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Slimbridge Parish Council 

Tel: 07943 894637 
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm on 

Monday 21st September 2020 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs S Tilley, E Ferrigno, R Meaden, J Cullimore, Clerk - 
Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones, 8 parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs P Cope and R Payne 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

3. Public 10 minutes 

Laybys at the bottom of Ryalls Lane were discussed saying that people were parking 

in them again, and this would cause issues once the weather turns wet as it will 

occur mud on the road again. Can bollards be placed there to prevent parking? This 

would have to be a highways matter, anyone placing anything on laybys would be 

liable if any accident were to occur. Clerk to add to the Highways list to ask. 

Conversation then led to the lack of response Highways were giving to the Parish 

Council on any highways issue and this is getting frustrating. After a short debate, the 

Clerk was asked to write to the CEO and leader of GCC to address this issue.  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 17th August and 7th September 2020 as a 

true record 

Cllr R Meaden raised concerns that item 13 was not an accurate record. This had 

been revised by the Clerk previously and was read out at the meeting. After a short 

debate it was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record. 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

No report, Cllr S Davies arrived later to the meeting 

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Cllr H Jones gave an update on the Local Plan and the coming changes that could 

be had with the White Paper in mind. Officers at SDC had been considering moving 

to the proposed new Local Plan lay out being put forward, however figures on 

housing had been taking into consideration on this matter. Currently the Local Plan 

has to deliver 466 houses per year, under the draft Local Plan it is required to deliver 

641 but changing to the new plan would increase figures to approx 786 which is a 

large amount. The current White paper is unclear as to what will happen but it is 
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focussed on growth and build with 3 categories as to how land will be used – which is 

not clarified in full.  

Therefore the current view is to plough on with the draft Local Plan, where it is being 

looked at having a further consultation on all sites and this will include some smaller 

sites and also the site at Whitminster. The Environment Committee will be voting on 

this on 15th October. If this goes through there will be an 8 week consultation from 

mid-October to mid-December and after analysis there could be a vote on the new 

plan in February 2021 with the final plan going to the inspector April / May. There 

may be implications on this due to the elections in May and advice is being sought on 

Purdah for this. Cllr H Jones to keep everyone updated.  

A question from a parishioner then led onto conversation on dispersal, house 

numbers and how this could / couldn’t work. 

7. Clerk’s report 

Troytown cottage had been reported to planning enforcement and they are now 

required to submit an amended application. 

The advert boards on the A38 had been reported, Highways have come back to say 

there is no issue with the location of these. 

Clerk is doing ongoing work on the website to make documents accessible. A 

statement has been done and changes to documents will now occur over time. 

Communication banners have been purchased with one up outside the village hall 

and the other one due to go up in Cambridge. 

The remembrance wreath has been purchased and is with Cllr P Cope. 

Arrangements for this will depend on government guidelines as to what service is 

able to be held. 

The business park at Wisloe was approached and the owners have agreed to look at 

putting up a board outside to give a list of businesses so drivers can see this more 

clearly. 

Clerk will be attending the SLCC virtual conference week of 12th October with a 

number of talks on various subjects.  

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group, and where appropriate discuss 

any actions from Slimbridge PC 

An e-mail had been received today from WAG asking for funds, up to £2,500 to be 
released for provision of professional expertise from now up to the point of 
submission of the Stroud Local Plan. Further funding will be required for provision of 
professional expertise to submit the response to the consultation, which is submitted 
to the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination. 
This is not something that could be decided tonight. WAG have now gathered a lot of 
evidence for the Wisloe Green (PS37) site and wish to have the assistance of a 
consultant to put this together for responses to the upcoming consultations from SDC 
on the Local Plan.  
The Parish Council would require 3 quotes to be considered from different planning 
consultants, the specification of what is expected for the consultants to work from, 
and the Parish Council would have to be in agreement and resolve this so as to place 
the purchase order from the Parish Council’s budget.  
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Whilst understanding that a specific timeframe for the works for the consultant to 
carry out would be difficult to be exact on, as this would depend on what is in the 
specification, and it would depend on how much time is required for research etc, the 
Parish Council would like a brief scope of works of what is required. This can be 
discussed at the next planning meeting on 5th October.  

