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Slimbridge Parish Council 
         

                                           Tel: 07943 894637 
   E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk   
  Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk  

 
       Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting in the Main room at Slimbridge 

Village Hall, at 7.30pm on Monday 20th January 2020 
 
Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs R Meaden, P Cope, R Payne, E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, S 
Tilley, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green, County Cllr S Davies, 22 
parishioners 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

None 
 
2. Declaration of interests on the agenda 

Cllrs R Payne and S Tilley – Items 9&10 Local Plan review - Wisloe Green. Pecuniary 
Interest 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 

• Parishioner raised concerns of the unofficial laybys in Ryalls Lane and their current 
condition. This had been previously reported to Highways and a response had been 
received for the meeting stating that these had been looked at but no action was 
required and Highways will continue to monitor, however Cllr S Davies will look into 
this as they are experimenting with resolutions in other areas on similar issues. 

• Parishioner asked about the abandoned trailer at Elmcote Road; Cllr H Jones has 
been chasing this up and the tyres inside have now been removed and the trailer 
should be removed within the week. 

 
4. To approve and sign minutes of meeting date 18th November, 2nd and 16th 

December, 6th January as a true record. 
These had previously been distributed and were accepted and signed as a true record 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies  
Gloucestershire County Council currently have a survey out for their budget; the 
Transport Local Plan is out for review; both Fire Services and Children’s Services are 
having more reviews after their recent bad reports, noting significant improvements being 
made. 
There is no start date as of yet for the bridge works at Slimbridge School, although 
planning permission has now been granted. 
 

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 
Cllr H Jones stated that the Local Plan is the main item at present. 
Cllr G Craig informed the Cllrs of Berkeley Tourist Information Centre for the area with 
their website details of www.berkeleyvaletourism.co.uk and that they are looking for 
contributions of tourism for the area to be added. This could be a mechanism of 
attracting tourists to the area (not just for WWT) but for the other facilities and amenities 
in the parish too.  
 
 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.berkeleyvaletourism.co.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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7. Planning: Cllrs E Ferrigno, R Payne and J Cullimore 

• Applications to consider:  
None 

• Permissions: 
o 19/0064/STREG3 (District Reference S.19/2012/CM) Slimbridge Primary 

School, St Johns Road, Slimbridge 
Improvements & making good of existing access at rear of school. 
 

8. Next planning / payment team: Cllrs R Meaden, P Garrett, P Cope  
 

9. To resolve the objection report to the Local Plan in relation to Wisloe Green 
Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne leave the room 
Clerk had put together a report which had been circulated. Discussion was had regarding 
a couple of more additions and extensions to some of the points, and using some of the 
information that Wisloe Action Group had also included in their report. Clerk to complete 
this tomorrow and send out to Cllrs for a response by tomorrow evening, so as the report 
can be sent in on Wednesday 22nd. A copy of the finalised report will be on the Parish 
Council website.  
 

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG) 
WAG have completed their draft response, and this has been circulated today to the 
Cllrs. It was reported that a group of residents had worked on this for a few weeks 
looking at all aspects of their objection and resulted in a 49 page report.  
Discussion was had again on the action group using the Parish Council accounts to store 
their funds as they have now obtained approx. £2,000 in pledges. The Clerk explained 
the reasons why this was not advisable, and Cllr G Craig suggested a Community Trust 
fund as one had been set up in Berkeley and was run by trustees. Cllrs asked Clerk to 
obtain further advice again and this would be resolved at the next meeting. 
 
Cllr H Jones spoke on the Local Plan review and gave an update on the timescales 
involved of the process. Over the 2 day event that was held in Slimbridge Village Hall in 
December by Stroud District Council on the Wisloe Green proposal, 98 people attended 
which demonstrates the concern the proposal has.  
Stroud District Council will have to vote on the plan either in July or September once all 
the results have been collated and looked at by Strategic Planning Officers. Once the 
vote has taken place, a further 6 week consultation will occur, however this will not be to 
change the plan but to put comments to the Inspector. The critical date will be November 
2020 which is when the current Local Plan could be deemed to be out of date by the 
Inspector, which could leave the district open to developers providing they can prove any 
development proposals sustainable.  
A discussion occurred on the number of houses being proposed for the plan, and whilst 
there is a minimum requirement it is better to demonstrate additional.  
 
