our agricultural land including ridge and furrow and orchards. 

Protect land that is used by a protected species.  

Protect archaeological/ historical  assets. 

Protect views including distant views of the church. 

Address flooding issues. 

Protect the  river Cam from pollution. 

Why don’t widen the road by the school. 

We have some significant ancient history assets. These should be recorded, examined and 
protected. 

St Johns Church is particularly important as a place of worship, a notable place in history of the Bible, 
a striking local building and significant grade 1 listed landmark. Its value should be protected and 
enhanced. Any potential negative impact on this building or views towards the building should be 
prevented. 

The Cotswold A ONB and escarpment form an important backdrop to the setting of Slimbridge 
parish. Views into and out of the AONB towards Slimbridge should be preserved and protected. 

Slimbridge has a vibrant working agricultural community. Every effort should be made to support the 
farms in the village to remain viable.  

Concerns about future flooding after the heavy rains before Christmas 2020, the A38 was flooded 
outside our bungalow and for the first time in seven years about one third of our garden was 
flooded. The ditch along the side of the bungalow was overflowing and needed clearing but there 
was also a lot of flooding in the fields behind us, parts which remained waterlogged for several 
weeks. What will happen if the houses are built there? 

Q 17 and Q 19 will require payments to be made. Will the parish pay? 

Please make all efforts to stop the massive development land which will make Dursley/, Cam/, 
Cambridge and Slimbridge and Gossington a huge huge urban sprawl. 

We moved and one year later were informed of a large development similar to where we moved 
from proposed. This didn’t show up on any searches but proposed prior. Very sad to see the 
countryside destroyed with another Kingsway style development if this goes ahead.  

No question relating to improvement of local food production as the garden question mainly  talked 
about leisure. There is a large local gardening club also Stroud Permaculture group, one organic local 
farmer and we practise mob grazing (Perma culture agriculture) 

Reduce the speed limit along the a 38 to 30 miles an hour 

Bulldozing Slimbridge Legion to allow more parking for the school. 

It is not easy to cycle along St John’s Road with children. 
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From 2023 for newbuilds, the only efficient alternative would be for the hydrogen boiler and current 
plans are to develop hydrogen/methane mix. The heat pump boiler (either in ground or air source) is 
an extremely and uneconomical way of heating and can create severe problems during low ambient 
and winter months. Can the Parish Council organise an open meeting to discuss the proposed plans 
for sustainable energy? It would appear that there is some misconception regarding viable 
alternatives.  

As I did bring out at the first meeting with all these 1500 proposed homes how will the roads cope? 
When there has been an accident or blockage on the M5, where does the traffic go? The A38. Stupid 
don’t do it. 

Silting up of the River Cam by the George pub. 

Focus should be made accessible for mobility scooters, pushchairs, wheelchairs etc by modifying 
kissing gates. 

Pavement over the railway bridge on a 4135 totally inadequate and dangerous. 

Establish a nature survey. 

Speeding cyclists and quiet lanes with no means of forewarning, approaching from behind or a 
danger to pedestrians or dog walkers etc. 

Strongly oppose proposed Wisloe development as it will not offer any notable amenity additions 
;lose the village identity by joining up multiple parishes ;offer no new real benefit to local 
infrastructure. 

Widen  the road by the school. 

We really need to solve the litter and dog poo problem. Things have improved but it’s not enough. 
More bins and importantly education to make people realise that it is wrong to drop litter including 
out of car windows and wrong not to pick up your own dog’s mess. 

Mobile phone reception is very poor. 

Gateways great idea, wrong wording. 

We need a solution to parking at the school. I know you know this. Ideally a purchase or lease of the 
field next to the school which is fallow anyway. 

Simply just improve on what we have, don’t destroy! Without sounding disrespectful, and there are 
areas where development would not interfere or ruin the natural beauty we have here in 
Slimbridge. 

This has been an answer to the best of our knowledge due to Covid and only being here since 
October 2020. 

Totally against the development of his life.  

Very concerned of a significant increase of traffic along the lanes (as a pedestrian and cyclist) due to 
increased numbers of houses and home deliveries. 

PS very impressed with the detail on the village design statement. 

A38 tall lights overpowering 

Dangerous bridge on a 4135. 

Issues of transport to WWT. 
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River Cam not dredged for years. Foul sewer unable to cope with needs. Flooding because of poor 
foul sewage system. Most recent Christmas pal sewage flooding. Have only suffered since recent 
development extension. 

Please remember that our wildlife is extremely important.  

Please remember that Slimbridge is a parish that should be protected from future development. 
Slimbridge is unique and should be protected and appreciated.  

