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Slimbridge Parish Council 

Tel: 07943 894637 
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm on 

Monday 19th October 2020 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, P Cope, R Payne, Clerk - Helen 
Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones, NDP Chairman, 3 x members of Quiet 
Lanes group,  

 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr S Tilley, 

Cllr R Meaden sent his resignation. This was noted. Clerk to carry out vacancy 

notices.  

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

3. Public 10 minutes 

Cllr P Garrett had been discussing with the History Society about the use of 

marquees. Since the Parish Council has two marquees that are barely used 

currently, it was discussed about allowing community organisations access to them 

and what would be the charge for this. It was suggested that the History Society, if 

they wished to use them, could offer a donation of £50 for the use with the provision 

that they are returned in the same condition and clean. For the next agenda Clerk to 

look at the revision of the marquee hire policy to accommodate parish organisations 

usage.  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 21st September and 5th October 2020 as a 

true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record. 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

Gloucestershire CC have released their Covid prevention plan in response to the 

rising cases. 

With regards to Slimbridge, the hedge whips should be in place soon and are on 

order. The costs for the TRO’s for Quiet Lanes and 20mph has been given and it is 

hoped that GCC can help with funds towards this. Wisloe Road is due for closure for 

resurfacing at the end of October and at the same time the white lines, red roundels 

and crossing bollards will be installed on the St Johns Road. GCC are also in the 

process of checking the VAS locations given to them.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Update on two White papers currently being discussed – one on house numbers and 

the methodology for this – currently Stroud DC has to build 456 houses per year, with 

the revised Local Plan, currently being worked on, the numbers have to increase to 

641, but if the new revisions go through Stroud will be looking at 786 per year which 

is incredibly high. The other White paper is on Planning for the Future which looks at 

Local Plans allocating land in 3 categories of Growth, Renewal and Protection. 

A new consultation for the draft Local Plan is also due out this week looking at 2 new 

further growth sites at Whitminster and Moreton Valence along with a few smaller 

sites. The consultation also asks about spatial options again looking at concentration, 

growth points, dispersal etc. It was noted that if Wisloe is taken out of the plan then 

those numbers will need to be accommodated elsewhere. The consultation runs from 

21st October – 16th December. It is planned for the draft Local Plan to be voted on in 

February 2021 with the final plan going to the inspector in the Spring of 2021. 

Stroud DC are also promoting flu jabs and their success on the Lottery funding for 

the canal re-opening throughout Stroud.  

A parishioner asked a question on the infrastructure of the roads in relation to the 

canal, as the opening of a new link on the canal will only bring more users and 

potential traffic on the roads creating parking concerns. Cllr H Jones noted this and 

will bring it to the attention of the Environment Committee. 

7. Clerk’s report 

The Severn Voice meeting is due to meet in November – Cllr P Garrett has offered to 

attend. 

Tyning Crescent residents have now decided to go with the contractors offer of 

repairing the damaged areas on their access road.  

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group, and where appropriate discuss 

any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

Clerk had been in discussion with WAG in relation to responses on the upcoming 

consultation of new sites. It was mentioned that both Slimbridge PC and WAG would 

go through the documents to make bullet points and bring these to the next planning 

meeting for review and discuss. It would also be worth considering if professional 

advice from the appointed consultant would be beneficial to ensure that the response 

is put in looking at the spatial options and in relation to Wisloe Green (PS37), and 

whether the consultant should write this; this will depend on the level of response 

required in this consultation. It was also noted that 2.5 hours’ worth of funds had 

been used with WAG in discussion with the consultant for the next element of 

responses for the Local Plan. The consultation will be on the next Planning agenda to 

begin looking at responses.   

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Cope, P Garrett, and R Meaden 
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• Applications: 

▪ S.20/1540/HHOLD 21 Tyning Crescent, Slimbridge,  

Erection of raised decking area (retrospective) and extend height of 3 fence 

panels to 2.5 metres 

It was resolved to object to this application as it affected the privacy of 

neighbouring properties, also to note comments on watercourse concerns 

mentioned by neighbour.  

▪ S.20/1728/FUL 1 Dursley Road, Cambridge,  

Subdivision of the existing property to create a new dwelling and a two storey 

extension 

It was resolved to object to this application as it was an additional house 

intruding into the countryside and was outside the village envelope, and within 

a noisy location 

▪ S.20/2003/LBC Gossington Hall Cottage, Gossington, Slimbridge,  

Repair to existing open fronted barn 

  It was resolved to support this application 

• To note lack of response from planning / enforcement with regards to information 

sent on Land at Ryalls Lane, and resolve actions on this.  

