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Slimbridge Parish Council 

Tel: 07943 894637 
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm on 

Monday 16th November 2020 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, P Cope, R Payne, S Tilley, Clerk 
- Helen Dunn, Co-option candidate A Butcher, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllrs H Jones, L 
Green, Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Chairman, 1 x member of Quiet Lanes 
group, 3 members of Wisloe Action Group (WAG),  

1. To note apologies for absence 

None 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne, pecuniary interest in items 9 and 10 

3. Co-option of Councillor  

One candidate had come forward, Anna Butcher, and all Cllrs resolved to co-opt. 

Clerk to arrange signing of the declarations of office and other relevant paperwork 

and training.  

4. Public 10 minutes 

It was raised about the issues of traffic with the Gigaclear roadworks at present and 

that the one way system still isn’t working / or is just being ignored by several drivers. 

Clerk is in contact with the project manager and lets them know of all reported 

issues. Cllr P Garrett will e-mail the PCSO to see if anything further can be done. 

The Parish noticeboards have been bought to the attention of the Parish Council that 

they are in need of repair or replacement. Budgets for these can be looked at in the 

upcoming working party and an offer has come in from a member of the public to 

repair if possible 

5. To approve minutes of meetings on 19th October and 2nd November 2020 as a 

true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record. 

6. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

Before lockdown, Gloucestershire County Council had put in place a Covid plan 

which will continue after this current lockdown. There are Covid Community 

Protection Officers in place taking a harder line where necessary, along with positive 

welfare checks. All care home visits have been suspended and being modified 

accordingly.  

GCC have supported the scheme that no child goes hungry during school holidays 

and will continue this over Christmas. 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Secondary school provision is being looked at in the area where numbers suggest 

this need is rising. It is a case of looking for appropriate sites in the right locations to 

accommodate these numbers. 

A new Highways manager has taken over the role of Dan Tiffney, her name is Harriet 

Osburn. 

The bridges behind the school and playing field are now in progress 

7. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green  

Regular e-mails from Stroud DC regarding Covid and where they are working at will 

now also be sent to Clerks, some District Cllrs had already been sending these to 

their local parishes.  

Further grants are available for local small businesses during this second lockdown. 

A second yellow letter is being sent to every household in the district with support 

contacts for those in isolation or requiring assistance during these times.  

Avian flu has also been reported with a number of birds at WWT infected. Measures 

will be in place for when WWT can re-open after lockdown. 

8. Clerk’s report 

An elections survey has been sent to all parishes asking for assistance for the 

upcoming elections in May 2021. Assistance such as printing, checking papers, and 

collating nominations packs to hand deliver to Stroud DC. Concern was how much 

work is involved for the Clerk and are any associated costs given back to Parishes 

who assist in this? Clerk to ask further questions. 

The invoice for Berkeley Estate to do the lease for the car park had been received a 

lot higher than anticipated. Clerk is following this up as an original quote was given.  

9. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group, and where appropriate discuss 

any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne are put into the waiting room for the next 2 items 

All members have read the various papers with regards to the Housing options 

consultation and put together reports around this, which have been circulated to 

Cllrs. No further reports on any other business. 

10. Stroud District Housing Options consultation. To receive and resolve actions 

with regards to responding to the consultation and whether to use the services 

of a consultant to respond based on points raised. Quote for consultant to be 

circulated.  

The reports from WAG had been sent to the consultants and also circulated to all 

Cllrs. The consultants came back with 3 quotes based on what can be done. It was 

resolved to go with the first stage quote initially which will give advice on what to 

comment on and include in a report. This will be back by 27th November for comment 

on by Council to resolve if further assistance will be required or whether a report can 

be written based on the response.  

The cost for this stage is up to £2,800. Cllr P Cope proposed this goes ahead with 

Cllr J Cullimore seconding and all in favour. 

Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne are entered back into the meeting. 
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11. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore and R Payne 

• Applications: 

▪ S.20/2148/OUT Sunnyside Nurseries, Cam, Dursley,  

Redevelopment of the site for an for industrial use (Use Class B2/B8) and 

retail use (Use Class A1) including the change of use of an existing dwelling 

house to office use (B1) with associated works, infrastructure and the creation 

of a new highway access onto the A38 with all matters relating to appearance 

and landscaping reserved 

Cllrs resolved to object to this application with the main concern of Highway 

safety. Other comments were raised on drainage issues too. 

• Permissions: 

▪ S.20/1822/FUL Unit 9 Cambridge Mills Dursley Road Cambridge  

Single storey workshop extension and associated works (revision of 

approved application S.19/2412/FUL)  

▪ S.20/1894/HHOLD Midfields Dursley Road Cambridge                            

Single storey side & rear extension & loft conversion. 

• Withdrawn: 

▪ S.20/1294/FUL Garage Villas Bristol Road Cambridge                         

Erection of 3 no. dwellings with associated works.  

12. Next planning team and signatories of accounts 

Cllrs P Cope, P Garrett, and A Butcher 

13. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next 

actions / expenditure 

Rapid progress is being made at present with two working groups progressing with 

Publicity and Communications, and Data collection for the questionnaire. It is 

important that information gets out to the parish via a number of methods and 

noticeboards in good condition will help with this. It is hoped to have more 

involvement with the school where possible and also WWT seem to be on board with 

one of the working group working there too. Funding for publicity will be required in 

the future to assist with this. 

Working group 2 are on their 3rd draft of the questionnaire and are looking at 

households completing the forms, and phrasing questions around land allocation, 

and will soon be ready to engage with GRCC to put the questionnaire together for 

posting out.  

To ensure the questionnaire can be carried out in a timely manner and the funding 

from Locality spent in time by the end of March, Cllrs resolved that the Clerk has 

delegated powers to authorise the expenditure within the original quotes to go ahead 

with the questionnaire, keeping Cllrs informed along the way.  

14. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch. 

Over 30 responses have been received from the public consultation in relation to 

the double yellow lines, with each of them having to be responded to by Glos 
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Highways TRO officer, some relating to concern being that there would be no 

parking for those with boats on the canal to park overnight. The recent e-mail 

from the officer indicated that the process may take some months to come to a 

conclusion.  

Cllrs expressed concern at the predicted timescales and requested that Cllr S 

Davies speaks with cabinet member for Highways to see if there is anyway to 

prioritise this scheme due the potential hazards it is causing with cars still parking 

on the road and causing congestion, despite many cars also using the car park.  

• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters 

Clerk and Cllr P Garrett had a zoom meeting with Dan Tiffney (who has now left 

his role for a different area) and Harriet Osburn, the new Highways manager for 

the area. The highways list of issues was gone through, and it was disappointing 

that none of the action had been achieved that were expected to have been 

done. Tickets have been raised for the works on the roundels, whites lines and 

bollards along St Johns Road but no dates on the works were able to be given. 

Clerk has arranged a site meeting with Harriet in December to go through the 

issues and walk the area. 

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

Sites for the VAS have been approved for collecting data, although no 

confirmation as to putting in posts for some of the locations. Clerk will follow this 

up with Harriet. 

The majority of the Community Advice Panel agreed to the purchase of 2 further 

VAS with the remainder of the monies from the Solar Farm Fund. Clerk will wait 

for the results from the SDRSG draw to see if we have been successful, if not 2 

new VAS will be purchased at the same time (as this will save on delivery costs). 

These will continue to collect data to go towards the information required for the 

TRO’s and also act as reminders to vehicles on their speeds 

• To note recent correspondence on Community ANPR cameras and Clerk’s 

updates from police meeting 

The ANPR cameras that are in place with 4 other parishes currently, have now 

got accreditation in terms of data protection. This has been done with a lot of 

work from Cllr Charles Pedrick from Rodborough, who also has involvement with 

the ANPR company, working with the Police and Crime Commissioner to look at 

a challenge between ANPR and GDPR. This has now been resolved as per the 

report attached. 
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Clerk attended a meeting with the police and the other parishes who have these 

ANPR cameras where the police have stated that they are now happy to work 

with the parishes using these cameras. They will be looking at the overall sharing 

agreements in place to ensure they are all the same, and will also work on a 

protocol to ensure they have a consistent approach with all who have this 

scheme in place. Police all have access to all the ANPR cameras. At the end of 

the meeting the police have said that they support this scheme and are not 

opposed to a growth in the scheme. There was also talk on having a system in 

place where the data from the cameras could be picked up and an automatic 

letter sent out, this is work in progress.  

