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Slimbridge Parish Council 
           PO Box 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 

Tel: 07943 894637 
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Extra Ordinary Meeting, 
 at 7.30pm on Monday 31st January 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey and J 

Cullimore, Clerk - Helen Dunn, 3 parishioners 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr M Stayte 

2. Declaration of interests on the agenda 

None 

3. Public 10 minutes 

2 parishioners raised concern of the surfacing of the Patch car park and potential 

unsuitability for those with disabilities. An e-mail had been circulated on this and will go 

on the next agenda 

Another parishioner spoke about parking issues in Ryalls Lane and the damage this 

causes to verges and how this is an offence. Parishioner noted these issues in other 

parishes after attending a meeting in Purton where a representative from Canals and 

Rivers Trust was there. The minutes from this meeting will be forwarded to the Parish 

Council when they are released. The Parishioner stated that the issues at the Patch car 

park apply to other areas in the parish. 

It was noted that the Patch car park required double yellow lines to prevent parking to 

allow for free-flowing traffic for emergency vehicles to have access to WWT and the 

Patch area in general, which can be difficult when congested with parked cars, and 

creating a single lane traffic situation.   

4. To review the situation at the Patch Car Park, in particular, with regards to the TRO 

and resolve any immediate and following actions. 

A brief history was given on the car park from when it was constructed with the 

presumption that the double yellow lines would be in place at the same time. The car 

park opened in May of 2020, and this was due to risk assessments being put in place to 

allow this to happen whilst Covid had delayed the double yellow line implementation. 

After delays of 2years, the double yellow lines is now having a second consultation since 

changes were made from the Road Safety Team. The Parish Council were asked to put 

up water filled barriers and monitor where the displacement of vehicles would go. This 

has been met with vandalism to the barriers by them being pushed into the road and 

ditch.  

Other issues raised with the parking were continuous vandalism to the current barriers 

allowing the visibility display; vehicles continuing to park on the verge causing damage; 

vehicles blocking access to farm fields; damage to verges further down the road where 
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daffodils once were; and not enough management / enforcement from Canals and Rivers 

Trust (CaRT) on their regulations of the use of the canal. 

The Parish Council will go 50:50 with Highways in April to build back the verge outside 

the car park. Even this has been onerous, with Highways initially stating they could not 

do the verge until the lines were down, but the Road Safety Team stating they couldn’t 

do the lines as they couldn’t see where the edge of the road was.  

Debate was had on closing the car park altogether and the pros and cons for this; having 

a working party to look in depth at the parking issues and how this could be tackled; 

reinstating the bollards as per the request of Highways to monitor the situation of parking 

whilst the current consultation is occurring. 

• Closing the car park – it was resolved not to close it as it would likely cause more 

issues than raising a point. Consider advising all complaints to be directed to 

Gloucestershire Highways and TRO team until double yellow lines are resolved 

and hopefully in place. 

• Working party – it was resolved to set up a working group to look at the issues 

and try to liaise more with CaRT to find solutions on how they will manage their 

regulations with use of the canal. This will include other areas such as along 

Ryalls Lane which is also affected. Cllr A Butcher to lead on this, Clerk to assist 

in setting up.  

• Bollards – it was resolved to contact the TRO team to state that the bollards were 

not fit for purpose due to not enough of them, they were unable to be filled more 

than 50% due to them leaking (which allowed for them to be moved in the road 

and ditches), and the displacement of traffic from the one area is not a true 

displacement as vehicles have parked in other locations that will also have 

double yellow lines down. Clerk to ask what the implications would be to not carry 

on this exercise bearing in mind the current issues raised.  

5. To resolve purchase of new laptop due to hard drive beginning to fail on current 

one. 

Clerk advised that the laptop had been having issues such as e-mails and Microsoft 

documents shutting down and taking 20minutes to restart. When running a test, it 

showed the hard disk was beginning to fail. Curry’s/PC World had advised that the cost 

would be approx. £200 to replace hard disk and transfer all data (actual cost would be 

given once looked at), but ultimately, they advised to purchase a new laptop.  

Cllrs resolved to purchase new.  

The chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm 

 

 

 


