LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n "FOUNDATION

Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting,
at 7.30pm on Monday 21% November 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall

Present: Clirs P Garrett, J Cullimore, E Ferrigno, A Butcher, A Durkin, Clerk - Helen Dunn, 4
parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
Clir M Stayte — attending Severn Voice meeting, Cllr G Storey, District Clir H Jones,
County ClIr S Davies

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes

¢ It was noted that users of the Village Hall were parking a lot more on the road
rather than the car park, and this was giving rise to concerns of accidents on a
congested road. Clir A Durkin to raise this at the next Village Hall Committee.

¢ There was a suggestion of considering marking out spaces in the car park to
encourage better parking and use of space. It was also mentioned about the
lighting for the car park and the timer switch — Clir A Durkin to raise this with the
committee too.

e Arecent emergency road closure on St Johns Road caused chaos on the village
as a one way system wasn’t implemented and this meant two way traffic on all
the back lanes caused congestion and potential accidents. It was resolved for the
Clerk to request that Highways have something in writing so as when road
closures are requested, there must be a one way system in place to prevent the
same situation.

¢ It had been asked if any events were being organised for the King’s Coronation
next year — potentially a picnic in the playing field.

4. To approve the meetings on 17" October and 7" November 2022 as a true
record
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies
Report received:

¢ County Council have launched a second on-demand service in the Cotswolds
following the successful introduction in the Forest of Dean. This is clearly part of the
long term solution to rural transport.

e Gloucestershire Libraries have received £750k funding from the Arts Council.
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e Gloucestershire Libraries are being used as “Support Hubs” providing a Warm space
and other facilities during the cost of living challenge.

¢ County Council Trading Standards Inspectors are carrying out checks at Petrol
Stations to ensure drivers are not short changed or over charged.

e You can now book a slot at the recycle centre on the day you want to go.

o A Waste Wizard website tool has been launched on the GCC website to help people
identify how to dispose of items.

o Alevelling up fund of £1.5m has been launched to help the top 10 most deprived
areas in Gloucestershire. None of these are in Stroud.

e Finally I understand the TRO has been approved and that we are now awaiting
confirmation of when the work will be done.

6. To receive areport from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green
No report

7. Clerks report

¢ A new Highways manager has been allocated to Slimbridge; Clerk and Clir M
Stayte to have a meeting with him this week to tour the parish

e Clerk, and ClIrs P Garrett and A Butcher to meet with PCSO Mike Trebble next
week. Clir A Butcher noted her recent meeting with Inspector Paul Keasey and
that the previous case of vandalism on the playing field will now be reopened and
the CCTV images used for enquiries.

e Clerk and CliIr A Butcher to meet with the tourism officer at SDC in the parish next
week.

e Clerk and ClIr A Durkin met with a company online today who are looking at a
potential pilot scheme for the parish for transport and connecting the parish to the
train station. Pros and cons were discussed and now awaiting the next stages
and how the Parish Council can help to support and promote this.

e The Church is holding the Christmas tree festival again and have asked if the
Parish Council wish to take part. Due to short notice this was not on the agenda,
but the Council did participate last year with the Neighbourhood plan group. It
was therefore resolved to find out if a free tree can be obtained, or to purchase
one up to £50.00. ClIr A Butcher to liaise with a resident who was involved last
year. Clerk to loan the Christmas tree stand and write a short piece on the
projects being done or achieved by the Parish Council; volunteers to loan lights
and decorate the tree with photos of the parish.

8. Planning applications
Clirs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte

e Applications:
e Permissions:

9. Next planning team:
Clirs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin

10. To receive areport from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC
No report
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11. To receive areport on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and
resolve any actions / expenditure

The draft of the NDP submitted to SDC for comment and to determine whether

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment were

required. SDC confirmed they would not be required. Other statutory bodies need to

also agree.

The NDP section of Parish Council website has been reorganised

The publicity for Reg 14 is being prepared.

A mini guide / summary of the NDP is being prepared.

Reg 14 consultation has been scheduled for 16 January to 26 February 2023.

The SDC Local Plan progress is being closely monitored.

