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Introduction 

 
Slimbridge is a rural parish with a wealth of heritage. This includes 44 nationally recognised 
listed buildings (1) including the Grade 1 listed Church of St John the Evangelist and the 
adjacent moated site which is a scheduled ancient monument. In addition to the Historic 
England database the Gloucestershire Heritage Environment Record (2) adds a mixture of 
specific heritage items and general references. 
 
Alongside these officially designated heritage assets there are a number of non-designated 
local heritage assets that are important to the local community and contribute significantly 
to the local character. Inclusion of these locally important assets on a 'Local List' will give the 
community of Slimbridge the opportunity to give these assets consideration within the 
planning process. The Local List of Non-designated Heritage Assets in Slimbridge will 
demonstrate what the community and Parish Council feel are important heritage assets in 
terms of local distinctiveness. 
 
Part 1 of this evidence report underpins a policy on Locally Valued Non-designated Heritage 
Assets in the Slimbridge Neighbourhood Development Plan. It clearly sets out all the Locally 
Valued Non-designated Heritage Assets in Slimbridge and outlines what criteria they meet 
to be identified as such. 
 
It is only in the last few years that we have realised Slimbridge History extends back much 
further and more extensively than previously thought, at least to Roman times and possibly 
as far back as the Iron Age. Part 2 of this report outlines the developing evidence and how 
our knowledge will be extended providing the underpinning for the policy on Slimbridge 
Archaeology. 
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Part 1 Locally Valued Non-designated Heritage Assets 
 
What are the criteria for the local list? 
 
The criteria for the Local List are based on the four conservation principles laid out by 
Historic England: 
 

● Aesthetic (Designed and Casual) - the visual elements of an asset. It does not have to 
be ‘beautiful’ to be of value.   

● Communal (Commemorative or Social) - the meanings of a place, and how people 
relate to it through experience or memory  

● Historical (Associative or Illustrative) - how a place in the present can connect us to 
past people, events and aspects of life   

● Evidential - the potential of a place to provide evidence about past human activity  
 
The Local List will include these conservation principles in the criteria for an asset being 
included on the list. It will also focus on local rather than national importance. 
 
Local Lists are suggested within the Government’s National Planning Practice Guidance 
(NPPG) to include non-designated heritage assets which merit consideration within the 
planning process. This is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to 
help recognise local distinctiveness.  
 
The Steering Group followed the guidance issued by Historic England, Local Heritage Listing 
Advice (3), which sets out the importance of identifying Heritage Assets that are locally 
valued but non-designated along with the North Somerset Draft Local List handbook (April 
2021).  
 
The full criteria are set out in the table below: 
 

Criterion
 

Explanation and examples 

Age The age of an asset helps to understand more about the 
feature. 

Rarity This can include unusual assets such as cast-iron bridges and 
traditional signage or more common ones of unusual 
architectural style or materials. It could be something that is 
rare for the local area (not nationally rare) and so has local 
importance. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Local areas are often set apart by design that was developed 
through the use of local materials, giving areas their 
characteristics and sense of local importance.  
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Group value Groupings of assets with a clear visual, design or historic 
relationship (including farmyards, terraces, group form and 
layout), contribution to street scene, roofscapes and 
perception. 

Archaeological interest  There may be evidence to suggest that a site is of significant 
archaeological interest. 

Historic Association Associated with an historical person or event of acknowledged 
note (including important local figures or events, for example 
landowner, commemorative event, charity, ecclesiastical or 
other community group and former resident). Buildings or 
assets related to a local person or event of importance may be 
added to the local list 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

Designed landscapes such as parks and gardens which are 
celebrated locally and are of high quality can be added to the 
local list.  

Social and Communal 
Value 

Assets which add to the collective memory of a local place can 
be valuable in understanding the social value and the sense of 
community in the local area. 

Other? Extra? There may be some completely new other, or additional, factor 
thought to be of significance, such as artistic interest, an asset 
with artistic interest exhibiting some degree of creative skill 
(including sculpture, painting, decoration, advertisements, 
memorials, gates, railings, door surrounds, finials and signage). 
Key landmark buildings or structures and buildings that 
strongly contribute to a view or roofscape vista.  
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How has the Slimbridge 'local list' been compiled? 
 
