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Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 
Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting, 

 at 7.30pm on Monday 19th July 2021 at Slimbridge Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, A Butcher, A Durkin, G Storey, Clerk - Helen 

Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllr H Jones, 1 parishioner representing NDP group, 1 

parishioner representing WAG, and 1 parishioner representing Quiet Lanes group,  

1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs M Stayte and J Cullimore 

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

3. Public 10 minutes 

None  

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 21st June, 5th July and 12th July 2021 as a 

true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

5. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies 

Funding is available through County Cllrs for Community projects; the County 

Council also have a digital community project fund if there are any projects the Parish 

Council wish to consider applying for funding for.  

6. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

SDC’s CN2030 policy – currently lots of applications coming in for solar farms. Cllr H 

Jones to meet with head of environment committee and planning to discuss the 

impact of these on the environment and is the offset beneficial – e.g. the loss of 

farmland to provide food compared to the generated electricity. 

Comments from a resident with regards to the amount one could upload on the 

responses to the Local Plan – this wasn’t very obvious and when found it was felt the 

amount was restrictive for some who may wish to upload photos or maps. Cllr H 

Jones raised this with the planners and it is now being amended to be more clear, 

albeit with only 2 days until the end of the consultation.  

7. Clerk’s report  

Clerk will be arranging the meeting with the school, police and highways in 

September, when hopefully the yellow lines may be down.  

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Defib training to be arranged for September now that restrictions are being lifted.  

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

Numerous reports have now been completed and circulated and due to be finalised 

tomorrow. Some of these costs have been met by WAG as well as the Parish 

Council.  

WAG will be putting together a covering letter from themselves, separate to that of 

the Parish Council, but along similar lines. WAG are also compiling a separate letter 

targeted to the inspector identifying issues WAG have encountered through the 

process.  

JB Associates have carried out additional works and this is above the original quote, 

coming in at approx £2,000 overspend and have asked the Parish Council to 

consider this increase. This information was received at 5.35pm this evening. Clerk 

advised that no information on this overspend had been received beforehand and 

any decisions on this need to be transparent and in line with financial regulations.  

Cllrs debated this situation. The original quote was for £10k, increasing to £11k to 

include a site visit which was approved. Discussion occurred on how or if this 

additional expenditure should be paid as no authority was sought for additional costs.  

Cllr A Durkin proposed not to pay, which was seconded by Cllr G Storey. An 

amendment was proposed by Cllr A Butcher to pay £1,000 with WAG offering to pay 

the other £1,000, this was seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno. The amendment was voted 

on with majority objecting; the original proposal was then voted on and the majority 

proposed not to pay.  

However, WAG offered to pay the entire amount so as the report was not 

compromised and relations do not break down. WAG asked if the Parish Council 

would consider contributing the £500 that Cam PC were donating towards the 

Transport survey. This would go on the agenda for approval at the next planning 

meeting.  

The consultants have offered to have a phone call with SPC tomorrow to discuss the 

additional expenditure. Clerk to arrange.   

WAG have also written to the Green party as their response does not tally with their 

policies. 

Discussion was also had on what action groups other areas have such as Berkeley, 

Cam, Sharpness etc.  

9. To discuss the Parish Council’s responses to the Local Plan, resolving final 

report, covering letter and submission to SDC  

The report from the planning consultant for the Parish Council submission will be 

completed tomorrow and they will submit this along with the covering letter that has 

been circulated by the Clerk. All documents received to date have been circulated 

and Cllrs resolved to continue to accept these for submission to SDC and be 

included in the final report.  

10. Planning applications 

Cllrs E Ferrigno, M Stayte, G Storey 
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• Applications: 

▪ S.21/1592/LBC Gossington Hall Cottage, Gossington, Slimbridge,  

Replacement driveway front gate 

  Cllrs resolved to support this application 

▪ S.21/1628/FUL 1 Garage Villas, Bristol Road, Cambridge,  

Erection of 2 dwellings and replacement garage with associated works - 

Resubmission S.20/1294/FUL. 

