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Slimbridge Parish Council 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 
        Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm 

on Monday 15th June 2020 
 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, R Meaden, J Cullimore, S 
Tilley, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones, 5 parishioners 
 

1. Apologies for absence  
2 parishioners from Quiet Lanes group  
 

2. Declaration of interests on the agenda 
Cllr R Meaden – Personal – Item 11 Patch Parking Project 
  

3. Public 10 minutes 

• The tree on the Village Green has a large bush underneath which is in need of 
cutting back. In the past residents have managed this but are now not in a position to 
do so. Cllr P Cope and P Garrett to have a look to ascertain what is required. 

• A number of hedges in Ryalls Lane need to be cut back as are overgrowing. 
Overhanging letters to be sent. 

• Cllr S Tilley commented that there is a tree down in the River Cam. He will contact 
Environment Agency for advice / removal 

• Recent clearing of the ditches had occurred in Ryalls Lane by IDB. There was 
considerable mess left from this and it is perceived not to be done as professionally 
as previously. Clerk to write to IDB 
 

4. To approve minutes of meeting date 18th May and 1st June 2020 as a true record. 
These had previously been distributed and were accepted as a true record, due to be 

signed when the next public meeting can be held 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

• 98% of children have received their choice of school for September this year. 

• Information and actions have been taking place around Supporting local businesses, 
and work on recovery plans are taking place with more information on this due soon. 

• Recycling centres are open and initial confusion on booking slots has been sorted 

• A recent Zoom meeting with the Slimbridge Quiet Lanes group took place and a 
meeting with Cabinet member for Highways has now been organised. 

• School bridges are on schedule although the finalised date for works has not yet 
been released.  

• A resident raised his disappointment with the business support scheme for smaller 
businesses as he has yet to receive any support. A discussion on this occurred with 
information on how the various schemes were working and being granted, but also 
noting that this wasn’t an uncommon issue. 
 
 
 

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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• Cllr H Jones has been approached from a number of residents and the Parish 
Council with regards to WWT opening and if they met the requirements through the 
processes set via SDC. This has been confirmed that they have. Concern has been 
raised regarding the numbers being proposed as a maximum for visiting ranging from 
600, 800 and 1000 with no timed phases in place for visitors, although they do need 
to pre-book their visit. The Parish Council were also disappointed that once again 
there was no consultation with them on the opening up of WWT and the impacts on 
the village, but just an e-mail stating that they are opening. Cllr H Jones will raise this 
through the Place Director at Stroud whose aim it is to put in place better 
communications with the District Council and their parishes.  

• Cllr H Jones thanked WAG for attending the recent Environment Committee and 
bringing PS37, (Wisloe Green allocation) to their attention addressing coalescence 
and sustainability issues. 

• The Local Plan has occurred some delays but Mark Russell at SDC is doing 
everything possible to continue with what consultations can take place and continue 
as much as possible. There is a new site at Whitminster that has come forward that 
needs to have the relevant time to be looked at and consulted on for a possible 
inclusion into the Local Plan. A discussion on timescales was had noting the original 
vote for the Local Plan is due in September with the Local Plan being 5years on as of 
15th November; there is not a statutory time limit as to when the vote should be held 
although it is noted that SDC can demonstrate a 8.2% land supply which will assist 
for the time being. The Planning Officer would like the vote to go ahead but does also 
recognise the work that needs to be done due to the delays from Covid-19. The local 
MP is asking at Parliament for time extensions in these cases. 

• Public toilets are slowly opening again across the district 
 

7. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG) 
A representative had put forward comments at the recent Stroud Environment 
Committee raising concerns on sustainability of Wisloe Green (PS37) and the 
coalescence that could be created between Slimbridge, Cam and Dursley requesting 
removal of the site from the Local Plan. A report had also been recently received from 
the HSE with regards to the high powered gas pipe on the site recommending that 
development does not take place due to safety reasons; ECT have responded to this 
stating that mitigation would be looked at. At present there are no plans for evacuation 
on the site should development occur. WAG would like for SPC to respond to this and 
are happy to provide wording. Parish Councillors agreed with this and the letters will be 
circulated prior to sending. 
A short discussion occurred around the HSE report and meanings behind this and any 
potential responses that may be given. 
WAG have been waiting to receive a response from Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) regarding 
letters they had sent some time ago and requesting a meeting.  
 
