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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Annual Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 16th May 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs J Cullimore, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, E Ferrigno, 

M Stayte, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Cllr H Jones 

1. To elect the Chairman 

Cllr M Stayte proposed Cllr P Garrett to remain as Chairman, seconded by Cllr J 

Cullimore, all in favour. Cllr P Garrett accepted. 

 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

Book was signed 

 

3. To elect a Vice-Chairman 

Cllr P Garrett proposed Cllr J Cullimore to remain as Vice Chairman, seconded by 

Cllr A Durkin, all in favour. Cllr J Cullimore accepted. 

 

4. Cllrs to confirm their Declarations of Interest are up to date. 

Clerk to send out papers for Cllrs to complete. 

 

5. To note apologies for absence 

County Cllr S Davies 

 

6. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

Cllr J Cullimore – pecuniary interest – planning application S.22/0976/AFPA 

Newhouse Farm 

 

7. Public 10 minutes 

St Johns Church PCC enquired about applying for Solar Farm funds for a new 

church toilet, due to this being building works, the Parish Council would not have the 

legal powers to allow this due to old legislation. 

It was thought there may be a person living in a van in the area, Clerk to refer to 

Neighbourhood Warden to investigate. 

 

8. To appoint members to the following roles: 

• Playing Field Working Group – Cllrs J Cullimore and P Garrett 

• Village Hall Management Group – Cllr A Durkin 

• Overseeing planning issues – Cllr J Cullimore 

• Footpaths – Cllrs G Storey and A Butcher 

• Highways – Cllr M Stayte 

• Trees and Green issues – Cllr E Ferrigno 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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• Rosie’s Wood – Cllr P Garrett 

• Snow Warden – Cllr J Cullimore 

• Cemetery – Cllrs E Ferrigno and P Garrett 

• Parochial Church Council – Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Severn Voice representative – Cllr M Stayte 

• Road Safety working group – Cllr A Butcher 

• Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllrs A Butcher and P Garrett 

 

9. Solar Farm Community Advice Panel 

• To appoint 2 Cllrs to CAP  

Cllrs A Durkin and J Cullimore 

• To advertise for a new parishioner member 

Clerk to put notice in the newsletter 

• To review policies and ensure fit for purpose 

Cllrs reviewed the policies and resolved they continue to be fit for purpose 

• To set dates for applications to open and the CAP to meet to resolve applications 

Applications open 1st August 

Application deadline 21st October 

CAP meeting 14th November 

SPC decision 21st November 

Funds paid by January 2023 

 

10. To approve the meetings on 25th April and 9th May 2022 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

11. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

No report 

 

12. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Last full District Council meeting discussed removing the Blackboy clock in Stroud 

and some street name changes. 

A proposal for 20mph limit in built up and residential areas across the district has 

been supported. 

Government monies for Council tax rebates for bands A-D has still not started at 

SDC but is imminent to go out.  

Planning and enforcement issues – the team is aware that this department is not 

rated highly currently. Shortage of staff due to difficulty in recruiting, although salary 

has now been made better for the role. SDC looking at how enforcement is applied, 

will be come less negotiation periods and there will be a point where action will be 

taken and not dragged out. New software is being put in place to accommodate this 

and will allow all parties to be updated throughout the process with regular feedback. 

The Head of planning is hoping to get the department to a higher standard over time.  

 

13. Clerks report  

Since last Tuesday the Parish Council Microsoft account has been hacked leaving no 

access to e-mails for receiving or sending. This issue is continuing with the Clerk 

liaising with Microsoft to fix, however this is taking longer than anticipated. Clerk has 

had to cancel personal credit card.  

Clerk recommended to Cllrs for the Parish Council to apply for a debit card in the 

council name rather than using Clerk’s credit card. Clerk also recommended that the 
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IT company who set up the Microsoft accounts have control of these, quote has been 

received for just over £400 per annum, so as issues like this can be dealt with by the 

company instead. This expenditure can be done under Clerk’s emergency delegated 

powers to put through as soon as e-mails are back up and running.  

