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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 
Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

 at 7.30pm on Monday 16th August 2021 at Slimbridge Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S 

Davies, District Cllrs H Jones and L Green, 1 parishioner representing NDP group & WAG, 

and 1 parishioner representing Quiet Lanes group, 2 additional parishioners  
 

1. To note apologies for absence  

Cllrs A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey and J Cullimore 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None  

3. Public 10 minutes 

2 parishioners in attendance to discuss the verge management, looking at an area on 

the A38 / Dursley Road. Cllr A Butcher has met with Plantlife. Parishioners enquired 

of a loan to do the works – Clerk confirmed that they would be a working group under 

the Parish Council, therefore loan not required. Permissions would be needed if the 

verges being looked at were owned by GCC, with possible cultivation licence 

needed. GCC also have biodiversity policies to consider. Clerk suggested a meeting 

with the residents and Cllr A Butcher to ascertain plans and budget required to be put 

to full council next month. Clerk to also ask Cam PC about the wildflower verges they 

used to have and why they hadn’t been continued.  

A request was also put in for the Parish Council to consider having some of the 

verges in Ryalls Lane cut later in August instead of at the beginning due to the glow 

worms that live in the longer grasses.  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 19th July and 2nd August 2021 as a true 

record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

August is a quiet month at GCC, Cllr S Davies reported on a Fast track foster care 

scheme and GCC have recently won an award for Best Training provider and 

employer partnership.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

August is also quiet at SDC, Cllr H Jones reported on the Covid centre based at the 

Vale has now moved to Berkeley Green, and SDC have begun the annual census for 

the electorate.  

7. Clerk’s report  

• Defibrillator training has been organised for 23rd September. Clerk to check all 

those interested are able to attend 

• No response from Inspector Paul Cruise who was due to answer on behalf of 

Super Intendent Kath Davis 

• Tyning Crescent private driveway group have had the wrong materials delivered 

for the drive way. Wales and West will be looking to meet with the group to 

resolve. 

• It was noted that there are changes due to Stagecoach buses which will have an 

impact on buses to Stroud.  

• Clerk to renew the Pavilion electricity contract 

• The pavilion is attracting further bookings. 

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

WAG are currently taking a break and waiting for the all the consultation responses 

to be put on the SDC website for analysis. A resident asked Cllr H Jones if this could 

be speeded up as nothing is currently available. 

9. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin 

• Applications: 

• Appeals: 

▪ Appeal by: Mr J Brennan 

Site: Land opposite Rolls Court, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge 
Development of a basic touring caravan site, with five pitches, providing 
water, waste recycle bins. 
Comments had been received by local residents on their continued objection. 
Cllrs resolved to reiterate their objections to this application.  

• Permissions: 

▪ S.21/1592/LBC Gossington Hall Cottage, Gossington, Slimbridge, 

Replacement driveway front gate 

• Refusal:  

▪ S.21/1297/CPE Land At Longaston Lane Slimbridge  

Change of use under Class Q(a) is lawful to implement.  

 Clerk to clarify the meaning of Class Q with planning.  

10. Next planning team  

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, G Storey  

11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next 

actions / expenditure. 

A recent meeting was had with Place Studio to clarify a small number of topics that 

didn’t have a toolkit. This was a useful exercise. Work has started on the evidence 

collection.  
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Businesses have been more difficult to obtain information from, however a more 

personal approach is now working and useful evidence is being gathered around jobs 

and recruitment. 

Parish online is being used to have a visual effect creating maps in the NDP. 

The group are continually monitoring the planning system and any changes that are 

occurring.  

Overall the NDP is on schedule and on cost. 

12. To receive updates from meeting with relevant bodies on flooding and ditches 

in the parish, and resolve next actions in relation to taking this project forward. 

A resident remains in contact with the water engineer at SDC, although it is noted 

that responses from SDC take a long time. No further information to date. 

13. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any actions. 

Cllrs were astonished to hear the TRO officers are doing another Road Safety 
Audit in September, despite one already being carried out back in April with the 
report being received and commented on by the previous TRO officer, who is 
now off long term sick. Cllrs feel this whole process is just going backwards. Cllrs 
asked the Clerk to put together a timeline of the process to date and then put in a 
complaint to the CEO. Should nothing be resolved by the next meeting, a 
consideration of going to the press was mentioned.  

• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters: 

Clerk and Cllr M Stayte met with the highways manager where the various issues 

of Slimbridge were discussed. The spread sheet had been updated and 

circulated. The main information was that any parking bays in Ryalls Lane would 

cost in the thousands to be made into official bays, with the longer one nearer the 

canal end costing approx. £24,000. With no budget in the highways fund and this 

not being top priority for highways, there was little chance of any works being 

achieved.  

It was noted there were a number of hedges that had been requested to be cut 

back and haven’t yet been done, such as those along the A4135, although a 

response had come back saying these weren’t an issue. Clerk to confirm.  

• To discuss and resolve “Switch off engines when stationary” sign at Shepherds 

Patch and sign at Ryalls Lane 

The new sign at the Patch bridge has now been installed. Cllr A Butcher has 

raised the issue of a no parking sign for the bridge at the end of Ryalls Lane.  

