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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 
 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

 at 7.30pm on Monday 15th November 2021 at Slimbridge Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs J Cullimore, E Ferrigno, M Stayte, A Butcher, A Durkin, 

Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Cllrs H Jones, 1 parishioner representing Quiet Lanes group, 1 

parishioner representing NDP 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr G Storey, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllrs G Craig, L Green 

 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

 

3. Public 10 minutes 

Parishioner had circulated a report on the verge issues in Ryalls Lane and requesting 

a working group is formed to look at the issues to put forward resolutions. Discussion 

was had on the meetings Cllrs and Clerk have had with Highways in the past and 

that limited works could be done, previous idea of logs on the verges had been done 

but Highways deemed it dangerous and had to be moved.  

District Cllr H Jones has been liaising with Canals and River Trust (CaRT) and also 

similar experiences are being had in the parishes of the Severn Group, which has 

been discussed at the recent Severn Voice meeting.  

After much debate it was noted two options: to form a working group or allow Severn 

Voice to take this forward and review their progress in the next 3 months, after which 

a working group could be reconsidered. The majority Cllrs voted to allow Severn 

Voice to take this forward with Cllr H Jones looking at arranging a meeting with 

CaRT.  

 

4. To approve the meetings on Monday 18th October 2021 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

 

5. To receive report from County Cllr S Davies 

Gloucestershire received £50m in the Autumn Spending Review. GCC secured £12m 

of this to spend on sustainable and active travel. Unfortunately Stroud District Council 

did not submit a bid in this round and therefore received nothing.   

GCC has launched a campaign advocating a Greener Christmas with advice on Food 

waste, gifts and Trees 

More locally I have been working on Secondary School capacity. This is less of an 

issue in Slimbridge as it is in the catchment area for Rednock, but with future housing 

developments proposed there is concern that there will be an issue by 2026, 

although there is a peak working through the school system which will cause some 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
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stress in 2023. The Department for Education has granted permission for a school in 

this timescale and work is currently being carried out on the best location. 

My area has 2 weeks of Lengthsman time allocated in December. I have asked 

Yakub to look at the A38 Slimbridge Roundabout area, but if you have any additional 

ideas please let me know. 

On the TRO I have raised this with the Chief Executive and am still at a complete 

loss as to why we seem to have made no progress. I can only apologise 

 

Cllrs asked why SDC did not apply for the grant funding, Cllr H Jones stated that this 

would have to be asked to the Council leader. 

 

6. To receive a report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Cllr H Jones noted that the County Council has also put in £8million to vulnerable 

people. There is also Community funding available to put on village events etc. Cllrs 

felt this could be forwarded to Friends Of Slimbridge School (FOSS) to apply towards 

their event in the summer. 

The District Council has had a recent audit on some of its services with the Planning 

and Enforcement department not coming out well, with failures. The report is due to 

be published soon, and Cllr H Jones has spoke to the head of planning who has said 

they will be looking to improve.  

 

7. Clerks report 

A response was finally received from the CEO at GCC which has been circulated and 

stated that he gets a lot of e-mails to his address. 

The new noticeboard has been ordered, although Clerk hasn’t heard from the 

contractor and will chase up. 

It was resolved that FOSS could go ahead with the circus on the playing field in the 

summer as a fundraising event. Clerk has requested all risk assessments are sent to 

the Parish Council beforehand to ensure all concerns are covered.  

The amphitheatre has now been paid and all to monitor the situation with the gravel 

on the seating area.  

 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte 

• Applications: 

o S.21/2560/TPO TPO 319, Churchend Farm, St Johns Road,  

TPO 319 - large mature Oak tree - lower limbs to be removed 

Cllrs noted the application and resolved no further comments. 

• Permissions: 

o S.21/1794/HHOLD Hope House Barn, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge 

Extension to existing ancillary outbuilding to provide covered parking 

for three vehicles (Re-submission of S.21/0095/HHOLD) 

o S.21/1694/HHOLD Acre Mead, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge 

Removal of existing detached garage and the construction of a new 

enlarged attached garage 

o S.21/1748/FUL Overspill car park, The Wetland and Wildfowl Trust, 

Newgrounds Lane, Slimbridge 

Erection of building for Slimbridge Scout group 

o S.21/2200/CPL Hale Place, Moorend Lane, Slimbridge,  

Convert existing integral garage to bedroom 
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9. Next planning team: 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

 

10. To receive recommendations from Solar Farm Community Advice Panel on the 

applications for funding. To resolve whether to accept the recommendations. 

The Community Advice Panel had met last week and the below recommendations 

were put forward. Cllr J Cullimore proposed the recommendations were accepted 

and this was seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno with all Cllrs in favour.  