New traffic calming is insufficient and inadequate to ensure safe progression along the areas without 
pavements. 

How about some tennis courts on playing fields? 

No new build housing development in Winslow Cambridge or surrounding areas. 

More wildlife habitat is to be encouraged within the village environment and surrounding areas. 

Question 18 not really sure what light pollution is? 

Question 25 in both cases from the motorway. 

Slimbridge parish is either built on or near to a designated floodplain. Climate change being a big 
issue i.e. water levels rising, why do developers want to build in the area? 

Question 6 instead of an amphitheatre look at a skate park as there is nothing for older children. 

Question 57 boxes ticked include included one person under 65,couple both under 65 common, 
family with young people aged 18 or under and family with family members over 18 

Question 58 boxes ticked-need cheaper home and need/want better security of tenure. 

Question 67 boxes ticked-ticked all four options. 

 

Q6 were ticked adequate has also stated “no less” 

Q 18 everywhere. 

Q 26 old Dursley Road-don’t need paths/pavements. 

WWT causes huge traffic problems in the parish but do nothing for the community in return. Visiting 
numbers should be limited or cat and they should be contributing more to the parish. 

Question 23 these services do not exist in Slimbridge parish. 

Don’t agree to any future development of joining up the villages.  

Don’t agree to building on farmland this could be used to form crops to keep this country 
independent and self-sufficient. We maybe may need to look after ourselves one day, building on 
this land is shortsighted. 

Q10 don’t agree to any infill development.  

Q 14 no two new bills. 

Q 20 been trying for allotments since we moved here. 

Q 21 too late now.  

Q 42 don’t agree to any new housing developments Q68 don’t agree to any development.  

Q 10 not “exacerbate. any flooding issues”  not an issue here. 
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Q 17 good for diversity. Q 19 good for Apple Scrumping. Q 26 the a 38 Slimbridge roundabout to 
Gossington is very overgrown and muddy; 

 Slimbridge to Cam too narrow at railway bridge; 

 St John’s Road to Church end-bollards wrong place. 

I have lived here for around 50 years and always loved it and felt very lucky to live here.  

Q 53 ticked both electricity and gas. 
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Headline Findings and Emerging Themes 

 

In July 2020 Slimbridge Parish Council agreed to write a Neighbourhood Development Plan and 
asked a group of volunteers to undertake this work on their behalf. In order to gather information 
for the NDP a questionnaire was devised by that group of volunteers and approved by the Parish 
Council.  In March 2021 all residents in the Slimbridge Parish over 16 were asked to give their views 
on a wide range of topics contained within the questionnaire and many residents and businesses 
gave their views on line and on paper The response to the questionnaire has been far better than 
other parishes and we are proud to say that we received a return from 42% of all households. We 
obtained good coverage of the whole of the Parish, apart from Tumpy Green. 

A very large majority enjoy living in the parish because it is quiet, rural, and peaceful; love walking in 
the surrounding countryside and the friendly neighbourhood, with a strong community feeling. The 
character of the landscape is seen as a very important part of Slimbridge. Roads and traffic and the 
lack of a village shop / meeting point / coffee shop were seen to be a problem. Most people wished 
for no change but small housing developments or self build were the preferred option. 

Most open spaces were considered adequate with in most cases a large minority had no opinion. 

The contents of the Village Design Statement were very strongly supported with “strongly agreeing” 
and “agreeing” ranging from 78% to 98%. Light pollution was seen as a greater problem in 
Cambridge than Slimbridge. A significant minority people thought they would benefit from 
community orchards and allotments. 

Hospital, doctors, dentists and pharmacists were found to be highly convenient. Gyms, swimming 
pools and library services were used by fewer people but found convenient. 

The most used village facility was the Village Hall, followed by the Church. Some residents stated 
that better use could be made of the Church. 

Traffic noise and pollution was seen as serious problem with more residents affected in Cambridge 
than Slimbridge. 

Some pavements in the Parish were seen to be inadequate. 

Footpaths were thought important and all the ones in the Parish were in regular use with CSL31 
(Gravel Path) most used. One third of respondents thought they were in poor condition. Wheelchair 
users found the footpaths difficult to use. 

75% or respondents do not use public transport and of those that do, three times as many are not 
satisfied with the current services as are satisfied. The main reasons for the lack of satisfaction are 
infrequent services and not running at suitable times. Residents would like to make more use of 
public transport if it was improved and safe walking/cycling links to the railway station were created. 