Clerk asked about the moratorium that Highways have in place stopping putting 

any further ANPR’s in place. This is something that will be picked up next and 

GAPTC are also involved in this to get this moving again. A meeting is hoped to 

be arranged with Highways, GAPTC and members with ANPR cameras to 

investigate what is needed to be done. 

• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green and 

resolve any actions on this 

Clerk has spoken with the agent to act on the Parish Council’s behalf and he was 

due to get in touch with Gigaclear. No further information has yet been received. 

Clerk to follow this up. 

• To note current works in the parish by Gigaclear and the issues this has caused, 

to resolve any actions.  

This was noted under the public 10 minutes.  

15. Footpaths – to receive report 

It had been noted that some paths in Gossington were in need of further signage. Cllr 

P Garrett has some and Cllr S Tilley offered to put them up. Cllr S Tilley will also look 

at the blue route footpath after reports of a stile requiring attention and look at a 

further footpath that may be blocked.  

16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report 

• To note fencing condition at the back of cemetery and resolve action 

After the Clerk had looked through paperwork it was found that the Parish 

Council are not the owners of this particular fence. Cllr S Tilley to speak to the 

person who raised concern for them to contact the owners. 

• To consider and resolve any fees for adding inscriptions to current gravestones 

A recent enquiry on additional headstone inscriptions noted that there are no 

costings for this at the cemetery. After Cllr P Cope spoke with the church and 

other local cemeteries were looked at it was proposed by Cllr P Cope to have a 

charge of £30 for this. This was seconded by Cllr J Cullimore and agreed by all.  

• To review cemetery policies and fees and resolve and changes and being fit for 

purpose.  

The policy had been reviewed and were accepted as fit for purpose. With regards 

to the fees, these had not increased for 3 years and was therefore proposed by 

Cllr P Cope to have a 5% increase. This was agreed by all. Clerk to make the 

changes and distribute to the vicar and update the website. 
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17. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive updates on CCTV / broadband project and resolve actions and 

expenditure 

This is due to be installed 25th and 26th November and will be overseen by Cllrs P 

Garrett and P Cope.  

• Parcs projects – To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure 

▪ To receive updates on the amphitheatre, and resolve actions and expenditure 

The clerk was still waiting to hear back from 3 companies on the various 

quotes.  

• To receive updates on the school bridges.  

This had now started and seemed to be on schedule so far. 

• To receive and resolve quotes from grass cutting contractor and maintenance 

contractor.  

The grass cutting quote had been increased by 3%. Cllrs queried this increase 

and asked the Clerk to enquire on the justification for this. A discussion was had 

on the frequency of cutting of the churchyard and whether fortnightly was 

excessive, it was noted that to keep it up to the standards for it to continue 

fortnightly for the time being.  

The maintenance person remained the same for his costs and it was resolved to 

award the next year’s contract. 

18. Solar Farm Community Fund: To receive and resolve the recommendations 

from the Community Advice Panel on the applications received. 

This year’s funding was £20,862.53 with 0.89p remaining in the fund from last year. 

The CAP put forward the below recommendations: 

Organisation Grant required for: Amount 

requested: 

Slimbridge 

Parish Council 

expenditure 

powers 

CAP recommendation 

Wisloe Action 

Group (WAG) 

Professional appraisal 

to challenge PS37 

Wisloe Green 

£7,080.00 LGA 1972 

s111 

£6,457.00 (remaining 
monies in Solar Farm 
fund) subject to having a 
bank account open, or 
subject to the Parish 
Council resolving to pay 
the invoice direct from 
the Solar fund on behalf 
of WAG 