Drawing on local knowledge and working closely with the Slimbridge Local History Society, 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group has compiled a draft list of local 
assets in Slimbridge parish which might be locally listed. The wider community was also 
asked for suggestions in the Parish News via the Slimbridge Parish Council website. 
 
Locally Valued Undesignated Heritage Assets in Slimbridge - Summary List  
 
Eighteen Locally Valued Undesignated Heritage Assets have been identified and mapped. A 
summary list is below, together with maps. A full list with Ordnance Survey references are 
given in Tables 1 and 2 at the end of Part 1. 
 

1. Cambridge House. 
2. Bell House Cambridge. 
3. Cambridge Milestone. 
4. Cambridge Flood Depth Post. 
5. Slimbridge Primary School. 
6. Wisloe Homes for Heroes. 
7. The “Nest” on Slimbridge Roundabout. 
8. Gossington Hall Stew Pond. 
9. Gossington Baptist Chapel. 
10. Gossington Victorian Postbox. 
11. Samuel Hadley Memorial. 
12. James and May Harding Grave. 
13. Lamp post in Slimbridge Churchyard. 
14. Troy Town Signpost. 
15. Troy Town Labyrinth. 
16. Sharpness Canal. 
17. Rails from Munitions Dump. 
18. Medieval ridge and furrow field markings. 
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Map(s) of Locally Valued Undesignated Heritage Assets in Slimbridge 
 

 
Map 1 Whole Parish from Parish Online 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 2 St John’s Graveyard 
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Map 3 Cambridge Area 
 

 
Map 4 North West Slimbridge Parish 
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Map 5 Ridge and Furrow Field Markings 
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Locally Valued Non-designated Heritage Assets in Slimbridge - 
Detailed Information 
 
HA1 Cambridge House | Type: Historic Building (House) | Location: Dursley Road, 
Cambridge  
 

 
 
Description: A grand Victorian home set in a large wooded garden.  
 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Between 1861 and 1863 

Rarity Unique in Slimbridge. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

A very imposing and attractive Victorian house. 
There is a stable at the back of the house which has changed 
little since it was last used. There are 3 stalls for horses and 
space for a coach. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association The house was built by Samuel William Hadley (see HA11) 
Farmer and Timber Merchant operating the nearby wood mill 
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powered by the river Cam. He was a philanthropist and built a 
school in the grounds of Cambridge House. 
The house was sold by the Berkeley Estate as a house and 200 
acres to settle Death Duties in 1944. At some time since 1944 
the house and farm have become separated. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 
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HA2 Bell House | Type: Historic Building (House) | Location: Dursley Road, Cambridge  
 

 
 
Description: Historic inn (now a Private Dwelling) with some remaining historic features 
such as gothic pointed arch windows. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age 16th or17th Century 

Rarity n/a 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Some remaining historic features such as 2 original mullion 
windows. 

Group value There used to be four inns on this stretch of the old turnpike. 
The others are: 
The White Lion – Listed, now a Private Dwelling. 
The George – Listed, still open. 
The Drover’s Arms - no longer exists. 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Built originally as a private house, it was believed to be later 
used as a coroner’s court. It became an Inn sometime in the 
19th C but after trade fell off in the 1920s it had several uses, 
the last being a popular Antique shop. It became a private 
dwelling again in 2017. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 
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HA3 Milestone | Type: Historic Milestone | Location: Dursley Road 
 

 
 
Description: Historic milestone at the meeting of Dursley road and Bristol Road. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age An 1826 map showed 3 milestones, unfortunately 2 were lost 
during road widening in 1952. 

Rarity Unique in the parish. 
A Canal Milepost dating from 1877 is Grade II Listed. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Characteristic of a historic milestone with cast metal plaque. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association It was presumably moved slightly to its present location when 
the A38 was widened in 1952. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

Well known local feature 
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HA4 Flood Depth Post | Type: Flood Depth post | Location: Cambridge Village Green 
 

 
 
Description:  Flood depth post on Cambridge village green. Shows depth of flooding on 
Bristol Road 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Unknown 

Rarity Unique locally 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

n/a 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Prior to the works to undertaken to contain the River Cam in 
1992, flooding at this location was common. The gauge goes up 
to 3 feet above the road. 

Designated Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

A well known local feature. 
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HA5 Slimbridge Primary School | Type: Historic School | Location: Slimbridge 
 

 
 
Description: Slimbridge Primary School opened in 1906 replacing two other schools. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Opened in 1906 

Rarity Typical of a school of its time, however unique in the parish.  

