LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n "FOUNDATION

Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting,
at 7.30pm on Monday 18" July 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs J Cullimore, A Durkin, E Ferrigno, M Stayte, A Butcher,
G Storey, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Clir H Jones, 2 parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
County ClIr S Davies

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes

o The Village hall is due to improve its sound system and install a hearing loop

o A ClIr recently visited a battery farm during a construction phase — it was part
working and it was noted that there was a constant drone noise coming from the
working part. It was also noted the amount of construction required to install the
battery storage, with a significant amount of soil removal.

e Aresident presented an idea of the parish having QR codes at points of interest
in the parish, and as a means of communicating events and activities, and
promoting information. Clerk to circulate the document and this to be on the
agenda in August

4. To approve the meetings on 20" June 2022 as a true record
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record

5. To receive report from County Clir S Davies
GCC moving forward with installation of 1000 on street electric vehicle charging
points over the next 3 years.
The GCC Road Safety policy is released for consultation.

6. To receive areport from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green

e Areas from Tyndale Road to the Slimbridge roundabout pavement have been
cleared.

¢ A new Monitoring Officer is due to be appointed this week

o District Clirs to get a small pay rise, agreed by the renumeration panel

e Clir H Jones has commented on the current battery storage application and
requested further information. It is noted that WWT has also objected.

e A new senior enforcement planning officer has been appointed
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¢ An e-mail due to come out from the District Cllrs with regards to the Canal strategy
consultation and the flaws within this. It is planned to involve the MP.

7. Clerks report

o Clerk continues to receive e-mails in relation to microsoft accounts set up when
hacked, these should stop soon as no payments are being made due to the card
being cancelled. The compensation of £100 from Microsoft has not materialised,
despite chasing it up.

¢ Play equipment was vandalised last week. Clerk has found evidence of this on
the CCTV and will report to the police. Discussion was had on publishing the
photos, but there are GDPR issues around this, hence why only sending
evidence to the police, and they could release this.

¢ Uley Greenway updates from local parishioner — long covid has prevented recent
meetings. A petition for this has been circulated. The Greenway group declined to
meet with @Social with regards to Wisloe but will get involved if the development
goes through so as to have the Greenway included in any plans.

8. Planning applications
CliIrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte
e Applications:
o S.22/1383/FUL Lynwood, Tyndale Road, Slimbridge,
Erection of agricultural building
Clirs resolved to support this application
o Permissions:
o S.22/0937/HHOLD Homeleigh Bristol Road Cambridge
Erection of single storey rear extension to replace existing workshop

9. Next planning team:
Clirs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin

10. To review SDC Draft Planning Enforcement Plan and make comments.
Overall generic comments were made on this. These were that the plan doesn’t
seem to have enough strength to carry out enforcements. The policy needs to work
and therefore needs to adhere to what it states to gain strength. It is noted that
Slimbridge ClIrs receive complaints about planning issues, but when reported to
SDC, we get no responses and have to constantly chase. The timescales should also
be included on the flow chart. The timescales MUST be kept to, otherwise confidence
will continue to be lost in the system. There must be clear status on applications /
complaints so as there is clear action to progress the enforcement or not. Make
better use of the court system. Can the back log of current work be offloaded to
another district council in the short term until this is reduced.
Clerk to send off response.

11. To receive areport from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC
No report
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12. To receive areport on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and
resolve any actions / expenditure
The Tourism and Traffic SPC Working Group met for the first time on the 5 July. A
draft of the Tourism planning policy has been circulated and was discussed at the
meeting.
The first complete draft of the NDP has been circulated.
A meeting was held with Sarah Walker of GRCC to discuss the NDP and GRCC
Housing Needs Surveys, the decision not to issue a “call for sites” and that the NDP
would follow a criteria-led housing development policy: “This approach would not
identify specific areas or land for development but would comprise a planning policy
setting out locally specific criteria that any future housing development would need to
meet.”
The meeting did not result in any specific actions, except to send the draft NDP to
GRCC.
The modified Village Design Statement is almost complete.
An event is being planned for September to introduce the NDP to the Parish.
Planning is now underway for the Regulation 14 consultation.
The project is on schedule and cost.
Date of next Steering Group Meeting is 3™ August 2022.

Discussion of the parish newsletter and how it has come about through consultations
that information about parish events and activities still isn’t known to everyone. An
idea of having the newsletter printed in a different colour was suggested so as to
catch the eye of the reader, this would not be any additional charge. Clerk to ask
editor if this can be arranged, and perhaps a different colour for each edition.

e To resolve to book the Village Hall for a consultation event on the draft NDP and
to resolve a budget to include refreshments
The Village hall has been booked for 23" September from 3 — 9 to hold the first
initial consultation event on the draft plan. Discussion was had on refreshments
and budgeting for this. Clir H Jones and Clir M Stayte both donated cash of £50
each (direct to the group) for the NDP group to purchase wine and nibbles for the
event. It is hoped to include businesses to attend the event and hold a raffle.

e To note the first draft of the NDP_and to make any initial comments.
This was only received at the end of last week, and therefore will be on the next
agenda as lack of time for it to be read.