Cllrs S Tilley and R Payne return to the meeting 
 

11. To discuss / resolve looking into producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan 
WAG had asked for more information on producing an NDP, the Clerk and Chairman 
had met with members recently to discuss what this involved. It would need time and 
commitment to carry out the plan from the community and Parish Council, along with 
financial commitment, although grants will also be available for this. It was noted that an 
NDP at this stage would not remove the Wisloe allocation from the Local Plan, but if it 
goes through, then an NDP could have influence over the design and also future any 
further planning for the parish. It was noted that the NDP would have to be in conformity 
with the Local Plan and National Planning Policy Framework. Cllr R Meaden proposed 
that an NDP to be carried out, this was seconded by Cllr S Tilley: 3 were in favour and 4 
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against at this time. However, it was resolved to invite Barbara Pond from 
Gloucestershire Rural Community Council to attend the parish for a meeting to discuss 
what an NDP entails and the benefits and impacts this can have for the parish, after 
which this could be considered based on work that has already been achieved in the 
Village Design Statement and by obtaining grants that are available 
 

12. To discuss / resolve looking into the designation of Slimbridge Parish as a 
Conservation Area / putting together Conservation Statement and resolving 
actions on this. 
This would be part of the NDP if carried out. Clerk had taken advice from Stroud District 
Council on designating the whole parish as a conservation area, and due to lack of 
resources it was likely this wasn’t achievable; however, it was advised that a 
conservation statement could be drawn up as material evidence if done as part of an 
NDP.  
 

13. To discuss and resolve any comment / action on Gloucestershire Local Transport 
Plan, noting meeting for Town and Parish Councils on 4th March 
It was resolved to attend the meeting first before putting the response together.  
 

14. Patch Parking Project  

• To receive updates on progress and resolve any actions / expenditure on this  
The hedges have now been cut around the car park area. No further reports. 

• To resolve investigating an information board for the area on where to walk, what to 
expect to see, why the area is protected. Costs funded by SDC mitigation funding. 
SDC had confirmed that funding was secured for the planting aspect of the car park 
through monies from the Severn mitigation fund. At the same time, it was discussed 
having an information board on site with details of the local wildlife and conservation. 
This could be done by working in partnership with Stroud Valleys Project. This would 
also be funded through Stroud DC. It was suggested by Cllr G Craig that this could 
be linked in with Berkeley tourist information and a Q code could also be included on 
the board to download the information.  
  

15. To receive Clerks report  
No report  
 

16. Highways:  

• To receive monthly report  
An updated report had been sent to Dan Tiffney and Cllrs felt disappointed that very 
little had been achieved. One of the main points was the lack of hedge planting since 
Highways had cut them down on the roundabout. This has resulted in cars 
continually parking on the verges at school drop off and pick up times. The grass 
verges are now turning into mud which is spreading on the pavement and it has been 
reported of people slipping on this mud whilst out running or walking.  
It was asked on updates on the proposed roadworks on the St Johns roundabout, 
Cllr S Davies did not have the dates but Dan Tiffney is aware of the works and will 
ensure the hedges are planted in the correct place that these won’t be damaged.   
Cllr S Davies commented that some items have been delayed due to the recent rain 
and flooding issues in the county.      

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines on St Johns Road 
No further updates 

• To discuss issues of traffic and parked vehicles on Old Dursley Road 
This is a common recurring problem. Parishioners are still complaining of cars 
parking too close to the Narles Road access, Cllr S Tilley will speak again to the 
rehabilitation home on the Dursley Road asking them to ensure their staff park in the 
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car park provided. Clerk to put this issue on the Slimbridge Highways report so as it 
can be monitored. The small caravan on the Dursley Road was also mentioned again 
noting that it isn’t lit up at night and that on a previous site visit Dan Tiffney had 
stated he would contact the owners again on this matter (no updates have been 
received since) Clerk to also add this to the list.  

• To note the recent correspondence from parishioners and request regarding mud on 
the roads.  
This was noted and Cllr P Garrett stated he would speak to one farmer on this 
matter. With regards to straw, it was believed that this did not need to be covered but 
it does need to be tied on securely, and sometimes it can be overhanging trees and 
hedges that can knock some of the straw off. It was discussed that Slimbridge is a 
rural farming community and this is part of the way of life. It is believed Highways 
have been alerted and additional signage re mud on the roads is currently out 
warning vehicles.  
 

17. Slimbridge Quiet Lanes for the Community 

• To receive report from the meeting of the Quiet Lanes / Road Safety group and 
resolve any actions and expenditure 
There was still concern of the lack of red marking on the roads, this is on the 
Highways list, no updates as of yet. A site visit was had before Christmas looking at 
the various locations for the proposed gateways, Clerk has chased Dan Tiffney for a 
response confirming the locations, but to date no report. The next meeting of the 
group is 4th February.   

• To receive an update with regards to Community Speed Cameras 
Gloucestershire Highways have put a temporary stop on any more ANPR cameras 
being put up across the county. The Clerk, along with a neighbouring Clerk and 
GAPTC are looking at putting a report together to provide evidence that the ANPR’s 
do act as a traffic calming measure as well as the benefits of identifying speeding 
vehicles.  
With this in mind and the fact that this report could take 6 months to collate the 
relevant data, Geoff Simms asked for the Parish Council to consider spending the 
Solar Farm money allocated for an ANPR on VAS systems instead, the same as the 
one borrowed recently from Stroud District Road Safety Group which did have an 
impact on the vehicles and does collect data, albeit not individual speeding vehicles 
like the ANPR. It was noted that this would have to go through the Community Advice 
Panel first who give the recommendations on the expenditure of the Solar Farm 
funds and then come back to the Parish Council next month.  
Cllr L Green informed that Dursley TC have their own mobile speed camera that 
could be borrowed if the Parish Council contacted them. 
 