Slimbridge Cricket 

Club 

Fencing behind the 

Pavilion 

£3,500 LG(MP)A1976 

s19 

£3,500.00 

Slimbridge Village 

Hall 

Refurbishment of 

wooden flooring in 

Main Hall 

£3,405.60 LG(MP)A1976 

s19 

£3,405.60 
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Slimbridge Parish 

Council 

Traffic Road Orders for 

Quiet Lanes and 20mph 

legislation  

£7,500 Highways Act 

1980 s274, LG 

& Rating Act 

1997 

 £7,500.00 

 

A discussion was had on the fact that WAG have been unable to get a bank account 

open as none were doing this facility yet due to Covid. It is hoped that they should be 

able to from mid-December. Clerk advised that the WAG invoice for their project 

could be paid from the Parish Council account direct as a one off scenario due to the 

lack of bank account. These were proposed to be accepted by Cllr S Tilley and 

seconded by Cllr P Cope with all in favour.  

19. To receive a report from Cllr S Tilley on CN2030 meeting attended and resolve 

any actions from this 

Cllr S Tilley attended a meeting put on by Stroud DC regarding this subject and 

highlighted how climate change could have an impact on the parish with Slimbridge 

being low lying. There was also much conversation about electric cars and the 

infrastructure that will be required for this. More information on this is available on the 

Stroud DC website along with a survey which would be useful for all Cllrs to 

complete.  

20. To receive a report from the Village hall and a request for assistance with 

regards to the electrics and outdoor lighting for the car park 

The Village Hall committee had enquired about the electricity connections to the 

lighting of the car park and if this element was the responsibility of the Parish Council 

as they were responsible for the car park. Discussion was had on this, where it was 

believed that the VH had always been responsible for the electricity, and further 

information would be required as to what was needed. It was noted that the current 

wires go round Church House and they are due to have an extension and is a listed 

building. Solar lighting was also mentioned. Clerk informed Council that there was no 

budget for this in the PC account to assist. It was suggested about applying for 

grants too.  

• To resolve if any Cllr would like to go on the Village Hall committee as a 

representative of the Parish Council 

It was asked if Cllr A Butcher may like to be the Parish Council rep for the VH as 

this was the role Roger Meaden had. Clerk will discuss this with Cllr A Butcher to 

explain the roles and how these work before any decisions are to be made.  

21. To approve the dates for Parish Council meetings for 2021 

A couple of amendments were noted, and the dates were resolved.  

22. To review and approve updated policy for marquee usage in the community. 

A change had been included to allow Community groups to use the marquees for a 

donation depending on the amount of time they were planning on using them. It was 

suggested that in the Spring the marquees are put up to ensure they are in good 

condition. The changes in policy were approved.  
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23. To authorise expenditure for a new printer 

The current printer is now printing in a patchy fashion and also with red dots down 

the side despite it being cleaned out by the Clerk, therefore coming to the end of its 

life. Clerk had circulated a link for a printer at £330 for Cllrs to view, this was resolved 

by all Cllrs to purchase. The budget for this to come from contingency. 

24. Accounts  

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had previously been circulated and approved at the meeting 

• To note the external auditor’s report 

This was noted and had come back with no comments on 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1471.69 LGA 1972 s112 
(2) 
Pensions Act 
2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities 
(November), phone, mileage, 
microsoft 365, Zoom,  

£ 86.17 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 225.00 LGA 1894 s8 

GeoXphere Parish online annual fee £ 36.00 LGA 1972 s111 

P Garrett  Parc sign, defib plug cover and 
car park misc 

£ 157.74 LG(MP)A 1976 
s19, Public 
Health Act, 
RTRA 1984 

JB Planning  Planning advice to date £ 630.00 LGA 1972 s111 

Omar Cottle Making safe memorials £ 250.00 LGA 1972 s215 

25. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 30th November Extra ordinary Planning meeting 7.30pm 

▪ Monday 7th December Planning meeting   7.30pm 

▪ Monday 21st December Planning meeting   7.30pm 

▪ Monday 4th January 2021 Planning meeting   7.30pm 

▪ Monday 18th January  Full Council meeting   7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 