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

First example of Gloucestershire County Council architecture in 
Slimbridge. It has R. S. Phillip’s trademark horizontal stone 
banding (compare with Hambrook Primary School). 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association While interesting in its own right, the two Village Schools it 
replaced have their own stories. The National School was in 
Church House Slimbridge which is listed. The Cambridge 
Wesleyan School was founded by a local benefactor (who lived 
in Cambridge House, HA1) and the headmaster has a stained 
glass window dedicated to him in St John’s Church. That school 
was lost to road widening. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

This is a key landmark in Slimbridge Parish. Many Parishioners 
have attended the school. 
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HA6 Homes for Heroes | Type: Historic Social Housing | Location: Wisloe Road 
 

 
 
Description:  A Group of houses built at the end of WW1 to house returning troops. 

 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Built 1920 and occupied in 1921 after some difficulty obtaining 
a water supply. 

Rarity Unique in the parish.  

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Post WW1 social housing. 
Designed by Gloucester County Council. 

Group value A Group of semi-detached houses. 

Archaeological interest  n/a 
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Historic Association The day after the WW1 armistice Lloyd George is reported as 
saying there would be “Homes fit for Heroes’’ but the 
programme was hampered by a shortage of funds, of building 
materials and of skilled manpower. The required legislation was 
not passed until 1919 (Addison Act) These houses in Slimbridge 
are a good representation of those that were built.  
There was some disappointment in the Village; it had been 
assumed these would be given to Slimbridge Residents, but 
only two of the properties were allocated to Slimbridge 
families. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 
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HA7 “The Nest” | Type: Sculpture / Monument | Location: Slimbridge Roundabout 

 
Description:  The sculpture was erected in 2021 to celebrate 75 years of the WWT. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Erected in 2021, it will become a Heritage Asset in time. 

Rarity The sculpture is unusual and unique. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

This is in a prominent location on the Slimbridge A38 
roundabout, it is difficult to pass through Slimbridge without 
seeing this sculpture. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Sir Peter Scott founded the Wildfowl Trust in 1946.  
From humble beginnings the Slimbridge WWT now attracts 
250,000 visitors a year and nationally there are 10 WWT 
Centres. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

The sculpture was inspired by children’s designs created at 
Slimbridge Primary School. 

Other It was created by metal sculptor Ian Gill. 
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HA8 Stew Pond | Type: | Location: Gossington Hall 

 

 
Description:  Surviving example of medieval stew pond. Once used for rearing fish for 

eating. 

 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Medieval 

Rarity Unique locally and an unusual surviving relic of a bygone era.  

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

An attractive feature. But not publicly visible. 

Group value This is part of the Gossington Hall Estate. However, the listing 
(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-
entry/1340546?section=official-listing) makes no mention of 
this important feature. 
This item may not be covered by the listing because: 

• It is not a building or “structure”, 

• It is some distance from the Hall, 

• It has no common purpose with the Hall,  

• It probably pre-dates the Hall 
This entry is to record its presence and make its existence more 
widely known. 

Archaeological interest  Surviving mediaeval pond. A “Stew Pond” is used to “farm” fish 
for eating. These were often associated with a religious order 
whose members were not allowed to eat meat on a Friday and 
hence needed a convenient source of fish. 
The pond is carefully designed and constructed, it has a weir 
and overflow to keep the pond at a constant level with a 
through flow of water. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1340546?section=official-listing
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1340546?section=official-listing
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There would have been several sections with the fish being 
moved as they grew, for the last day they would not have been 
fed – this firms up the flesh prior to gutting. 

Historic Association Probably associated with previous ecclesiastical uses of the site  

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

It is approximately 200 metres from the nearest Public Right of 
Way, its existence is not well known. 
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HA9 Converted Baptist chapel | Type: | Location: Tyndale Road, Gossington 
 

 
Description:  Sympathetic restoration of 1877 chapel 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age 1877 

Rarity Unique in the Parish, an unusual building. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Sympathetic restoration of 1877 chapel. Striking and unusual 
appearance.  

