LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n "FOUNDATION

Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting,
at 7.30pm on Monday 21°t March 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs A Butcher (arrive 7.20), A Durkin, G Storey, J Cullimore,
Clerk - Helen Dunn, County ClIr S Davies, 1 parishioner representing WAG, 1 parishioner
representing NDP, parishioners x 3, Barbara Pond and Sharon Walker (GRCC)

7pm meeting with Barbara Pond and Sharon Walker from Gloucestershire Rural Community
Council (GRCC) to discuss the recent Housing Need Survey (HNS) carried out on behalf of
Stroud District Council (SDC).

The meeting discussed engaging with the younger generation and getting their responses
for both HNS and Neighbourhood Plan. Noting that the stats were similar between the 2
surveys.

Concern of the numbers on the SDC homeseekers plus register which identifies 64 people
living within the Stroud district expressing an interest in having an affordable home in
Slimbridge. It was asked if GRCC could get a breakdown of this information based on
whether Slimbridge was their first choice, where they currently live now, and if a spreadsheet
(minus personal data) could be sent to the NDP group.

Discussion on a call for sites and whether to contact landowners before or after sites have
been identified and the best way for Slimbridge to approach this.

Having a housing champion for the younger generation to gain their views.

How could accommodating affordable housing in the parish work — options of working in
partnership with GRCC, SDC and the parish, or looking at a Community Led approach.
Looking at sites which would fit in with planning criteria and policies by doing site walks and
liaising with SDC.

1. To note apologies for absence
Clirs M Stayte, E Ferrigno, District Cllr H Jones

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes
It was noted that the Canal Bridge at the end of Ryalls Lane will remain closed until
April 19" due to a delay in receiving materials.

4. To approve the meetings on 14" February and 7" March 2022 as a true record
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record

5. Toreceive report from County Clir S Davies

o All four political parties proposing a motion in relation to Ukraine. Information on
the housing of refugees.
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e Gloucestershire Covid cases are high, this causes staffing issues within
hospitality etc

¢ Quiet Roads — Slimbridge is still due to be a test pilot for this, however the
policies need to be written and this hasn’t yet to be done.

6. To receive areport from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green
No report

7. Clerks report
The new noticeboard for the outside the Village Hall is almost ready, the old one will
be revamped and placed at Cambridge Green.
A Biodiversity net gain consultation had been circulated — Clirs had no comments on
this.
PCSO Mike Trebble had sent in a report giving stats from the Jan — March 2021 and
Jan — March 2022. There was no information on what the particular crimes were, and
Clirs felt the report was very limited. PCSO M Trebble had also confirmed he had not
yet been trained on the Trucam speed gun. Clir A Butcher offered to follow up on this
with Inspector Paul Cruise after an earlier meeting with him on these issues. This
was resolved to do.

8. Planning applications
Clirs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin
e Applications:
None
o Permissions:
o S.21/1829/0OUT Sunnyside Nurseries Cam Dursley

Redevelopment of the site for an industrial and storage use (Use
Class B2/B8) retail use (Use Class Al now E(a)) and change of use of
the existing dwelling to office use (Use Class B1 now E(g)(i)) with
associated works, infrastructure and improvements to the existing
access onto the A38 with all matters relating to appearance and
landscaping reserved

It was noted that the Clerk has followed up with Stroud Enforcement team on
planning concerns for Land at Ryalls Lane, Land at Kingston Road and also Land at
Old Dursley Road. No / limited response has been received on these issues.

9. Next planning team:
CliIrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte

10. To receive areport from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate
discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC
On Fri 18" Feb WAG held a demonstration outside Slimbridge FC clubhouse but this
initial consultation had been called off due to Storm Eunice, however WAG attended
the next event on 18" March and asked various questions to the presenters who
mostly referred to other professional bodies requiring giving the answers. It is WAG’s
opinion that the promoters are trying to create an impression with the Inspectors that
they have ‘engaged’ with the residents/community, which is a fundamental weakness
in their case.

