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Slimbridge Parish Council
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Planning Meeting via Zoom,
at 7.30pm on Monday 7'" September 2020

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, R Meaden, P Cope, Clerk -
Helen Dunn, parishioners x 9

1.

Apologies for absence
Clir S Tilley, District Clir H Jones, County Clir S Davies

Declaration of interests on the agenda

None. It was noted by Clir R Meaden that he believes he no longer has an interest to
declare as this topic is in relation to traffic at the Patch and not in relation to the car
park itself.

Public 10 minutes
No discussion on any other matter, public all present for the double yellow lines.

To discuss and resolve actions from a recent meeting regarding the double
yellow lines outside the Patch Car Park

Clir P Garrett gave an initial overview as to why this item is on the agenda and the
reasons behind it:

The Parish Council currently have an application in with Gloucestershire County
Councill for double yellow lines outside the school on St Johns Road and also at the
Patch from Cypress House all the way down to the WWT. A recent meeting with a
parishioner highlighted concerns that overnight there will be nowhere for those who
currently park overnight around the Patch area to park, due to the Parish Council car
park having closure times and the proposed double lines. Concern was raised that
those who do park overnight would either continue to do so, or park in alternative
locations that could cause issues elsewhere in the vicinity. A proposed suggestion
was a small section of the double yellow lines to be made into a single yellow line
with a time restriction allowing overnight parking from early in the evening to first
thing in the morning. Advice from the TRO officer was that if changes were to be
made before the public consultation, it would be less of a time delay to do this now,
than if it were to go through an objections process.

Parishioners comments and discussion:
Q: Why was the request made to potentially change the double yellow lines?
A: This would potentially allow a workable solution for boaters and businesses

overnight but still allow the area to be free flowing of traffic throughout the day.

Q: Where could the single line go?
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A: Suggestions of either outside the car park or the other side of the canal bridge

Q: Clarification on the double yellow lines and single yellow line

A: The double yellow lines would be on both sides of the road from Cypress house to
the other end of the car park, then a suggestion of either a single line from the other
side of the entrance to the car park towards the bridge, or a single line section on the
other side of the canal bridge. This could allow parking from early evening to early
morning.

Discussion with a couple of parishioners preferring the single yellow line (if this was
proposed) to be located on the other side of the canal bridge just for over night
parking as this would still keep the main area around the Patch free from parking and
allow free flowing traffic which was one of the main aims of the car park. An agreed
length would have to be looked at. Legislation on parking and time restrictions for
single yellow lines would need clarifying. Concern of people walking on the road on
the other side of the canal in the evening and whether parked cars would cause a
safety issue — this would be for Highways to assess.

Would confusion be caused if there is a mixture of single and double lines and when
parking is allowed? This would be for Highways to assess.

Q: Campervans and people living on them parked on the side of the road, how is this
dealt with?

A: This has been mentioned in the past and the Parish Council have alerted the
Neighbourhood Warden to this.

Discussion occurred on who the campervans belonged to and if this is in relation to
the boaters.

Information from a parishioner was given as to the original proposal behind the car
park. This being the automated bridges with Canals and Rivers Trust and that this
would come with double yellow lines which meant there would be nowhere to park on
the road, therefore causing issues as to where people would park when visiting the
area. The car park was meant to solve this but is now preventing people parking
overnight due to conditions from Stroud DC and acceptance of these by Slimbridge
PC. Having a single yellow line on the other side of the canal, allowing overnight
parking, would solve these issues. Parishioner indicated there will be objections if
there is nowhere for overnight parking.

Brief discussion then occurred on allowing parking overnight in the car park; the
conditions that have been set; and whether permits could be an option or would this
mean there would be too many people requesting a permit overnight. This would not
necessarily solve the issue due to the height barrier in place preventing vans,
campervans etc on entering.

A discussion on the boaters living on the canal and parking spaces also occurred
along with the process of the TRO and the public consultation.

Clirs gave their views on the situation with the majority sticking to the original TRO as
a mixture of double and single lines could cause confusion, and the need to
represent the public’s views. Clir J Cullimore proposed to continue with the TRO as it
is, this was seconded by Clir P Cope. This was agreed by the majority of Clirs.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm
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