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Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting,
at 7.30pm on Monday 20" September 2021 at Slimbridge Village Hall

Present: Vice Chairman J Cullimore, Clirs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, G Storey, A Butcher, A
Durkin, Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Clirs H Jones, 1 parishioner representing Quiet Lanes
group, 8 additional parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
Clir P Garrett, County Clir S Davies

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
None

3. Public 10 minutes
Members of the public were in attendance to express their concerns of the parking at
the Patch and fears of an accident happening soon. Clerk gave an update on a
recent meeting with Highways and the Parish Council are now awaiting their report
with amendments — this to be on the planning meeting in 2weeks time. Discussion
included the boaters on the canal and conditions such as sewage and the bank of the
canal now having sheds and washing lines on — with ecological concerns from
parishioners; emergency vehicles not getting through with the amount of parked cars
on both sides of the canal; and tourism in the area. A separate discussion also took
place on Stroud District Council’s canal strategy that is being developed — Clerk and
Clir H Jones to chase this up to arrange meetings involving SDC and Canals and
Rivers Trust, and getting the MP involved too.

Pothole on Ryalls Lane, and litter bin on Ryalls Lane needs repositioning. Clerk to
report.

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 16" August and 6" September 2021 as a
true record
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record

5. To receive report from County Clir Stephen Davies
Clir S Davies sent through a brief report with information on full council motions on
COP26, Universal Credit and other items that GCC have no control over;
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue service are to be seeking views on their service
from 15t October.

6. To receive report from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green
No report and ClIr H Jones left the meeting.
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7. Clerk’s report
Defib training is taking place on 23™ September in Village Hall

Clerk to attend a national conference on 12" — 14 Qctober.

Youth work in the parish — before lock down a youth bus attended the parish, but no-
one attended. If there is a need then this can be looked at again, otherwise the
funding was directed to Hardwicke.

The Housing Need Survey from GRCC has gone out to every household, this data
can then be used to compare with the data from the NDP survey.

Followed up on dog fouling issues — the neighbourhood warden regularly patrols
down the Patch and the maijority pick up any fouling. The dog wardens will look at
putting up more signage along the canal path and also send some to the Clerk for
local fields etc

Clerk due to attend a Police meeting and has also attended a meeting on updates for
ANPR cameras. The police are now fully supportive of these and are looking for
ways for the cameras to send out automated letters. Gloucestershire highways still
have a moratorium on putting up ANPR’s on their lampposts. Clerk is working with
other parishes on this matter so as it can be considered again as part of the Quiet
Lanes.

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate
discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC
WAG reported on the recent release of Wisloe Green (PS37) promoters releasing
their material of their master plan, and also noted that the most recent survey on the
soil came back as being Best and Most Versatile Grade 2. WAG have supplied a
press release for the Gazette. WAG noted the recent Housing Need Survey from
GRCC. WAG also asked if a virtual meeting could be had with the consultants to
review the next steps and have a quote for this. Clirs resolved for this to go ahead to
obtain quotes so as this could be looked at. WAG intend to apply for the Solar Fund
for responses to the next stages.

9. Planning applications
Clirs E Ferrigno, G Storey, M Stayte

e Applications:
No applications

e Permissions:
= S.21/1748/FUL Overspill Car Park, The Wildfowl And Wetlands Trust,
Newgrounds Lane, Slimbridge
Erection of building for Slimbridge Scout Group

It was noted that the scouts will have use of the WWT toilet facilities but
concern was still raised as to where the kitchen waste water will go — Clerk to
follow up with planning.

10. Next planning team
Clirs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin
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11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next
actions / expenditure.
The report was noted which included information on the update of topics, updating of
the VDS, continuation of monitoring of the planning system, confirming the NDP is
currently on budget and schedule, and that D Thombs is doing a presentation for
North Nibley who are also interested in doing an NDP.