Cllrs resolved to object to this on the same grounds as last time – it is not an 

appropriate place for further dwellings next to a commercial business due to 

the noise and business use; concern of the access from the road is a hazard 

as on a busy junction.  

▪ S.21/1647/AFPA Newhouse Farm, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge,  

Prior Approval - Agricultural/Forestry Description: Widening of entrance 

  Cllrs resolved to support this application 

• Permissions: 

• Withdrawn: 

▪ S.21/1011/HHOLD Worplesdon House Ryalls Lane Cambridge  

Demolition of existing garage and erection of new garage with home office 

above (1.5 storey) and single storey annexe to rear. 

11. Next planning team  

Cllrs P Garrett, A Butcher, A Durkin  

12. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next 

actions / expenditure. 

Housing Need Survey and Business reports are now completed and available on the 

website. 2 more drop in events have been held. The Locality grant was successful 

and has been received, and a meeting with Place Studio was had and toolkits from 

them have now been released. A meeting with the NDP officer at Stroud DC was had 

and he is happy with progress. The steering group continue to monitor any 

parliamentary changes to the planning system. Currently the NDP is on schedule and 

on cost.  

13. To receive updates from meeting with relevant bodies on flooding and ditches 

in the parish, and resolve next actions in relation to taking this project forward. 

Whilst an e-mail was received from the water engineer at Stroud DC, it indicated 

what couldn’t be done and what little options could be looked at going forward. Since 

then no further communication has been received. Cllr H Jones will follow this up 

again.  

14. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any actions. 

No further updates have been received.  
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• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters: 

The meeting with Highways will now take place on Monday 2nd August with an 

update given at the next full council meeting. 

• To discuss and resolve “Switch off engines when stationary” sign at Shepherds 

Patch and sign at Ryalls Lane 

Cllr A Butcher continues to be in touch with a contact at CaRT and it is planned 

they will be putting a sign up soon.  

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lanes group and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

▪ To receive report from TRO and Highways meeting on 20mph and Quiet 

Lanes process.  

A report was circulated from the Quiet Lanes group. Lots of information and 

data was handed to the officers at the site meeting which they seemed 

satisfied with and that we are looking at all options and covering 

recommended criteria. A walk around the parish took place, going past the 

school at 8.30am, where traffic of all kinds passed by demonstrating our need 

for 20mph; and a walk along Lightenbrook Lane showing the typical lanes 

within the parish.  

Concern was noted that there are only 2 TRO officers and a large backlog of 

work so this could be a long process.  

With all of this now in place, it was resolved for Clerk to apply for the 50:50 

match funding with Highways and put in an application for two TRO’s – one 

for Quiet Lanes and one for 20mph. Clerk to keep County Cllr S Davies 

updated on this so he can assist in pushing it forward.  

▪ To resolve purchasing materials for additional 20 is Plenty signage. 

A discussion was had on this noting previous comments of too much signage 

in the parish. It was noted that some of the current signs have been placed on 

telegraph poles, and without permission this is not allowed. Cllr A Butcher 

said these would be looked at. A proposal for expenditure of £25 for a further 

10 signs was put forward by Cllr A Butcher and seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno, 

with the majority refusing the proposal.    

• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear and connections for the Pavilion 

and Village Hall and resolve any actions on this. 

No further correspondence from Gigaclear. Cllr S Davies was asked to also 

chase up.  

• To discuss wildflower verges and setting up a working group. 

This will be advertised in the newsletter to see if there are any volunteers. A 

meeting will need to be had with Highways and Plantlife to gain some advice and 

safe locations for this to be done.  

15. Footpaths – to receive report. 

• To look at a working group for footpaths and the Definitive map 2026 

This will be advertised in the newsletter to see if any volunteers wish to be part of 

a working group to look at this.  
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16. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report.  