18. Footpaths:  

• To receive monthly report (Cllrs S Tilley and R Meaden) 
One footpath had been reported by a parishioner, information to be sent to Highways 
and added to the list.  
 

19. Slimbridge cemetery: 

• To receive monthly report and resolve any actions (Cllr P Garrett and P Cope) 
The hedges have just been cut. Cllr P Cope asked if a bush by the side gate could 
come out as it was unmanageable and getting bigger. Cllrs resolved this could be 
done.  
 

20. Slimbridge Churchyard 

• To receive monthly report and resolve any actions 
No reports 
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• To note memorial works and resolve next phase 
No updates 
 

21. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion: 
• To note monthly reports for the play area and resolve any action  

It had been noted that more bolts had become loose on the zip wire and playhouse. 
Clerk had contacted Proludic and a site meeting is due to be arranged.  

• To resolve payment for the legionella bi-annual risk assessment 
Cllr P Cope proposed this is done, seconded by Cllr R Payne and all in favour 

• To resolve looking into security systems / CCTV for the playing field and pavilion  
It had been reported of damage to the cricket pavilion doors and concern has been 
raised again of the damage occurred in the past around this area to cricket nets etc. 
It was also felt that with the amount of monies being spent on new equipment for the 
playing field and the recent missing of the binoculars on the play area again, it was 
felt that CCTV was now needed to be budgeted for and will therefore be considered 
in setting the precept.  

 
22. PARCS – to receive updates and resolve any actions 

Parcs held a meeting just last week and after looking through their minutes the Clerk is 
trying to arrange a follow up meeting with them to discuss completion of funding for the 
wooden trail and the Barnwood Trust annual reports. Lucia has now completely resigned 
from Parcs due to her work commitments, and with a number of new members recently 
joining it was felt meeting with them would be beneficial so as to continue having the 
Parcs group for the project.  
 

23. Defibrillators update; to receive information and resolve any actions / expenditure 
Cllr P Garrett is due to get a quote from a local electrician to fit the defib to see if it can 
be sooner that Community Heart Trust. Slimbridge Social Club will purchase a 
defibrillator from their funds and donations raised, for the Legion and have asked if the 
Parish Council would maintain this as this is a similar project to what has been done in 
Eastington. Cllr P Garrett will follow this up to confirm how they wish for this to work in 
terms of purchasing, fitting and continuation of maintenance for the defib. 
 

24. To receive a report on website accessibility requirements.  
Clerk gave a report on the requirements of website accessibility and what is needed by 
September of this year. An accessibility statement will be drawn up, and over time as 
documents get updated and reviewed, they will be changed to an accessible format. 
Clerk will check on the website and how this complies too. 
 

25. To receive the report from the Air Quality check from outside the school 
For the past 12 months Stroud DC have ran an air quality monitoring test near 
Slimbridge school. The results are now in from this and are available on the website. The 
reports indicate a safe level of air in this area and therefore testing will no longer 
continue. 
 

26. To note the upcoming elections and the timetable surrounding this.  
The elections will take place on Thursday 7th May this year. Nomination packs will be 
available from 11th February from either Stroud District Council or the Clerk. Cllr R 
Meaden suggested more advertising for the public to get on board with becoming parish 
councillors. This will be on the next agenda. 
 

27. Accounts:  
• To sign papers for the Public works loan for the car park 

The previously agreed PWL for the car park was signed off 



 

Signed / Date  pg. 693 
 

• To discuss and resolve the precept for 2020/21 
Much discussion had been had on the precept with Cllrs meeting for budget working 
talks over the last few weeks. Recent consideration had been given to putting in 
additional budgets to cover professional fees so as to allow the council to contract 
consultants to assist with responses to planning and actions surrounding this in light 
of community pressure to be able to do more with regards to Wisloe Green and any 
future planning for the parish. It was proposed by Cllr P Cope to include £19,000 for 
this, seconded by Cllr R Payne. Therefore, a budget was included to cover this. 
Increases in maintenance, staffing (to cover the additional planning concerns etc.), 
and grass cutting, along with funds for CCTV, there was an increase from £28,088 
(19/20 precept) to £61,451 which equates to a Band D property paying £129.81 per 
year (£10.81 per month / £2.49 per week). The full precept was proposed by Cllr S 
Tilley and seconded by Cllr P Cope with all in favour.  

• Bank reconciliation to be signed  
This had been previously circulated and signed at the meeting 

• Resolution: The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget  

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions 
 

£ 1098.79 LGA 1972 s112 (2) 
Pensions Act 2011 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities January), 
phone, mileage, microsoft 365,  

£ 82.38 LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 280.00 LGA 1894 s8 

Gloucestershire 
Playing Field Ass. 

Annual membership £ 50.00 LGA 1972 s143 

 
28. Next meeting dates:  

• Monday 3rd February   Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Monday 17th February  Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm 