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Founded in 1834, the 1877 chapel replaced an earlier building 
which was probably at a different location in Gossington. It 
closed in 1981 was converted into a dwelling about 1987. 
There are apparently memorials at the property with the most 
recent recording a death in September 2000. It is unlikely, that 
burials took place at the Chapel. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 
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HA19 Victorian Post Box | Type: | Location: Tyndale Road, Gossington 

 
 
 

Description:  These Wall boxes were installed between 1881 and 1904  
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Between 1881 and 1904 

Rarity Such old boxes are not common. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

In a prominent location on the wall of Gossington Farm.  

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Roadside Post Boxes were used in the UK from 1852 after the 
first was installed in Jersey, 
This design of wall mounted Victorian Post box was installed 
between 1881 and 1904. They were apparently in use for a 
short period following Queen Victoria’s unexpected death in 
1901. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

Still in use as a Postbox. 
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HA11 Samuel William Hadley Memorial | Type: Grave Memorial | Location: Slimbridge 
Churchyard 
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Description: Unusual grave monument to a successful local businessman and philanthropist 
involved in farming and timber. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age 1891 

Rarity This is the only statue in the Graveyard. The hand originally 
pointed towards heaven, but unfortunately some of the fingers 
have become damaged. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

A striking monument visible from much of the graveyard and St 
John’s Road. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association Samuel Hadley inherited a farm and timber business in 
Cambridge from his father. 
He built Cambridge House (HA1) and the Cambridge Wesleyan 
School on his land and paid for upkeep of the school and the 
teacher's salary. The Wesleyan school was the main school until 
the present Primary School opened in 1906. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 

Other Grave Ref E4/02 

 
  



 Slimbridge Heritage Report Reg. 14 Draft  

HA12 James and Mary Harding Grave | Type: Grave | Location: Slimbridge Churchyard 
 

 
 
Description: Unusual tombstone with metal lid.  
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age 1887 

Rarity This is a most unusual tombstone which is unique in Slimbridge 
(St John’s) Graveyard.  

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

The tombstone has a metal lid. Metal is used as a reference to 
James Harding’s trade as a Dursley Ironmonger and farmer.  

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association n/a 
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Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 

Other Grave Ref Q/05 
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HA13 Lamp Post | Type: Historic Lamp Post | Location: Slimbridge Churchyard, Located 

adjacent to the road by the gate opposite the Car Park 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Description:  Historic lamp post typical of the period. 

 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Victorian 

Rarity This is the only example of Victorian gas street lighting in 
Slimbridge. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Not attractive in its current state. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 
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Historic Association n/a 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

The Car Park behind Church House was not present when the 
lamp was installed. If the lamp was working it would light the 
vehicle / pedestrian entrance to the Car Park. 
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HA14 Signpost to Troytown | Type: | Location: Churchend / Kingston Road / Longaston 
Lane Junction 
 

 
 
Description: An old signpost against the wall of Rectory Farm pointing to the location of a 
possible Medieval maze. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Possibly mid-20th Century. 

Rarity Not especially unusual as a Road Sign, but if it points to the site 
of an old Maze/Labyrinth (HA15) that would be much more 
interesting. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Not especially exciting in itself. In need of some refurbishment. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  Troytown is a name for a maze (Labyrinth) made with turf 
mounds. 
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Historic Association See associated entry for the Labyrinth, HA15. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 

Other? Extra? The sign points down Longaston Lane, there is a Property on the 
Lane called “Troytown Cottage” and a Dowsing Exercise located 
something thought to be the site of the Labyrinth just to the 
North East of that property. 
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HA15 Labyrinth | Type: Historic Labyrinth | Location: Off Longaston Lane 

 
Description: Location of a possible Medieval Labyrinth – a Maze formed by raised turf 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Possibly Medieval 

Rarity Only eight turf mazes survive in England, no remaining 
earthworks are visible here. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

Nothing visible 

Group value Only Site in the Parish. 

Archaeological interest  Of the eight surviving turf mazes in England three have “Troy” 
names; this is thought to be a reference to the labyrinthine 
defences of the City of Troy. In Slimbridge we have a sign to 
“Troytown” and a “Troytown Cottage”. 
This site was identified by dowsing. 
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Historic Association History unknown, not clear why a Labyrinth would have been 
constructed here, although it would have been a pleasant horse 
ride from Berkeley Castle. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

Nothing Visible 

Social and Communal 
Value 

None. 