Organisation Grant required for: Amount 

requested: 

Slimbridge 

Parish 

Council 

expenditure 

powers 

CAP recommendation 

Wisloe Action 

Group (WAG) 

Professional assistance 

for opposing Wisloe 

Green (PS37) 

development 

£ 

11,228.00 

General 

Power of 

Competence 

£1,097.00.  
This was the remaining 
of the funds left. CAP 
noted previous funding 
received and also 
noted there will be 
people in community 
that support 
development.  

Slimbridge W.I. Memories mosaic £ 350.00 General 

Power of 

Competence 

£0 
This project was noted 
as being near 
completed, and 
therefore CAP felt this 
was retrospective and 
did not qualify for the 
funding as per grant 
conditions. 

Friends of 

Slimbridge school 

I pads £ 4,779.00 General 

Power of 

Competence 

£4,779.00 
CAP felt this was a 
worthwhile project to 
fully support. It was 
also suggested that 
they discuss this with 
the school to see if the 
school can purchase 
any cheaper or claim 
VAT back.  

Slimbridge Parish 

Council 

Conservation survey of 

listed memorials in St 

Johns Churchyard  

£ 2,000 General 

Power of 

Competence 

£2,000.00 
CAP felt this was a 
worthwhile project to 
fully support. 

Slimbridge Scouts Wetlands hut project £28,554.15 

 

General 

Power of 

Competence 

£14,000 
After much discussion 
and noting that the full 
amount could never 
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have been funded, it 
was felt that a 
proportion of the 
request could be 
granted to begin the 
process of installing the 
cabin.  

 

11. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

WAG are preparing for the examination process following SDCs submission of the 

local plan to the Planning Inspectorate. This will involve a whole raft of activity in the 

next few weeks including; review of SDC updated documents and representations 

from the Proposers, Statutory Consultees and other parties where there may be 

information that relates to proposed site PS37 and the specific issues raised in 

WAG’s consultation response.  

The WAG professional consultants are ready to proceed waiting outcome from the 

application for grant funding from the solar farm. A follow up meeting with Clearlead 

is anticipated to take place w/c 15th or 22nd November. 

WAG are organising a fundraising event late December. Further details to follow. 

WAG’s AGM will take place in December.  

 

12. To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and 

resolve any actions / expenditure 

Work is almost complete on evidence collection on all topics.  A meeting took place 

with Place Studios on 19 October to discuss the vision and objectives for the NDP. 

Draft 5 of the vision statement was agreed at the SG meeting on 3 November. The 

text is: 

“The historic parish of Slimbridge has changed organically over the centuries. Each 

village and hamlet has developed a distinctive ambience based on vernacular 

architecture, close connections to the peaceful countryside, and a strong community 

spirit. In the future, the parish will grow in the same way, and the quality of life will 

improve for both able and disabled residents. The vision for the parish is for all future 

commercial and domestic developments to be in character, meet local needs, be 

appropriate in size and contribute positively to reducing climate change and flooding. 

Domestic developments will allow home working. 

The community will use the plan to improve the parish’s biodiversity and maintain its 

rural character. Orchards and allotments will flourish, green spaces will be respected, 

and the cherished views conserved.  

Tourism will continue to benefit the parish economically and the difficulties will be 

mitigated by encouraging public transport and low emission vehicles  

Improvements to the local rights of way network and lanes will encourage walking 

and cycling 

Appropriate businesses and agriculture, especially those offering apprenticeships, 

will be encouraged. Improvements and expansion of community facilities will promote 

their use. 

Exploration of the rich heritage and archaeology of the parish will illuminate its past 

and the plan will guide its way in the future.” 

The objectives will be drafted over the next two weeks. The NDP was represented at 

the History Society Heritage Weekend (23-24 October) and was well received by 

visitors. The VDS 2016 has been reviewed and options for an update are being 



 

Signed / Date  pg. 852 
 

considered in conjunction with Simon Mayer of SDC and Place Studios. The NDP 

plan is on schedule and on cost. 

• To resolve to publish a local business directory on the Parish Council website. 

Cllrs resolved to have the local business directory on the website. This will be 

for businesses within the parish only, and a footer will state that the Parish 

Council do not promote any of these businesses other than they are based in 

the parish. Businesses will be responsible for keeping their information up to 

date.  

 

13. Highways 

• To receive any updates on the TRO for the double yellow lines at St Johns 

Road and the Patch and resolve any actions 

No response has been received to requests for updates at all. Cllr H Jones 

offered to speak with Cllr S Davies again and also the MP. Cllrs requested 

that the Parish Council also contact the MP.  

o To consider parking alternatives and actions surrounding this 

Consideration of putting in a change of conditions application to 

Stroud District Council. This will be to allow overnight parking to permit 

holders if Cllrs resolve this to be a solution in keeping the road clear, 

once the double yellow lines are in place. The majority of Cllrs were in 

favour of this being investigated. Clerk to complete form and obtain 

costings to be resolved at the next meeting.  