The project is on schedule and cost.

o Slimbridge Parish Council to resolve that the draft NDP, Evidence Documents
and Consultation Statement is approved to go to Regulation 14 consultation. To
resolve consultation period.

It was proposed by ClIr J Cullimore and seconded by Clir A Durkin that the draft
NDP is accepted, along with the Evidence documents and Consultation
Statement. All ClIrs in agreement. The proposed dates for the consultation were
resolved as Monday 16" January — Sunday 26" February (this is subject to not
requiring a Habitat Regulations Assessment or a Strategic Environmental
Assessment). This was agreed by all Clirs.

12. Highways

e To receive Highways updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure
Ryalls Lane boundary maps and information are still being waited for, Clerk to
follow this up with the new manager.
It has been noted that No Parking cones are in place outside the Patch Car park
although no-one knows who put these there.
The kerbs at the Patch car park on the verge have been completed and to date
no-one has parked on the verge.

e To receive double yellow TRO updates at St Johns Road and the Patch and
resolve any response / actions
This has now been signed off and approved. Now waiting for a date for the lines
to be put down and for the final report to be released by officers.

e To receive quote for works on Slimbridge entrance hedge
A quote of £100 to carry out the works on tidying the entrance to Slimbridge was
given, Clirs resolved the costs for this and the works to be done as soon as
possible.

e To resolve a litter bin on the bus stop opposite Cambridge Green.
This is a well used bus stop and a bin would be beneficial in this location. It was
proposed by ClIr J Cullimore and seconded by Clir A Butcher to purchase a bin.
All ClIrs in agreement. Clerk to ensure SDC will add this to their collection rounds
and order bin.

o PCSO project with the school on road safety signs — resolve £200 originally
available before Covid
This will be discussed in the upcoming meeting with the PCSO, and information
bought back to the January agenda.
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13. Slimbridge Solar Farm Fund applications

e To receive recommendations from the Community Advice Panel on grant

applications received and resolve this.

The below recommendations were put forward by the CAP. ClIr E Ferrigno
proposed to accept the recommendations, this was seconded by Clir A Butcher,

all Clirs in agreement

Applicant Amount Project Recommendation
Slimbridge £10,621.97 | Redecoration of | Taking out the electric element left an
School entrance hall amount of £5,142.93.

It was resolved to recommend £2,464.00
Slimbridge £ 7,075.80 Community It was resolved that if the Parish Council
Parish ANPR camera could get the camera at the rate before the
Council increase, then a recommendation of
£6,276.00 to be awarded.
Slimbridge £ 14,699.60 | New practice A recommendation of £10,000 to go
Cricket Club pitch towards the practice pitch
Slimbridge £ 23,800.00 | New scout hut A recommendation of £1,900 towards
Scouts connections connection of services
Wisloe Action | £ 2,340.00 Updated A recommendation to not support this
Group landscape map
Slimbridge £ 4,000 New ceiling for It was recommended that up to £4,000 to be

Legion Social
Club

skittles alley

given, but at least one more quote needs to
be obtained before the end of December.

14. To receive updates for Community Cameras and resolve continued actions
e |f successful in the Solar Farm funding for the full amount for the ANPR camera,

to resolve to put in the purchase order for this — location of Tyning Crescent / St

Johns Road
It was proposed by ClIr J Cullimore and seconded by Clir A Durkin to put in the
purchase order for the new camera. Clerk to confirm that the price remained at

the original quote before any increases.

15. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure
Report: We continue to deploy VAS cameras in line with our original policy. We
receive a lot of positive comments along with requests to locate the cameras at
specific points which we try to accommodate. We firmly believe that they are having
a positive impact on improving behaviours on our roads and lanes.
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We are experiencing an increase in ‘near misses’ that are reported to us by
residents. | have attended 2 recent incidents where it is evident they could have
resulted in serious injury. The recently unmanaged diversion through Long Aston
Lane, involving speedy traffic, damage to verges and near misses, through a 60 mph
route once again demonstrates the risks to vulnerable users. Generally the police do
not attend these incidents and there is no formal record for ‘near misses’ which is a
missed opportunity to improve road safety and prevent serious injuries and death. It
is only serious accidents/deaths that are systematically looked at (this is too late)
and that continues under the new GCC Road Safety Policy.