New businesses should be encouraged with farm based and home based the most popular choice. A 
significant minority would take advantage of work based training opportunities. Expansion of the 
WWT was favoured by 59% in Cambridge and 34% in Slimbridge. Re-use of redundant farm based 
building was favoured by about half the respondents. Most types of reuse were about equally 
favoured except for storage which was not favoured. Concern was expressed regarding increased 
traffic on narrow lanes. 

Most houses were well insulated and draft free with gas being the main forming of heating and few 
respondents have considered alternatives. 
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Green issues and preservation of fauna and flora are seen as important. Although the Sports Pavilion 
is little used a majority are in favour of making it more energy efficient,. 

A significant minority agreed that there is a need for more homes in the Parish. A very large majority 
agreed with developments of 1-4 houses, about a third agreed with developments of up to 20 
houses and only 7%  agreed with developments of over 20 houses. There was overwhelming support 
for maintaining existing settlement cluster boundaries, reasonable sized gardens, highest 
environmental standards, and minimising effects of future flooding. 

Almost a quarter of the houses in the Parish are susceptible to flooding with Cambridge being far 
worse affected than Slimbridge.  Over a fifth of the houses in the Parish are susceptible to sewerage 
problems and again Cambridge is worse affected. A large majority of people affected by flooding and 
sewerage problems are not satisfied that work done to date has solved the problems. 

A very large majority rate a good broadband connection as important. It is used for many purposes 
but the most important are seen as leisure and keeping in touch with family and friends. Very few 
users rated the broadband service as excellent. Many more users rate Cambridge as poor compared 
with Slimbridge. Broadband should be improved by installation of fibre by Gigaclear. Internet take 
up was identical to the UK wide average. 

Facilities for disabled people could be improved. 

Heritage assets and archaeology are seen as important. 

Facilities for young person were not covered in the questionnaire. 

Electric vehicles were not covered in the questionnaire. 

The full report can found on the Parish website. 
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Slimbridge Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan FAQ 

 

We have a Village Design Statement, completed in 2016, why do we need a NDP? 

 

The Village Design Statement is a non-statutory planning tool and therefore does not form part of 
the council's development plan. However, a NDP is a statutory document and has the same legal 
status as the Stroud Local Plan. The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 states at paragraph 
30: 

“Once a neighbourhood plan has been brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence 
over existing non-strategic policies in a local plan covering the neighbourhood area ….” 

 

How will the Planning White Paper August 2020 affect the NDP? 

 

There is only one mention of NDPs. On page 42 ‘Therefore, we think Neighbourhood Plans should be 
retained in the reformed planning system, but we will want to consider whether their content should 
become more focused to reflect our proposals for Local Plans’. The NDP is being produced under the 
current regulations (as is the SDC Local Plan). 

 

How does the Parish Council fit in to the Steering Group? 

 

The NDP Steering Group reports to the Parish Council and has Parish Council members. The Parish 
Council approves major milestones and document e.g. Terms of Reference, Project Plan, NDP 
Strategy. The Parish Council will eventually sign off and have owbership of the NDP. 

 

What experience does the team have of NDPs? 

 

Fortunately Helen, out Parish Clerk has completed a NDP for another Parish. The rest of the team are 
novices and have been following a very steep learning curve. However, members of the team do 
have a variety of skills which have proved very useful, such as project management, data analysis, 
marketing, finance and local authority procedures. We have also experience of producing the Village 
Design Statement and have been in contact with other Parishes, such as Cam who have successfully 
produced NDPs. We have also taken advice from Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) 

 

How much is the development of the NDP adding to the precept? 
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The only added cost is a few extra hours for the Parish Clerk. All other costs in this financial year are 
covered by a grant. Extra funding for consultancy support has been allocated for the next financial 
year The volunteers on the team are working pro bono. 

 

When will the NDP be completed? 

 

We should have a draft plan before the end of the year but this is dependent on the availability of 
consultancy support. If consultancy support is not available, the Steering Group will draft the plan, 
but this will take longer. The plan examination and referendum are out of our hands (and the costs 
are covered by SDC). 

 

Can the plan block developments? 

 

No. Neighbourhood planning is about shaping development of Slimbridge Parish in a positive 
manner. It is not a tool to be used to prevent development proposals from taking place. It will reflect 
local and national policies. Neighbourhood plans are not able to promote less development than set 
out in the local plan or undermine its strategic policies. A Neighbourhood plan can be used to ensure 
that any development is in line with the wishes of the local people and is sympathetic to local need. 

