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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 
 at 7.30pm on Monday 17th January 2022 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, A Butcher, A Durkin, Clerk - Helen 

Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, 1 parishioner representing Quiet Lanes group, 4 parishioners 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs G Storey and J Cullimore, District Cllr H Jones 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

2 residents in attendance to discuss the TRO, others attended the full meeting 

 

4. To approve the meetings on 15th November 2021, 6th December 2021, 10th 

January 2022 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

• Updates on new secondary schools for the county, current location being 

considered is Whaddon, however consideration could be had for this side of 

county depending on the Local Plan outcome and the need required 

• GCC budget about to be set at £519m – an increase of £37m. Included in this is 

£100m for roads, £14m increase for children services, plus £30,000 for each 

County Cllr for Highways. Overall 1.99% increase plus the social care levy 

• Regarding the TRO for Slimbridge – profuse apologies sent but no timescale 

• Road safety forum with County Council and police involved. 20mph needs the 

police support to be put in place. Policy on 20mph still due to be published with 

Slimbridge to be included as an example. 

• Twice as many trees have been replanted as per ash trees cut down 

• Gloucestershire has a higher number of female firefighters than other counties, 

and GCC also involved in helping with SW ambulance services 

• Programme in place to assist county owned farms in meeting climate change 

• £70,000 currently being used to help Afghan refugees settle 

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

• SDC have not yet set their budget 

• Look out for the draft Canal Strategy document to comment on 

 

 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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7. Clerks report 

No report 

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

• Applications: 

None 

• Permissions: 

None  

 

9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte  

 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

The majority of WAG’s focus is planning for the examination procedure. This involves 

significant planning, co-ordination of activities, reviewing documents / evidence and 

producing information for the examination / hearing. The independent programme 

officer is in place and the Planning Inspectorate has appointed two Inspectors. 

Various meetings are taking place with consultants to see what needs to be put in 

place for responses, and once the Inspectors initial “matters and issues/questions” 

are publicly available, the consultants will be able to quantify the work involved.  

 

11. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

Work is almost complete on evidence collection for most topics, apart from minor 

changes and refinement. The final draft of the Vision Statement was agreed and 

published and is available on the parish website for continued comments. Place 

Studios have produced the first very early draft of the NDP. A discussion on the 

adoption of a pre-application protocol was had, however Cllrs had not had time to 

read this and therefore deferred to the February meeting 

• To recognise the desire for allotments within the parish and resolve to look at 

options in how this may be met 

A few years ago a request was put out to see if there was any garden and / or 

land available for allotments in the parish. This was unsuccessful at the time. 

The recent NDP survey came back with 40 households expressing an interest 

in having an allotment if they were available. After a brief discussion it was 

resolved for the Clerk to enquire with land owners Berkeley estate and Ernest 

Cook Trust to see if there is any land availability for allotments.  

 

12. Highways 

• To receive any updates on the TRO for the double yellow lines at St Johns 

Road and the Patch and resolve any actions 

The consultation maps and letters were received on Friday and will be put on 

the website and advertised. GCC also sent this to all residents affected by the 

proposal. Water bollards supplied by Highways will be placed on the verge 

outside the car park this week in conjunction with the survey and parking 

habits will be monitored. Cllr P Garrett has arranged for these to be filled.  
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o To consider parking alternatives and actions surrounding this 

Residents expressed concern of where the cars will be displaced to 

and sought clarity on the wording of the consultation which stated, “No 

waiting”, which was taken to mean the double yellow lines being put 

down. It was noted the amount of cars parked that belonged to 

boaters, and the fact that Canals and Rivers Trust (CaRT) were very 

hard to communicate with in terms of getting them to acknowledge 

their own regulations when it comes to having no parking facilities and 

people living on boats where there are no residential moorings.  

It was suggested a separate meeting should be had on this subject as 

it was felt too much to discuss in a council meeting, however it was 

noted that this is being taken through the Severn Voice group of 

Councils with Cllr H Jones assisting in this.  

o To review and resolve the planning application for change of 

conditions at the Patch car park to allow overnight parking and resolve 

costs for the application to be submitted. 

