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Slimbridge Parish Council

Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via a Zoom conference, at 7.30pm
on Monday 18" May 2020

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, R Meaden, J Cullimore, S
Tilley, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County ClIr S Davies, District Clir H Jones, 5 parishioners

6.

. Apologies for absence

None

Declaration of interests on the agenda
Clir R Meaden — in relation to the Patch Parking Project in Clerk’s report

Public 10 minutes

Clerk had recently sent out a letter being proposed to be sent from Stroud District Road
Safety Group to GCC Highways Commissioner in relation to recent Government
guidelines on post Covid-19 travel, looking at ways to encourage the continuation of
walking and cycling with funding of £2b being released to help with this. This was
discussed in how this could benefit Slimbridge with support being gained to look at a
20mph speed restriction across the parish to encourage the walking and cycling to
continue safely. It was felt that proposals of cycle lanes and wider pavements were not
an option for Slimbridge due to the infrastructure of the narrow rural lanes in the parish.
Clerk to send the Parish Council’s support on this to SDRSG for sending the letter. The
proposal of 20mph for the parish will also be discussed with Dan Tiffney, and the cabinet
member for Highways at GCC with Clir S Davies assisting in looking into this for the
parish too. It was highlighted that 20mph for Slimbridge would be beneficial with the
amount of traffic using the main St Johns road through to the various tourist attractions
such as WWT, canal, pub, café, and caravan park.

To resolve the boundary map and letter for the designation of Slimbridge NDP
Clirs resolved to submit the boundary map of the whole parish to be designated for the
NDP area. Clerk to submit this to Stroud DC for the consultation process to begin.

To discuss the start up of the NDP group, initial meeting and applying for grants
At lease 5 people have now expressed interest in the group with one other due to
confirm. Clirs will take it in turns to be on the group to keep updated with the process.
Clerk has been in touch with a couple of companies that have been recommended to
help with the process of the NDP including those who also write the policies. Clerk to
organise an initial meeting with the group members to look at questionnaires sent out by
other NDP’s and to discuss how to begin, although assistance will be needed from
professional on this. Funding can then be sought through Locality to fund the processes.

To resolve the Council Insurance
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10.

11.

12.

This had been circulated. The council is in the final year of a Long Term Agreement.
Clirs resolved to continue with this.

To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 2019 / 2020
Clir P Garrett read through the Governance Statement with Clirs resolving to accept.

To resolve the Annual Accounting Statements 2019 / 2020
CliIrs noted the figures on the accounting statement and resolved to accept.

Clir P Garrett to sign the papers with Clerk at a safe convenient time.

To note internal auditors report.
The report was noted which stated there were no issues with the internal audit.

To receive letter from Slimbridge Legion Social Club regarding rent and resolve
actions

Clerk had circulated a letter from the Legion asking for consideration on a rent break /
reduction due to the Legion being closed since March lockdown. It was noted that they
had already paid up until June and the rent wasn’t due again until September. After a
small discussion on their potential overheads such as staff and how social distancing
guidelines may affect the Legion when it does re-open, it was resolved to discuss this
again in July to see what the position of the Legion will be.

Planning applications:
e S.20/0893/HHOLD Tumpy Green Farmhouse, Gossington, Slimbridge,
Extensions and alterations.
Clirs noted this application. The condition of the road was noted as in poor
condition, but otherwise no further comments were added.

Clerk’s report:

Actions and decisions made have been done in accordance with the recently adopted policy
on Business Continuity and delegated powers.

¢ Gloucestershire County Council
All reports received from GCC have been forwarded to all via e-mail and where
relevant information has been received on Covid-19 this has been distributed publicly
via website, social media, and e-mails.

e Stroud District Council
All reports received from GCC have been forwarded to all via e-mail and where
relevant information has been received on Covid-19 this has been distributed publicly
via website, social media, and e-mails.
Clir H Jones personally thanked the Clerk and Clir S Tilley for their work during the
Covid-19 situation. Stroud DC are due to meet this week; it had been noted of higher
cases of fly tipping and updates have been had on the Local plan review.

e Covid-19
There is a dedicated page on the parish website for Covid-19 information. This is
updated regularly, and information is also sent out via e-mails and facebook. The
page has been registered with the Gloucestershire help hub so people can be
referred to it if they enquire for help. If you do get any queries from anyone, please
refer them to the webpage if they have access or you can give them phone numbers
of any of the volunteers.
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Slimbridge PC were successful in obtaining a Community Resilience grant from
Stroud District Council, of which a policy has been put in place to be able to help
those in immediate need in the parish. This has been advertised and put on the
website. A leaflet with useful contact numbers will be going out with the newsletter
this month.

