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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 26th September 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllr M Stayte as Chairman, Cllrs E Ferrigno, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, Clerk - 

Helen Dunn, 2 parishioners 

One minute of silence was observed at the beginning of the meeting in memory of Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

1. To note apologies for absence  

Cllrs P Garrett and J Cullimore, District Cllr H Jones, County Cllr S Davies 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

• Parishioner mentioned about verge damage and if the Parish Council could have 

a policy on managing this. Clerk to look into it but noted the Parish Council would 

have limited powers (similar to that that with overhanging trees etc). Also could 

this be included in the annual farmers letter to be mindful of verges in farm 

vehicles.   

• The Church have asked about resurfacing of the path from the road to the main 

door. Cllrs to look at this and put on next agenda for discussion 

• E-mail correspondence was noted that the Council have been copied into in 

relation to Gossington waste depot and impacts on a neighbouring residential 

house 

• Noted anonymous e-mail received to the Council with regards to activities one 

evening at the Legion Social Club. No action to be taken. 

 

4. To approve the meetings on 15th August and 5th September 2022 as a true 

record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service received 1,300 Emergency Calls during the 

Heatwave and successfully protected properties across the County. 

• I have chased the TPO and believe they have at least kept you updated on progress. 

• The Consultation on the new policy on Road Safety has completed and we await the 

results. 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

• Local Plan. Numerous updated documents have been published plus two new 

relating to highways and specifically junctions 12 and 14 of the M5. The 

inspectors have requested that SDC go through a four-week consultation with 

statutory consultees and groups on these changes (I do not think this will be a full 

public consultation). Responses will need to be analysed/assessed/reported 

etc. The originally planned inspection Oct/Nov now likely to be early next year. 

• Water Resources. The PC wanted to meet with Tom Barrett to discuss his 

findings and plans following the visit he made. I have spoken with Tom again. He 

proposes a virtual meeting and wants to prepare some documentation and 

information to describe his findings and plan. He has a great deal on at present 

and proposes a meeting some time from mid-October.  

 

7. Clerks report  

• A request (between parish council meetings) from the Black Shed for usage of 

the Patch Car Park out of hours for a one off request was refused due to lack of 

time to consider this, concerns of setting a precedence and the need for the lines 

to be down before considerations can be given to additional usage. Cllr A Durkin 

asked if the ANPR company can be approached to ask about conditions of 

changing use for one off events on the car park and if this impacts the contract.  

• Operation London Bridge for the Queen’s passing went well in what the Parish 

was able to organise and put together. The condolence book has been collected 

and will be archived with a letter being sent to Buckingham Palace. To consider 

updates to future policies in relation to death of royalty members at next meeting. 

• Cllr A Butcher to meet with Inspector Paul Cruise this Wednesday to discuss 

community policing in the parish.  

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte  

• Applications: 

• S.22/1999/TPO TPO 457, Yew Tree House, Churchend, Slimbridge.  

(1) Large Yew tree at the front - Reduce the overall height to leave the tree 

approximately 8.0m tall, reduce the crown spread all round to leave a radial 

crown spread of approximately 4.5m & prune to clear the adjacent buildings 

by approximately 2.0m.  

(2) Group of Yews beyond the drive area - Crown raise over access route to the 

orchard to approximately 5.0m above ground level (approximately 6 branches 

to be removed). 

Cllrs resolved to support the application. 

• Permissions: 

o S.22/0985/FUL Hurst Farm Tyndale Road Slimbridge 

Change of use of a range of traditional agricultural buildings to Class E 

(commercial use (administration, offices and sales with ancillary yard 

area) and associated operational works 

o S.22/1689/DISCON Newhouse Farm, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge, 

Discharge of Condition 3 (Beechwood's SAC) of permitted application 

S.21/1541/FUL 

o S.22/1332/HHOLD Camplepit Court, Churchend, Slimbridge, 

Erection of rear two storey extension 
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9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

WAG will be waiting for the release of documents from SDC that will be open for 

consultation in the coming week. WAG will give updates on this to Cllrs. 

 

11. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

After considerable discussion a form of words was agreed for the “Strategic Sites 

Priority Statement”. 

Draft Priority Statement - Strategic Development in Slimbridge Parish 

In accordance with paragraph 30 of the NPPF, the Parish Council requires all 

development within Slimbridge Parish, including any strategic development, to take 

full account of, and fully address the complete scope of planning policies and 

practical projects included in this Neighbourhood Plan. 

