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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 17th October 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs P Garrett, J Cullimore, E Ferrigno, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, M 

Stayte, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Cllr H Jones, 3 parishioners 

 

1. To note apologies for absence  

County Cllr S Davies 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

One member gave information about Heritage Trees – a project being run by GCC, 

and if the Parish Council would be interested in having some to plant on the playing 

field or other locations in the parish. The parishioner will find out more about the trees 

with regards to costs and how many we could get. Clerk to liaise with parishioner 

before next meeting.  

A member asked about warm spaces and if the Parish Council are going to do 

anything on this. It was noted this was discussed at the last meeting and the Clerk is 

due to send out e-mails asking if this would be useful to people in the winter.  

Cllr P Garrett noted that at the recent NDP event, the police had asked if the Parish 

Council has a Twitter account – Clerk is due to meet with another Clerk to have a 

networking session on setting up an account. 

Cllr J Cullimore noted the number of e-mails that are sent on Mondays before a 

meeting, and not being able to have time to read them before the evening meeting, 

therefore feeling not fully prepared. Clerk stated that not all e-mails that are sent are 

needed to be read for the evening meeting, however those e-mails that are needed 

to be noted / read, Clerk will mark in the subject header. It was also noted that where 

possible e-mails relating to the meetings should be sent to the Clerk by the Thursday 

before so they could be sent out in time to read.  

 

4. To approve the meetings on 26th September 2022 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

I have no update on the TRO. 

GCC have launched film "Childhood" on the wonderful work that Foster carers can 

do. This can be found on the GCC website. 

GCC is dismayed that Stagecoach have cancelled a number of rural routes in favour 

of commercially more viable urban routes despite a £10 million subsidy from the 

Council. Work is now started to find alternative provision. 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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GCC as part of its Armed forces covenant is consulting with appropriate bodies on a 

new community hub. 

GCC is consulting on new powers to enforce moving traffic restrictions. This is a 

potential new power that would help road safety. The consultation lasts until 

November 10th. 

GCC have installed EV charging points in the Quayside Car Park in Gloucester. 

Brook Academy, a new special school for young people with social, emotional and 

mental health needs has opened in Brockworth. 

Locally the Public Rights of Way department is looking at a budget to improve 

CSL31, to improve the surface and ensure the gates are fit for purpose.  

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Changes of leadership have occurred at the Council, still with a rainbow alliance but 

with Catherine Braun, Green party, now leader of the Council.  

A meeting of full council will occur this week ensuring the council is politically 

balanced; and looking at the Cost of Living crisis; 

The current SDC Local Plan consultation seems to have had a poor mechanism of 

contact with those who originally responded, with groups / people not being notified 

of the consultation; and also SDC seemingly going against their policies of time lines 

of consulting – usually at least 6 weeks, yet this one is for only 4 weeks.  

The canal strategy is going through with some amendments to the wording being 

made by Cllr H Jones and party. The strategy doesn’t join up with the Local Plan very 

well – either the current one or emerging one.  

 

7. Clerks report  

Gigaclear still have not connected the village hall in line with the compensation 

agreement, and the Village hall are still having issues finalising the contract with 

them. Clerk has suggested that if not resolved by the end of October that the land 

agent used to obtain the compensation should be contacted to assist again.  

A Cycle and Walk event is being put on in November by SDC if Cllrs wish to attend. 

Clerk has sent out information. 

The Coronation has been announced for 6th May next year if any events wished to be 

planned for this. 

Hedge whips for the churchyard are due to arrive end Oct / beginning of November. 

Clerk to contact the school to ask if they wish to be involved in planting them. 

The next Severn Voice meeting is on Monday 21st November – Cllr M Stayte may 

attend, but noting it is on the same night as the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

• Applications: 

• S.22/2117/HHOLD 1 Rectory Farm Cottages, Shepherds Patch, Slimbridge, 

Erection of side and rear extension. 

Cllrs resolved to support this application 

• S.22/2033/HHOLD Cotswold View, St Johns Road, Slimbridge,  

Proposed front and rear two storey extensions, alterations to roof and additional 

roof windows, external insulation, new roof tiles, new and altered window 

openings and proposed garage to front garden area 

Cllrs resolved to object to this application as it is overbearing and impacts on the 

privacy of the neighbouring property. It was also noted that no notification had 

been put up either.  
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• S.22/2181/LBC & S.22/2180/HHOLD The Barn, St Johns Road, Slimbridge,  

Replacement glazed screen and door. 

Cllrs resolved to support this application 

• Permissions: 

• To note recent updated documents to the Battery Farm application at Kingston 

Road (S.22/1157/FUL) and resolve any further responses 

This was noted, with the newest documents requesting responses from Highways 

and the Fire Service. Clerk reminded Cllrs that they had requested for this 

application to go to DCC if the case officer was minded to permit. 

 

9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte  

 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

WAG members have been going through the recent consultation papers and putting 

out information to the parish. They will be putting together a response to the 

consultation to share with the Parish Council. 

 

11. To comment on Stroud District Council Local Plan consultation on additional 

documents and resolve any additional expenses if resolved consultants will be 

required to respond on behalf of the Parish Council.  