Additional security will also be put in place with Microsoft to reduce the risk of this 

happening again.  

Work load for Clerk has been affected by having to get this fixed plus the 

inconvenience of own credit card cancellation, no access to e-mails and the potential 

risk of a data breach which will have to be checked once back on line.  

Cllrs supported Clerks recommendations.  

 

14. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

• Applications: 

• S.22/0976/AFPA Newhouse Farm, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge,  

Installation of 75'x25' agricultural shed. 

Cllr J Cullimore left the room  

Cllrs supported this application. 

Cllr J Cullimore re-entered meeting 

• S.22/0937/HHOLD Homeleigh, Bristol Road, Cambridge,  

Erection of single storey rear extension to replace existing workshop 

Cllrs supported this application and also requested a condition for no parking or 

blocking of the access during construction by vehicles, unless unloading.  

• S.22/0970/HHOLD Walnut House, Bristol Road, Cambridge,  

Erection of single storey side/front extension and front porch overhang 

Cllrs supported the application 

• Permissions: 

 

15. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte  

 

16. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

No report  

 

17. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

No report 

• To receive any updates on allotments search 

No updates 

 

18. Highways 

• To receive TRO updates for the double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any response / actions 

No report 

• To receive updates on the planning application for change of conditions at the 

Patch car park to allow overnight parking 

No report 
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• To receive report on Highway matters; resolve any actions / expenditure 

Clerk and Cllr M Stayte met with local highways manager. Dursley Road / A38 

was looked at but this will only remain on the list to be monitored for now as the 

cracking of tarmac and dip in the road is not sufficient to be a safety hazard. This 

will be put on the list for 2023 to be patched.  

Road signs that have been identified as needing attention will be repaired over 

the next 12 months 

Weeds at entrance to St Johns Road could be addressed through an application 

via Build Back Better funding through Cllr S Davies. Clerk to apply once a quote 

has been received from highways manager. 

Island on A38/Dursley Road – needs clarification if verge working group are to 

maintain this or if not it is to be cut by Highways for visibility. 

• To receive a report from meeting with police on ANPR updates.  

The report had been circulated and a recent webinar had taken place from the 

Police and Police Crime Commissioner supporting reduced speeding using a 

variety of methods. They have also contracted a researcher who will look into the 

impact of speeding and the methods being used to reduce it, therefore sharing 

the data from the VAS will be useful to her. Cllrs in support of this.  

 

19. To receive information of the grant funding from the Police Crime 

Commissioner and resolve next actions for a Community Camera 

Funding: £1,500 grant gained from PCC fund, current budget £2695.  

Quote for ANPR received - Cost of camera £7995.00.  

There will also be a cost for installing a new post and connecting this to electricity.  

Also cost for installation of the camera, (and afterwards an annual maintenance cost 

– to be precepted in future years.)  

Costs for having letters sent out automatically via the police – 50pence per letter @ 

50per month = £25.00 per month. Depending on how soon we get this installed will 

dictate this year’s cost for this.  

Clerk has e-mailed the police team who will be the ones to authorise the location, 

and then working with contractors for the post and connection with someone 

organising the installation of the camera.  

Further funding could come from Cllr Stephen Davies Highways fund, Solar Farm 

fund (noting this won’t be available until the end of the year, which may have an 

impact on quotes), and Clerk will look for other funding opportunities too. Monies 

from the PCC needs to be spent within the financial year.  

 

20. To receive reports on Patch Car Park surfacing, resolve actions / expenditure 

3 quotes have been received. Clerk to apply for funding from SDC Severn mitigation 

fund to try to cover this, and to include an information board about the Severn 

Estuary and biodiversity in the area, working with SDC and other bodies. Depending 

on length of time to obtain funding, quotes may have to be revised in line with any 

rising costs.  