12. Highways

e To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the
Patch and resolve any actions.
As above, the Clerk and ClIr P Garrett met with Highways and the Road Safety
Officer who looked at the plans and have suggested some changes — this will be
back with the Parish Council to review for the planning meeting on 4™ October.

» To note the response from the complaint sent to the CEQO of Gloucestershire
CC with regards to the double yellow lines, and resolve actions from this.
It was noted that the complaint was sent directly to the CEO, of which there
was no acknowledgement from him at all, which was disappointing. It was
sent to the complaints department which was then sent to the relevant Traffic
officer who did send a response, although it was felt that all the information
within that response was already known. Clirs resolved to contact the CEO
again to say they were disappointed there was no direct response from him
acknowledging the complaint and the issues occurring within his organisation.

o To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters:
No further updates. Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Highways manager and
Clir M Stayte for October.

o To receive updates on No Parking sign at Ryalls Lane end by canal
Clir A Butcher has followed this up and the signs are now on order, although no
date as to when they will be in position.

e To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions /
expenditure
A report was circulated including an update on the VAS and the good feedback
this is receiving; a near miss accident involving a tractor; a letter has been sent to
Baroness Vere the Under Secretary for Transport.

Planters, so far 2 in place but no volunteers have come forward for any others so
this will be left for now. Highways and limited action on the parish’s case of
20mph.

G Simms has also gathered further information from Gloucestershire County
Council’s various scrutiny committees with regards to their support of the
Stockholm 20mph default scheme. G Simms has written to the Chair of the
County Council and also the Scrutiny committee to inform them of the amount of
work undertaken by the Quiet Lanes group and that the parish would be prepared
to be part of a trial as it can be demonstrated it meets criteria and is compliant.

e To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear and connections for the Pavilion
and Village Hall and resolve any actions on this.
External connections due to be looked at this coming week, no date as of yet for
either venue to be connected.
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e To receive and resolve plans on managing wildflower verges, and resolve any
budget towards this.
Highways have approved the idea for this to occur. Clerk has put together a risk
assessment. The 2 verges are on the A38 / Dursley Road junction. Concerns of
the wildflowers being too high were mentioned, however it was confirmed that all
flowers will be low growing and the area will be managed by the volunteers. It
was proposed by ClIr A Butcher to budget £300 for this project, seconded by Clir
M Stayte, with majority in favour. Dates to be confirmed for the working party to
clear the area.

e To note the recent works on the Slimbridge roundabout in relation to the WWT
sculpture and enquire how the roundabout will be maintained in the future.
The base works for the sculpture have been completed on the roundabout, with
the main sculpture due to be installed in October. Questions had been asked on
the maintenance of the roundabout once the sculpture is in place and how will
this be kept tidy and managed. Clerk to contact WWT to ask for their plans.

13. Footpaths — to receive report.

e To receive updates on footpaths and the Definitive map 2026
Ballards Lane and Lightenbrook Lane need new fingerpost signs, Clir G Storey to
send locations to the Clerk. CSL34 is overgrown and needs cutting back, need to
identify the owner.

CSL26 — CliIr A Butcher requested that this is recorded as having the crops
overgrown the footpath preventing access and use throughout the summer. This
has been verbally highlighted to the farmer and will be cleared by the end of the
month. Clerk has sent out letters to all farmers reminding them of their duties to
keep footpaths on their land clear.

Clerk has arranged a meeting with Public Rights of Way Officer to plan for next
year to ensure that footpaths can be kept clear, by putting together a plan where
letters can be sent out and followed up where necessary.

The NDP group have started a working group where volunteers walk all footpaths
and can note any issues which can be recorded and looked at how to resolve.

14. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard - to receive report.

e To resolve actions / costs to an unsafe tomb chamber, including the conservation
report
The conservation report has now been received detailing the issue with the tomb.
This cost £420 inc VAT. The PCC obtained a £250 grant, Clir E Ferrigno
proposed for the Parish Council to pay the remaining £170, this was seconded by
Clir G Storey with all in favour. Further quotes will now need to be got for the
repairs. Clerk to liaise with the PCC.

e To receive plans for a Churchyard wildlife and seating memorial area and resolve
any comments.
A group of volunteers wish to make a memorial area in the churchyard towards
the back and place the old church spire in the location. Clerk advised that the
Parish Council are responsible for maintenance of the churchyard and it may
therefore be useful to ensure the group are responsible for the upkeep of the
area. CllIrs agreed with this and were happy for the design to go ahead.
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15. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion

e To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works on the play area
Work continues, no report at present.

e To receive updates on cricket fencing.
Clir M Stayte had organised the difference in funds for the cricket club, however
no information has been received from the club on the matter of the fencing.
Clerk to contact to see when works could start.

o To receive Amphitheatre updates
The amphitheatre is now completed, but will need a couple of weeks with the
cones around to allow the grass turf to settle in. Discussion on a grand opening,
and the offer of a storyteller to open the event. Dates will need to be arranged
and liaise with the school.

¢ To note weeds are growing through some areas on the tarmac path, to resolve
actions.
The weeds have been treated, but this need to be monitored for future repairs.

16. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Data
Protection policies, Retention and disposal, Social media and electronic
communication
Clirs resolved all policies were fit for purpose

17. To discuss and resolve the Strategic Plan for 2021 — 2024
Since the working meeting this had been updated. All Clirs resolved it could now be
published and gain the public views to see if there are any further projects or
suggestions from the parishioners.

18. To resolve a project to apply to the Solar Farm for.
Two suggestions had been put forward — 1. new garage doors for the pavilion as they
are beginning to weaken from weather damage, and 2. A review of all the listed
tombs in the churchyard. After discussion it was resolved to apply for funding to have
the listed tombs in the churchyard surveyed. Clerk to obtain quotes and put together
a funding application.

19. To note the increase in costs for wood for the Parish noticeboard and resolve
expenditure.
An increase in the wood of £150 had occurred. Clirs asked the Clerk to obtain quotes
for a PVC noticeboard to compare costs but also noting that they will require very
little maintenance compared to wooden ones.

20. To receive updates on the Village Green in Gossington with regards to tree
assessments and resolve expenditure.
Clerk is still waiting to hear back from WPD, will chase this up.

21. To receive any feedback with regards to the bus shelters and resolve an action
plan.
It was resolved to look at this for a Spring project within the next budget. Clerk
suggested contacting Leyhill Community Payback team for the works.

Signed / Date pg. 837



22. To receive updates for Christmas decorations for the tree on Cambridge Green
and resolve actions and expenditure.
Rocket Rentals have said they will help with a cherry picker if they can, however they
are very busy presently and therefore cannot guarantee. It was resolved that the
volunteer group can have up to £200 for decorations and to liaise with the Parish
Council on this.

23. To consider additional litter bins for both waste and dog bags in the parish and
resolve any expenditure.
Clir G Storey will continue to look for appropriate locations for the bins.

24. To note the Legion Social Club lease is up for renewal in February 2022 and
resolve actions, and to note current rent status.
A cheque for the second half of last year’s rent was received. No information as of
yet for setting up a monthly standing order for this year’s rent. It was resolved for the
Clerk to set up a meeting with the Legion committee and Clirs J Cullimore and P
Garrett to discuss the lease for renewal next year.

25. Accounts
Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence

e To note the external auditor report and comments.
This was noted with no further comments

e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
This had been circulated and approved.

e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax, and pensions £ 1502.43

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft £ 118.56
365, paper,

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 300.00

PFK Littlejohn External audit £ 480.00

GAPTC ClIr training £ 50.00

Town and Parish Website fees £190.00

Council websites

D Davies Verges £ 626.53

Royal British Legion  Poppy Wreath £17.00

P Garrett Playing field expenses £75.23

TW Hawking Grass cutting £ 2858.41

26. Next meeting
*= Monday 4" October Planning Meeting 7.30pm
* Monday 18" October Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm
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