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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 25th April 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Vice Chairman J Cullimore, Cllrs A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, E Ferrigno, M 

Stayte, Clerk - Helen Dunn, parishioners x 3, 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr P Garrett, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

It was noted that Cllr H Jones had not been in attendance for some while, Cllr J 

Cullimore offered to contact him and ask about attending and lack of reports.  

Cllr E Ferrigno had trouble reporting a road sign at Tyndale with missing directional 

pointers on, Clerk to try to report. 

SDC have sent a planning application from Awre, Forest of Dean for a battery 

storage application. Clerk to ask for extension to respond at the next planning 

meeting. 

Cllr A Butcher has received posters for dogs to be kept on leads on the canal 

towpath and will aim to put them up soon.  

The dog bin over the Cambridge bridge has not been emptied due to lack of access 

with the current bridge works. Clerk is following up on this. 

It was suggested about having a list of locations of all the parish bins so this could be 

made publicly available. Clerk to look into this. 

 

4. To approve the meetings on 21st March and 4th April 2022 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• 98% of pupils were offered a place at a school of their choice, 6,370 children 

have been offered a Primary School place for September, 98% for one of their 

preferred schools, 91% at their first preference. 

• Gloucestershire’s Children’s Services have been moved out of inadequate to 

requires improvement following a recent Ofsted inspection. The Service is 

committed to continue the journey to good. 

• A new Special School has been proposed for Stroud which will offer 60 places for 

children aged 4 - 11 years with Moderate and Additional Learning Difficulties. 

• I am meeting with the “Quiet Lanes” and Highways on the 12th May where I am 

expecting some progress towards Gloucestershire’s policy in this area 

 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

No report 

 

7. Clerks report 

• Slimbridge Legion lease is now fully signed from both parties 

• Cllr S Davies had investigated the removal of the camera on the A38, however 

the police wish for this to remain as it acts as a deterrent 

• The Canal Strategy consultation done by Stroud District Council has cost 

£41,295.50, with “no specific requirement to enable the document to be suitably 

legible for those people with a visual impairment, or who use a screen reader” 

• A parishioner has enquired about a hedge removal on a field. Cllr J Cullimore to 

speak with the farmer to see what has occurred.  

• CCTV in the pavilion is now connected to the wi-fi. 

• PCSO reports are still lacking any information. Cllrs felt this needs to be 

addressed further, Clerk to contact Inspector Paul Cruise on this matter 

• Clerk has had numerous phone calls, e-mails and a meeting with the PCC 

department on the funding application for the Community Speed Camera and it is 

hoped to hear on this soon.  

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte 

• Applications: 

o S.22/0724/FUL Narles Farm Bungalow, Dursley Road, Cambridge,  

Demolition of existing dwelling house and outbuilding/annexe. Erection of 

replacement dwelling and detached garage 

Cllrs supported this application 

• Permissions: 

o S.22/0313/FUL Kingston Farm Kingston Road Slimbridge 

Creation of two small, groundwater-fed ponds 

Cllr E Ferrigno gave confirmation that there are no animals farmed on this 

land and the ponds are a joint initiative between themselves and WWT to 

encourage more wildlife to the area.  

• Refusal: 

o S.22/0578/MINAM Hope House Barn, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge 

Non-material amendments to the application S.21/1794/HHOLD - 

Reduction from three covered parking spaces to two. Amendments to 

fenestration. Replacement of timber cladding with reclaimed facing bricks 

to match existing. Larger workshop area required. Simplification of 

fenestration to avoid unnecessary disturbance of exiting gable end wall by 

the relocation of the arched doorway  

Cllrs asked about updates on enforcement issues in the parish. Only one response 

had been received about land at Dursley Road where an officer has visited and has 

requested the landowner to submit a planning application. Comments are still being 

received from members of the public to Cllrs on the other sites. Clerk to follow up 

again and also copy in the CEO.  

In the recent Severn Voice meeting, County Cllr S Davies noted the frustrations of 

dealing with the planning department and their lack of responses.  
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9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin  

 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

Report received stating WAG continue to monitor the SDC website and work through 

documents preparing for the hearing which could be within the next 2-3months. Clerk 

to now submit Purchase Orders to consultants with maximum liability of £1 to ensure 

consultants are aware of the need to respond to questions once received.  

 

11. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

A reply has been received from WWT, who have agreed to provide a representative 

on the Tourism and Traffic SPC Working Group.  

Half of the NDP planning policies and the “About Slimbridge Parish” section have 

been drafted and are out for comment. 