Clerk to follow up and ask about when should the Parish Council expect to be 

informed of a retrospective application from Troy Cottage which was reported to 

enforcement some while ago. Cllr H Jones did inform the Cllrs that the 

enforcement team were small in number with a large workload and work on 

prioritising. Also, the lack of communication regarding Ryalls Lane even though 

this was reported through the Parish Council and Cllr P Cope.  

10. Next planning team and signatories of accounts 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore and R Payne  

11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next 

actions / expenditure 

The chair of the NDP reported back on the recent questionnaire that was sent out 

with a positive response to go ahead with the NDP. 61 responses were received with 

52 in favour and 6 volunteers also coming forward. There are currently two working 

groups – one working on communication and the other working on reviewing 

documents such as the Village Design Statement and Parish Plan, with the next 

stage looking at a parish questionnaire. The chair is also working on a risk register 

for the NDP so as risks that come up can be mitigated against. 

The Stroud Environment Committee had voted on the Local Plan being continued in 

its current format which gives a clear view on how the NDP can continue in line with 

this.  

It was noted that Wisloe Action Group are looking at applying for Solar farm funding 

to produce a mapping tool which will be beneficial not only for the fight against 

Wisloe (PS37), but for the NDP.  
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12. Patch Car Park  

• To note comments received and update on the situation currently 

Some e-mails had continued to come in with concerns of parking on the road and 

usage of the car park. These had been responded to either by the Clerk or the 

Chairman and advice was given to those who sent in the e-mails to also send 

their comments to the Glos Highways officers dealing with the double lines 

consultation 

• To receive updates on the planting of the bunds with Stroud Valleys Project 

resolving actions and expenditure.  

The first volunteer day had occurred and a large number of whips were planted 

with a good turn out of volunteers. Another day is planned for the end of this 

week and again after half term. Clerk to check with Stroud Valleys Project on the 

whip swapping and bulb planting and where we are with the quote from them. 

13. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch. 

The public consultation for this ended on Friday 16th October. Clerk had 

contacted the officer dealing with this who had said a number of responses had 

been received on this and it is likely to take approx. one month to go through 

these and give responses 

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions 

▪ To receive and resolve proposal from the Quiet Lanes group to use current 

Solar Farm funds (originally for ANPR) for further VAS. 

A proposal request from the Quiet Lanes group had been received to use the 

remaining funds from the Solar farm fund that were allocated for the ANPR 

camera to be used for 2 VAS cameras instead, as the current one in use is 

having desirable effects within the parish. The clerk had attended a recent 

meeting with the police and there were current concerns on the usage of 

ANPR and data protection issues as the police had received legal advice that 

number plates are classed as personal data. Whilst the police will remain 

assisting the small number of parishes that have the ANPR in place, they 

were stepping back from any new ones bought by communities. It is hoped 

that the ANPR’s will obtain some accreditation soon and can therefore be 

used by communities and the police, but there is no timescale on this at 

present. Gloucestershire CC have also put a moratorium on having any 

ANPR cameras put up too due to data protection concerns.  

Discussion occurred and taking on board the next item on the agenda, it was 

proposed by Cllr P Cope to purchase a further one VAS and have £1000 put 

by if successful in the draw of the VAS from Stroud District Road Safety 

Group. This was seconded by Cllr J Cullimore and all in favour. The purchase 

of the new camera would need to also be approved by the Solar Farm panel 

who recommend the expenditure, Clerk to contact.  

It was also discussed that the Severn Voice group were due to have a VAS 

between the parishes, only this still hasn’t occurred due to no parish taking 

forward the project and using the funds set aside by County Cllr S Davies. A 

short debate was had that if Slimbridge have their own VAS then they could 

opt out of the rota system for the Severn Voice VAS as it works out that each 
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parish will only have it for approx. 4 weeks per year anyway. It was proposed 

by Cllr J Cullimore and seconded by Cllr P Cope to opt out of this allowing 

other parishes to have slightly more time with the VAS.  

▪ To note and resolve actions on updated information from Stroud District Road 

safety Group re the sale of their VAS machines  

As discussed above, the Stroud Road Safety Group are folding and the 2 

VAS they have will be sold. Parishes who wish to be in for a chance will be 

put into a draw on the 1st December to purchase one for £1000. If Slimbridge 

aren’t successful in this, then there is potential for enough funds to remain in 

the solar fund for a third VAS anyway.  

▪ To receive report for the Parish Council to apply to the Solar Farm fund for 

monies towards 20mph and Quiet Lanes Traffic Road Order 

Dan Tiffney had given a quote of £30,000 for all the works to be done to have 

a legal 20mph and Quiet Lanes status in the Parish once criteria has been 

met. Clerk had worked out how this could be broken down and potentially 

afforded. With the 50:50 scheme of Gloucestershire County Council, they 

would pay £15,000 of this; by applying for £7,500 through the Solar farm fund 

would leave a remainder of £7,500 – £2,500 of this is in the budget already; 

and the remainder could either be precepted for next year or applied for out of 

the County Cllr budget next year if this is available.  