Proposals for development on any land allocated for strategic development in the 

Stroud District Local Plan will be required to demonstrate how they have contributed 

positively towards the Vision and Objectives of the Slimbridge Neighbourhood Plan. 

Proposals for development on any land allocated for strategic development in the 

Stroud District Local Plan will be required to include a meaningful response to pre-

application engagement, undertaken in accordance with Neighbourhood Plan Policy 

SD2: Pre-Application Engagement Protocol, and the requirements of paragraphs 39-

42 of the NPPF. 

The draft of the NDP was submitted to SDC on the 14th September for comment and 

to determine whether Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation 

Assessment were required. SDC estimate 6-8 weeks to complete the task. 

Most of the evidence base is now complete. Minor updates are required. 

On the 23rd September the NDP will be introduced to the Parish at a Community 

Event. Feedback to the Parish Council will be provided orally on the 26th September. 

Planning is now underway for the Regulation 14 consultation 

The project is on schedule and cost. 

 

The NDP open event was well attended with approx. 60 – 70 parishioners, along with 

a number of community tables such as Knit and Natter, Gardening club, Scouts, 

STW, WWT and the Police van outside. Overall response was in favour of the NDP  

 

12. Highways 

• To receive Highways updates, report on matters, resolve actions / expenditure 

o Cllr M Stayte will assess the current condition of Troy Town sign, and Cllrs 

noted that they may need to budget for its maintenance in future. 

o Kerb and verge build up work at the Patch car park has been delayed due 

to discovering cables and services in the area, therefore this is now likely 

to occur in November.  

o To note all weed spraying did occur in accordance with the map sent with 

the purchase order, however confusion may have been had by the Clerk 

on maps received and whether they were for road sweeping or weed 

killing as Cllr A Butcher pointed out the island at Dursley Road / A38 also 

needed doing and hadn’t been. Clerk to check on maps and this can be 

included in a weed spray for March.  
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• To receive double yellow TRO updates at St Johns Road and the Patch and 

resolve any response / actions 

Upheld objections have been received at GCC therefore they now need to 

complete a comprehensive report before works can be carried out. This is likely 

to be done towards the end of October. Cllrs have asked if they can have a copy 

of the objections.  

• To receive updates on Tyning Crescent tree 

Clerk to liaise with Cllr P Garrett on the purchase of up to £50 for this. 

• To receive quote for works on Slimbridge entrance hedge 

Cllr P Garrett to meet with farmer to discuss the works before a quote is given 

• To note recent verge damage in the Parish and discuss any actions 

Recent damage was reported to the Parish Council from a large vehicle mounting 

the verge. Clerk to report to Highways, and as discussed earlier to look into what 

policy could be put together. 

 

13. To receive updates for Community Cameras and resolve continued actions 

Clerk continues to chase the camera applied for through the GCC funding scheme. 

The highways person is now waiting for confirmation from the police on the location 

at Kingston Road and then we can have the camera.  

• To resolve SPC solar fund application for costs for ANPR camera 

Cllrs resolved to apply for funding for an ANPR camera to be located at Tyning 

Crescent. Clerk to complete. 

 

14. To receive updates on funding for Patch Car Park surfacing  

Clerk continues to chase up for a meeting on this. 

 

15. To receive Slimbridge Road Safety Group report; resolve actions / expenditure 

The Road Safety Group submitted a response for the GCC Road Safety policy both 

as a group and as individuals.  

It was also reported on the GCC Environment Scrutiny Committee that met noting 

various concerns that were mentioned. The Slimbridge Road Safety Group will meet 

in due course to discuss this and try to contact someone where this can be raised. 

Overall it seemed to come across that GCC do not have sufficient resources to carry 

out their policy.  

20 is Plenty – another initiative being supported by GCC but with limited tools to 

promote this.  

Slimbridge Road Safety Group would like for another banner to be purchased to be 

put on the posts on the Playing Field car park entrance. This to go on the next 

agenda. The banner by the school has been put back up for school term times.  

Letters have been delivered to the Parish to update everyone on the group and 

information was also available at the NDP event, with wheelie bin stickers available 

promoting either 20 is Plenty or slowing down of speed. 

 

16. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions 

Cllrs noted the report from Cllr H Jones but would still wish to have a site meeting 

with the Water Engineer from SDC instead of the proposed virtual meeting being 

suggested as it was felt things could be seen better on site pointing out the various 

issues that occur.  

