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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 
 at 7.30pm on Monday 18th October 2021 at Slimbridge Village Hall 

 

Present: Vice Chairman J Cullimore, Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, G Storey, A Butcher, A 

Durkin, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Cllrs H Jones, 2 parishioners representing Quiet Lanes 

group 

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr P Garrett, County Cllr S Davies  

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None  

3. Public 10 minutes 

Parishioner suggestion of talking with boating community and residents with regards 

to looking at parking solutions at the Patch.  

Cllr A Butcher mentioned farm vehicles when harvesting at the weekend were driving 

too fast, drivers were on their phones, crop in the trailers were not covered and it was 

going everywhere, and mud all on the roads. Discussion on the law for covering crop, 

Cllr G Storey will look into the legislation. It was felt that the farmer had cleaned the 

roads afterwards, although complaints have been received since of mud on the 

roads.  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 20th September and 4th October 2021 as a 

true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

No report 

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Full Council meeting due this week with the CN2030 up for discussion. Cllr H Jones 

attended the virtual meeting with Cllr A Butcher and Clerk with SDC contractor for the 

canals strategy. Cllr H Jones is trying to arrange a meeting with a CaRT senior 

person to look at issues and will work with other parishes to put together an agenda 

for this. Cllr H Jones to also meet with Berkeley Estate later this month where he will 

bring up the Slimbridge flooding issues and ditches with them.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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7. Clerk’s report  

• Recent defibrillator training session went well. SPC have one more session to 

book with Community Heartbeat Trust, this could be at the Legion or at the 

Village hall again.  

• The company promoting the Battery Storage Development are holding an open 

event this week in the village hall. 

• Severn Voice meeting is on November 2nd, with SPC due to host the next 

meeting. Cllrs M Stayte and A Butcher to attend 

• Greenway report from parishioner – discussion mostly on Uley to Cam, next 

meeting in November. 

8. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

• Applications: 

▪ S.21/2081/TPO The Old Rectory, St Johns Road, Slimbridge,  

Tree Preservation Order Description: T34 Oak – fell 

  Cllrs resolved to support the application.  

• Permissions: 

• Appeals:  

▪ Appeal Decision - Land Opposite Rolls Court, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge – 

Appeal Dismissed. 

9. Next planning team  

Cllrs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte  

10. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

A meeting is due with JB Associates at beginning of November, this will be to look at 

next steps for presenting to the inspector and obtain a quote for the works. All 

submissions are now available on the SDC website from the Reg 19 consultation 

with a strong response from Slimbridge residents objecting to Wisloe (PS37). WAG 

continue to liaise with public bodies on the matter. WAG are applying to the solar 

farm fund for further funding.  

11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next 

actions / expenditure. 

A new member from Gossington has joined the Steering Group. Five volunteers have 

been recruited to survey the Parish footpaths. Work is proceeding on evidence 

collection on all topics and is sufficiently advanced to move to the next stage in the 

plan to define vision and objectives. Vision and objectives from other NDPs are being 

considered. A meeting has been arranged with Place Studios for 19 October to 

discuss the vision and objectives for the NDP. The VDS 2016 has been reviewed and 

options for an update are being considered in conjunction with Simon Maher of SDC 

and Place Studios. A meeting is being arranged with WWT to discuss tourism, traffic 

and future cooperation. A presentation about the Slimbridge NDP was given to a 

parish meeting at North Nibley on the 23rd September. The NDP plan is on schedule 

and on cost. Date of next Steering Group Meeting is 3 November 2021. 
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12. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any actions. 

No further updates on this, other than the papers have been prepared and it is 

now waiting for the legal team to sign them off. It is hoped consultation may start 

the beginning of November.  

▪ To consider looking at managing parking alternatives for the Patch and 

resolve actions for this.  

Cllr P Garrett had asked a landowner at the Patch if his land could be used 

for temporary parking, this was turned down.  

A consideration of looking at removing the overnight parking element on the 

car park and allowing permit holders to have a space. Clerk recommended 

this to be looked at through the current ANPR company managing overnight 

parking at present. To look at holding a meeting with a clear strategy with 

boat owners and residents to discuss parking. Cllr H Jones to gather 

information from CaRT on the status of boat moorings in this area.  

Water bollards have now been delivered and a suggested time to put these in 

position could be in line with the consultation period. Cllrs M Stayte and J 

Cullimore will look at options to carrying out this task.  

▪ To note the response from the complaint sent to the CEO of Gloucestershire 

CC with regards to the double yellow lines, and resolve actions from this.  

Clerk followed this up with an e-mail to the CEO on 4th October and again no 

acknowledgement or response has been received from him directly. 