  

21. To receive report from Slimbridge Road Safety Group, resolve actions / 

expenditure 

No report 

 

22. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions 

STW have been in contact with updates on the work they carried out in the parish a 

few years ago. This noted that some works were successful, but others weren’t, such 
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as the grouting technique, but they believe the improvements have had an overall 

positive impact. They also emphasised that parishioners should continue to report 

any flooding issues so as these can be logged with STW, and a future picture built up 

as to whether further work is required.  

• To receive report on drainage at the Legion car park and resolve actions 

No report  

 

23. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The footpaths working group continue to do a great job of clearing footpaths. Clerk is 

following up on the waymarkers for the Jubilee circular routes.  

 

24. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive updates on tombstone survey and resolve actions 

No report 

• To review the condition of the fencing at the back of the churchyard and resolve 

actions / expenditure. 

Signs have been put up warning of the lack of fence. Both the Church and the 

neighbouring property have been asked for their boundary maps to ascertain who 

owns the fencing. This to go on the next agenda to resolve actions and potentially 

look at quotes for repairing / replacing the fencing.  

 

25. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

No report 

• To review the RoSPA report and resolve any actions from this. 

A summary of minor actions was drawn up from the report. Cllr P Garrett to work 

with the maintenance man on these. 

• To resolve a date to meet with users to discuss the next season and contracts 

Clerk to arrange a date in June 

 

26. To note tree assessment is due and resolve actions / costs on this 

Clerk to obtain quotes for this 

 

27. To receive request for a tree at Tyning Crescent, resolve actions. 

Cllr E Ferrigno has followed this up with no response. Will try once more and will be 

on the agenda if a response is received. 

 

28. To receive report on Events working group, resolve any actions / expenditure 

Flyers to be printed to go out with the newsletter, Pavilion toilets to be opened, Clerk 

to finalise the risk assessment, Cllr A Butcher to enquire on parking at the school or a 

nearby field, as Cllrs felt parking on the playing field would be a risk as would need to 

be roped off and monitored with all the people attending the picnic.   

 

29. To receive report from Canal, Parking and Tourism working group 

A recent meeting with CaRT, Cllr A Butcher and Clerk went well, and the report has 

been circulated. 

 

30. To review policies and resolve fit for purpose: Standing Orders, Financial 

Regulations, Code of Conduct, Risk Management and Asset list 

Cllrs resolved that all policies remain fit for purpose 
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31. To consider the report on verge cutting and resolve any voluntary expenditure. 

Based on the proposed equation worked out by another parish, Cllrs resolved to give 

a voluntary donation to the contractor that would off set the rise in fuel cost for the 

verges. This will be given in two payments across the two invoices when received in 

May and September.  

 

32. To receive and resolve the project plan and budget for tidying up the bus stops 

Cllr A Butcher has obtained paint donated from Build-It for the bus shelters. The one 

bus shelter has already been washed down. Once painted, the bus shelters can be 

designed too, with one option being to have framed historical photos in it. Discussion 

was also had on the budget for the bus shelters to go towards having them 

professionally cleaned out throughout the year, Clerk to look for quotes.  

 

33. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To resolve annual insurance (currently in rolling 3year term) 

Cllrs resolved the current rolling insurance. Discussion was also had on the 

addition of the church walls and railings. Clerk had spoken with the insurance 

company, and it was advised to get these surveyed so as an accurate amount 

can be insured.  

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and signed at the meeting 

• To review internal controls 

Cllrs resolved that the internal control policy was fit for purpose 

• To note the Internal Audit report 

This had been received with no additional comments. 

• To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 

Cllr P Garrett read through the statement and Cllrs resolved each item. 

• To resolve the Accounting Statement 

Cllrs resolved the accounting statement was correct. 

• The following payments were made in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension £ 1714.21 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, shears, 

£ 185.95 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 192.00 

Iain Selkirk Internal audit £ 110.00 

Play Safety Ltd Annual inspection £ 126.00 

BHIB  Annual insurance  £ 972.27 

 

34. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 6th June   Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 20th June  Full Council meeting  7.30pm 

  