Signed / Date pg. 877



Two letters have since been published in the Gazette relating to the box-ticking
consultation process being pursued by SDC and the lack of a coherent proposal to
address the fundamental flooding issue.
WAG has engaged with the MP (Siobhan Baillie) who has raised questions in the
House of Commons relating to Local Plans in general and how Local Plans can be
better implemented in rural areas like Stroud District.
The latest information relating to the Hearing timeline is that SDC should provide
their updated ‘Summary of Representations’ at the end of March. At this point we
may be able to engage consultants in some useful activity. It would therefore be
useful to have the initial consultant Purchase Orders for any ad-hoc work available by
this time.
In the meantime, WAG continues to progress a host of issues relating to ensuring
Wisloe is removed from the Local Plan. This is mainly focussed around preparation
for the Hearing phase and includes reviewing countless documents submitted as part
of the Reg19 submissions and held in the Examination Library.
e To resolve putting Purchase Orders to each contractor so as works can occur
as soon as required.
Clerk will continue to liaise with WAG and consultants and Purchase orders
will be completed once further information has been sent out from Stroud DC
and it can be seen what the next steps are for engaging the consultants.

11. To receive areport on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and
resolve any actions / expenditure
Apart from minor changes and refinement, work is complete on evidence collection
for all topics except tourism. A meeting was held with WWT, and actions set out.
The Vision Statement and Objectives have been updated and a paper clarifying the
situation regarding building outside settlement boundaries was accepted by the
group.
The objective dealing with Wisloe Green (PS37) has now been defined as: 010
Ensure that the design of any new large strategic developments protect and enhance
the character and distinctiveness of the parish.
The VDS 2016 has been revised and is out for comment.
The introductions to the four policy sections have been drafted and accepted. These
are:
Locally Responsive Development and Design
Addressing the Climate Emergency in Slimbridge Parish
Living and Working
Landscape and Heritage
A member of the group, experienced in desktop publishing, has agreed to carry out
this work.
Place Studios are now working on the draft policy statements.
On schedule for revised timescale.
The budget status needs to be spent by the end of March 2022. Place Studios due to
send their last invoice for the end of March. Locality grants can be applied for again
in April / May.
e Desktop publishing programme costs to resolve
It is planned to apply for this funding through the Locality Grant as it is not
needed until August
e To receive any updates on allotments search
All ClIrs have considered land options in the parish and would like to see if
there is a possibility for allotments to be had on land next to the school by the
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footbridge at the back of the playing fields. Clerk to liaise with ECT to see if
this is an option they would consider.

12. Highways

e To receive any updates on the TRO for the double yellow lines at St Johns Road
and the Patch and resolve any actions
Clerk had met with the TRO officers. The current consultation was an informal
consultation to gather views and a couple of amendments are being suggested to
the layout. These include a single yellow line outside the car park which would
allow parking from 6pm to 8am. And a couple of potential parking bays on one
side of the road on the other side of the bridge. Clirs would like to see the maps
for this first before agreeing. Once this is done, the first official consultation can
take place. Clerk asked for an idea on timelines for the process. With the legal
consultations required, plus time in between to review and respond to responses,
it is likely to be at least the Autumn before the lines will go down.

o To receive updates on the planning application for change of conditions at
the Patch car park to allow overnight parking
This has been submitted and is waiting to go live

o To receive updates on supply for electricity for the Patch car park and
information on Electric Charge Points
Further forms are required to be completed to obtain advice.

e To receive report on Slimbridge Highway matters and resolve any actions /
expenditure
It was suggested another site meeting with the Highways manager is had to get
updates on issues in the parish. Clerk to arrange. Clerk had asked about a verge
being built up outside a parishioner’s house, but this was proving difficult as GCC
have policies on moving soil around which limits this being done.

e To receive a report from meeting with police on ANPR updates.
Clerk had circulated updates on ANPR cameras and meetings with the police on
this. Clerk was waiting for a response to a funding application submitted to the
PCC.