After discussion Cllr M Stayte proposed that the removal of the 

condition should be applied for, with Cllr A Durkin seconding and all in 

favour. It was felt if the condition was removed it would allow the 

Parish Council to have options in how they managed the car park – 

this does not mean the council have to remove their restrictions if they 

felt it was needed. With the time planning applications can take it was 

felt to apply now instead of waiting for the outcome of the TRO 

consultation.  

o To consider if car park to go 24/7 looking at power supply to provide 

ANPR instead of solar power. 

Clerk to enquire with WPD on getting power for the ANPR camera, so 

as to have constant power instead of relying on solar. 

o To consider a project of electric charging points in the car park and 

what funding is available for this. 

It was also resolved to enquire with WPD about connectivity for EVC 

points. Cllr S Davies said GCC are due to release funding soon for 

communities to apply for EVC points.  

• To consider possibilities of a parking solution in Ryalls Lane 

Cllrs resolved for the Clerk to enquire with Berkeley Estate and WPD about 

land on Ryalls Lane leading to the substation which could be a potential for a 

car park.  

• To receive report on Slimbridge Highway matters and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

The footpath from Dursley Road to A4135 has been cleared. It is thought that 

Highways own the wooded area of land, but they claim not to. Clerk to check 

with Highways England.  

It was also to resolved to send out a letter to all farmers on an annual basis to 

remind them of mud on the roads, and keeping ditches and footpaths clear on 

land that they own.  

• To receive a report from meeting with police on ANPR updates.  

A report was circulated on the latest information on having an ANPR, the 

locations for these has now been transferred to the police safety team to 

assess locations. New software is also being trialled so as the cameras can 

send out automated letters to those speeding. Clerk has a further meeting 

with the police this week to obtain updates.  
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• To receive information on a new light on St Johns Road by the entrance of 

the disabled footpath and consider the costs and need for this.  

The cost of this would be £800 and can be fitted to the wooden pole outside 

the house. It was resolved to ask the house owner by the wooden pole if they 

would have any objections to this, if not, then it was suggested the Parish 

Council could apply for funds through the Build Back Better scheme being run 

by the County Council and Cllr S Davies said he would support this.  

 

13. To receive report from meeting with PCSO Mike Trebble and resolve whether to 

set up a community speedwatch group. 

A report was circulated and it was resolved not to have a community speed watch 

group as it was felt the VAS did this and if the Parish Council have an ANPR this 

would also cover this situation.  

 

14. To receive report from the Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

The VAS remain popular and continue to be circulated throughout the village and 

data collected.  

Concern was raised that after listening in to the recent scrutiny committee meeting, 

Quiet Lane members felt that Gloucestershire CC were moving away from the 

agreed Stockholm agreement with regards to 20mph. Cllr S Davies noted this 

confusion and has raised this expressing that Slimbridge should continue to be an 

example of where 20mph can work in a rural setting. 

 

15. To receive any flooding updates for the parish, including response from the 

IDB and resolve next actions 

The IDB responded to say they were not in a position to maintain the rest of the 

ditches within the parish. Cllrs J Cullimore and A Butcher will walk the parish looking 

at ditches to ascertain what actions could be taken in the long term. 

STW due to carry out works in the parish reviewing their works they had completed a 

few years back. 

 

16. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

• To consider plans for Jubilee footpath project and resolve actions 

Clerk had circulated a report on initial options to run with the project with a 

potential link to a company to provide footpath waymarkers in the appropriate 

colours for the routes. It was resolved that this could be bought up with the 

volunteers who wish to be involved in the footpaths, with training due in 

February.  

• To resolve to purchase further Slimbridge Hi Viz tabards for the footpaths 

working group volunteers.  

It was resolved to purchase 10 additional hi-viz with Slimbridge Parish 

Council on the back.  