The ANPR company had sent some information on permits but this 

would require further information. Clerk to also ask company how 

many tickets they have issued since the ANPR has been in place.  

• To receive report on Slimbridge Highway matters and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

Clerk and Cllr M Stayte had met with Highways. The updated list has been 

circulated. The path from the bottom of the Old Dursley Road to the A4135 is 

now due to be swept and the fencing cleared away. It was being investigated 

as to who owned the patch of trees in this area.  

A number of other items were discussed to add to the list – flooding at Thatch 

Cottage, fence on the corner of Longaston and Ryalls Lane, lamppost 

requirement at the end of the disabled footpath in St Johns Road and a 

muddy verge area in Lightenbrook Lane  

• To discuss completing the verge outside the Patch car park and resolve 

actions / expenditure with 50:50 funding with GCC 

The highways manager had informed that to have this works completed it 

would need to be a 50:50 scheme. A quote was given for £5,000. Monies are 

in the budget under verges for this to be done. The highways manager said 

he could accept an application form in March to look to do the works in the 

new financial year. Cllr J Cullimore proposed this gets done in March, 

seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno with all Cllrs in favour.  

 

14. To receive report from the Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

The speed signs continue to be moved round the parish with positive feedback. 

Consideration of placing it on the southside of the A38 was mentioned. A quarterly 

report has been done for the website.  
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15. To receive a report from the Severn Voice meeting 

• ½ of the meeting was taken up with the issues on the canal and the request 

for a formal meeting with CaRT.  

• A new secondary school will be built in the area, with Whaddon being a 

possibility.  

• The current grant from GCC for the parish verge cutting may be reduced. 

• Arlingham have requested a talk from Stroud planning department 

• There was concern of too many solar farms appearing  

 

16. To receive report from the Canal Strategy meeting and resolve actions 

4 parish / town councils attended this meeting including SPC – Clerk and Cllr A 

Butcher attended. 

A slide show was presented with works covered. The overall outcome of their 

research to date was that they would be covering the vision of the canal under 3 

headings/themes of ‘Crossings’, ‘Clustering’ and ‘Continuity’. 

There will be a public consultation with a questionnaire due to go out and they are 

asking town and parish councils to promote this.  

Since the meeting no information has been sent from the contractor or Stroud DC.  

 

17. To receive any flooding updates for the parish 

• To discuss proposal of asking the IDB to adopt the ditches network in the whole 

of Slimbridge to assist in managing flood risk in the parish. 

Information had been circulated with a proposed letter for the IDB asking them to 

adopt all remaining ditches in the parish. After a brief discussion Cllrs resolved 

they were happy with the wording and the Clerk to send this to the IDB. 

  

18. To receive updates from Gigaclear and connections to Pavilion and Village Hall 

Whilst the outside pot has now been installed at the Pavilion, this hasn’t been 

connected to inside and no responses have been received from e-mails sent. Clerk 

to ask if Cllr S Davies can assist in getting a response. 

  

19. To receive updates on the Patch Car Park – bunds and surfacing, and resolve 

any actions / expenditure 

All the bunds have been weeded and cleared ready for the planting of the remaining 

whips which are due to come via Stroud Valleys Project. It was felt that Slimbridge 

volunteers could plant these themselves and save on monies. It was also felt that the 

bunds become too full of weeds to allow bulbs to be planted and so it was discussed 

to keep the bunds cut every 6 weeks asking the maintenance man to do this.  

The car park surface was looked at by Cllrs J Cullimore and P Garrett, but due to 

conditions of having a porous surface for drainage it was felt that without changing 

conditions or spending a lot of money it was limiting in what could be changed. There 

are currently weeds growing on the car park and it has been advised to use a rock 

salt solution to treat them. Cllr P Garrett to look at this.  

 

20. Footpaths – to receive any reports and resolve any actions / expenditure 

A recent footpath meeting was held with PROW and this was very successful. The 

group will have official training in the new year which will allow them to repair and 

maintain some of the footpaths and stiles. Clarification was given on some of the 
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legislation surrounding footpaths and keeping them clear, especially where it comes 

to crops being planted on them.  

It was noted that CSL 26 has had crops planted, this to be monitored to ensure the 

footpath remains accessible.  

