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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

at 7.30pm on Monday 14th February 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, J 

Cullimore, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr L Green, 1 parishioner 

representing WAG and NDP, 4 parishioners 

 

1. To note apologies for absence 

District Cllr H Jones 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

2 parishioners gave concerns on the proposed lighting for St Johns Road to light the 

entrance to the disabled path, these included light pollution in their properties, dark 

skies, whether further lighting is planned elsewhere, and general impact on their 

lives. Cllrs explained of the request and the investigations they had undertook 

including consulting with the residents to make the decision later on.  

 

4. To approve the meetings on 17th and 31st January 2022 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• Gloucestershire County Council have projects that will support young families 

post covid 

• A £1.7million care worker bonus to be given out to all carers 

• Cllr S Davies is equally as disappointed at GCC with regards to 20mph issues 

and is due to have a meeting with Head of Highways and Cabinet member to 

discuss this. 

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

• The Local Inspector for the Local Plan has been announced, if anyone who 

responded hasn’t received initial correspondence, then please let Cllr L Green 

know. Clerk informed that the Parish Council had not received correspondence, 

and this has been chased up. 

• Ubico continue to experience problems with recycling collection, please report if 

any are missed. 

• SDC have the Luck Lottery to help raise funds for local organisations 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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• A number of scams are currently occurring, with one being people stating they 

are from the council to carry out repairs. 

• Parking charges in SDC car parks are due to rise by 12.5%, this is felt the wrong 

time to increase charges 

• Cllr L Green recently attended a meeting at Purton where they are experiencing 

similar issues along the canal and parking as Slimbridge. It could be beneficial to 

work together. 

• Will be supporting Wisloe / WAG demonstration on Friday. 

 

7. Clerks report 

• A Housing Need Survey has recently been carried out for Slimbridge for SDC. 

Barbara Pond from Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) will be 

coming to speak to Cllrs about the results and this will then be on the March 

agenda 

• Accounts have had a quarterly check between Clerk and Cllr J Cullimore with 

clarifications made on the Locality grant and NDP budget. It was also asked 

about Key Person cover if the Clerk is off sick, this is included in the insurance.  

• There is funding available from the PCC with the deadline of 16th February, 

suggest applying for funding towards ANPR camera. Cllrs in agreement. 

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte 

• Applications: 

None 

• Permissions: 

o S.21/2946/HHOLD Rosedale Longaston Lane Slimbridge 

Erection of porch to front & single storey extension to rear 

o S.21/2931/HHOLD Acre Mead, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge 

Removal of existing detached garage and the construction of an 

attached garage (Resubmission of S.21/1694/HHOLD) 

• Refusal:  

o S.21/1628/FUL 1 Garage Villas, Bristol Road, Cambridge, 

Erection of 2 dwellings and replacement garage with associated works 

- Resubmission S.20/1294/FUL 

• To note Sunnyside application to go to DCC (15th February) should anyone 

wish to attend to represent Parish Council views. 

Cllr M Stayte to attend to continue to support the development 

Clerk was also asked to follow up with Enforcement on previous applications for Land 

on Ryalls Lane, a structure on land in Kingston Road and also a potential structure 

occurring in Dursley Road. 

9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

  

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

WAG continue to liaise with consultants to see what is required, however until the 

questions are released from the Inspectors there is limited actions currently. A guide 

with the main steps has been drawn up of the process that is likely to occur. WAG 
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will be attending the upcoming Wisloe Green public consultation event by protesting 

outside against the development. 

• To resolve delegated spending powers to the Clerk within the agreed budget 

to allow the process of responses from consultants to be done within the 

appropriate time limitations required for the Inspectors questions on the Local 

Plan  

Cllrs resolved this was sensible to do and the budget limit is set at no more 

than £21,000 

• To note consultation event being held on behalf of Gloucestershire County 

Council and Ernest Cook Trust with regards to Wisloe Green (PS37)  

This is due to take place on Friday 18th February, information has been 

circulated to Cllrs. 

 

11. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

Apart from minor changes and refinement, work is almost complete on evidence 

collection for most topics. The final draft of the Vision Statement and second draft of 

the objectives were distributed at the coffee morning at the Village Hall on the 5th 

February. Support level was very high. The objective dealing with building outside the 

settlement boundaries was discussed and a discussion paper will be produced for 

the next meeting. The objectives will be redrafted based on comments received. The 

VDS 2016 is being revised. The Place Studios very early draft of the NDP was 

approved. Work will start on drafting the introductions to the four policy sections of 

the NDP for discussion at the next meeting. On schedule for revised timescale and 

budget for the end of the financial year. 

Cllrs also resolved expenditure of £122 for biodiversity maps from GCER 

• To resolve to adopt Slimbridge Pre-application Engagement Protocol 

Cllrs resolved to adopt this to be included in the NDP 

• To receive any updates on allotments search 

Berkeley Estate had stated there was no available land for them to consider. 