13. Highways

e To receive Highways updates — report on matters — resolve actions / expenditure
Reports of overhanging vegetation from properties. It was resolved for the Clerk
and ClIr M Stayte to drive round the parish in August and send letters to
households where hedges need cutting back.
A tree branch is overhanging a footpath on Dursley Road / A38 junction. Clerk
informed that this has been noted by the Verge management group and they will
be dealing with it. The householder has also been notified and given permission
for the branch to be cut off.
The Glow worms seem to be slowly recovering, despite the verges being cut
back by IDB.
The road has been marked out at the Patch car park, presumably for the kerbing
/ verge build up.

Signed / date pg. 910



e To receive TRO updates for the double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the
Patch and resolve any response / actions
No response to e-mails sent over the past couple of weeks

e To receive areport from meeting with police on ANPR updates.
Current Community Cameras as part of the trial of automated letters are going
well. Hopefully once the community camera is in place at Slimbridge, this should
be up and running smoothly.

e To receive information of cut down tree in Tyning Crescent and resolve actions.
No response, Clerk to follow up

14. To receive updates on Community Camera fund and resolve continued actions
Clerk met with the camera company and engineers who would install the post and
connect the electricity. Quotes have now been received for this. SDC have given
permission for the post to be installed. Further funding required to the value of just
under £6,000. This could be applied for through the Solar Farm fund, or County
Highways fund. Clerk still waiting for confirmation on the funding from GCC and
whether this will be as finance or a given community camera (although spec not yet
known).

15. To receive updates on funding for Patch Car Park surfacing
No report

16. To receive report from Slimbridge Road Safety Group, resolve actions /
expenditure
The group have written to the MP after a news article of her supporting the 20mph
and mentioning Slimbridge for this.
The working group met recently to discuss best ways of continuing promoting 20 is
Plenty.

17. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions
The water engineer from SDC has been in touch but continues to state a site meeting
is not necessary, however Clirs feel that it is required as work does need doing on
Lighten Brook to unblock the overgrowth of vegetation. Clir H Jones to follow this up
with the engineer.

18. Footpaths —to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure
Covid has prevented recent working parties, however a meeting is due in a couple of
weeks to discuss ongoing progress of the footpaths upkeep.

19. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard

e To receive updates on Heritage Lottery Funding bid
No report

e To resolve costs for IT software for cemetery management
Clirs authorised expenditure of upgrade to current device and 5 year contract with
Edge IT for mapping and data storage for cemetery and churchyard
management. Clerk to check that the data will remain with the PC should after 5
years this is not continued.
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20. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion

e To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure
The pavilion tank clean has been ordered with the company who carries out the
Legionella risk assessment. Clerk has also enquired about training and having an
annual visit to carry our works the Council are unable to do.

e To discuss the Management of playing field and pavilion over the next 6 months,
and resolve any expenditure for equipment that may be required
Clerk and ClIr P Garrett to meet with the maintenance man to discuss managing
the works over the next 6 months during sick leave. To confirm a date to do
works and if unable the Council will be able to consider cover.

e To receive report from Users meeting and resolve actions including any revision
to the rent and hire charges.
Clerk and ClIrs P Garrett and J Cullimore met with the cricket club and football
club (Cam Wanderers) to discuss the contract and potential rent.
Both users are happy with contract, therefore no changes proposed. Other
football clubs that have been enquiring about the pitch hire, who were part of
Slimbridge FC are now no longer interested.
Clerk sent out information on potential costs for the running of the pavilion looking
at potential price increases. This is difficult to judge even using pre-covid figures
as adjustments have been made to the heating of water as it is now on a timer
only heating at weekends.
A suggestion from Clirs P Garrett and J Cullimore was a 10% increase on the
fees. Both clubs currently pay £750 per year, this will therefore increase to £825 if
agreed by full council. Both clubs would be able to accommodate this increase.
All Clirs resolved to accept this proposal
Current hire charges have recently been reviewed. Clir J Cullimore mentioned
that some people would be interested in hiring the pavilion for children’s parties
etc but feel that the table and chairs etc are not suitable. Consideration of putting
the Pavilion revamp project up the priority list and applying for funding for new
table and chairs and also the kitchen upgrade. Friends of Slimbridge School
would be happy to help with some useful suggestions of what would be good to
have in place.

21. To receive tree assessment report and resolve actions / costs on this
Purchase order has gone in, no date as of yet as to when a survey will be carried out.
It was noted that the tree behind the pavilion needs to be looked at and whether it
needs removing as it does cause issues with the neighbour.

22. To review policies and resolve fit for purpose: Publication scheme, Training and
Community Engagement.
Clirs resolved the policies remain fit for purpose

23. To receive updates on bus shelter project and resolve any further expenditure
There is enough donated paint to complete one more bus shelter. A parishioner is
willing to wash it all down and another parishioner is due to paint a murmuration on
the back wall.

24.To resolve costs for weedkilling on the Patch car park
It was felt safer to obtain a quote for a contractor to carry out this work.
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25. To resolve allocation of donations from remaining Jubilee mugs
It was resolved that the money from the mugs should go to the school so as the

funds stay local within the parish.

26. Accounts
Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence
e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
This was circulated and approved at the meeting
e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension £1,714.21

Helen Dunn Expenses — utilities, phone, mileage, £ 81.00

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 256.00

P Garrett Play area and Churchyard expenses £ 95.21

CPRE Annual membership £ 36.00
27. Next meeting dates

e Monday 1% August Planning meeting 7.30pm

e Monday 15" August Full Council meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm
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