LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n " FOUNDATION
Slimbridge Parish Council

Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm
on Monday 20" July 2020

Present: Vice Chairman S Tilley (Chairing meeting), Clirs P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, R
Meaden, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Clir S Davies, District Clir H Jones, 5 parishioners

1. Apologies for absence
Clirs P Garrett and J Cullimore

2. Declaration of interests on the agenda
Clir R Meaden — Personal interest, Item 12 Patch Car Park

3. Public 10 minutes
No comments

4. To approve minutes of meeting date 15" June and 6" July 2020 as a true record.
These had previously been distributed and were accepted as a true record, due to be
signed when the next public meeting can be held

5. To receive report from County Clir Stephen Davies
Gloucestershire County Council have published their Covid-19 management plan, overall
Gloucestershire has fared well but are aware of future risks and potential local
lockdowns.
The functions of planning and Highways are now back at capacity operating at their new
normal
Secondary school placements were allocated to 98% of those who asked for their first or
second choice. Clir S Davies believes the future rate of development could have an
impact on this eventually.
A useful meeting was had with Cabinet member for Highways Vernon Smith both via
zoom and on site to discuss 20mph and Quiet Lanes in the parish.
A contractor and quote have now been approved (just requires signing off) for the bridge
behind the school. Works should be carried out over the summer holidays.

6. To receive report from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green
Covid remains the biggest challenge being faced at the District Council. There is some
form of normality resuming and it is being looked at what has been learnt and how to
take this forward for people working in the future.
Further government funding has been received for helping businesses, some appeals
are taking place with work to be done on this
Funding has been received by the Berkeley District Clirs via Magnox to go towards
helping the community with regards to food banks and going forward in helping the ward.

7. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate
discuss any actions from Slimbridge PC
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WAG have met recently with Stroud Council leaders to highlight the issues with Wisloe
Green (PS37) which overall was a successful meeting. WAG were surprised that the
leaders were not aware of the high powered gas pipe across the site and frustrated by
this and will be taking it up with the planning officers; concern was raised on the
accuracy of the agricultural report with discussion of looking at this being re-done; noise
issues and the similarity with Hunts Grove where currently 10 houses are having issues
with meeting the criteria of the maximum noise permitted for developments; time scale of
the Local Plan review with regards to other sites coming forward such as Whitminster
which ideally requires further time for consultation — this is also being taken up by the
local MP.

WAG are due to meet with planners at the end of the month to challenge these issues
and also the lack of response from them on matters.

Overall WAG felt that the meeting with leaders went very well believing prospects of
getting Wisloe withdrawn are better; and this was commented on by both Clirs H Jones
and S Davies too.

Clir R Payne also noted the fibre optic cable running along the site — this runs alongside
the gas pipe. And also the rising sewage mains across the site — WAG will look into this.

Clir H Jones mentioned that there is likely to be a delay to the Local Plan as more work
is needed, not all the strategic sites are secured and more consultation is needed on
some of them too. At the end of consultations there will be 51 Clirs who will have to vote
on the revised plan, there is still work to be done and it is felt amongst some Clirs that
Wisloe may not be an appropriate site. An Inspector will also pick up on any failings or
issues and these can be highlighted to them too.

8. To receive updates with regards to responses from Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) and
resolve any actions from this.
After postponing the previous meeting with ECT, a response had been received back at
the end of last week from the Chief Executive. This had been circulated and Clirs were
happy for this to be shared with WAG. It was felt that the response was dismissive of the
requests of the Parish Council which had been sent in the previous 2 letters asking for
information on their charitable aims and the HSE report with regards to the gas powered
pipe on site. It was also felt that ECT were pushing aside responding to the Parish
Council by requesting that any future correspondence with them is to go through the
services of a company called ‘Social’ who they have engaged for the project. This was
disappointing as ECT promote themselves as part of the community yet don’t want to
directly engage, instead employing a company who are likely to know very little about the
community of Slimbridge.
Discussion was had on looking into taking this up with the charity commission which
could involve asking solicitors to look into it on the Parish Council’s behalf. WAG pointed
out that they had done a report on this which they are happy to circulate and it would be
worth reading it first before further action.
Clir H Jones noted that ECT have sold land in the past for development and therefore
are likely to be able to demonstrate how it assists with their charitable aims.
Clirs resolved to respond to ECT with disappointment on the lack of engagement by off-
loading correspondence to another company, no real answers given with regards to the
HSE report and the gas pipeline and no direct response from any of the trustees either.