Ernest Cook Trust is happy to look at any suggested areas of land to see if 

there is any possibility. Cllrs to look at maps and suggest areas for the Clerk 

to put forward. 

 

12. Highways 

• To receive any updates on the TRO for the double yellow lines at St Johns 

Road and the Patch and resolve any actions 

The consultation has now ended. Clerk received information today from the 

TRO officers to say that over 70 responses have been received which they 

now have to make their way through. These were both for and against. An 

analysis is being undertaken to see what size vehicles can safely pass by the 

area of the Patch car park. Other comments included disability spaces and 

access on the car park.  

Cllrs expressed their frustration at the length of this process and the fact that 

there seemed no reason to go out to a second consultation as this had 

already been done along with an officers report. It is unclear as to why all this 

has been repeated, and they now have double the amount of comments 

compared to the previous consultation, which is likely to take longer to go 

through again.  
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Cllr S Davies stated he does keep reminding Officers and Cabinet members 

of this issue, and this TRO is one of their high priorities.  

o To receive updates on the planning application for change of 

conditions at the Patch car park to allow overnight parking 

The planning application has been submitted, now waiting for 

application to go live.  

o To receive updates on supply for electricity for the Patch car park and 

information on Electric Charge Points 

Berkeley Estate have no issues with an electricity supply being 

considered for the car park providing all costs are met by the Parish 

Council. Clerk has been in contact with WPD and is now waiting for a 

response. 

• To receive any response with regards to a parking solution in Ryalls Lane 

Berkeley Estate have stated they would not support a parking area on land at 

the end of Ryalls Lane where they own the access track. Clerk has spoken to 

a representative at WPD, who has indicated they would look at the 

suggestion, but they have governmental targets for biodiversity to take in 

consideration, along with access. They would consider looking at a basic map 

of a proposed location for parking and take this to be looked at by their staff. 

Discussion was had that this could be looked at by the newly forming Canal 

and Parking group to put together all options. 

• To receive report on Slimbridge Highway matters and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

No information back from Highways England on woodland at the end of 

Dursley Road. Resident in Ryalls Lane asked for update on soil being 

delivered to repair his verge outside his house – Clerk to chase up. 

• To receive a report from meeting with police on ANPR updates.  

Report had been circulated; Clerk due to meet with police again this week on 

progress for a ‘package’ for having ANPR’s.  

• To receive updates on a new light on St Johns Road by the entrance of the 

disabled footpath.  

After considering the resident’s views it was resolved not to go ahead with 

any lighting. 

• To discuss clearance / tidy up of verges on entrance to St Johns Road 

This would be quite a large area to clear, and it is coming to the nesting 

season. It was resolved to look at having this cleared in September and then 

to have an annual clearance to keep it tidy. Cllr P Garrett will speak with a 

local farmer to obtain a quote for September.  

• To note the temporary closure to Cambridge Arms bridge at the end of March 

It was asked for the Clerk to contact CaRT to ensure enough signage is in 

place to make sure all traffic is aware of this and does not attempt to drive 

down to the bridge during its closure. 

• To note the verge cutting contract for 2022.  

The percentage increase has been received, Clerk will update accordingly. 

With regards to the verges at the end of Ryalls Lane from Longaston Lane, it 

was resolved not to cut this in August (still continue with the May cut), so as 

to allow the glow worms their habitat to thrive.  
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13. To receive correspondence from parishioner in relation to the Patch car park 

surfacing and resolve actions on this 

An e-mail of concerns of the Patch car park surfacing and access for disability was 

circulated.  

It was explained that the current surfacing was in line with requirements for drainage 

and disabled spaces are there and measured out in accordance with requirements. 

However, it is noted of the comments within the e-mail and the Clerk will contact the 

contractor to look at alternative options of surfacing for the disabled bays and 

footpath.  

Barriers had been put in place across the entrance to the field as cars were parking 

on the gateway. These have since been removed. The e-mail also raised issues of 

dog fouling; it was noted this is an issue across the whole parish and stencils have 

recently been put down in the area. There is a bin in this location. 

Discussion of disabled bays on the road outside the car park was had, however 

space is likely to be an issue and also the one side will be a verge and ditch, which 

would mean access out of a car would be onto the road, potentially creating hazards.  

 

Cllr A Butcher suggested an idea of a person being nominated as a Disability 

Champion for the parish. A parishioner has done some reports for the NDP, and they 

may be suitable. This can go on the next agenda. 

 

14. To receive report from the Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

VAS’s still continue to be circulated, although one had recently been pushed into a 

ditch in the Gossington area, no damage has occurred. The group are now waiting 

for the response from Cllr S Davies and his meeting with GCC members / officers. 