We are very disappointed with the lack of a progressive approach in the new Road
Safety Policy. It continues to fully utilise a ‘broken’ Traffic Regulation Order (TRO)
process where communities are spending years trying to initiate Road Safety
Improvements, one community stated that they were in their 9" year and there are
many others with similar delays. Much of the policy spells out the virtue of
communication, consultation and working with communities to deliver road safety
improvements. Our own experience is that these important behaviours are sadly
lacking in road safety matters with GCC. There is much evidence!

Without any feedback to contributors of the ‘consultation’ GCC would appear to be
agreeing the policy this week 23 November2022.

Moving forward we would like to suggest the Slimbridge Road Safety Group bring
forward, to the parish Council, proposals to move our road safety strategy forward.
The acceptability of up to 60mph in our lanes and roads (by GCC) cannot be justified.
Can we suggest a separate meeting to discuss proposals?

Clerk to organise a meeting with the group and Clirs. The Road Safety Group
continue to liaise with GCC and have recently e-mailed to ask that all comments
have been taken into account before any decisions are made on their policy at their
upcoming meeting on 23 November. No feedback has been received from
guestionnaires sent in.

16. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions
The report from the meeting attended with SDC Water Engineer Tom Barratt, by
Clerk, Clir J Cullimore and Clir H Jones had been circulated. Tom Barratt has since
left SDC and there is currently no water engineer in place.
Clirs J Cullimore and P Garrett have also looked at the culverts in question, and a
report had been circulated on this too.
It was felt that it is important that the culvert at St Johns Road is surveyed to ensure
no blockages and to also ascertain where it travels. Photos show two pipes by a
residents property, there are two manholes on the Legion car park grass, yet only
one pipe comes out in The Close — do these pipes merge or do they go separate
ways.
Clerk to contact SDC with regards to surveys, and to arrange a meeting with SDC,
GCC flood team, the Environment Agency and Parish Council to look at options such
as fixing the drains on the legion car park but without exacerbating any further
problems.
Clerk to also include ClIr H Jones in correspondence and inform that the Council are
not happy with the recent outcome of the meeting with Tom Barratt.
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17. Footpaths —to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure
ClIr A Butcher had received a phone call with a suggestion of marking each footpath
on the waymarkers with the footpath number. This could be done by the footpaths
working party with a marker pen for example.
e To resolve part funding a kissing gate at CSL8
Defer this to January agenda

18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard

e To receive reports and resolve any actions and expenditure
ClIr E Ferrigno gave an update on the church footpath with further quotes for re-
tarmacking. Further information is being looked at on costs and Council can
consider this in their budget for January. It was mentioned if the works will have
any impact on the walls by the footpath, this can be mentioned to contractors, but
it was felt the depth of the works wouldn’t have an impact.

e To receive any updates on the Church yard boundary trees
The neighbouring property will be carrying out the works on the one tree
overhanging the churchyard, Council have been informed this will be in
November.

e To discuss and resolve expenditure for final tomb survey report
When the previous survey was carried out, 4 tombs were not on the list used. To
be able to go for a grant to accommodate all the listed tombs it would be
beneficial to have these remaining ones surveyed too. Clir E Ferrigno proposed
this was done, seconded by Clir A Durkin and resolved by all. This will be carried
out by the company who did the previous survey at a cost of £580.00

19. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion

e To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure
Currently waiting for the results of the Legionella Risk Assessment

e To resolve the call out costs to re-set the Legion CCTV due to change of wi-fi
provider.
The Legion recently changed their Wi-Fi provider which has resulted in the Parish
Council CCTV in this location not being connected. The call out cost for this to be
reconnected is £85 and will be done this week. Clirs resolved the costs

20. To receive quote for hedge cutting at Patch Car Park, Cemetery and Playing
Field.
A slight increase in the costs, Clir A Butcher proposed, Clir A Durkin seconded.
Hedges to be cut when weather allows and by February.

21. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: asset register,
strategic plan,
A discussion on land at Kingston being valued as £1, when this had been valued in
the past for consideration of selling the land. Should it remain as a £1 or its valued
amount? Clerk to forward previous e-mails on the subject.
Clirs resolved policies remained fit for purpose.

22.To receive report from PCSO Mike Trebble and resolve responses

No report, however, Clerk, Clirs A Butcher and P Garrett to meet with PCSO next
Monday
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23. To review draft Code of Conduct, from SDC, and make any responses
This was noted with no further comments

24.To discuss Heritage Trees and resolve any costs and locations for these.
A couple of parishioners had looked around for suitable land to accommodate 5 trees
to create an orchard, ClIrs have also considered locations and are unable to find an
appropriate location for this project. After a short debate, it was resolved that this
would not be able to go ahead due to the lack of space required.

25. To resolve additional expenditure of tree at Tyning Crescent and resolve its
final location.
The recommended tree from the garden centre came in at a slightly higher cost of
£72.55. CllIrs approved the additional cost. Discussion on location was had and
suggested for it to be located on the verge of Tyning Crescent / St Johns Road. Clerk
to contact SDC to get approval and to also request a stats plan as Gigaclear had
done works on this verge. Local residents were happy with this location too.

26. To authorise retrospective expenditure on bus shelters and resolve future
plans and expenditure for the remaining 3 shelters.
Additional paint was required to complete the second bus shelter half way through,
therefore this was purchased. Clirs authorised this.
Further quotes were submitted to Council for more equipment to paint, clean and
repair the remaining bus stops. A discussion was had on ensuring the best quotes
were obtained for materials. Clir P Garrett to liaise with the volunteer to purchase the
materials up to a cost of £286.00. Clirs resolved this expenditure and the volunteer
hopes to carry out the works as and when time and weather allows.

27. To note any interest in providing ‘Warm Spaces’ in the parish over winter and
resolve actions on this.
Whilst no responses had been received to information put out on a need for this, a
resident felt that it was important to provide the service to see who turns up and how
it is received. Organisations in the parish could look to accommodate this with
volunteers running it and the Parish Council does have a small Covid budget that
was from a grant applied for and not used.
Clerk and a couple of Clirs to attend a meeting next week with a resident on help and
advice on setting up warm spaces.

28. To receive updates on a volunteer ‘thank you’ evening in December
A number of acceptances have been received and Clirs and Clerk have a food list of
what to bring.

29. To discuss and resolve procedures for when the Clerk is on annual leave
Clerk had sent a draft policy out which was overall agreed with discussion on adding
in additional information on accessing the CCTV if a serious situation required this.

30. To note May 2023 bank holidays (additional holiday) and resolve to cancel the
planning meeting that month, delegating responses to the Clerk on planning
applications that month if needed, or calling an extra meeting if required.

Clirs resolved to cancel planning meetings in May, holding the one full council
meeting on the third Monday, delegating planning responses to the Clerk, based on
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e-mail responses from Clirs and holding any extraordinary meeting if any contentious
planning applications should be submitted.

31. Accounts

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence

e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
Previously circulated and signed at the meeting

e To note the NJC salary payscale changes backdated to April
Noted

e To note the initial draft budget put together (subject to change before submitting
in January) to go on website
Clerk to make amendments due to solar farm funding being successful for the
parish council and receiving quotes from grass contractor higher than budgeted
for, and still noting the tax base rates have not been received from SDC yet.

e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension (including £ 2717.06
back pay from April)

Helen Dunn Expenses — utilities, mileage, £ 65.80

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 320.00

Miles White Transport response to SDC Local Plan £ 900.00

Transport additional consultation

A Butcher Bus stop paint £ 29.26

Place Studio Neighbourhood Plan £1019.40

RBL Poppy Remembrance wreath £ 20.00

appeal

32. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under
section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be
excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the
Act

e Staff
Deferred until January meeting

33. Next meeting dates

e Monday 5" December Planning meeting 6.30pm
e Monday 19" December Planning meeting 7.30pm
e Monday 9" January 2023 Planning meeting 7.30pm
e Monday 16" January Full Council meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm
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