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Slimbridge Parish Council 
            

                                           Tel: 07943 894637 
   E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk   
  Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  

 
       Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting in the Main room at Slimbridge 

Village Hall, at 7.30pm on Monday 17th February 2020 
 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs R Meaden, P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, S 
Tilley, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, 3 parishioners 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr H Jones 
 
2. Declaration of interests on the agenda 

Cllrs R Payne and S Tilley – Items 9 – two points on Wisloe Green. Pecuniary Interest 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
No comments 
 

4. To approve and sign minutes of meeting date 20th January & 3rd February as a true 
record. 
These had previously been distributed and were accepted and signed as a true record 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies  
GCC have set their budget with a 1.99% increase plus a further 2% for adult and children 
services. There will be funds for Highways via the County Cllr, and this will be discussed 
when Cllr S Davies gets together with Dan Tiffney. 
The Local Transport Plan is under review and out for consultation. It was noted this may 
have impact on the potential Wisloe development and also the Cam and Dursley train 
station. 
 

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 
SDC are due to set their budget including monies for affordable housing and just under 
£200k for Climate Change initiatives. The Local Plan consultation phase has finished 
and all the data is now being collated. Cllr S Davies has made a point that Parish and 
Town Councils do not feel that their views are heard enough and taken on board.  
Severn Voice of parishes have planned to purchase one VAS to be shared between the 
group of parishes with Hardwicke taking the financial lead on this (monies to come from 
Cllr S Davies funds). An annual survey has been completed with residents and 
businesses giving over 80% satisfaction rates.  
 
An issue of enforcement with regards to the Wisloe Road industrial estate was raised, 
where 2 units have now been completed and occupied where there was a condition to 
complete road works before to the entrance before completion of the build. Cllr S Davies 
to take this up with enforcement. 
 

7. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group 
Since WAG’s submission at the end of January, they have continued with their works 
and are looking into challenging Ernest Cook Trust, engaging with local utility 
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companies, arranged a photo for the press which is waiting on comments from Stroud 
DC and have had a meeting with Stroud officers Mark Russell and Helen Johnston (the 
presentation they have put to them is available on the website). From this meeting it is 
noted that dispersal is not an option for the Local Plan, although Cllr S Davies stated that 
this is still to be voted on by Cllrs. And the numbers of houses do not now include those 
for Hardwicke as these are likely to go to Gloucester allocation of houses. More 
assessments are required on the Local Plan with regards to SALA allocations and their 
viability. However, in WAG’s favour was their information on the gas pipe running across 
the Wisloe allocation. A further meeting has been organised with Stroud officers in March 
and an interview is trying to be arranged with the BBC.  
 

8. To resolve request from WAG to use Parish Council bank account 
After further advice gained from a second internal auditor of GAPTC and had 
recommended again not for the Parish Council to take on monies from other groups. 
Cllrs had considered this information and resolved not to take on WAG’s monies. WAG 
continue to look for their own account. 
 

9. Planning: Cllrs R Meaden, P Garrett, P Cope  

• Wisloe Green / Local Plan review – to receive any updates and resolve any further 
actions  
Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne leave the room 
Clerk had written to both the CEO and Trustees of Ernest Cook Trust challenging 
their objectives on their selling off their land for development. This has been 
acknowledged but no official response yet received.  
Local archaeological remains at a site on Box Road of a Roman Villa were noted.  

• To note a parishioner’s email of support for Wisloe Green 
A parishioner has sent in comments of support for the Wisloe development asking for 
Cllrs to work with the district council and planners on getting the best out of the 
development for the parish, influencing road networks for the better. This was noted. 
Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne return to meeting 

• Information on Neighbourhood Development Plan talk from GRCC 
Barbara Pond from GRCC will attend the next meeting of full council (16th March) 
starting at 6.30pm to give a talk on producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan 
for the parish. Clerk to advertise this for as many of the parish to attend as possible. 
WAG will also advertise through their contacts. 

• Applications to consider:  
None received 

• Permissions: 
o S.19/2640/FUL A38 Roundabout, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire 

To erect a sculpture on the roundabout 

• Withdrawn: 
o S.19/2439/FUL Hurst Farm, Tyndale Road, Slimbridge 

Conversion of agricultural barns to create four holiday letting 
accommodations 

 
10. Next planning / payment team: Cllrs E Ferrigno, R Payne and J Cullimore  

 
11. Patch Parking Project  

• To receive updates on progress and resolve any actions / expenditure on this  
Patch Parking working group to meet in March to put all paperwork in place for works 
to start in May 
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12. To receive Clerks report  

• Signs for the cricket club and football club have been put up at entrance to playing 
field. PARCS sign not there yet as logo not given for sign to be made. 