13. To receive reports with regards to Patch Car Park surfacing and resolve next
actions.
Clerk and CliIrs P Garrett and J Cullimore had met with a contractor for doing the
works, who has sent a quote, and will now obtain 2 more guotes.

14. To receive report from the Slimbridge Road Safety Group and resolve any

actions / expenditure

e To resolve hame change for the group to Slimbridge Road Safety Group
This was resolved.

e To receive report on having a sign on the Playing Field posts of 20 is plenty
speed limit and resolve actions / expenditure.
The Highways manager had no problems with this, Clir A Butcher informed after
a meeting with Clir S Davies that we may be able to get more 20 is Plenty signs
for the parish by asking again.

e To note recent correspondence from parishioner re A38 speed camera
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A resident had expressed concerns of the speeds on the A38 and the fact that
the speed camera is no longer working but remains as a deterrent, although it
was noted that a majority of people know it doesn’t work. The Road Safety Group
will move the VAS’s along the A38, then the data from this can be sent to the
police, asking for a PCSO to attend with a speed gun, and also send information
to PCC and Inspectors. Discussion was also had on removing the camera
altogether since it is now situated in someone’s front garden. Clir S Davies will
look into this.

15. To receive any flooding reports, for the parish, and resolve next actions

e To receive report on Lightenbrook and ditches surrounding this and resolve
actions.
Clir J Cullimore had put a report together after walking the area with Clir A
Butcher and a resident. It was felt that if the Lighten Brook could be looked at and
cleared in some places, along with the Parish Council looking at the drains on the
playing field car park, this could help to solve some of the issues, after which
further investigations could be had. Clerk to send the report to Cllr S Davies who
will speak with the flood officers at GCC for advice. It was believed that flood
officers at both GCC and SDC have powers to make riparian owners be
responsible for keeping their section of the water ways clear.

e To receive report on drainage at the Legion car park
An initial quote has been received from one contractor, although it was felt the
spec isn’t what is fully required. Cllr P Garrett to put together a spec and this to
go out to contractors to gain further quotes.

16. To receive an update on the Slimbridge Legion Social Club lease and resolve
actions
This has now been updated and Clirs resolved the minor word changes. Clerk to
contact Legion committee to sign off the lease.

17. Footpaths —to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure

e To note risk assessments for Footpath Working group
This had been circulated and resolved

e To receive update on coloured paths rejuvenation project for the Jubilee weekend
The group have been looking at the current four coloured footpaths and will be
aiming to work on clearing them as part of their working parties.
The Blue and Green routes have been walked noting some of the works required
and the wording will be updated.
The Red route has also been walked and works noted and the wording has been
updated.
The Orange route goes across two rail crossing points. At the footpath training
session it was advised to not encourage people to walk across rail crossings due
to the speed trains now travel at. Looking at this route it was also noted that a
section of the route was known as being particularly muddy.
After a discussion it was thought that a new route could be found that doesn’t
have any stiles on and could be aimed at being more accessible, although not
necessarily wheelchair or buggy friendly due to the nature of the footpaths. With it
being the Jubilee year and the colours of this being purple and silver, it was
thought it could be called the purple route. This would start and finish at The
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George Inn and a group member will enquire with the George if it is ok to
promote parking here and ending the walk with a drink in the pub!

The maps could also do with being re-done and a member knows of a graphic
designer who he would speak to, who has offered to update the maps with no
charge.

Clerk had contacted a company who did way markers. The group need to confirm
how many will be required for each walk. As a guide a quote was given for 200
markers with wording around the edge at £550 for 200 markers. It is likely that we
will need less than this amount.

The group would like to propose the wording around the way marker to say
“Slimbridge Parish Jubilee Walk”
Clirs resolved this request.

18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard
No report
e To receive updates on tombstone survey and resolve actions
Survey due to start this month, Clerk to follow up.

19. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion

e To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works to the play area
Main aim to complete the works on the gate before April.

e To receive updates on table tennis table
This is due for arrival on 29" March. Clirs J Cullimore (son) and P Garrett will
be available to assist with delivery.

e To receive updates on summer football training and resolve usage of the pitch
by other teams.