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore and R Payne 

• Applications: 

▪ S.20/1635/FUL Slimbridge Farm, Moorend Lane, Slimbridge,  

Construction of a new dairy complex 

  Cllrs resolved to support this application 

▪ S.20/1822/FUL Unit 9, Cambridge Mills, Dursley Road, Cambridge.  

Single storey workshop extension and associated works (revision of approved 

application S.19/2412/FUL) 

  Cllrs resolved to support this application 

▪ S.20/1894/HHOLD Midfields, Dursley Road, Cambridge,  

Single storey side & rear extension & loft conversion. 

  Cllrs resolved to support this application 

• Permissions: 

• Refusals: 

Application Appeal:  S.19/1501/P3Q Land at Longaston Lane, Slimbridge was 
refused under delegated powers 

• To note and resolve any comments in relation to the White Paper Planning for the 

Future – report sent by the NDP group. 

This report was noted to be put forward as a response.  

10. Next planning team and signatories of accounts 

Cllrs P Cope, P Garrett, and R Meaden 

11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next 

actions / expenditure 

• To note and resolve actions from the NDP Risks and Benefits report from the 

NDP group 

Chair of the NDP gave an overview as to where the steering group are and a 

short questionnaire is going out to the parish with the newsletter this week 

gathering views from parishioners on having an NDP for the parish and asking for 

more volunteers. More people are needed from the farming, business, and school 

communities to give an input. Cllr H Jones and J Cullimore offered to help with 

the farming aspect but also stated they will be limited to attend meetings due to 

their work commitments. It was also noted that the NDP meetings are held in the 

day which limits businesses and those working to attend. The steering group will 

look at this.  

The Risks and Benefits reports gave the Parish Council 4 options to choose from 

based on various scenarios going forward with the NDP. The options were read 

out and Cllrs resolved to go with option 1 which allowed the NDP group to carry 

on progressing forward with putting together information whilst at the same time 
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monitoring to see the outcome of SDC with their Local Plan to see how a NDP 

will fit in.  

12. To receive report on Patch Parking Project and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

All signs are now up and the site continues to be monitored.  

13. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch.  

Clerk had received information that the public consultation from Gloucestershire 

county council on this will begin this week and run until the 16th October. After 

which any comments will have to be reviewed by the officers.  

Discussion occurred with parishioners on the following on this matter: 

• The number of cars still parking on the road in dangerous positions and 

not using the car park. Can anything be done on this as it is a hazard. The 

Parish Council have raised this many times with the PCSO and when they 

have visited they have always said there is no dangerous parking for them 

to deal with. Could police cones be used to prevent cars parking on the 

bend? 

• Irresponsible to have the car park open during the pandemic inviting 

tourism to the area.  

• Until the double yellow lines are down the parking issues won’t be fully 

resolved. The Parish Council remain monitoring the area to ensure the 

barriers are in place to allow visibility splay on exiting the car park.  

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions 

Geoff Simms gave information on a website called Collideoscope which allows 

people to record their near misses on the roads. This can then build up a record 

of potential spots that could be alerted to Highways or police for further action on 

prevention of accidents.  

Cllr S Davies has said he has spoken with Dan Tiffney on the lack of responses 

to the Parish Council. A meeting is due to be had to discuss parish highways 

issues again.  

The Quiet Lanes group needs to send a list of the roads off St Johns Road to be 

identified in the Quiet Lanes process.  

Signs are being put up for 20mph, these just need confirming with Highways 

Vehicle Activated Sign – this has been working well with many comments 

applauding it. The group would like to apply for further VAS machines to circulate 

around the village to keep up momentum of reminding drivers of their speeds. 

This needs to be approved before submission as it would come under the Parish 

Council application.  

An update on the red roundels and crossing points was mentioned. Cllr S Davies 

to follow this up.  
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• To receive the information from Stroud District Road Safety Group and resolve 

response. 