Work continues on engaging with young people and is looking more promising after 

delays because of Covid. 

Work has started on identifying land owners for “Local Green Spaces” and “Heritage 

assets”. A draft letter has been produced for issue by SPC to the land owners. 

The GRCC and NDP Housing Needs Surveys were considered and the need for a 

“Call for Sites” will be discussed at the next SG Meeting. 

The Village Design Statement is progressing and the wording dealing with Wisloe 

(and potential future similar sites) in both the VDS and NDP is under consideration. 

We are on schedule and funding for this financial year is being applied for. 

• To receive any updates on allotments search 

ECT acknowledged the recent suggestion of a site and are looking into it. No 

response to date, Clerk to follow up. 

• Locality Grant updates 

Clerk to liaise with Place Studio on next stages of applying for the grant.  

 

12. Highways 

• To receive the TRO plans for the double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any response / actions 

The revised plans are currently out for consultation with stakeholders. Cllrs had 

no further comments to make as recent changes suggested had been 

incorporated.  

o To receive updates on the planning application for change of conditions at 

the Patch car park to allow overnight parking 

Clerk had spoken with planning officers, and it was believed this was 

going through the system. Clerk to follow up on progress.   

• To receive report on Highway matters; resolve any actions / expenditure 

A recent issue of subsidence and road damage had been reported on A38 / 

Dursley Road junction, however Highways deemed this not an issue currently. 

Clerk to arrange a site meeting with the highways manager and Cllr M Stayte 

• To receive a report from meeting with police on ANPR updates.  

A report had been circulated on updates with ANPR and communities being able 

to have them. Clerk continues to attend police meetings on this. The Police and 

Crime Commissioner has a webinar tomorrow evening on Road Safety – Cllrs are 

invited to attend. 
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13. To receive reports on Patch Car Park surfacing, resolve actions / expenditure 

Clerk continues to get quotes for this; it is difficult finding contractors who get back to 

you and able to quote. Clerk met with the Disability champion and discussions were 

had on type of surfacing and visibility of white lines. It was resolved to continue with 

tarmac quotes. Another contractor name was given to try.  

  

14. To receive report from Slimbridge Road Safety Group, resolve actions / 

expenditure 

VAS circulations are still going well and being received well. The recent locations on 

the A38 showed that speed wasn’t a major concern as thought due to speeds 

averaging around the 40mph. Discussion was had that speeds tend to creep up after 

the bend going north towards the dual carriageway. The group will do an exercise of 

monitoring speeds along the A38 in sections, from the roundabout to the dual 

carriageway to gather data on where speeds occur the most.  

GCC are due to share their Road safety policy soon for consultation, however 

concern is that GCC are not doing this in line with the Stockholm agreement like 

other County’s are.  

• To resolve expenditure for replacement battery for the VAS due to low capacity 

It was resolved for the Clerk to purchase a battery. 

 

15. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions 

Cllr S Davies was trying to gather information from GCC flood team, the person is 

currently on leave until beginning of May.  

• To receive report on drainage at the Legion car park and resolve actions 

Clerk continues to gather quotes. Although similar problems finding contractors to 

respond and give quotes proves an issue. Cllr G Storey to chase up on one. 

 

16. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

The working group have been out a couple of times and have requested funds for 

some more tools. Up to £100 was authorised for long and short shears.  

CSL18 needs an additional fingerpost as people often go straight on whereas they 

should be turning immediately left again. Clerk to contact PROW 

• To receive update on coloured paths rejuvenation project for the Jubilee weekend 

and resolve expenditure for this to occur within the time constraints. 

Work is progressing on this, and draft revised maps have been circulated. Cllrs 

resolved to delegate expenditure within the budget to the Clerk to ensure 

waymarkers and posts are ordered in time for the Jubilee weekend.  

 

17. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive updates on tombstone survey and resolve actions 

The survey is expected to be received this week. Covid has delayed this  

• To review the condition of the fencing at the back of the churchyard 

Cllr A Butcher explained about the fencing by the moat where it is falling down 

and could present a danger as the moat water is quite deep. Cllr J Cullimore to 

look at it. This to go on next agenda 

 

18. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works to the play area 

Works have been completed on the playing field. The RoSPA inspection should 

be being completed this month.  
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• To receive updates for shelving / storage for Pavilion storeroom, resolve 

expenditure 

Cllr M Stayte had donated some shelving and Cllr P Garrett tidied up and put 

hooks up for equipment. This is a great improvement and therefore no further 

expenditure is required.  