Discussion was had regarding the Whitminster site proposal and how this came across
well in the report and could be a more suitable location for a number of houses and dealt
upfront with a number of issues.

9. Planning applications:
e Applications:
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10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

None
e Permissions:
o S.20/0665/FUL Roselea, Churchend, Slimbridge
Ground floor extension providing larger accessible toilet and bathroom for
residential care home
o S.20/0912/LBC Church House, St Johns Road, Slimbridge
Repair to front door and tiles off main roof, alterations to wet room

Clerk’s report:
No report

To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next actions /
expenditure

The first initial workshop had taken place with the steering group and GRCC and minutes
on this had been circulated. The next meeting for the steering group will be tomorrow
where Terms of Reference, Communications Plan and members interests will be
considered, along with looking at the overall viability of putting together an NDP with the
risks and opportunities of doing this. General consultation is needed for the parish and
this will need to be looked at how it can be carried out with the current restrictions. A
report will follow after the meeting for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting.

To receive report on Patch Parking Project and resolve any actions / expenditure
A report had been circulated on the position of the car park. There are still outstanding
parts missing from the barrier which should be delivered this week. Information from
Highways, Stroud DC and the Parish Council insurance state that should the car park be
ready before the yellow lines are down then it could be looked at being opened with
measures in place. This resulted in discussion on whether it should open before the lines
are down or not and the implications of this, along with comments being received from
the public about why it isn’t open yet when it is completed? It was resolved that it will be
an item on the August full council meeting to resolve if it is possible to open it before the
lines are down. The double yellow lines consultation has ended for authorities and a date
is now being waited for, for public consultation. ANPR camera and signs are due to go
up soon, and the bunds will be planted up in October.

Defibrillator report

All three defibrillators have been fitted today. They are not yet live with the ambulance
service but will be hopefully by the end of the week. A weekly check will then need to be
put in place.

To receive an update from Legion with regards to opening and consideration of
any reduction in rent

Due to the Legion being shut since lockdown with a plan to open at the end of July, there
has been no income. Rent was due to start up again in September. The Legion have
asked for either 4 months rent free or a deferment. After discussion it was resolved that a
deferment would be given until December with a review of the income to be looked at
then to consider the situation.

To note revised Code of Conduct consultation via NALC and make any comments
Clerk had sent out comments on considerations to change the Code of Conduct to
include training and sanctions for Clirs. Clir R Payne proposed and Clir E Ferrigno
seconded with all resolving to support these comments.

Highways:
e To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes and resolve any actions
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Both a zoom meeting and an onsite meeting had been held with Clir S Davies,

Cabinet member Clir Vernon Smith and Highways manager Dan Tiffney. After the on

site meeting it was felt positive that support was gained for Quiet Lanes and 20mph /

20 is Plenty campaigns from both Clir V Smith and Highways.

There has also been good feedback from residents with the recent Vehicle Activated

Signs (VAS) in place from the Stroud District Road Safety Group. The Parish Council

have now purchased their own which has recently arrived and will be using it for

gathering of data as well as speed awareness.

The group also wish to build better relationships with WWT as they are now

promoting for all their visitors and employees to travel at 20mph through the parish.

The gateways have been held up with Covid-19 currently but hopefully this will begin

moving in the next few weeks.

The group are also looking at putting together a Quiet Lanes newsletter

o To note and resolve support for 20 is Plenty campaign and Quiet Lane

designations
Geoff Simms had put out a report for the Clirs to support a 20 is Plenty
campaign along St Johns Road and also legislation for Quiet Lanes on the
arterial roads off this. It was noted that the 20 is Plenty is only an advisory
scheme but the group wish to continue work and consultation on this to look
at an overall aim of a legal speed limit of 20mph. The Quiet Lanes legislation
will require a Traffic Road Order and will therefore have a cost to this.
Funding will be required via a number of sources. ClIr S Tilley proposed to
support this, seconded by Clir P Cope and all in favour.

To resolve supporting PCSO and school initiative of ‘Design a Slow Down sign’

PCSO Mike Trebble has offered to carry out a school competition for Slimbridge

where children draw traffic calming signs and the winning ones are made into

permanent metal signs put up in the parish. This has a cost element of £200. Clerk

advised this could come out of the 20mph / traffic calming budget. Clir P Cope

proposed, seconded by Clir R Meaden and all in favour.

To receive Highways report

The highways report for the village had been circulated. Clir S Davies updated that a

lengthsman team will be clearing vegetation from signs along some of the roads,

along with areas around the roundabout. The whips for St Johns road by the

roundabout are due to be planted shortly. There is some confusion on who will be

paying for the red painted roundels on St Johns Road but these will definitely get

done.