 

What are the differences between strategic and non-strategic policies? 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 states at paragraph 20: “Strategic policies should set 
out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of development, and make sufficient 
provision for:  

a) housing (including affordable housing), employment, retail, leisure and other commercial 
development;  

b) infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste management, water supply, 
wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy 
(including heat);  

c) community facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure); and  

d) conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including 
landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. “ 

Non-strategic policies are everything else. e.g. the SDC Local Plan would not have a strategic policy 
for the preservation of the Slimbridge Playing Field. 

 

Can the NDP be declared invalid? 
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Yes. If SDC fail to provide enough land for housing, the NDP is invalid and if developers fail to meet 
building delivery targets, the NDP could also be declared invalid. In both cases a developers ‘free for 
all’ would ensue. However, legal cases are emerging where this situation is by no means a foregone 
conclusion and at the moment, SDC has a good supply of land. 

 

What information are you missing to allow drafting of the NDP? 

 

We are missing information in a number of areas. Over the next few weeks we will be defining the 
missing information and identifying sources. Examples are a landscape assessment and archaeology. 

 

What timescales is being considered in the NDP? 

 

The NDP is looking forward for the next 10 years. 

 

Can the NDP promote more housing development than is in the SDC Local Plan? 

 

Yes. If the questionnaire shows a demand for more housing in Slimbridge, then the NDP could define 
sites, numbers and building codes. The existing SDC local plan and the draft local plan, apart from 
Wisloe, do not identify any housing sites in Slimbridge Parish. 

 

How would any new housing sites be determined? 

 

If the questionnaire shows a demand for more housing, the NDP steering group would issue a call for 
prospective sites. 

 

How do we find out the results of the questionnaire? 

 

The NDP Steering Group will analyse the questionnaires and produce a report. This will be available 
on the Parish Council website. Comments would be most welcome. 

 

What about businesses in Slimbridge? 

 

A questionnaire has been sent to all local businesses. 
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How are the policies in the NDP defined and drafted? 

 

The policies will be based on the evidence the Steering Group has collected and will be drafted by 
the SG and put into “planning speak” by consultants. 

 

Could a NDP have stopped Wisloe Green? 

 

The unfortunate answer is NO. Wisloe Green (PS37) was a SDC strategic site and would have 
overridden a NDP. The fight against Wisloe is being pursued by WAG, who are also supporting the 
Parish Council. 

 

Is the NDP useful if Wisloe goes ahead? 

 

In the event of Wisloe going ahead, the policies in the NDP can be used to ensure that building codes 
are followed, infrastructure is in place and the residents of Slimbridge obtain the best result 
possible. It is important to recognise that approval of Wisloe is a possibility and we have to have Plan 
B, (in the form of the NDP) in place. Some other places in the District did not have a Plan B and have 
ended up with developments ill suited to the local area. 

 

Can SDC help with the NDP? 

 

The Localism Act places a legal duty on local authorities to help and support parish councils in 
neighbourhood planning. We have a nominated officer in SDC and have been in touch with him. 

 

How has COVID affected the plan? 

 

It has made life considerably more difficult in many ways but with the aid of ZOOM we have 
managed to keep to the plan. However we have missed holding public events, which have simply 
been impossible. 

 

Can a NDP come forward before the emerging SDC Local Plan? 

 

Yes. The timescale for the NDP is independent of the SDC Local Plan. 



 
233 

 

In the future will the NDP be reviewed? 

 

Yes, The NDP must be reviewed at regular intervals and at least every five years. 

 

Can SDC override the NDP? 

 

On non-strategic policies SDC can not override the NDP. See Para 30 NPPF above. 
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Community event 23rd September 2022 

 

The Community Event held on the 23rd September from 6:00 to 8:00 pm was a great success and 
attended by about 70 people. Free refreshments, kindly donated local residents were provided and a 
free raffle was held (prizes donated by the Cotswold Gardening School and the WWT). Tables were 
taken by a number of groups including: 

 

Slimbridge Scouts 

Gardening club 

Knit and natter 

Road safety group 

Footpaths group 

Wildlife group 

Slimbridge church 

Severn bites 

Verges Group 

BVCANN 

WWT 

Severn Trent 

Gloucestershire Police (Including the Police and Crime Commissioner) 

 

A presentation was given on the status of the NDP, including plans for the Regulation 14 
consultation. The presentation can be found on the Slimbridge Parish website.  

 

Only one question was formally asked: 

“If any money is left over from the Locality grant can it be used for other local causes?” 
Unfortunately the money can only be used for the NDP work. 

 

Attendees were asked to place a sticker on a voting poster with their response to the plan. 42 were 
positive and 1 negative. 

 

 

 