• Reports of balls going into residents’ gardens from the playing field and people 
climbing over fence to retrieve balls. Clerk had spoken to both football and cricket 
clubs on this, and Cllrs had discussion on putting signs on the fencing requesting not 
to climb over. Clerk to liaise with resident, Cllr P Garrett to look at signage and 
wording.  

• Mud and straw on the roads is still an issue being reported by a parishioner. After 
discussion Cllrs resolved that Cllr S Tilley will speak with local farmers to remind 
them of their duties. Clerk had also obtained advice from Highways and police where 
a suggestion of contacting the National Farmers Union to relay the messages 
through to the farmers, as this had worked well in Berkeley where similar issues were 
raised. This will be looked at if problems persist after speaking with farmers.  

• Marquee request for the Cats and Dogs home in July for charity event. Logistics of 
ensuring enough people available to put it up. 

• Gloucestershire CC have approached the Parish Council for access onto the playing 
field to carry out hedge and tree works in preparation for the bridge works. It was 
resolved to only allow access on foot due to the playing field being saturated and 
flooded in places from the current weather. It was also disappointed to learn that the 
bridge works are not going to be carried out until the summer 6 weeks holidays. Cllrs 
wish for it to be recorded that the amount of time this project has taken is appalling 
and wish to have assurance that the completion will occur during the summer 
holidays.  

• The Annual Parish Meeting agenda will need to go out at the end of March, any 
suggestions for speakers to be thought on. 

• Elections nomination packs are now available, these need to be submitted by hand to 
Stroud District Council between March 24th and April 8th.  

 
13. Highways:  

• To receive monthly report   
Very little progress has been made on this. 
It was noted that a campervan was moving between laybys with someone potentially 
sleeping it.  

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines on St Johns Road 
The zig zags have been put into the consultation as a time restricted zone for 
parking. Cllrs still have concerns on this. Reasoning behind this was so school 
coaches could park on the zig zags when picking up or dropping off children on trips. 
It was felt that the coach could park at the Legion and use the footpath across the 
playing field to access the school completely off road. Cllrs prefer to see the area 
enforceable 24/7. 

• To note parishioners e-mail to Highways with regards to the mud on the path by the 
A38 from cars parking on the verges.  
A parishioner who has slipped on mud on the pavement caused by cars parking on 
the verges on the A38 has contacted Highways regarding this issue as health and 
safety concerns. Cllr H Jones has also raised this with the PCSO to look at and 
address if possible.  

• To receive information regarding Gigaclear works in the Parish.  
Concern from residents on Gigaclear works being proposed, hoping it is not involving 
digging up the newly resurfaced road. Highways have confirmed that they believe the 
works have been completed in the road and it should now just be in the verges on 
the pavements.  
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14. Slimbridge Quiet Lanes for the Community 

• To receive report from the meeting of the Quiet Lanes / Road Safety group and 
resolve any actions and expenditure 
The group met recently to resolve final designs of the Gateways, discuss VAS and 
ANPR. Discussions also took place on highway issues and 20mph scheme 

• To receive a response from the Solar Farm CAP on using solar farm monies for 
VAS’s instead of the ANPR camera. To resolve recommendation of purchasing one 
VAS and saving remainder monies for an ANPR. 
CAP recommended that one VAS was purchased allowing monies remaining to go 
towards the original purchase of an ANPR. Cllr S Tilley proposed this was accepted, 
seconded by Cllr P Cope and all in favour 

• To receive an update from the Clerk regarding ANPR progress and 
recommendations on this 
Clerk had sent out a report, data is being collected from VAS and ANPR at present 
from the Clerk’s other parish at Whiteshill, also Clerks from Kingswood and 
Rodborough are working on the report. A meeting is due with Highways to request 
rumble strips for further data collection. After which a full report will be put together 
looking at the benefits of traffic calming from ANPR’s to present to Highways for their 
consideration to lift the temporary stop on having ANPR’s put up in the county.  
 

15. Footpaths:  

• To receive monthly report (Cllrs S Tilley and R Meaden) 
No report 
 

16. Slimbridge cemetery: 

• To receive monthly report and resolve any actions (Cllr P Garrett and P Cope) 
The hedge/bush has now been removed by Cllrs carrying out the works 
 

17. Slimbridge Churchyard 

• To receive monthly report and resolve any actions 
The stone mason has confirmed a couple more stones have been repaired. Clerk to 
liaise to ask for further ones to be made safe as no more families have come forward 
in ownership. 
 

18. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion: 
• To note monthly reports for the play area and resolve any action 

Within a week of the telescope being fitted by Proludic it has been snapped off. It is 
felt not worth fixing until the CCTV has been put up in the new financial year. 

• To note e-mail from Slimbridge Development FC and resolve response 
Slimbridge Development FC are hoping to expand next year and therefore have 
asked for the pitch for their use. Cllrs resolved for this as they would want to limit the 
number of teams using it due to wear and tear. Slimbridge FC also currently do a 
good job in additional maintenance on the pitch.  

• To receive information on broadband for the pavilion and resolve actions / 
expenditure 
Clerk had circulated costs of installing broadband in the pavilion so as CCTV can be 
accessed remotely. After a short discussion it was mentioned that Gigaclear may 
offer to do this as a community initiative whilst putting in fibre broadband in the 
parish. Clerk to investigate and ask, and also enquire for the Village Hall and Legion 
(after speaking with them). 
 

19. PARCS – to receive updates and resolve any actions 
Cllr P Cope and Clerk met with the group after they had had a meeting and there were 
some outstanding issues to be resolved sooner than their next proposed meeting.  
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• Barnwood report and ongoing reports 
The group had carried out a number of questionnaires but felt they were unable to 
complete the Barnwood report form and asked for the Clerk to complete this. It was 
felt that this is likely to come back to the Parish Council long term. Cllrs noted the 
additional work for the Clerk.  

• Awards for All funding application for trail equipment 
Once further information had been gathered from the group, Clerk completed the 
funding application for the wooden trail and table tennis table. This will now have to 
wait up to 18 weeks to hear if successful 

• To resolve expenditure for 3 circular picnic benches to be situated near the play 
equipment 
The group wished to order 3 picnic tables, after discussion, Cllrs felt that a more solid 
plan of locations for the tables, how they will be secured and maintained and fitted 
would be required. Clerk to take this back to the group to be looked at and planned 
out.  

• Updates on the amphitheatre  
Cllr P Cope has put out for quotes to complete the stage element by the 
amphitheatre. Once quotes are received this can be included in the quotes for a 
funding bid to complete the amphitheatre which PARCS will carry out.  

• Proposal for Community picnic on August Bank Holiday Monday 
Parcs wish to hold a community picnic at the end of August. Clerk to check the date 
with the cricket and football clubs. 
 

20. Defibrillators update: to receive information and resolve any actions / expenditure 
Cllr P Garrett had obtained quotes from a local electrician to fit the defib; however, these 
were more expensive than Community Heartbeat Trust. Clerk to continue with CHT to fit 
the one on the village hall as soon as possible. To obtain quotes for defibs for the Legion 
as they will donate money towards one for there, the Parish Council will then own and 
maintain this along with the others. This to be fitted in conjunction with a third defib at the 
Cambridge phone box, clarification still required on fitting it to the outside. The last 2 to 
be purchased in the new financial year.  
 

21. To discuss methods of promoting the elections, encouraging people to stand; 
resolve actions and expenditure (Cllr R Meaden) 
Discussion was had on promoting the elections and how to reach all demographics of 
the community. It was proposed by Cllr R Meaden, seconded by Cllr S Tilley to purchase 
2 banners (up to £50 plus vat) to put up at the village hall and a location in Cambridge, 
majority in favour. Also, a public drop in surgery to be held at the next charity coffee 
morning with Cllrs in attendance. More information to continue going out in the 
newsletter, website, e-mails and posters to be put up by Cllrs in public places.  
 

22. To note and make any comments on SDC Street Trading policy 
This was noted with the changes made accepted.  
 

23. Accounts:  
• Bank reconciliation to be signed 

This had been circulated previously and signed at the meeting 

• To resolve internal auditor  
Iain Selkirk had sent quote for £100, GAPTC also offer a service but was more 
expensive. Cllrs resolved to continue with Iain Selkirk. 

• To resolve ½ payment for Clerk training course SLCC AGM (£12.50) 
Cllrs resolved expenditure for Clerk training 

• To resolve ½ payment for Clerk webinar on website accessibility (£60.00) 
Cllrs resolved expenditure for Clerk training 
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• Resolution: The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget  
Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 

 
£ 1098.79 LGA 1972 s112 (2) 

Pensions Act 2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities February), 
phone, mileage, microsoft 365, 
paper,  

£ 80.82 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 224.00 LGA 1894 s8 

R&J Merrett Hedge cutting £ 396.00 LGA 1894 s8 

 
24. Next meeting dates:  

• Monday 2nd March  Planning meeting    7.30pm 

• Monday 16th March Full Council Meeting inc NDP talk  6.30pm  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm 