Other Opinions about the value of Dowsing vary, however the location 
has been included for completeness. Other evidence may 
emerge in the future. 
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HA16 Sharpness canal | Location: Canal runs approximately SW to NE between the Parish 
and the River through Shepherd's Patch. 
 

 
 

Description: 18th century canal providing access to Gloucester from Sharpness. Was once 
the broadest and deepest canal in the world and allowed ships to avoid a treacherous part 
of the River Severn. 
A short channel, along the route of the River Cam, led from the Canal to a small Warf which 
allowed goods to be taken directly to Cambridge Village. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age The canal was built during the late 18th Century and opened in 
1827. 

Rarity Although Canals are fairly common, the majority are much 
shallower and narrower. This was built to allow large vessels 
access to Gloucester and beyond avoiding a dangerous stretch 
of the River Severn. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

A very grand and large ship canal. The canal is striking to look at 
due to its size and impressive engineering with large swing 
bridges and ornate bridge keeper’s houses. 
The Oak statue by Patch Bridge is by Peter Walwin of Longhope, 
the Oak Log was donated by Westonbirt Arboretum and funds 
were raised by the Friends of WWT. 

Group value n/a 

Archaeological interest  n/a 
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Historic Association The Canal opened in 1847 and was once the widest and deepest 
canal capable of taking ships up to 610 tons.  
The Cambridge Arm was used to bring Coal and Timber to a 
Wharf at Cambridge, it frequently suffered from silting and was 
so narrow that boats had to be taken backwards to the main 
canal. 
Because water from the River Cam now flows into the Canal, 
land on the river side of the canal lost its irrigation. A controlled 
“leak” was created by the Cambridge Arms Bridge flowing into a 
rhine thence under the canal to the fields on the other side. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a 

Social and Communal 
Value 

The canal and its towpath are a valued open space providing 
access to viewpoints across the River Severn to the Forest of 
Dean. There is a listed milepost on the Canal Bank, and a listed 
Canal Keeper's Cottage by the Cambridge Arms Bridge. 
The Sharpness Canal takes vessels from the River Severn to 
Gloucester. At Saul Junction there will be access to the 
Cotswold Canal system currently being opened up with the 
assistance of funding from Local Councils, The Canal and River 
Trust and the National Lottery. 
The Canal is now used mainly for leisure (boating, paddle 
boarding, walking, cycling). The Cambridge Arm passes 
alongside Rosie’s Wood and now terminates at the George 
Public House and Caravan Site. 
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HA17 Rail Lines from Munitions Dump| Type: | Location: Patch Bridge opposite Black Shed 

 
Description: Rails from the Munitions Store are used to support fences at the Patch and 
Cambridge Arms Bridges. 
 

Criterion
 

Explanation and examples 

Age The rails must have been manufactured before 1916, and would 
have been scrapped about 1925. When they were used to hold 
up the wooden boards is unknown. 
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Rarity This is one of the few remaining relics of the WW1 Munitions 
Store. 
Some other rails are lying around in fields and some bridges 
across ditches are laid on old rails. These are not in publicly 
accessible locations. 
This interesting chapter of Slimbridge History is not well known 
in the Village. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

The wooden fence at Patch Bridge is supported by Rail Lines, 2 
are Bullhead rails used between about 1859 and 1950. Flat 
Bottom Rail gradually took over from Bullhead and was used in 
the WW1 Munitions Store, but the main Gloucester-Bristol 
Railway still used Bullhead. The Munitions Store sidings ended 
at the Black Shed, so the rails probably came from the Store 
(Flat Bottomed) and the Gossington sidings (Bullhead). Rails are 
also used at the Cambridge Arms Bridge. 

Group value It is likely these rails were used in a variety of applications. 

Archaeological interest  n/a 

Historic Association In 1916 the Ministry of Munitions set up two large stores for 
gun propellants, one in Yorkshire and the other in Slimbridge. 
The store was used to feed Shell Filling Factory No 5 in 
Quedgley. In March 1918 there were 5,639 tons of cordite and 
687 tons of gunpowder. 
The magazines were located along a 2½ mile track starting at 
the Main Line at Gossington finally ending at the Black Shed. 
The facility was dismantled between 1924 and 1926. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

n/a  

Social and Communal 
Value 

n/a 
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HA18 Medieval ridge and furrow fields | Type: Historic Farmland | Location: Multiple  

 
 

 
 

Description: Ridge and Furrow markings are a product of Medieval farming practices and 
only survive if the fields have not been ploughed using modern equipment. 
 