The SDRSG have e-mailed a report and a resignation letter from the Chair. Two 

options were posed, one asking for volunteers to carry on with the group and the 

other that if the group were to fold then the VAS machines they own would be 

sold and the monies split back between the groups who signed up.  

No-one was able to volunteer to assist in the running of the group but it was 

resolved to express an interest in purchasing a VAS if they were being sold off.  

• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters 

As discussed earlier there is a lack of response from Highways and this will be 

addressed. Clerk has received an e-mail from Dan Tiffney to look at meeting 

dates. 

• To note the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green and resolve any 

comments / actions on this 

A number of complaints had been received with regards to works undertaken by 

Gigaclear on the Cambridge village green installing a communications cabinet in 

the middle of it. Clerk had contacted Gigaclear and a site meeting had occurred 

earlier today. Gigaclear have admitted it is wrong and works is not up to standard 

and they shouldn’t have carried out any works on the village green without 

contact and permission from the Parish Council first. They are putting a revised 

plan together to fix the issues and will be attending the planning meeting of the 

Parish Council on the 5th October with possible resolutions.  

14. Footpaths – to receive report 

A footpath at the Patch had been reported as being overgrown with crops. Cllr R 

Meaden had looked at this and has spoken with the farmer who has said it will get 

cleared once his contractors come in as there had been a delay on this. This to be 

monitored and if no action has occurred by the planning meeting then it can be 

reported to Public Rights of Way. 

15. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report 

Clerk is waiting for confirmation that the works on the cross memorial stones have 

been completed before putting in another purchase order for the smaller memorials.  

16. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive quotes for CCTV and resolve actions and expenditure 

Three quotes have now been received, after reviewing them, Cllrs resolved to go 

with Falcon Security. Clerk to now obtain further quotes for broadband so this can 

be connected and set up.  

• Parcs projects – To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure 

▪ To receive updates on logo for entrance to ‘Swan Park’ 

Clerk trying to obtain information if there was a separate logo for this as 

opposed to the PARCS logo. Cllr P Garrett to follow up with a former member 

of the group 
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▪ To receive updates on the amphitheatre. 

Clerk and Cllr P Cope had met a contractor on site to look at the design and 

get a full quote for the works. This is due to arrive soon 

• To receive any response to the Bridge complaint sent to CEO of Gloucestershire 

County Council and resolve any comments.  

A response had been received giving information on the process that had taken 

place over the last 3 years. The CEO had not responded directly but someone 

had done so on his behalf. It was noted that an acknowledgement from the CEO 

would have been appreciated.  

• To note the start date of the school bridge works   

Information has now been received that works will be starting during the October 

half term and should be completed by Christmas.  

17. To receive plans and costs for Tyning Crescent leased land entrance and 

resolve actions / expenditure 

No further information had been received on this.  

18. To receive updates and information on concerns of people living on land in 

Ryalls Lane with no or limited facilities 

Clerk was following this up with the Neighbourhood Wardens but no reports had 

been received back.  

19. To review Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Risk Management.  

Cllrs resolved that these continue to be fit for purpose 

20. To note the date of GAPTC AGM and discuss / resolve any resolutions to 

submit 

This was noted with no resolutions put forward. 

21. Accounts  

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and noted 

• To note the percentage increase for staff as approved by NALC in line with the 

contracts NJC scale 

This had been circulated and noted 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1653.89 LGA 1972 s112 
(2) 
Pensions Act 
2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities 
(September), phone, mileage, 
microsoft 365, hand sanitser 
gel and wall dispensers, chain 
for VAS, Zoom, banners, 

£ 242.55 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 300.00 LGA 1894 s8 

Royal British Legion Remembrance Wreath £ 17.00 LGA 1972 s137 

TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 2775.14 LGA 1894 s8 
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Town and Parish 
website 

Annual website  £ 190.00 LGA 1972 s142 

P Garrett Car park, pavilion, and road 
sign expenses 

£ 156.95  

22. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 5th October Planning meeting 7.30pm 

▪ Monday 19th October Full Council meeting 7.30pm 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of its 

functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, age, religion and any disability), 

Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