The Parish Clerk noted that the Parish Council have had a response from the letter they 
had sent to ECT and a meeting had been arranged for this Wednesday, however the 
Clerk had circulated the agenda to Cllrs for this meeting (agenda set by ECT and their 
publicity company and only received this afternoon) and it did not include any reference 
to the original letter sent. Cllrs were uneasy with the contents of the agenda and a 
discussion took place with WAG on what questions were to be posed and how the 
meeting is held. Cllrs resolved to postpone this meeting until a more appropriate agenda 
can be set and time is given to consider questions due to be asked. 
 

8. Planning applications: 

None received 

9. Clerk’s report: 
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• A spate of spam e-mails had recently occurred, mainly coming from the ‘Chairman’ 
asking to purchase £400 iTunes and asking for an urgent meeting. This has occurred 
in a number of parishes and also at District level. Caution is urged and anything 
suspicious received to check the e-mail address – in this case it was different from 
the actual Chairman’s e-mail address; advice is to then to block the spam address.  
 

10. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next actions / 
expenditure 
The Clerk had met with GRCC to discuss the next stages of the NDP and information 
had been circulated on the first workshop which will be organised via Zoom. Clerk will be 
applying for funding for this. Clerk to arrange an initial meeting with the steering group as 
an introductory session to get to know each other and then this will be followed by the 
workshop with GRCC. 
 

11. Patch Parking Project 
There are still issues with the height barrier as only part of it was delivered; the company 
have now acknowledged that the parts are likely to be lost and have re-ordered them, 
hopefully ready within 7 – 10 days. A free bike rack for the car park has been given as a 
form of compensation for the inconvenience this has caused.  
Discussion was had on the opening of the car park; however, this is tied in with the 
double yellow lines being put down and the consultation on these have been delayed 
due to Covid-19. It was asked if there was any way this could be sped up. Clerk and Cllr 
P Garrett are due to meet with Highways on Wednesday morning to go through the list of 
highway issues in the parish and this will be asked then.  

• To receive updates and quotes for ditches and fences and resolve actions / 
expenditure. 
Clerk had checked back through old e-mails from the IDB and it was clarified that the 
Parish Council will be responsible for the ditch. 
Further fence quotes were researched with one coming back slightly cheaper than 
the previous quote and one not being received as they are incredibly busy and there 
would be a 4month wait on them being fitted.  
Cllrs resolved that it would be beneficial to remain with the one contractor doing all 
the above works and resolved to stay with the contractor who is currently 
constructing the car park. This can all then be done at the same time as fitting the 
height barrier when it arrives. 
 

12. Defibrillator report 
It was hoped these would have been fitted but due to delays it is now planned for the 
beginning of July. 
 

13. Highways: 

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes 
Notes were sent out from the most recent meeting with Cllr S Davies with regards to 
looking at a 20mph limit for the village. A meeting has now been arranged with Cllr 
Vernon Smith – cabinet member for Highways where this can be discussed further. 
The VAS that was ordered due for delivery June 11th has now been delayed until July 
due to lack of technical staff at the company. SQL are meeting to look at locations 
this could be placed around the village.  
Gateways were also discussed, in particular the Village Green; this was confirmed 
that it had been resolved previously and that there should be no issue in situating this 
on the village green. Advice had been sought from GAPTC. 
Clerk had sent out information in relation to Stroud District Road Safety Group which 
included a number of updates from meetings they had had on a number of road 
safety issues. These can be seen on their website. 
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Tractor and trailers continue to raise concerns with a red tractor and trailer recently 
seen going through the village with straw bales on not tied in. This will need to be 
continually monitored and reported when possible, the parish council have written to 
and / or spoken to all farmers in the area.  
Concern was spoken of Highways risk assessments and how they only work on 
reactive issues e.g. when there are deaths or accidents involved. The risks on 
Slimbridge roads are unique due to the network of roads and the major tourism at 
one end, mainly the WWT, but also includes the pub, café with activities, canal and 
caravan park. The volume and often the speed of traffic continues to cause issues 

• To note Highways report to be discussed with GCC Highways this week 
The current highway issues list has been split into 2 – one for monitoring and one 
that requires action. These are to be discussed at a meeting on Wednesday morning 
and will be circulated with updates afterwards 

• To receive any updates on the TRO and double yellow lines 
An amendment had been made to the double yellow line proposal at the St Johns 
road by the school with a gap allowing for 5 cars to park near the school. Discussion 
was had on this matter noting that the changes had come about from comments 
already received on the scheme. It was also recognised that this wasn’t what the 
Parish Council originally set out for and there were still concerns of safety and the 
fact that cars could still potentially park in this location all day on the 5 available 
spaces and also on the zigzags where there was only a time limit restriction for a 
couple of hours each day. However, Cllrs are also conscious that delays could result 
in the double yellow lines not going down at the Patch by the car park as well as by 
the school, and it was resolved to continue to note their concerns but to accept the 
proposed plans that Highways were recommending are put forward for consultation.  