The best examples are in the Glebe fields, Figure 3 of Ref (4) shows the locations and 
directions of the ridges. The various orientations suggest that when the fields were 
originally ploughed the fields were smaller and subsequently field boundaries were 
removed. 
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Another important location is two fields on the reclaimed land between the Canal and the 
River Severn. These are located in the “Upper Severn Estuary” SSSI and Ref (2) dates these 
markings to before 1335. 
 
Map 5 shows the locations where there remain visible field markings (“Verified”). Also 
marked are locations where there are indications on earlier aerial photographs but the 
location has not been physically checked, these are labelled as “Not Verified”. 
 

Criterion Explanation and examples 

Age Medieval, up to about the 17th Century 

Rarity Visible in many Slimbridge fields. 

Visual / aesthetic 
interest 

The feature varies during the year. In wet periods the furrows 
can be full of water. In Spring / Summer wild flowers will 
germinate at different times in the ridges and the furrows (See 
photo above). 

Group value The pattern is often visible across a whole field adding to the 
interest. They can be seen at many locations in the Parish. 

Archaeological interest  Medieval ploughs were pulled by oxen and, because the 
ploughs were not reversible, the soil was always turned 
rightwards as the plough team progressed up and down the 
furlongs, to produce a corrugated pattern of ridges and furrows 
whose dimensions increased with every season. The difference 
in height between ridge crests and furrows could be as much as 
2 metres. 
The pattern is only visible if, when ploughing ceased, the fields 
were used as pasture and not subsequently ploughed using 
more modern equipment. Over the centuries the height 
difference has been weathered down and the visibility varies. 
The Figure above showing the Ridge and Furrow patterns 
around the Glebe fields is interesting because the patterns vary 
in direction suggesting the original medieval fields were smaller 
in size. 

Historic Association There is no specific Slimbridge connection, they can be found in 
many parts of England. 
Historic England identifies 'ridge and furrow' field systems as 
important heritage assets that are physical manifestations of 
ancient farming practices1. In conformity with paragraph 200 of 
the National Planning Policy Framework (including footnote 68), 

 
1 https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-field-systems/heag204-field-systems/  

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/iha-field-systems/heag204-field-systems/
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all surviving Ridge and Furrow in the Plan area should be 
regarded as a non-designated heritage asset and accordingly 
taken into account in the planning system; these fields are 
visible evidence of an element of national heritage. 

Designed Landscape 
Interest 

These relics of medieval ploughing practices are visible from 
several footpaths and contribute to the attraction of the 
Parish’s open spaces and act as a frequent reminder of 
Slimbridge’s long history. 

Social and Communal 
Value 

These features add to the interest and pleasure of walking 
Slimbridge’s many footpaths. 
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Table 1 Locally Valued Non-Designated Heritage Assets (excluding R&F) 
 

Ref Description / Location Easting Northing 

HA01 Cambridge House 374910 203547 

HA02 Bell House 374904 203685 

HA03 Cambridge Milestone 374935 203633 

HA04 Cambridge Flood Gauge 374928 203757 

HA05 Slimbridge Primary School 374301 202757 

HA06 Homes for Heroes 374755 202617 

HA07 Nest / Slimbridge Roundabout 374389 202812 

HA08 Gossington Hall Stew Pond 373612 202016 

HA09 Converted Baptist Chapel 373792 202135 

HA10 Victorian Post Box 373716 202298 

HA11 Hadley Grave 374004 203596 

HA12 Harding Grave 374069 203560 

HA13 Old Lamp Post 373987 203592 

HA14 Troytown Signpost 373677 203890 

HA15 Troytown Labrinth 374187 204245 

HA16 Entrance to Cambridge Arm / River Cam 373827 205098 

HA16 Cambridge Arms Bridge 373705 204973 

HA16 Looking towards Patch Bridge 373441 204784 

HA16 Looking towards Sharpness 372762 204219 

HA17 Munitions Store Rails at Patch Bridge 372767 204247 

HA17 Munitions Store Rails at Cambridge Arms Bridge 373690 204981 

 

Table 2 Locally Valued Non-Designated Heritage Assets - Ridge and Furrow 

 

Ref Description / Location Easting Northing 

HA18.1 
Upper Severn Estuary SSSI 
On reclaimed land between the Canal and River 

373845 205628 

HA18.2 
Fields to the South East of the canal and South West of 
Ryalls Lane 

373716 204662 

HA18.3 
Fragment of R&F between Stew Pond and Gossington 
Hall. The adjacent field probably had R&F but no longer 
visible. 