• To receive report from the school parking meeting with police and highways and 

resolve any actions 

This meeting was held at 8.30am. Numerous comments from parents were had 

on the upcoming double yellow lines and where cars will park, moving the issues 

somewhere else instead. One car had parked on a white line, but all others 

parked appropriately. By 9am a majority of the cars had gone and the road was 

quiet again. Discussion was had on the safest places to park for this short time, 

and also noting that some residents do get blocked in their drives as unable to 

maneuver out around parked cars.  

Highways will not put bollards on the roadside of the entrance into St Johns Road 

where cars have been known to park.  

Only half the school uses the bridge at the back of the playing field as it would be 

too many with the whole school using it to manage.  

Cllr A Butcher and Clerk also took the Inspector down to the Patch to highlight 

the various issues that occur down there. At this time there was van blocking a 

gate which the Inspector reported and it will be followed up.  

• To receive information on parking in bus stops 

It had been noted that cars had parked in the bus stops on occasions. This was 

looked into and due to the bus stops not having any Traffic Road Orders in place 

on them, then the cars aren’t parked illegally.  
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• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters: 

Cllr M Stayte and Clerk due to meet with the Highways manager in November to 

discuss current issues.  

• To receive updates on No Parking sign at Ryalls Lane end by canal 

Cllr A Butcher chased this again, it is still on the list to be fitted soon.  

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

Due to little progress ‘Quiet Lanes’ had little to report apart from the continuation 

of VAS camera changes and data collection. Since submitting a comprehensive 

package of work, to Highways, in July, the following feedback has been recieved.  

All TRO's are on hold for a revised process to be developed, taking account of 

the 'Stockholm' protocol. The Scrutiny committee, of GCC, has been charged with 

producing a new process under the Leadership of Liz Kirkham, Network and 

Strategic Asset Manager for GCC. Quiet Lanes group understand that we are 

being included, as a pilot, in this work, the Scrutiny Committee are aware of the 

work that we have carried out. Quiet Lanes group have contacted Liz Kirkham 

offering any assistance and input that we can provide on behalf of Slimbridge 

Parish. 

In recent days we have received, through the Clerk, information from the ‘20 is 

Plenty’ group who are collectively trying to influence the implementation of the 

‘Stockholm Agreement’, essentially to change the default speed limit of 60 mph to 

20 mph. 

• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear and connections for the Pavilion 

and Village Hall and resolve any actions on this. 

Still no connection dates. Another chasing e-mail sent 11th October 2021, and a 

further one sent before the meeting. Cllrs asked if Cllr Stephen Davies can get in 

touch again.  

• To discuss and resolve the process and budget of decorating the Cambridge bus 

stops in time for Christmas.  

Leave until Spring 2022 

• To receive an update on the verges works on Dursley Road / A38 

Work has begun on the verges in this area, with clearing taking place. Yellow 

Rattle will be purchased and planted as this reduces the growth of the grass 

allowing for wildflowers to grow better. Some of the budget will be used for this as 

well as purchasing a couple of other varieties to begin growing now to plant out.   

13. Patch car park  

• To discuss and resolve upcoming works with Stroud Valleys Project on the bunds 

and planting, to resolve any actions and expenditure 

SVP have now ordered additional hedge whips and waiting for delivery. A 

working party is needed on the bunds to clear the vegetation and bind weeds. 

Planting to hopefully commence beginning of November.  
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• To discuss carrying out a check on the car park gravel and any works that may 

be required 

A comment has been received that the stone surfacing can be uncomfortable 

under foot for those with mobility issues. Also there are some bare patches on 

the footpath element. Cllrs J Cullimore and P Garrett will look at this and report 

back. 

14. Footpaths – to receive report. 

Cllrs A Butcher and G Storey with the Clerk are due to meet Public Rights of Way 

officer this week to look at maps, discuss conditions of footpaths, and look at a way 

forward for next year to help keep footpaths clear.  

15. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report.  

• To resolve actions / costs to an unsafe tomb chamber,  

3 quotes have now been received to repair the tomb. It was felt that funding 

should be applied for to assist with the repairs as not enough funds are currently 

in the budget. A decision on the contractor will be made next month.  

• To receive response from Church with regards to parking concerns when they 

have a big event e.g. weddings, funerals etc 

This was raised with the PCC and the following information has been relayed 

from Cllr A Butcher after attending:  

The church appreciated that the wedding in question was large and that it had 

caused a road traffic problem. In future therefore, they will make sure all 

concerned are aware of the parking facilities within the village and will ask that an 

Usher/s are given the responsibility of making sure the area is kept clear of 

parked cars and cones are kept in place.  