An influx of teams have been asking for the use of the playing field. It was
resolved to accommodate all of these and charge according to usage.

e To consider allowing the Cricket Club to have sponsor adverts on their nets.
The Cricket Club are trying to raise funds and are selling advertising boards
to local businesses. Each board will be 150cm x 75cm in size. They currently
have 10 sponsors and hoping to get more. It was being proposed that these
could be fixed to the wooden fencing by the cricket nets. Clirs had concern
that this could take over the fencing and be overbearing, the fencing also
belongs to the homeowners behind therefore permission would be needed,
and concern if this would set a precedence with other clubs also wanting to
do similar. Clirs asked the cricket club to come back to the planning meeting
to confirm how much of the fencing would be covered by the boards and if
permission has been gained before a decision is made.

e To consider and resolve expenditure for shelving requirements for the
storeroom at Pavilion
ClIr P Garrett to measure up the space and options and costs can be
considered based on what is needed. Consideration for storage boxes to
included in the costs. The barriers could be padlocked up and stored outside
the storage cupboard in the fenced area to allow for more space inside.

e To resolve best options for a timer switch on the boilers for showers
To save on electricity at the pavilion, it was proposed to purchase 2 timer
switches for the water heaters to come on at weekends when they are
needed. A budget of £50 was resolved.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

To review draft responses to Stroud District draft canal strategy and resolve
submission.
Clerk had circulated a draft response, Clirs resolved for it to be submitted.

To receive updates on the Cambridge Green apple tree planting event.
This had now been completed. Two residents had donated the tree, and the planting
event took place last week.

To receive request for a tree at Tyning Crescent, resolve actions.
Further information required. ClIr E Ferrigno to follow up

To receive updates from Gigaclear and connections to Pavilion and Village Hall
and resolve next actions.

Pavilion is now connected, however the Village hall still hasn’t been. Clerk to assist in
chasing this up. It had been reported that the error in digging up the grass verge on
the playing field car park had not been repaired satisfactorily as the maintenance
man now finds this difficult to mow due to the amount of stones on the surface. Clerk
to follow this up with Gigaclear.

To adopt Terms and Conditions for Events working group and receive any
reports

These had been circulated and accepted. The group have several activities lined up
for the Jubilee weekend and these will be advertised through the newsletter, website
etc.

To adopt Terms and Conditions for Canal, Parking and Tourism working group
and receive any reports
These had been circulated and accepted. A first meeting is due to be arranged.

To adopt Climate Emergency document
This had been circulated and Clirs adopted it. Clerk to make available on the website
and circulate to the NDP group.

To discuss having a Disability Champion for the parish (Clir A Butcher)
Clir A Butcher had spoken with a resident who was happy to assist in this role. Clir A
Butcher to pass details onto the Clerk.

To consider options for spreading the Solar Farm funding over a year instead
of once a year (Clir A Durkin)

After discussion it was resolved to keep the process at it is and not split into two
rounds of funding.

To note Severn Voice meeting on Thursday 24" March at Village Hall
Noted, Clirs to attend, Clerk to supply refreshments.

To resolve CllIr reports for the Annual Parish Meeting
Clirs to write their reports and send to Clerk for the end of the week. Clerk to circulate
Clir roles.

Accounts
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Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence
e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
This was circulated and approved.
e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax and pension (included back pay) | £ 2022.43
Helen Dunn Expenses — utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft | £ 113.60
365, first aid kit
Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 180.00
R&J Merrett Annual hedge cutting £ 372.00
Geoff Simms Repair to VAS £ 34.47
Gloucestershire Biodiversity maps for NDP £ 146.40
wildlife trust
SDC Planning application shortfall £1.00
32. Next meeting dates
e Monday 4™ April Planning meeting 6.30pm
Annual Parish Meeting 7pm for 7.30pm start
e Monday 25" April Full council meeting 7.30pm
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