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Slimbridge Parish Council 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm 

on Monday 17th August 2020 

 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs S Tilley, P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, R Meaden, J 
Cullimore, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones, 6 parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 

None 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

Cllr R Meaden, item 13 Patch Car park - personal 

3. Public 10 minutes 

A complaint had been received of the advertising boards on the A38 by the Old 

Dursley Road. This was causing visibility issues. Clerk to report to Highways.  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 20th July 2020 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record. 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

August is a quiet month for the County Council. Disappointing news with regards to 

the delay of the works on the school bridge, it is now hoped the works will begin in 

September and gain access via the school.  

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

August is also a quiet month for District Council.  
Pyke Quarry is opening for an additional day on Wednesdays for a temporary period 
to assist in more slots for the tip.  
The District Council is looking at long term working from home for staff alongside 
getting people back in the offices at Ebley Mill. 
The recent Planning white paper that has been released has received a number of 
queries on how this may affect the Local Plan and the impact on Wisloe (PS37). The 
answer currently is ‘we don’t know’. Mark Russell at SDC is asking questions to the 
government on this so as to discuss and consider what to do with the Local Plan. 
There would be a transition period of 30 – 42 months. SDC may decide to continue 
with the Local Plan based on the works already done on this. Clarification is being 
sought and Cllr H Jones will keep the parish updated. 
Parishioner asked about the Local Plan possibly becoming out of date and therefore 
a free for all for developers? Cllr H Jones stated the Local Plan won’t be ready by 
15th November 2020 due to Covid and delays caused, therefore it will technically out 
of date after this and the risk is that the land supply (currently at 8.5 yrs) will diminish, 
but not immediately. Currently the white paper is in very early days and it is likely to 
have amendments and needs to go through parliament stages too.     

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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7. Clerk’s report 

Troytown Cottage has been reported to enforcement after concerns had been 
highlighted to the Parish Council on further developments beyond the recent planning 
permission 
It had been noted that the Village Hall is due to open in September, however NALC 
are still advising that all Parish Council meetings to continue to be held remotely 
Defibrillators are now up and running and registered with the ambulance service. A 
weekly check system will be put in place.   
Clerk raised concern that despite a number of e-mails to the Highways manager on 
various subjects, no responses had been received and it was therefore difficult to 
progress projects. Cllr S Davies is due to meet with Dan Tiffney this week and will 
raise this.  
Clerk had spoken to Cam Parish Clerk about the proposed idea of a community bus 
service (this had been mentioned before lockdown) and the Clerk’s will meet to 
discuss this. 

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group, and where appropriate discuss 

any actions from Slimbridge PC 

WAG have had a second meeting with Mark Russell and this went well with a more 
responsive attitude. It seems that the Whitminster proposal may be a more better site 
than Wisloe for a number of reasons. Stroud DC have met with Ernest Cook Trust 
and have asked for strong evidence in how they would mitigate issues surrounding 
the gas pipeline, noise, pollution, drainage and coalescence along with farmland soil 
samples.  
There is a possible 3-6 month delay in the Local Plan being revised, part of this is 
due to Covid restrictions and another part to allow further consultation on the 
Whitminster site.  
WAG are due to meet again with Mark Russell in October. WAG are still doing works 
behind the scenes, but not much else to report on at present. A recent FOI request to 
Stroud DC asking on their analysis and statistical methods used on response to the 
Local Plan wasn’t as satisfactory as they hoped.  

9. To receive updates with regards to responses from ECT and resolve any 

actions from this 

Clerk had sent a letter as per requested last month and has had no response to this. 

It was resolved that until ECT can demonstrate they are willing to answer the Parish 

Council’s questions, there is no point in having a ‘marketing’ event meeting. This will 

be left on hold for the time being.  

10. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Cope, P Garrett, and R Meaden 

• Applications: 

▪ S.20/1426/HHOLD The Cottage, Longaston Lane, Slimbridge,  

Demolition of single storey side extensions and proposed single and 
double storey extensions. 
Cllrs resolved to support this application 

• Permissions: 

▪ 19/0064/STREG3 Slimbridge Primary School, St Johns Road, Slimbridge 

Improvements and making good of existing access at rear of school 

▪ S.20/0893/HHOLD Tumpy Green Farmhouse, Gossington, Slimbridge 

Extensions and alterations 
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▪ S.20/0958/ADV Unit 6 Cambridge Mills, Dursley Road, Cambridge 

Erection of 3 x signs 

11. Next planning team and signatories of accounts 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, R Payne and J Cullimore 

12. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next 

actions / expenditure 

• To resolve costs for a banner to advertise signing up to the Parish Newsletter 

After a short discussion it was resolved to order 2 banners which will not only 
promote the NDP but overall encourage people to sign up to the Parish Council 
newsletter / facebook. This will hopefully encourage people to engage with the 
parish and the activities that are taking place.  