• To resolve further expenditure to make safe loose memorials in the church yard 

Clerk to put in a further purchase order to make safe current loose memorials.  

16. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works on the play area  

No report. Cllr M Stayte to complete the installation of the cooker.  

• To receive updates on cricket fencing.  

Fencing to cover the back of the pavilion area. Clerk to check original pavilion 

plans to see if there is any information on services below ground.  Fencing due to 

be fitted beginning November, any information will be forwarded to us from the 

cricket club once they have confirmation of date.  

• To receive Amphitheatre updates 

This has now been completed and the official opening took place with a story 

telling session last week. It was noted that with the sun out, it was in such a 

position that it was in the eyes of those sat on the amphitheatre at the time. Also 

it was noted that the gravel on the back of the seating on the floor was being 

scuffed around by those sitting there. Cllrs asked Clerk to contact the contractors 

to look at this and to see if there were other alternatives for this. Clerk to circulate 

the original spec to all Cllrs. The turf now seems to be bedding in better and is 

likely to grow back in the places it didn’t take as well.  
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• To resolve next stage of works of purchasing a table tennis table.  

Clerk advised that this is deferred to the following month due to awaiting quotes 

• To note / resolve request from school PTA for use of playing field in June 2022 

The PTA wish to hire the playing field for a circus fund raising event next year. 

Details had been circulated and Cllrs had questions before committing to this. 

This surrounded parking and security of the event, numbers of tickets hoping to 

be sold, vehicles on the pitch and litter concerns. Clerk to contact organiser, to be 

discussed at the next meeting.   

17. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Internal audit 

arrangements, asset register 

Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose. It was resolved to ensure the quarterly 

checks were started up again. Cllr J Cullimore will do these with the Clerk starting 

next month. Cllr M Stayte to do Clerk’s annual appraisal and this to be done in 

November to take any considerations for annual budgeting.  

18. To receive any flooding updates for the Parish  

No report 

19. To receive quotes for the Parish noticeboard and resolve expenditure.   

Quotes were obtained for recycled plastic noticeboards, but the cost of one of these 

was the same as one new oak and refurbishing the current village hall board. It was 

therefore proposed by Cllr G Storey to purchase an oak board and refurbish the 

current one to be placed in Cambridge. This was seconded by Cllr A Durkin and 

majority in favour.  

20. To receive updates on the Village Green in Gossington with regards to tree 

assessments and resolve expenditure.  

Two quotes had been obtained. Cllr E Ferrigno proposed Hutchison Arboriculture at 

£250.00, this was seconded by Cllr A Butcher and all in favour.  

21. To consider additional litter bins for both waste and dog bags in the parish and 

resolve any expenditure.  

Cllr G Storey is still looking at suitable locations. It was resolved to take this off the 

agenda for the time being and put back on in the new year if locations are found.  

22. To note the Legion Social Club lease is up for renewal in February 2022 and 

resolve actions, and to note current rent status.  

No report 

23. To consider any future youth provision for the parish. 

After a short discussion it was resolved to take this off the agenda and see if anything 

comes from the NDP. 

24. To respond to questionnaire from Stroud District Council’s Walking and 

Cycling Task & Finish Group 

Clerk to complete, suggesting the coloured walks being revamped for the Queen’s 

Jubilee 2022 and adding on the Uley Greenway joining up to Slimbridge eventually.  
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25. To receive the report from the Canal Strategy meeting and resolve any actions 

Cllr A Butcher, Clerk and District Cllr H Jones attended a meeting with SDC 

contractor for the canals strategy. It seems SPC had been missed off the mailing list 

due to human error, this has now been rectified. SPC explained the issues around 

the canal in the parish and the lack of infrastructure there is to accommodate the 

amount of tourism this attracts when there are also other tourist attraction bringing in 

significant vehicles and visitors. The ‘vision’ of the canal was discussed and its 

benefits, this was pointed out that it has to be managed in terms of numbers visiting 

without having a detrimental impact on residents lives and the local wildlife etc. 

Discussion on CaRT needing to be accountable to what is occurring on the canal and 

being more in control of it. The next phase of the consultation is due out October / 

November for responses.  

26. Accounts  

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To resolve date for working party to look at budget 

9th November 6pm at the Pavilion 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

Approved  

• To approve the following payments in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions  £ 1502.43 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365,  

£ 99.48 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 

The trustees of 
Berkeley Settlement 

Car park lease rent £ 875.00 

Slimbridge PCC Tomb report £ 170.00 

AP Transport Amphitheatre £ 19,800 

27. To resolve meeting dates for 2022 

Resolved, Clerk to book with Village Hall.  

28. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 1st November  Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

▪ Monday 15th November Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 

 