373572 202008 

HA18.4 
Between Dursley Road and the A38 to the North of 
White House Farm. 

374807 203258 

HA18.5 
Traces of R&F and other markings visible on 1946 aerial 
photos. To the South of Prices Farm. NOT VERIFIED. 

372897 203918 

HA18.6 
Two fields South of and adjacent to the Canal, Footpath 
4 (from the Patch Car Park) passes through these fields. 

373131 204341 

HA18.7 
Land to the North West of Lightenbrook Lane, poorly 
defined and only ploughed close to the Lane. 

373248 203379 

HA18.8 

Glebelands around St John’s, the moated site and 
Rectory. Extensive and well defined, the area is criss-
crossed by footpaths meaning these are well known 
features. 

374285 203633 

HA18.9 
R&F visible on old aerial photographs. Partly outside 
Slimbridge Parish. Bounded by Redwood, the Canal and 
Penny Lane. NOT VERIFIED 

373107 203505 

  



 Slimbridge Heritage Report Reg. 14 Draft  

Part 2 Slimbridge archaeological investigations 
 

2.1 Recent Years 

 

The Roman Road (now A38) from Gloucester towards Bristol passes through the South East 

of the Parish, so it is unsurprising that evidence of Roman occupation is to be found. In the 

past few years it has become clear the remains are more extensive and important than 

previously expected. 

In 2001 a field walk was conducted in the field behind Lanes End Bungalow (on the A38); 

387 pottery sherds were recovered and a Roman Coin. The finds included fragments of 

Roman building materials and a hypocaust tile used in Roman Central Heating systems. 

More recently (2020) building in the neighbouring Parish of Cam, on the other side of the 

railway, uncovered a Roman Villa. 

Away from the A38 and towards the river other discoveries were being made. In 2017 a 

series of detectorist rallies were being held; to everyone’s surprise hundreds of roman coins, 

brooches and artefacts were found. 

It soon became obvious the finds 

were not being recorded and the 

items were simply looted with the 

majority never seen again. The 

rallies were stopped and with the 

agreement of the tenant farmer and 

landowners the Slimbridge Local 

History Society (SLHS) began a 

project to systematically metal 

detect and carry out geophysical 

scanning in three fields in the 

Parish. 

Geophysics scanning was carried 

out by Tony Roberts of 

Archaeoscan with field support from members of Slimbridge Local History Society. All finds 

were mapped and shared with Kurt Adams, the Gloucestershire and Avon Finds Liaison 

Officer based at Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery. It became apparent not only was there 

evidence of a significant Roman presence but also an Iron/Bronze age settlement on the 

banks of the Lighten Brook, this gravel bedded brook could have been a source of high 

quality drinking water. 

A Romano British double ditch enclosure was found close to Rectory Farm along with signs 

of an Iron Age roundhouse next to the Lighten Brook on Lightenbrook Lane. On the field 

known as Stanborough Mead, again next to the Lighten Brook, a large (80m by 40m) 

geophysics anomaly was present suggesting either an exceptionally large building or a 

series of buildings arranged to form a compound. 

  

Figure 1 2017 detectorist rally behind Lancelot Court 
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2.2 The 2020 Dig and Finds 

By autumn 2020 knowledge had advanced to the 

point that a dig was appropriate, the timing 

constrained by availability of the land between 

crops. The dig was led by Archaeoscan, with some 

logistic support from the Slimbridge Local History 

Society and carried out by a mixture of Parish 

Members who had expressed an interest and more 

experienced workers. The detailed report is 

available from the Gloucestershire Heritage Team. 

(5) 

Large amounts of Ceramic Building Material (CBM) 

were recovered indicating the presence of a large 

well appointed Roman stone building. The buildings 

were well appointed evidenced by the recovery of 

box flue tile, painted wall plaster and some 

tesserae from a mosaic pavement. The hypocaust 

areas of the building(s) were not recovered, nor 

were the solid foundations of the large building. 