• The cricket club have 7 boards they wish to put up on the fencing. They have 

written permission from one household and due to get written permission from 

the other. It is likely that the boards would cover one house area of the fencing. 

Discussion was had on the potential visual impact this would have, and Cllrs 

asked for a drawing of what it would look like. In principle though the majority of 

Cllrs agree with the proposal. No planning permission is required. The cricket 

club are to be responsible for the upkeep of the signs, and consideration of taking 

them down for the winter season. Design drawing to be with the Council for the 

planning meeting.  

 

19. To receive request for a tree at Tyning Crescent, resolve actions. 

Cllr E Ferrigno to continue finding out further information from the resident. 

  

20. To receive report on Events working group, resolve any actions / expenditure 

• To resolve costs for printing and commemorative items if grant can be sourced 

The group had decided against a commemorative item, however Cllrs felt it would 

be nice to provide the school children with an item. Mugs were mentioned and 

Clerk to see if funding can be gained through the Build Back Better fund. Cllr A 

Butcher to see if an emergency meeting of the events group can be called. It was 

resolved to authorise the £100 budgeted for events to go on printing for posters 

and the Clerk to print out flyers on the office printer. 

 

21. To receive report from Canal, Parking and Tourism working group 

The initial meeting had gone well, and the report had been circulated and will be 

available on the website. Clerk and Cllr A Butcher to meet with a representative from 

CaRT in May to discuss some of the report. It is hoped to build ongoing relations with 

CaRT and also within the group which includes the Black Shed. 

 

22. To receive updates to the works on the canal bridge at the end of Ryalls Lane  

Work is due to be completed by April 29th. 

 

23. To receive any feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting 

It had been noted one of the questions asked at the meeting was about charging for 

the use of the Patch car park. Clerk had explained in an e-mail to Cllrs that this could 

have VAT implications. The Parish Council were able to claim back all of the VAT on 

the car park as it is being provided as a free facility, if charging occurs this is then 

seen as a business activity and may mean VAT would have to be repaid. This 

condition is in place for 6years. Other issue with charging is whether the Parish 

Council has the resources to charge and monitor this; another option could be for a 

company to charge for permits etc, but this would mean the Parish Council wouldn’t 

necessarily make any money on this (and it was being indicated by the public that if 

the Parish Council charge they could offset the lease fees against any profit).  

Overall Cllrs felt event went well and parishioners were happy. 

 

24. To review policies and resolve fit for purpose: ANPR and CCTV 

Cllrs resolved these continue to be fit for purpose. 
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25. To note GAPTC AGM and resolve if any resolutions wish to be put forward, and 

if anyone would like to attend.  

No suggestions for motions were offered and apologies were given for attendance. 

 

26. To receive a report from the Severn Voice meeting  

Main points discussed were on Solar farms and the amount being applied for in the 

Severn Vale and the impact this has on the area; CaRT and the issues along the 

canal; and the verge cutting contract.  

• To consider the report on verge cutting and resolve any actions / expenditure. 

The verge cutting contract has been set with the costs, however a report had 

been circulated with a formula for a voluntary cost if parishes wished to pay this 

to the contractor based on the recent high rise in fuel costs. Clerk to work out the 

costs for Slimbridge for Cllrs to consider at the next meeting if they wish to add 

on a voluntary payment to cover the increase. 

 

27. To resolve putting a project plan together for tidying up the bus stops 

Cllr G Storey to check on the structure of all bus stops. Cllr A Butcher to put together 

a design plan and costs for paints / materials to be resolved at the next meeting.  

 

28. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This was circulated and resolved 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax, and pension £ 1714.21 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365,  

£ 108.48 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 180.00 

GAPTC Annual fees £ 291.44 

Stroud Valleys 
Project 

Hedge whips for Patch Car Park £ 94.59 

Berkeley Estate 
Trustees 

Half yearly lease for Patch Car Park £ 875.00 

ICCM Annual subscription £ 95.00 

Groundwork UK  Return of remaining Locality Grant (Paid) £ 798.00 

P Garrett Pavilion expenses £ 59.38 

A & E fire and 
security 

Pavilion fire safety test £ 96.36 

Edge IT Annual fees £ 34.56 

P Garrett Strimmer expenses  £ 10.01 

Falcon Security CCTV / Wi-fi connection in Pavilion £ 123.96 

 

29. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 9th May  Planning meeting   7.30pm 

• Monday 16th May Full Annual council meeting  7.30pm 

  