 

21. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard 

• To receive updates on Wade monument and resolve actions / expenditure on 

repairs 

Noting that the Parish Council had been successful in their bid to the Solar 

Farm fund for a survey to be carried out on all the listed tombs in the 

churchyard, Clerk suggested that this is carried out first, then quotes obtained 

for any repairs that may be found, and from this a Grant application be made 

to the Heritage Lottery fund to fix them all. This is something a local church at 

Luckington has had done. Cllrs agreed to this action plan.  

• To receive consultation on Environmental Permitted Regulations and how this 

may affect the cemetery. To resolve responses.  

A consultation on how cemeteries are run with regards to environmental 

concerns. This had been circulated. Further information is required on the 

depth of the water table, and the spacing between cemetery plots is going to 

need to be assessed. It is hoped that the Council can apply for an exemption, 

but if the criteria of the binding rules are not met, then a permit may be 

required which could be annual cost of around £600. Cllr E Ferrigno to speak 

with a parishioner regarding location of plots with regards to designated 

areas. Clerk to follow up on water table heights with the Vicar and funeral 

directors / diggers. Clerk to put together a report for a response to the 

consultation in December.  

 

22. Slimbridge playing field / pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works to the play area 

Not much to report. The matting at the bottom of the slide looks like it had 

been cut, this has now been glued down and seems to be holding.  

• To resolve expenditure for table tennis table 

Clerk had sent out a selection of table tennis tables. Clerk to ask one 

company costs for a concrete plinth and grass matting to install on. Location 

was also discussed, Cllr P Garrett to look at options. Aim to install in the 

spring.  

• To consider procedures for hiring out the Amphitheatre.  

Someone has asked about a travelling theatre company doing a show at the 

amphitheatre. Clerk advised that using the amphitheatre for these events are 

likely to require hire of the Pavilion too for changing and toilets for example. It 

was resolved to look at putting a policy together for usage and costs for hire. 

Costs to consider one off events and regular users.  

• To resolve location for Jubilee oak trees 

It was resolved to plant these at the Patch car park. They are due to be 

delivered in December. 

 

23. To receive tree survey for Gossington Green and resolve action and 

expenditure.  
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Tree survey received with recommendations of works including removing some due 

to ash die back. Cllrs resolved for the Clerk to organise this using the usual tree 

contractor. 

 

24. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Tree policy, 

Traveller and Gypsy policy, Vexatious policy. 

Cllrs resolved all were fit for purpose and to ensure all policies were dated.  

 

25. To consider adopting a Zero Tolerance policy. 

A draft had been circulated and all Cllrs resolved to adopt. 

 

26. To consider a request for the PC to agree to plant a Cambridge Queening apple 

tree in the parish 

It was resolved that one could be planted at the playing field near the entrance to the 

school bridge area. It would need to be planted as soon as possible, Clerk to discuss 

with the NDP group. 

 

27. To consider the setting up of an Events working party for the village 

Cllr A Butcher had spoken with parishioners who wanted more community events for 

all to be involved in. It was felt that this could be set up under the Parish Council so 

as the events were insured. Item to go in the newsletter asking for volunteers. A 

small £100 budget could be had initially and the group could look at putting on simple 

free events to begin with. 

 

28. To consider the Parish Council declaring a Climate Emergency and the actions 

for this 

More of a report needs to be considered for this as to what the Parish Council can 

achieve. Information will be coming out through GAPTC with examples and it could 

also be linked with the NDP as Climate is one of the topics in there. To look at again 

in January. 

 

29. Accounts 

• To receive first draft of budget for precept 2022 / 2023  

The first draft has been circulated, further considerations will be needed once 

more quotes have been received from consultants with regards to the local 

Plan review and also on grass cutting quotes. An increase of £2,000 had 

been put in for the churchyard. This draft to be put on the website and a 

finalised precept can be done in January. 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and approved.  

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff Salaries, tax and pension £ 1502.43 

Helen Dunn Expenses – utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, seeds x 3 orders 

£ 277.61 

Steve Marshall Village maintenance £ 240.00 

Place Studio Ltd Neighbourhood Plan consultants £ 1526.40 

Slimbridge Village 
Hall  

Rent of venue donation £ 300.00 

Mr Owen 
Hutchison 

Gossington tree survey £ 250.00 
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30. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Correspondence - resolving actions and expenditure.  

The letter received has been forwarded to the police. Cllrs resolved to continue to 

follow this up with the police as harassment.  

31. Next meeting dates 

• Monday 6th December Planning meeting 7.30pm 

• Monday 20th December Planning meeting 7.30pm  

• Monday 10th January 2022 Planning meeting 7.30pm  

• Monday 17th January  Full council meeting 7.30pm 

• February meetings  It was resolved to change the date of the 

February meetings due to Clerk availability.  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10pm 