• To discuss having a sign on the Playing Field posts on Legion car park of a 20 is 

plenty speed limit and resolve actions / expenditure.  

Due to not being able to get further 20 is Plenty signs, it had been suggested of a 

sign on the playing field entrance posts. Discussion was had on legality of this if 

queried by Highways. Clerk to seek advice. Discussion was also had on whether 

the Parish Council could fund wheelie bin stickers for each household.  

 

15. To receive the Uley Greenway report 

The meeting focused on issues around the Uley to Cam station route: 

- opening ceremony for Littlecombe stretch 

- lack of Highways progress on design 

- funding for Uley to Dursley 

- progress on the petition 

- how to get joined up thinking between planners, developers and highways 

There was a discussion on this last topic that involved the latest active travel initiative 

that might give the Greenway some impetus. The 20mph opportunity and GCC 

motion 876 to adopt the Stockholm agreement was raised with concerns that GCC 

want to limit this to residential and village centre areas and that the councillors need 

to drive the agenda and get this applied to all rural roads. Wendy Thomas, a county 

councillor for Dursley, was supportive of this. 

 

16. To receive any flooding reports for the parish, and resolve next actions 

No reports. Cllrs J Cullimore and A Butcher to do a ditches tour around the parish. 

 



 

Signed / date  pg. 873 
 

17. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

There is due to be a footpath volunteer training session tomorrow along with a 

meeting afterwards looking at the coloured routes to promote for the Jubilee 

weekend.  

 

18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive updates on tombstone survey and resolve actions 

This is due to be done this month, Clerk to follow up. 

 

19. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works to the play area 

This continues. The RoSPA inspection is due in April. 

• To receive updates on table tennis table 

This has now been ordered, with the concrete plinth due to be put down at the 

end of February, followed by delivery of the table. 

• To consider requests / dates for summer football training and charges for this 

Clerk to meet with both the football club and cricket club to organise this at the 

end of February. Cllrs J Cullimore and P Garrett to attend.  

 

20. To receive updates on the Cambridge Green apple tree and offer of an oak tree. 

An oak tree has also been offered to the Parish Council and it was being suggested 

that maybe the apple tree is planted at Bartons Field (permission required from land 

management company) and plant the oak on Cambridge Green. After discussion it 

was felt the apple tree should remain at the suggested location of Cambridge Green, 

and an alternative location for the oak tree. It was suggested to look at Gossington 

Green, as some trees had recently been cut down. 

 

21. To receive updates from Gigaclear and connections to Pavilion and Village Hall 

and resolve next actions.  

After contacting the agent involved in getting the original compensation for the Parish 

Council, asking them to assist, Gigaclear have now set a date to connect wi-fi at the 

Pavilion, and the Village Hall should be connected shortly afterwards.  

 

22. To sign the Slimbridge Legion Social Club lease  

Some minor changes required, otherwise this can be signed. Clerk to arrange a date 

for this to be done once changes are made.  

 

23. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Website 

usage and accessibility statement. 

Cllrs resolved the policies continue to be fit for purpose 

  

24. To resolve declaring a Climate Emergency and the actions for this 

After a brief discussion and noting the work the NDP group are doing on this, and 

how the Parish Council Climate Emergency Plan could link into it, it was resolved for 

the Clerk to put a short A4 document together listing what objectives the Council 

could look at to meet Climate targets.  

 

25. To consider Annual Parish Meeting agenda (Monday 4th April) 

Clerk had circulated a draft agenda which was approved. This to be printed and sent 

out with the next newsletter.  
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26. To receive a letter from Friends of Slimbridge School (FOSS) in relation to 

remaining funds from the Solar Farm grant and a request for expenditure of 

this, to resolve response 

Foss had successfully been awarded a grant for iPads for the school, they had 

remaining monies left from the grant due to claiming back the VAT. FOSS had asked 

if they could use this to purchase keyboards for the iPads as they had forgot to 

include this on their original application and the iPads ideally needed these. Clerk 

had contacted the Solar Farm Advice Panel who were all in agreement that the 

money should be used for the keyboards instead of it being returned to the fund. 

Councillors resolved that they were also happy for this to be done.  

 

27. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and agreed 

• To resolve internal auditor 

Quotes from Iain Selkirk and GAPTC had been circulated, Cllrs resolved to 

continue with Iain Selkirk. 

• The following payments were made in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax and pension £ 1676.08 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, laptop, hi viz jackets 

£ 755.10 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 225.00 

Place Studio NDP works £ 975.00 

Nigel Eldridge Gossington Green tree works £ 1008.00 

Post Office  PO Box account £ 283.50 

P Garrett Pavilion light replacements £ 52.48 

 

28. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 7th March  Planning meeting 7.30pm 

• Monday 14th March Full council meeting 7.30pm  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 