It was noted that the hedge behind the graves in the cemetery is overhanging some 

of the headstones. The overhanging bits could be cut back with a bigger cut to the 

hedge being planned in October.  

It was also noted that a group are looking at putting a memorial area in the 

churchyard. Clerk to contact them for an update on this as this will all need to go 

through the Parish Council and ensured it is maintained by the group.  

• To resolve actions / costs to an unsafe tomb chamber 

No further information 

• Review policies and charges, to include a fee for scattering ashes in the Natural 

burial ground 

Cllrs resolved that the policies remain fit for purpose. A discussion was had on 

costs for scattering ashes in the Natural burial area, and it was resolved to set 

this at £50.00 

17. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• To receive report from Cllr P Garrett on works on the play area  

Work has started on the scale, summit and slide, and also the roundabout.  

• To receive updates on usage of the pavilion by sporting teams 

The cricket club have signed the contract for next year’s season.  

Cam Bulldogs have resolved not to use the pitch due to not being able to afford 

the £750.00 season charge plus supplying their own nets and line marking.  

Clerk also had a phone call from Cam Everside team enquiring about the pitch 

(happy with costs and able to mark out the pitch), and asking if they could share 

this cost with Cam Bulldogs and both use the pitch over the season which would 

see a match being played every weekend. After discussion it was resolved that if 

both teams do use the pitch, then they could be charged £500 each.  

• To discuss issues of cricket fencing. 

No updates, Clerk to chase a potential quote from AP Transport who have said 

they could quote for this too.  

• To discuss looking at upgrade of the kitchen, as a project, through grant funding. 

▪ To resolve costs to fit the new cooker.  

Cllr M Stayte submitted a quote for the fittings to fit the cooker and has 

offered to install free of charge. The cost is £446 +VAT. Once this is installed 

the Parish Council can investigate grants to upgrade the kitchen. The 

expenditure was proposed by Cllr A Durkin, seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno and 

all in favour.  

• To receive Amphitheatre updates 

Cllr P Garrett and Parcs member P Cope, met with AP Transport to discuss the 

amphitheatre. The construction will take place after the Footykids.org holiday club 

has finished mid August. The benches will be relocated and concreted in by the 

playhouse along with the moving of the picnic benches to the same location (not 

concreted in). The back of the amphitheatre will be smoothed down and ready to 

be seeded with grass seed and wildflowers by the Parish Council. A pre-site 

meeting will be had to mark out the exact location before digging starts. Clerk to 

send purchase order and request copies of insurance and risk assessments.  
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18. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: FOI 

publication scheme, Training and Community Engagement 

Cllrs resolved these were all fit for purpose.  

19. To review the Strategic plan and have suggestions for the coming 4 years 

It was resolved to set up a working party to look at this in September.  

20. To note the current issues with the bus shelters and resolve any actions such 

as the redecoration of them. 

Discussion was had with regards to some current mis-use of the bus shelters and 

how they could be re-vamped to be more visual. Some examples of other community 

bus stops that had been decorated had been circulated. Paint and colours were 

discussed along with the condition of the shelters. Cllr G Storey will look at them to 

see if they may need structural works, Clerk to put a bit in the newsletter to see if 

anyone has ideas on decorating them. Approximate initial costs of repainting them 

could be £60 per bus stop. No budget is available for this, but it could be looked at as 

a community project if some ideas come in and funding applied for.  

21. Accounts  

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 

• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had been circulated before, and resolved at full council 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions  £ 1502.43 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, hi viz jackets, camera signs 

£ 171.45 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 

CPRE  Annual membership £ 36.00 

GAPTC Cllr A Durkin Cllr training £ 50.00 

ICCM Annual membership £ 72.00 

Miles White 
Transport 

Transport assessment 1368.60 

22. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 2nd August   Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

▪ Monday 16th August   Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm 