 

17. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive updates on tombstone survey and resolve actions 

The purchase order has been submitted for the survey works on the listed 

tombs and this is due to take place in February. There are a couple of tombs 

covered in ivy and vegetation and this will be carefully removed this week. 

The hedges in the cemetery are due to be cut next week.  
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18. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works to the play area 

Nothing to report 

• To resolve expenditure and location for table tennis table 

Costs had been circulated from Mannt Leisure on their table tennis table, a 

concrete plinth for it to be sat on, with grass matting surrounding this. This 

was within the PARCS budget and Cllrs all resolved to go ahead with the 

purchase. Clerk and Cllrs P Garrett and J Cullimore to find a suitable location.  

• To resolve policy for Pavilion, Playing field and amphitheatre hiring 

This had been circulated and all Cllrs resolved to accept. Clerk to put on 

website. 

• To resolve to renew contracts for Maintenance and Grass cutting with current 

contractors 

The maintenance costs were going up an additional £1 per hour, and the 

Grass cutting company had a 5% increase. Cllrs resolved to accept this. Clerk 

to circulate the maintenance person’s responsibilities.  

• To receive updates on the Cambridge Queening apple tree and resolve 

actions 

It had been resolved that the tree would be located on the playing field, 

however, new information on its actual size had been received, and with it 

only growing to approx 8-10ft, it was resolved to plant it on the Cambridge 

Village Green. A parishioner will organise the purchase of this for the Parish 

Council, costing approx £25.00 and it was discussed about having a planting 

event with a past Cllr being invited to assist in this. Cllr P Garrett to speak 

with resident.  

 

19. To receive updates from Gigaclear and connections to Pavilion and Village Hall 

and resolve next actions.  

With still no response from Gigaclear on the connections of the Pavilion or Village 

Hall, it was resolved for the Clerk to contact the original agent who assisted in getting 

the compensation package together to ask for advice on this situation.  

 

20. To review Legion lease and resolve renewal 

The lease was agreed with an increase of £20 on the annual rent with a review in 

3years time. It was also requested that the Standing Order for payments be set up as 

the next instalments are due.  

Cllr M Stayte to check on overnight parking signs and for them to be put back up. 

 

21. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Safeguarding, 

Discipline and Grievance, e-mail protocol  

Cllrs all resolved these were fit for purpose 

 

22. To resolve lone working policy including opening and locking up of Village Hall 

for meetings.  

Cllrs resolved for this to be adopted 

 

23. To resolve declaring a Climate Emergency and the actions for this 

Cllrs to look at a document done by the Neighbourhood Plan group and consider how 

this could be implemented. To be on February’s agenda. 
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24. To resolve additional costs for the Cambridge tree lights 

The group had overspent on the new lights despite them being verbally informed of 

the budget. Cllrs resolved to pay the difference, however, for next year, all 

expenditure will go through the Clerk.  

It was also discussed on getting quotes for a cherry picker so as to book it to put up 

and take down lights. Currently only half the lights have come down. Clerk to ask if 

Rocket Rentals are able to loan a cherry picker free of charge to remove the 

remaining lights. 

 

25. Accounts 

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To resolve precept for 2022 / 2023  

Cllrs resolved the precept at £66,165.00 

• To note the additional ideas to be included in the Strategic Plan and approve 

these.  

Since this had gone out for public review a number of items had been put 

forward from parishioners and these had been added to the plan. Cllrs 

resolved to agree to these being included. Updated plan available on the 

website. 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and signed 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax and pension £ 1676.08 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, smart water legionella test,  

£ 181.98 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 180.00 

P Garrett  General expenses £ 22.97 

J Ceasar Tree lights £ 296.68 

Place Studio NDP works £ 900.00 

Gloucestershire 
playing field 
association 

Annual membership £ 50.00 

 

26. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Correspondence updates 

A further letter had been received and sent to the police. Council will now wait for 

further correspondence from the police on the matter. 

• Staff 

To confirm that the Clerks change of hours and pay scale is effective from January.  

 

27. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 14th February  Planning and full council  7.30pm  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 