It was also asked that when overgrown hedges are checked by Highways could they

also consider whether it is overgrown higher up as these area are also where issues

occur in relation to farm or larger vehicles.

17. Footpaths — to receive report

CSL 26 opposite Post Office needs sign post cut from vegetation and wording
replaced. Further vegetation on this footpath also needs to be cleared.

CSL 34 alongside River Cam from Old Dursley Road — Coaley needs clearing of
vegetation

CSL 29 along the golf course is a long standing issue and also needs clearing.
Clerk to send all to Public Rights of Way for action

18. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Church
The church is now open for prayer and small services. No other reports.

19. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion:

To receive updates on the RoSPA report actions and resolve expenditure
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20.

21.

22,

23.

Works have now been completed on the Scale, summit and slide and this now
mitigates any fall risk highlighted in the report. The playing area is now open although
there have been comments as to why there are no swings up. This is due to
maintenance is required on painting them; however it was felt this could be done
after the summer holidays and therefore Clerk to ask the maintenance man to put
one of each swings back up.

e To discuss the mis-use of litter bins on the playing field and how to best secure them
After short discussion it was resolved for the Clerk to try to source some free slabs to
secure the bins onto

e Todiscuss CCTV project for the playing field and resolve actions
Clerk had received information on the company used by the Legion for their CCTV
and will follow up with a quote

o PARCS - projects. To receive report and resolve actions
Despite a couple of e-mails to the group, no-one had come back to hold a meeting.
Clirs P Cope and S Tilley will try to speak with the Chair of the group to see if PARCS
are continuing.

e To note cricket boundary nets will need assessing for any repairs at the end of the
season and resolve actions
Clerk to source costs of netting twine for repairs, also to liaise with cricket club as
they may need some for their batting nets, offer to go halves? Liaise on dates for the
netting to come down so both Cricket Club and Parish Council can work together to
carry out the repairs.

e To discuss opening of Pavilion and how it is used.

The cricket club can now play friendlies and have minimal use of the pavilion for
access to the toilets. Clerk has already put in place regulations on this use with
notices up and purchased floor stickers to enable a one way system in and out of the
pavilion.

Solar Farm Fund - to pick a new Community Advice Panel member, and to open
up applications to be received by end of October

Two names had been received for the CAP; thanks go to the outgoing member Mike
Stayte for his 3 years. Clerk drew a name out of the box and will inform the resident of
their success.

Clerk had circulated suggested dates of the applications with this opening now with a
closing date of 21%t October. CAP to meet by 9" November with recommendations going
to full council for 16" November.

To discuss Tyning Crescent leased land entrance issues and resolve any
expenditure to assist with this.

Further issues have occurred with the surfacing to the entrance of the residents’ land
leased to them. Damage has occurred by a utilities company. They now have an offer
that the utility company would drop off an amount of stone for them to replace the
surfacing with, but clarification was required from the Parish Council that this could be
done. From looking at the lease there was nothing preventing this, so it was resolved
that the residents group could submit plans and costs to the Parish Council to consider
this. To be discussed at the next meeting.

To resolve expenditure for a new mobile phone
The parish phone has been becoming more unresponsive in the past few months in
terms of the touch screen. Clerk had circulated information on a new phone at £139.00
and then this would continue on the current monthly amount with Giff Gaff. Clir P Cope
proposed and seconded by CliIr E Ferrigno, agreed by all.
Accounts:

e To approve Bank reconciliation and budget
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This had been circulated and noted
e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget:

Staff Salaries, tax, and pensions £1097.00 LGA1972s112(2)
Pensions Act 2011
Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities (July), £176.45 LG(FP)A 1963 s5

phone, mileage, microsoft 365,
printed AO maps for NDP,
laminating sheets, covid
stencil, spray, and pavilion floor

stickers
Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 300.00 LGA 1894 s8
Town and Parish Update of website to make £ 160.00 LGA 1972 s111
Council websites accessible
Gloucestershire Kissing gate for car park £ 150.96 RTRA 1984 s57
County Council
GRCC NDP workshop £ 144.00 Localism Act 2011
Morelock VAS £ 3405.60 Highways Act 1980
s274a
CPRE Annual membership £ 36.00 LGA 1972 5143
Fast Signs Signage for the car park 387.60 RTRA 1984 s57
24. Next meeting
e Monday 3™ August Planning meeting 7.30pm via Zoom
e Monday 17" August Full Council meeting 7.30pm via Zoom

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm
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