Cllrs noted the current consultation papers and commented on the traffic implications 

this causes. It was noted that due to tight timescales of the consultation, WAG had 

requested that Miles White Transport respond to the consultation and that they would 

pay for this if the Parish Council didn’t resolve to put the purchase order instead. 

Clerk had sent information out on the budget, and Cllrs resolved the monies should 

come from the budget set aside for transport consultation responses in the next 

phase, and if this is then needed to be topped up, it can be done from reserves or 

precepted for in the next budget. The consultation response cost £750.00, and Cllrs 

resolved to pay this. 

It was resolved that once the report from WAG comes out, Cllrs can read through it 

and if agree with the report, this can be top and tailed with SPC response put 

together by the Clerk, both of which will reference the Miles Whites Transport report.  

 

12. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

The Community Event held on the 23rd September was a great success and attended 

by about 70 people. Free refreshments, kindly donated were provided, and a free 

raffle was held (prizes donated by the Cotswold Gardening School and the WWT). 

Tables were taken by a number of groups including: Slimbridge Scouts, Gardening 

club, Knit and natter, Road safety group, Footpaths group, Wildlife group, Slimbridge 

church, Severn bites, Verges Group, BVCANN, WWT, Severn Trent, Gloucestershire 

Police (Including the Police and Crime Commissioner) 

A presentation was given on the status of the NDP, including plans for the Regulation 

14 consultation. The presentation can be found on the Slimbridge Parish website.  

Only one question was formally asked: “If any money is left over from the Locality 

grant can it be used for other local causes?” Unfortunately the money can only be 

used for the NDP work. 

Attendees were asked to place a sticker on a voting poster with their response to the 

plan. 42 were positive and 1 negative. 
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Several attendees suggested that the event was a success and should be repeated 

on a regular basis with different themes to keep residents up to date. 

The draft of the NDP submitted to SDC for comment and to determine whether 

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment were 

required. SDC estimate a reply due 26 October to 9 November. 

The outline format for the published version of the NDP has been agreed. 

Most of the evidence base is now complete. Minor updates are required. 

First drafts of most of the documents for the Regulation 14 consultation are complete. 

The project is on schedule and cost. 

Date of next Steering Group Meeting is the 8th November 2022. 

Cllrs thanked D Thombs for the work the NDP group are doing 

 

13. Highways 

• To receive Highways updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure 

Cllr M Stayte cut back all the weeds on the road around the Dursley Road 

entrance. 

Cllr M Stayte looked at the Troy Town sign post, this needs a bit of TLC with a 

letter ‘T’ needing to be replaced, and the wooden sign needing painting. Cllrs 

were happy for Cllr M Stayte to carry out this work.  

A broken drain at Tyning Crescent was reported. 

A parishioner had put together draft costs of what it could be to do up the 

unofficial parking bays in Ryalls Lane and asked if this could be considered. This 

was noted and saying that the boundary of this area was being investigated a 

while ago but with no response. Clerk to follow up with Highways to find out the 

boundaries of Highways land, ditches and landowner. The project could then be 

considered with Highways, but any contractor used would have to meet 

Highways criteria, and this would likely bump up any proposed costs put together 

doing it otherwise. Clerk to look into this and liaise with the Highways manager in 

November.  

• To receive double yellow TRO updates at St Johns Road and the Patch and 

resolve any response / actions 

No further information, reports are expected by the end of October. 

It was noted that Highways work has started on the kerbs and verge at the Patch 

car park, despite this not due to start until November. Cllr P Garrett to take 

photos and Clerk to follow this up with the Highways manager in November.  

• To receive quote for works on Slimbridge entrance hedge 

Cllr P Garrett due to meet with the farmer to look at the works. 

  

14. To receive updates for Community Cameras and resolve continued actions 

Clerk had spoken with the Highways rep dealing with the GCC funded cameras, he is 

due to meet with the police on Thursday to clarify the location, after which it is hoped 

the Parish Council will be able to get the camera.  

Clerk is putting together the Solar Farm funding application for the other camera to 

be located in St Johns Road / Tyning Crescent but noting that the cost of this could 

go up. However, the Clerk has also spoke to the manufacturer and they may be able 

to hold the cost if the order is put in straight after if the funding is approved, therefore 

if successful the Parish Council could put an order in for the camera in November. 

  

15. To receive updates on funding for Patch Car Park surfacing  

Despite e-mails, Clerk still has not heard from SDC to have a meeting about applying 

for the funding. Clerk asked Cllr H Jones if he could assist in getting a response.  
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16. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

Reports had been circulated and a member gave an update on the recent meetings 

attended and the letters sent out to the MP, GCC Cllrs and cabinet members and 

also GCC officers dealing with the current policy.  

• To resolve the purchase of a banner for the playing field entrance on 20 is Plenty 

A design had been circulated and the cost of the banner would be under £40. 

Expenditure was approved for the banner for a maximum of £40. 