e Neighbourhood Development Plan
Waiting to be able to form a group of those interested in putting together an NDP.
Once a plan has been established for the first consultations / questionnaires, Clerk
will apply for funding to put this in place.

o Patch Parking Project
Contractors have begun works on the car park from Wednesday 29" April. So far
everything is going well.

o Defibrillators
The orders have been placed and paid for. Waiting for update on progress from
Community Heartbeat Trust. Delays due to Covid-19.
Installation is hoped to take place week commencing 15" June. Paperwork needs to
be completed, Clerk to send the link again to Village Hall and Legion to do this.

e Highways:
Potential meeting arranged with Dan Tiffney 17" June (unless changes made due to
Covid-19 / Government advice)
Clerk has contacted NFU for advice on farm vehicles and mud issues. Letter has
been sent to farmer and others have been spoken to by Clirs. Both Highways and
police informed of actions.
Consultations on the double yellow lines have currently been put on hold due to the
Covid-19 situation, so they may therefore be a delay in this being completed.
Updated information has been received with regards to the request of time
restrictions on the Zig Zags outside the school. The school continue to request that
the zig zags are only enforced during the hours of 8 — 9am and 2.30 — 3.30pm. Clirs
have concerns that this will involve cars being continuously parked on the zigzags
which will still cause visual hazards and also noting that people getting in and out of
their cars parked on the zigzags will be doing so by opening into the road. Clerk to
respond with these continued concerns should Highways make this decision.
Clerk to order the VAS this week so as data can begin to be gathered for the 20mph
evidence. GAPTC see no reason that the Parish Council cannot install a gateway on
the village green as it would not impact on the recreational use. Quiet Lanes to meet
again soon to continue with plans and Clerk to continue to obtain answers from Dan
Tiffney.
Items to add to Highways list for Dan Tiffney — 3 bollards on Longaston Lane grass
verge, put up approx. 18months ago but now have been knocked down, needs
replacing. Also noted was the damage to Longaston Lane sign, Clerk to report.
It had been noted that some parishioners had been re-seeding some of the unofficial
laybys near the canal end of Ryalls Lane and this was looking good. Clir S Davies
spoke about how he will discuss with Dan Tiffney a long term management for this as
it had been noted cars were now parking either side and therefore likely to park on
the areas again when the stakes are removed. Further updates on this to come.

e Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Church
Clerk has spoken to stone mason and works should begin on the first 4 memorials
(or already been completed). Clerk will now continue to put in purchase orders on the
memorials where no-one has come forward to have them all made safe. Monies are
available in the budget to do this. Once restrictions are lifted, Clerk will continue with
recording all of the gravestones with photos for the records and when checks will be
required to be carried out in the future.
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Memorial works has started and Clerk will ensure this continues. Clerk met with a
memorial family owner today and they will organise works to be done to their
memorial.

e Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion:
RoSPA report has been received and circulated. Minor actions have been looked at
and ClIr P Garrett sent a report of what can be done after lockdown eases. Clerk has
e-mailed Proludic regarding the seesaw matting and has also requested a meeting to
look at mitigation resolutions for the Scale, summit, and slide.
All play equipment continues to be out of action as per government guidelines.
Playing field still open as a green space to allow for exercise.
Discussion will need to occur with regards to income to the pavilion and a meeting
will need to be had with the cricket and football clubs about this year’s usage. This
will also be in conjunction with potential lower income from the Legion depending on
the outcome of any decisions around the letter received.

13. Accounts:
e Bank reconciliation and budget
These have been circulated with this report

o Payments:
Staff Salaries, tax, and pensions £1097.00 LGA1972s112(2)
Pensions Act 2011
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities March), £ 63.48 LG(FP)A 1963 s5
phone, mileage, microsoft 365,
Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 LGA 1894 s8
Came and Company | Annual insurance £1250.59 LGA 1972 s111
Gloucestershire CC Traffic Road Order for double £ 7,500.00 Highways act
yellow lines 1980, RTRA 1984
s57
Play Safety Ltd Annual RoSPA report £120.00 LGA 1972 s111
lain Selkirk Internal audit £100.00 LGA 1972 s111
LCR Annual subscription £17.00 LGA 1972 5143
TW Hawkins Half yearly grass cutting £2775.14 LGA 1894 s8
Trustees of Berkeley = Car park lease 'z year £791.10 RTRA 1984 s57
Settlement
14. Next meeting dates:
e Monday 1%t June Planning meeting 7.30pm Zoom
e Monday 15" June Full Council Meeting 7.30pm Zoom

The chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm
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