However, given the relatively small 

area excavated the results were 

encouraging. 

The pottery recovered indicated an 

early Roman date. This is supported by 

metal-detected finds, in particular two 

coins from the period of Trajan, Dolphin 

brooches from the first century AD and 

a late Iron Age/ Early Roman strap 

junction. The absence of coinage from 

the 3rd and 4th centuries (unlike the neighbouring Lynch field) may suggest the buildings 

were not in use in the later Roman 

period. This information was shared 

with the Parish at a 2-day Heritage 

Weekend in October 2021. This 

well attended event covered not just 

the archaeology finds but some 

other Slimbridge history such as the 

impact of Civil and both World 

Wars, St John’s Graveyard and the 

opportunity to view some old maps 

of the Parish.  

 

  

Figure 2 Stanborough Mead 2020 Dig 

Figure 3 Roman coin from Trajan period 

Figure 4 Answering questions on the finds at the 2021 Heritage Weekend 
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2.3 Discussion 

The discovery of the significant Roman remains in this location would have a huge 

significance in the story of the Roman development in Gloucestershire. The large amount of 

coinage, and other metal artefacts, recovered from 

the Lynch Field leads to speculation that this area 

around Slimbridge may have been the location of a 

port or trading area located on the banks of the 

Severn. A port facility at Slimbridge in the 1st 

Century AD may make sense given the political 

and geographical landscape of the period. The 

Colonia at Gloucester (Glevum) was established in 

97 AD and until that point the dominant facility in 

Gloucester was the Kingsholm fortress. A port/trading 

area at Slimbridge would allow supplies to flow to the 

Gloucester area by road and inland towards Cirencester without having to sail the additional 

distance around the Noose in the Severn. Also, the Severn could be easily crossed here to 

allow goods and supplies to flow into/out of South Wales in a much timelier fashion than 

travelling up to Gloucester and back. 

Notwithstanding the Roman presence in Stanborough and Lynch field it must not be 

overlooked that there is a significant Iron Age presence. The geophysics has identified 

several areas of extensive Iron Age occupation underlying the Roman settlement that is 

starting to be identified. A significant question must be whether the area was a major 

trading/port area in the Late Iron Age, a function that was continued after the Roman 

conquest. 

 

2.4 The 2022 Dig 

Reflecting on the findings from 

previous digs, more extensive 

excavations were justified and 

carried out in August and 

September 2022.  

The finds will be fully analysed 

over winter 2022/23 although 

preliminary results were 

presented to a meeting of the 

Slimbridge Local History Society 

on the 19th October 2022. A full 

report will be issued and results 

disseminated to the Parish when 

the work is complete.  

  

Figure 5 Oyster Shells - probably a feature 
of a Roman Feast 

Figure 6 The 2022 Dig 



 Slimbridge Heritage Report Reg. 14 Draft  

Highlights of the 2022 dig included: 

• Excavations of a corner of the walled compound approximately 40m by 80m. There 

were indications of regular features which might have been roof supports. 

• Some of the building material has been dated to the 1st century AD and specific 

pottery identified as having been produced by a particular potter between 135 and 

185 AD. 

• Roman Republic Coins have been found together with British Iron Age Coins. 

The co-location of Roman Republic and British Coins suggests there might have been 

trading between Romans and the local British Tribe (Dobuni) before the Roman invasion 

itself. 

Slimbridge Local History Society intends to continue stewardship of the work, working with 

tenants and landowners to improve understanding of this site and its importance, and to 

ensure the understanding and finds are preserved for the benefit of Slimbridge Parish. 

Engagement with schools to celebrate our history is a key objective. 

 

2.5 Protecting Slimbridge’s Heritage 

There was a strong feeling from the Parish questionnaire that our Heritage is an important 

part of the Parish and why people enjoy living here, and it should be protected for the benefit 

of Parishioners. By taking a role in these archaeological investigations Slimbridge Local 

History Society intends to support that desire. The Society is focussed on Local History and, 

in addition to archaeology there are other investigations being pursued. While some 

meetings are aimed at Members and Guests there are also open events such as the 

Heritage Weekends and Graveyard Tours. The Society will try to support individuals doing 

their own research and support to local institutions (e.g. Slimbridge School, Slimbridge 

Scouts).  
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