• To note Flood Warden Scheme being introduced by SDC / GRCC 

Clerk is promoting this.  
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17. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

• To receive and resolve costs for additional equipment for footpath clearances. 

o Anti-slip pads for stiles  

These are £9 each. Cllrs resolved a budget of £90 for Clerk to order 10.  

o Hedge strimming attachment / new strimmer 

A revised solution is being looked at by the footpath working group and 

will be discussed at their meeting on 13th October, with a report going to 

council next month.  

• To consider part funding a kissing gate at CSL8  

Clerk still waiting for costs of a kissing gate, then Cllr P Garrett can discuss this 

with the landowner.  

 

18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions and expenditure  

Clerk has undertook some training on the new software and is inputting data for 

the cemetery. Clerk has liaised with the local funeral directors on procedures and 

all paperwork coming into the Clerk.  

Progress has been made with the Diocese who are happy with the tomb report, 

and once their heritage advice has been received, Clerk to put together a tender 

for the works to go out.  

• To review and confirm updates to Cemetery Rules and Regulations 

Clerk and Cllr E Ferrigno met at the cemetery to go through the rules and 

regulations and update them accordingly. The updated rules were agreed by all 

Cllrs and Clerk to put a note on the cemetery gate, for 3 months, alerting to all 

that glass jars etc will be removed for the safety and maintenance of the 

cemetery in accordance with the rules. It was noted that all users of the cemetery 

must have a copy of the rules before burials take place so as they can be 

adhered to with a signed paper saying it has been received.  

 

19. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The pavilion tank has been cleaned, thermometer has been purchased and the 

bi-annual legionella risk assessment is due in October.  

 

20. To receive tree work quotes and information on boundary trees in the 

churchyard; resolve actions / costs on this 

Cllrs resolved for tree works to the majority of areas costing £1200. Cllr G Storey to 

look at Village Green tree in relation to a ratchet strap holding up a branch. Additional 

works on a tree that is in the neighbouring boundary of the church will need to have 

contact with the owner to carry out the works. Clerk to contact them and point out 

information in their land registry details that they are responsible for the trees.  

Clerk to also send them the tree report.  

 

21. To review policies and resolve fit for purpose: Data Protection – General privacy 

Statement, Retention and Disposal, Social media and electronic communication.  

Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose. 
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22. To discuss options for a ‘Warm Space’ venue over the winter 

Whilst noting this could be a beneficial idea, it was suggested to put it in the next e-

mails and face book posts asking if people would use warm spaces if they were 

available.  

 

23. To review the charges for Roselea’s use of Village hall car park 

The cost of rent from Roselea has been the same for numerous years. Clerk to 

contact them with a suggested increase and this to go on the agenda next month. 

 

24. To resolve a volunteer ‘thank you’ evening in December 

It was resolved to go ahead with a volunteer thank you evening, aiming for 5th 

December at 7.30, and if the planning meeting is required, it could be bought forward 

to an earlier time. Cllrs would provide food, Clerk to put a list together for numbers.  

 

25. To discuss the Christmas tree lighting on Cambridge Green and authorise 

expenditure. 

A document had been sent with proposals for putting the lighting up. The Parish 

Council has a budget of £200 maximum, and this is to be relayed to the group. This 

may have to be spent on securing a cherry picker, but the Clerk will contact Rocket 

Rentals again to see if free usage could be gained.  

 

26. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and approved. 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Cllr A Butcher would like to see some form of tick list of the works that are carried 

out by the maintenance person. After discussion it was resolved to ask Cllr P 

Garrett to look into this. Clerk to liaise and look at a tick list.  

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension £ 1,714.21 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, mileage,  £ 68.40 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 320.00 

Town and parish 
Council websites 

Website maintenance and hosting £ 230.00 

D Davies Verge cutting £ 645.95 

Complete weed 
control (North 
Wessex) Ltd 

Weed spraying £ 216.00 

Tree 
Maintenance 

Tree surveys £ 708.00 

Edge IT Epitaph cemetery software £ 469.68 

A Butcher NDP expenses £ 47.40 

Cam printers NDP posters £ 18.00 

Land Registry Land registry search £ 6.00 payment 
made by SPC card 

Hamilton Gas 
Products Ltd 

Pavilion thermometer £ 76.94 payment 
made by SPC card 

 

27. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 17th October Full Council meeting  7.30pm 