• To note / discuss complaints of cyclists on the canal towpath (Cllr S Tilley) 
Cllr S Tilley had received comments on the way cyclists rode on the canal towpath 
and that it was dangerous to pedestrians. Cllr R Meaden commented that since 
CaRT have put up signs asking for cyclists to be mindful this has had an 
improvement. Cllrs felt that it was worth still mentioning this to CaRT in case further 
action can be taken especially as this is popular with the Sustrans route leading onto 
the canal. Clerk to write to CaRT 

• To resolve snow warden contact 
It was resolved for Cllr J Cullimore to continue with this role and he is also happy to 
store bags of salt. Clerk to complete paperwork and order salt.  
 

14. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Church 
Everything fine. St Johns Church is due to open again with a reduced opening times. 
  

15. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion: 
• To receive updates on the RoSPA report actions 

Cllr P Garrett and Clerk met with Proludic on the playing field to discuss the RoSPA 
report. Clerk currently waiting for them to confirm the works below to mitigate the 
risks in the report.  

o They will check on the warranty for the surfacing around the seesaw and get 
this filled in; also, he will check the gaps in the seesaw itself and 
recommended flexible wood filler for continued maintenance.  

o For the scale and slide mounding they will be looking at putting taller posts in 
at the top to prevent the sitting / climbing and therefore stopping the fall 
aspect. On the wooden planks that had been kicked out, strengthening 
boards will be placed horizontally to prevent this again.  

o The missing nut on the spider net was replaced and spares were given.  
o Cllr P Garrett and Steve Marshall to look at the chains on the basket swing 

and requirements for the painting of the junior swings 
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• To receive report on Cricket net issues and ball damage, resolving any 
actions/expenditure required 
The neighbour behind the cricket batting nets are still experiencing issues with balls 
being knocked into their garden and concern of this injuring their children. This is 
from the general public mis-using the batting nets. Conversations had been had with 
the cricket club about notices being put up etc to stop the mis-use and this has now 
been done. The boundary nets have now been put up, but the end rope is still not 
attached to the pole, Cllr J Cullimore to look at this. A meeting is due with both the 
cricket club and football club to discuss the annual contract and other topics.  

• To discuss CCTV project for the playing field and resolve actions 
Clerk to put a project plan in place with timescales and costs on how this can be 
achieved. No information was ever heard from Gigaclear on installing broadband.  

• To discuss re-use of the pavilion and measures that may need implementing 
Clerk noted that whilst the Pavilion is still not able to be used due to Covid-19 
restrictions, considerations will be needed on how to make it safe for use once the 
government release guidelines on this. Clerk to keep the parish council updated and 
plans in place when required.  

• To consider suggestions of extension of playing field car park – viability and costs 
Comments had been received from the public on additional parking at the playing 
field if the double yellow lines are going to move the parking elsewhere. A short 
discussion was had stating that not only would much work and costs be involved; the 
playing field was in trust for the community and therefore taking part of it away for 
parking would not be acceptable. Cllrs resolved not to look into this any further.  

• PARCS – projects. To receive quote for amphitheatre patio and to resolve actions on 
how to proceed with this in terms of funding.  
Clerk to arrange a meeting with Parcs to consider the next phase of the project. 
 

16. To respond to Consultation re Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) Relating 
to Control of Dogs (Parish and Town Councils) 
This had been circulated and Cllrs felt that dogs should be on their leads at all times and 
the recommended change to item 4 should not be had. Clerk to respond.  
 

17. Accounts:  
• To approve Bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated previously and no comments noted.  

• Payments: the following payments were approved as part of the budget. Cllrs P 
Garrett and E Ferrigno to sign off.  

 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1097.00 LGA 1972 s112 (2) 
Pensions Act 2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities June), 
phone, mileage, microsoft 365,  

£ 58.98 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 LGA 1894 s8 

Cottle memorials Making safe church yard 
memorials 

£ 250.00 LGA 1972 s215 

D Davies Verge cutting £ 622.76 HA 1980 s96 

The Community 
Heartbeat Trust 

Annual maintenance of defibs £ 486.00 Public Health Act 
1936 s234 

P Garrett Pavilion maintenance £89.88 LGA 1894 s8 

 
 

18. Next meeting 

• Monday 6th July  Planning meeting  7.30pm via Zoom 

• Monday 20th July  Full Council meeting  7.30pm via Zoom 
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The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 