 

17. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions 

Cllrs were still disappointed that no site meeting was being given by the Water 

Engineer at SDC. An online meeting has been offered so they can show various 

technical reports. Clerk and Cllrs have offered the date of 27th October for this and 

still waiting for a reply – Cllr H Jones to organise. Cllrs still believe that a site meeting 

is more important and will be required to understand the nature of the problem.  

 

18. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

• To consider part funding a kissing gate at CSL8  

Cllr P Garrett to raise the costs of the gate with the farmer noting the discounts 

that will be given from Public Rights of Way and that the Parish Council could 

also contribute too.  

 

19. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions and expenditure 

No report. 

• To consider the resurfacing of the pathway from the road to the main church door 

and resolve actions on this 

Cllr E Ferrigno had looked at the footpath and it is in need of attention. One quote 

has already been sourced, and a parishioner has offered a small donation. Clerk 

to obtain two more quotes. This can then be considered by Cllrs whether to add 

to the precept, or look at grants  

• To receive any updates on the Church yard boundary trees 

Clerk has contacted the owner of the tree overhanging the churchyard and 

waiting for a response.  

 

20. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The tank cleaning report has been received and circulated. The bi-annual risk 

assessment has been carried out and a report is due.  

It was asked if it could be found out when the cricket nets are due to come down 

and the hosepipe put away. Cllr J Cullimore to find out.  

Cllr A Butcher noted her recent meeting with the police and the recent vandalism 

incident on the playing field being closed before being properly looked into. This 

could be re-opened for the police to look at the CCTV images as it was deemed 

they were clear photos to use. 

• To discuss proposed work on Legion building and access impacts to the playing 

field and resolve actions 

The Legion have asked for the small gate to be locked to the playing field with the 

main gate being left open for access whilst they carry out pointing work on the 

end of the Legion. Concern was had of leaving the main gate open as it risks 

vehicles getting on to the playing field unauthorised. A suggestion of removing a 
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single fence panel was made, which would allow parishioners to access the 

playing field but not vehicles. Clerk to contact Legion and ask for 48 hours’ notice 

to be given for this to be done.  

 

21. To review SDC Draft Town and Parish Charter and make any comments 

This was noted and no further comments to be added.  

 

22. To review the recent procedures on death of a Royal figure and consider 

updates, changes etc for future policy, including purchase of new condolence 

book 

It was felt that all went well in terms of what the Parish Council did. The condolences 

book was well used, and this will be archived with a letter sent to Buckingham 

Palace. A new one to be purchased in the coming months to have available for 

future. 

The policy to be updated with information on who to contact for the Proclamation 

reading etc so as to invite other groups such as the Scouts. 

 

23. To review the charges for Roselea’s use of Village hall car park 

Clerk had contacted the company with the suggested increase, and is waiting a reply 

 

24. To receive updates on a volunteer ‘thank you’ evening in December 

A list of volunteers had been sent out, Cllrs to check if anyone has been missed. 

Clerk to send out invites and circulate a food list for Cllrs to fill out with food they can 

bring.  

 

25. To discuss the Christmas tree lighting on Cambridge Green and authorise 

plans and costs. 

Rocket Rentals were unable to commit until nearer the time if they would be able to 

give free hire to the group to put the lights up. Cllr P Garrett to try to ascertain a date 

from the group when would be best to put the lights up. Clerk to find out costs of 

hiring a cherry picker if it means one can be secured for the date.  

 

26. To nominate new member and note meeting date of Community Advice Panel 

One member of the public had put themselves forward to come on the CAP, Clerk to 

notify them and the dates of the meeting. CAP to meet on Monday 14th November.  

 

27. To receive reports from Police meeting attended by Cllr A Butcher. 

Cllr A Butcher had a successful meeting with the police to get more police presence / 

communication in the parish. A report on this had been circulated.  

 

28. To discuss procedures for when the Clerk is on annual leave 

It was commented on how to continue to receive important information whilst the 

Clerk was on annual leave. To date it has never been too much of a problem but 

noted recently with the Local Plan consultation. Discussion was had on having an out 

of office on the emails, and phone, and ensuring Cllr contacts are directed to if 

needed. The Parish Council could consider a locum Clerk to ensure e-mails are sent 

out and anything important tended to; GAPTC have a list of locums if this was to be 

considered. Individual Cllrs could not have the lap top as this would be against data 

protection. Clerk to put together a potential policy for this for Cllrs to consider going 

forward. 
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29. To resolve 2023 meeting dates 

These were noted, although the first May bank holiday could be open to change due 

the Coronation. Clerk to have the dates booked in with the village hall. 

 

30. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated 

• To set a budget working party date for initial discussions on budget and reviewing 

of strategic plan 

It was resolved to hold the working meeting after the planning meeting on 

Monday 7th November 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension £ 1,714.21 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 46.00 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 256.00 

Slimbridge Village 
Hall 

Hire of venue £ 300.00 

W.E.T. Cleaning of pavilion water tank £ 560.40 

Berkeley 
Trustees 

Patch Car park lease £ 875.00 

Place Studio  NDP works £ 873.00 

 

31. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 7th November Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 21st November Full Council meeting  7.30pm 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm 

 

 