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

The VAS’s continue to work well and receive positive feedback with new sites 

being requested by residents. One current site has been located on Cambridge 

Village Green and A38 and this is having a noticeable difference on driver 

behaviour in a positive way – even if one of the highest speeds recorded had 

been 96mph! With 3 VAS’s in various zones, the group have built up a large 

amount of data to go towards the parish TRO’s criteria. 
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After the last meeting all the 20 is plenty signs placed on utility posts have now 

been removed, although concern was noted of the number of other signs that 

were up without authorisation across the parish.  

No further information has been heard since the meeting with Highways on the 5th 

July, Clerk has chased this up but had no response. 

Parishioner gave further information on the Stockholm agreement of 20mph 

where traffic is of mixed use and how this fits in with Slimbridge. Cllr S Davies 

confirmed that GCC are rewriting their policies on 20mph and will find out the 

date when this will be done, which he believed to be imminent.  

A parishioner had recently e-mailed with regards to the planters and the height of 

the flowers in them taking away from the gateways impact. This has been noted 

and the next planting will be considerate of this and be low growing.  

• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear and connections for the Pavilion 

and Village Hall and resolve any actions on this. 

No date has yet been given, but it is in the system to be done.  

• To discuss managing wildflower verges and setting up a working group. 

This was discussed under public 10 minutes.  

14. Footpaths – to receive report. 

• To look at a working group for footpaths and the Definitive map 2026 

3 parishioners have expressed an interest in this. Clerk to liaise with Cllrs A 

Butcher and G Storey to look at going forward with this.  

15. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report.  

• To resolve actions / costs to an unsafe tomb chamber 

Cllr E Ferrigno attended a talk on tomb conservation. A member of the PCC has 

obtained a grant towards the tomb report required, one quote has been received 

and Cllr E Ferrigno to also obtain a quote from a contact made at the talk.   

• Managing the bramble / flower patch at the entrance gate from the road 

This currently seems to be being strimmed by the contractor, Cllrs to monitor the 

area for the time being.  

16. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works on the play area  

The woodwork has now been completed on the Scale, Summit and Slide, 

preparation works have been done for the rubber matting and the gate will be 

lifted next week.  

• To discuss cricket fencing.  

The cricket club had received 2 quotes back, which were both just over £300 

more than the solar farm fund they had obtained last year. They stated that they 

were unable to fund the difference and would need to return the funds if the 

difference was unable to be found. Cllr M Stayte said he knew some contacts 

who may be able to help and would look into this.  

• To receive Amphitheatre updates 

Work for this is due to start on Wednesday this week, with an initial site meeting 

to mark out the exact location.  
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17. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Media, 

Planning, Equality 

Cllrs resolved that the policies continued to be fit for purpose.  

18. To note the Village Green in Gossington which is registered to the Parish 

Council and resolve actions and expenditure for assessment.  

Due to this being discovered recently and in the ownership of the Parish Council, it 

was resolved to initially ask WPD to assess the trees that were affecting their wires, 

then to get the remaining trees assessed in line with the Parish Council tree policy. It 

was then resolved that the land would remain as a wildlife site with no actions other 

than to retain it for biodiversity, the same as the Kingston Road site.  

19. To receive any feedback with regards to the bus shelters and resolve an action 

plan. 

No feedback had come from the recent newsletter sent out. This to be deferred to the 

next meeting.  

20. To receive e-mail with regards to Himalayan Balsam along River Cam and 

resolve any actions  

It was resolved to refer this to the Environment Agency. Cllr P Garrett had been to 
look at the area, it was noted that works had been done where Rosies Wood was, 
but further down the River Cam was where the works may be needed, and it was felt 
this was outside the remit of the Parish Council.   

21. To resolve expenditure for a new notice board outside the village hall.  

Quotes had been obtained last year. It was resolved to go with the local contractor 

for the new notice board, and ask for a quote for the current notice board outside the 

Village Hall to have a new waterproof backing put on it.  

22. To begin discussion for Christmas decorations for the tree on Cambridge 

Green.  

The group who put up the lights on the tree on Cambridge Green for Christmas, are 

keen to do this again. The Parish Council have a small budget of £200 to go towards 

additional lights. Clerk to contact Rocket Rentals to ask for free loan of a cherry 

picker to assist in this project as community goodwill, they could have an advertising 

board outside. Cllr P Garrett to talk to the group to see what they would like to have 

on the tree.  

23. To receive the report from Uley – Slimbridge Greenway meeting.  

A parishioner attended this meeting, and it mainly focused on progress of developing 

the various stages of the route between Uley and Cam & Dursley railway station. It 

was noted that GCC Highways have an issue with resource in their design team, 

which appears to be down to one person and therefore not progressed some design 

for a junction despite a budget being agreed for the project.  

The group were informed of the progress of Slimbridge 20mph and Quiet Lanes 

scheme.  

24. To consider additional litter bins for both waste and dog bags in the parish.  

Cllr G Storey requested this item, it was resolved to defer to next month. 
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25. Accounts  

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated and approved at the meeting 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions  £ 1502.43 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365,  

£ 94.98 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00  

Godfrey Cullimore 
and Son 

Timber for the play area maintenance £ 99.00 

JB Associates Additional work for Local Plan response £ 2,400.00 

Jane Hawkins Slimbridge Newsletter annual costs £ 251.00 

TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 2,858.41 

26. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 6th September  Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

▪ Monday 20th September  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 