• To resolve adoption of Terms of Reference and Members Interests 

These had been circulated, Cllr S Tilley proposed to adopt with Cllr J Cullimore 
seconding and all in favour. 

• To note minutes from this week’s meeting 

Chair of NDP, Dave Thombs (DT), gave a report on the White paper currently 
out, stating that there will be a number of opportunities and risks that the Parish 
Council / NDP steering group will need to consider in whether to take forward the 
NDP. DT will put a report together on this for consideration at the next meetings. 
There is also a concern that there will not be enough people coming forward to 
be part of the NDP working groups, Clerk and a member of the NDP are working 
on a questionnaire to engage people and see what the interest is, alongside the 
communications aspect which includes the banner discussed earlier. One of the 
biggest risks of the NDP is lack of involvement from the parish. Cllr S Tilley asked 
to remain on the steering group as Cllr representative, this was agreed by all.  

13. To receive report on Patch Parking Project and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

• To discuss and resolve opening dates for the car park 

Clerk had sent out a report on the options of opening the car park ahead of the 
double yellow lines going down with information received from Stroud District 
Head of Planning, Gloucester County Highways manager and the Parish 
Council’s insurance company. A risk assessment and sample notices for the area 
had also been circulated. 
Discussion and debate occurred with questions asked on how can the Parish 
Council open the car park ahead of the double yellow lines? The comments 
received by the various bodies on the situation and the requirements of the risk 
assessment were discussed. Opinions on parked vans and cars with traffic build 
up; visibility views from the entrance / exit of the car park and the ANPR camera 
in action with the signs to accompany it were all debated. Part of the risk 
assessment involves having barriers in place on the verge with notices on asking 
people not to park in front of these, this had worked when the ditches were being 
cleared a couple of weeks ago. Cones will also be placed in the area.  
The comments received from the public both verbally and by e-mail with requests 
for the car park to open and concerns of it being open before the double yellow 
lines are down were noted. 
The timing of the construction was commented on with regards to the lines going 
down – originally this was supposed to be in conjunction with each other, 
however, Covid has put significant delays on the consultations for the lines at 
County level which is why the car park has been completed way before the lines 
are ready to go down. 



 

Signed / Date  pg. 731 
 

After discussion Cllr P Cope proposed that the car park is open as soon as the 
ANPR is installed and in action, with accompanying signs in place. This was 
seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno and all Cllrs were in agreement. Cllr R Meaden 
unable to vote due to interest declared at the beginning of the meeting.  

14. Highways 

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions 

6 x ‘20 is Plenty’ signs have been received with the suggestion they get moved 
about. Clerk has contacted Highways to state this is not sufficient to get the 
message across along the long stretch of St Johns Road down to the Patch and 
we will require more of the signs – 15 were originally promised. The QL group 
have discussed this all going up with publicity on the scheme to advertise it to get 
the message across.  
VAS has been received, waiting to hear back on proposed locations and risk 
assessments, if not heard will aim to begin putting it up anyway to begin 
collecting data. The VAS will be put in place for the week of the Bank holiday as 
traffic will be busy during this period, it can be located at Tyning Crescent where 
the one has been situated before.  
Gateways have been put in for order, waiting for a production date. Clerk will then 
be liaising with Highways as to when a team can install. 
A resident expressed concern that things need to move quicker as it seems we 
are always waiting for bureaucracy. Resident raised concerns of 3 incidents that 
occurred to himself and his wife on one day last week – a vehicle forced him into 
a ditch whilst on his bicycle and did not stop; 2 cars were in an altercation outside 
the post office on St Johns Road using the Post Office layby to pull into with a 
near miss on the resident’s wife if he hadn’t pulled her out of the way; and on the 
same walk a land rover vehicle’s wing mirror hit the resident on the arm causing 
bruising whilst travelling towards the Patch. This demonstrates that something 
needs to be done and people need educating to use the roads safely regardless 
of what mode of transport is being used and respect each other.   

• To note the ‘No turning’ sign has gone missing at Shepherds Patch; to resolve 

costs to replace. 

It has been noticed that this sign, originally put up by the Parish Council some 

years ago has gone missing. It was resolved for Cllr P Garrett to obtain costs for 

one and if within a £50 budget to order it. 

15. Footpaths – to receive report 

No report 

16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report 

Cemetery is fine. Churchyard had been noticed that the grass strimming wasn’t 
happening around the ashes and war memorial area. Clerk to contact contractor to 
enquire. 

17. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To note the school bridge delay again and resolve actions on this 

With the news that this had been delayed again, Cllrs resolved to take further 
action and requested that a letter of complaint is sent to the CEO of the County 
Council asking why after 4 years this is still being delayed and what the reasons 
are for this. Cllrs wished for it to be noted that County Cllr S Davies has been 
chasing tirelessly for the information on this and has done all within his power, 
however the County Council procedures seem to continuously let everyone 
down. Clerk to also cc in the leader of the County Council.   
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• To receive quotes for CCTV and resolve actions and expenditure 

Two quotes had been received. Clerk to obtain a 3rd. Clerk meeting with Legion 
tomorrow to look at location for one CCTV device and discuss Wi-Fi options that 
they use.  

• Parcs projects – To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure  

Cllr P Cope and Clerk met with a couple of members of PARCS to discuss the 
project. Both are extremely busy and have limited time to continue with the 
project but will try to recruit new members and can continue in a small capacity. 
The Chair of Parcs has recently stepped down due to family commitments. 
Discussion was had on the half funding available for 2 different parts of the 
project, if these funding elements were combined the amphitheatre could be 
completed – both members were agreeable to this. It was also noted that some of 
the funding was earmarked for a table tennis table. They wish to see the project 
continue with items being added each year as part of the plan agreed. To 
combine the funding, the one element would have to go back to Solar Farm CAP 
to agree to change funding for a wooden trail to the amphitheatre and the monies 
promised from ECT would have to be claimed too. Cllrs agreed to this, and the 
Clerk will now move the project forward. A refreshed quote for the amphitheater 
will be required. Monies from PARCS fundraising was also handed over to the 
Parish Council which can go towards the project and maybe consider obtaining 
the PARCS logo and having the sign put up at the entrance to the car park – this 
was due to have been done when the football and cricket club did theirs but it 
never happened 

• To resolve Slimbridge Legion having signage on the entrance to car park 

Cllrs resolved this to be acceptable. 

• To note Slimbridge Development FC have gained £500 grant for Covid secure 

measures and would like to implement minor changes at the Pavilion. To resolve 

these requests.  

The FC wish to have a Perspex screen fitted to the kitchen hatch to allow them to 
use the kitchen safely and will have a risk assessment and cleaning programme 
in place for the use. As they will be using disposable cups and plates they also 
wish to have additional recycle bins outside and they will provide information on 
how these will be secured and emptied. Cllrs resolved this was all acceptable. 
Discussion was also had on door fasteners to hold open the double doors in 
windy weather – catches had been found and these will be purchased by the 
Parish Council.  

• To consider costs for permanent hand sanitizer for pavilion with potential to share 

costs.  

A discussion was had on purchasing wall hand sanitisers and sharing the costs 
with cricket and football club, however it was felt that the Council should be 
providing this and it was proposed and resolved for the Clerk to purchase 2 wall 
hand sanitisers with a budget of up to £50.  

18. To receive plans and costs for Tyning Crescent leased land entrance and 

resolve actions / expenditure 

Two quotes had been received by the residents group to carry out these works. 
Discussion was had on who would be paying for this. The Parish Council has monies 
in the account for maintenance of their part of the land leased from SDC, however 
they have never maintained the land as the residents do this instead. Residents are 
asking for financial assistance in carrying the work out on their land leased to them 
from the Parish Council. The cheaper quote would involve the residents helping a 
contractor to carry out the works. The materials were being supplied by the company 
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whose vehicles had damaged the land by driving onto it. Discussion took place that 
the company should be paying for all the works if they damaged it.  
It was resolved that Cllrs P Cope, J Cullimore and P Garrett would have a site visit to 
assess the works and the past issues the residents had experienced with the initial 
surface. A decision on assisting with costs will be made at next months’ meeting.  

19. Accounts  

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and approved at the meeting 

• To approve the following payments in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1429.78 LGA 1972 s112 
(2) 
Pensions Act 
2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities (August), 
phone, mileage, microsoft 365, 
new mobile phone, pavilion 
items 

£ 218.10 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 LGA 1894 s8 

AP Transport Glos 
Ltd 

Car Park £ 38,458.64 RTRA 1984 s57 

Norscapes Removal of elder from Village 
green 

£ 65.00 LGA 1894 s8 

Philip Garrett Patch car park expenditure £ 85.97 RTRA 1984 s57 

Philip Garrett Playing field expenditure £ 56.98 LGA 1894 s8 

David Davies Verge cutting 622.76 HA 1980 s96 

20. Next meeting 

Monday 7th September Planning meeting 7.30pm 

Monday 21st September Full Council meeting 7.30pm 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm 