After discussion on this it was proposed by Cllr E Ferrigno to apply for £7,500 

and this was seconded by Cllr P Cope with all in favour.  

▪ To resolve expenditure (£100.00) for the Quiet Lanes group to make up more 

20 is Plenty signage for the parish.  

A member of the Quiet Lanes group has been making 20 is plenty signs from 

his own funds. These had been discussed in a meeting with Dan Tiffney 

recently and as long as they are moved around then more could be put up. 

Cllr P Cope proposed this is done, seconded by Cllr P Garrett with all in 

favour. 

▪ To note resident’s e-mail with regards to speed on Dursley Road.  

An e-mail had been received with speeding concerns on Dursley Road, this 

was noted and the Clerk had responded. Once the locations for VAS have 

been approved then it is planned for a VAS to go along this road too.   

• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters 

The Clerk, Cllr P Garrett and 2 members of the Quiet Lanes group had met 

recently with Dan Tiffney and the list of issues was gone through. This had been 

updated and circulated to all with another meeting due in November where a 

number of issues should have been resolved.   

▪ To resolve expenditure to purchase whips for Ryalls Lane laybys. Cultivation 

license costs to be covered by Highways 

To reduce the parking on the roadside it was agreed that the Parish Council 

could plant whips creating a hedge in the unofficial laybys. It was thought that 

enough whips would be left over from the bund planting to put some here. 

The cultivation license had been sent over for the Clerk to complete and 

Highways will carry out the necessary checks to ensure planting is safe to do.  
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• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green and 

resolve any actions on this 

E-mail exchanges had taken place and a meeting had also occurred with 

Gigaclear on the location of the green cabinet to be moved behind the bus 

shelter. Gigaclear had since sent an offer of connecting the Village Hall to Wi-fi 

free of charge indefinitely as a form of compensation. Whilst this was considered, 

Cllrs still felt that it would be better for an agent to negotiate all of this on the 

Parish Council’s behalf. If this offer were taken up it would need to be discussed 

with the Village Hall committee too. Cllrs therefore resolved to ask for an agent – 

Mike Cluley to act on their behalf and for Gigaclear to pay these expenses. Clerk 

to organise.  

14. Footpaths – to receive report 

One e-mail had been received, Cllrs P Garrett and S Tilley to follow up 

15. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report 

All ok 

16. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive updates on CCTV / broadband project and resolve actions and 

expenditure 

Cllrs resolved to go ahead with getting the CCTV put in without the broadband 

initially as it is hoped that maybe some negotiations can take place with 

Gigaclear on connecting the pavilion.  

• Parcs projects – To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure 

▪ To receive quote on sign for entrance to ‘Swan Park’ and resolve expenditure 

A quote was received for £123, it was proposed by Cllr P Cope and seconded 

by Cllr P Garrett to go ahead and purchase. This was agreed by all.  

▪ To receive updates on the amphitheatre, and resolve actions and expenditure 

Clerk had just received the revised design and quote for the amphitheatre, 

Cllrs discussed this and felt further quotes were required and to include the 

patio and the relocating of the benches. Clerk to organise. 

• To receive updates on the school bridges.  

Clerk and Cllr P Cope had met with the project manager. All was on time with 

works due to start the 26th October. Access would be from the school end and it 

is planned for the works to be completed in approx. 7weeks.  

17. To authorise expenditure for annual tree assessment and resolve that the tree 

policy is fit for purpose 

The costs remain the same for the tree assessments, Clerk to also include the trees 

on the cemetery and the one on the Village Green. This was resolved by Cllrs along 

with the tree policy being fit for purpose.  

18. Accounts  

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated previously and approved at the meeting 
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• Resolve a date for budget / precept setting working party meeting 

The date of Monday 23d November was agreed. Clerk to put forward a draft 

budget for consideration and discussion. Cllrs to forward any project ideas before 

then to include.  

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1471.69 LGA 1972 s112 
(2) 
Pensions Act 
2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities (October), 
phone, mileage, microsoft 365, 
Zoom, toner bottle 

£ 94.08 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 LGA 1894 s8 

Berkeley Estates Car park lease £ 875.00 RTRA1984 s57 

PFK Littlejohn External audit fees £ 480.00 LGA 1972 s111 

19. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act.  

Staff 
It was resolved for the Clerk to continue working at 23 hours per week. 

20. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 2nd November Planning meeting 7.30pm 

▪ Monday 16th November Full Council meeting 7.30pm 

 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of its 

functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, age, religion and any disability), 

Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


