
 

Signed / Date  pg. 802 
 

 
Slimbridge Parish Council 

PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ 
Tel: 07943 894637 

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk 

 

 
Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Annual Council Meeting, 

 at 7.30pm on Monday 17th May 2021 
 

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Cllrs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, A Butcher, M Stayte, A Durkin, 

G Storey, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Davies, District Cllrs H Jones, and L Green, 1 

member of NDP group, 1 member of WAG 

 
 

1. To Elect the Chairman 
Cllr J Cullimore nominated Cllr P Garrett for Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr M 
Stayte with all in favour. Cllr P Garrett accepted 
 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Signed 

3. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council 

Cllr J Cullimore offered to be Vice Chairman, this was proposed by Cllr E Ferrigno 

and seconded by Cllr A Butcher with all in favour.  

4. To receive Councillors Declarations of Acceptance of Office 

All signed 

5. To note apologies for absence 

None 

6. Declarations of interest on the agenda 

None 

7. Public 10 minutes 

It was mentioned that the first aid kit in the pavilion needed attention. This has been 

replaced by a volunteer but needs checking. Clerk to check. 

8. To resolve that the Parish Council meets the criteria of the General Power of 

Competence to enable them to use the power. 

The prescribed criteria which a local council is required to fulfil in order to become an 

eligible parish council is set out in the Parish Councils (General Power of 

Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012. It confirms that a local council is 

eligible to use the General Power of Competence if it has passed a resolution at a 

meeting of full council which confirms: 

• It has a qualified Clerk 

mailto:clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
http://www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimage.flaticon.com%2Ficons%2Fsvg%2F124%2F124010.svg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flaticon.com%2Ffree-icon%2Ffacebook_124010&docid=HwEEuHcGDpVjKM&tbnid=i6G-h2Jb1rWAyM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=800&bih=751&biw=1536&q=facebook%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwi1lYPF-YHjAhWrzIUKHX-dDjsQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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• A minimum of two-thirds of vacancies were filled at the last ordinary elections, and; 

• It has resolved at a meeting of the council, and each subsequent annual relevant 

meeting (that is, an annual meeting that takes place in a year of ordinary elections of 

parish councillors) that it meets these conditions. 

Cllr A Durkin proposed that Slimbridge Parish Council meet this criteria and this was 

seconded by Cllr J Cullimore with all in favour.  

9. To appoint members to the following roles: 

• Playing Field Management Group: Cllrs J Cullimore and P Garrett 

• Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr A Durkin 

• Overseeing planning issues: Cllr J Cullimore 

• Footpaths: Cllrs G Storey and A Butcher 

• Highways: Cllr M Stayte 

• Trees and Green issues: Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Rosie’s Wood: Cllr P Garrett 

• Snow Warden: Cllr J Cullimore 

• Cemetery: Cllr P Garrett and Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Parochial Church Council: Cllr E Ferrigno 

• Severn Voice representative: Cllr M Stayte 

• Quiet Lanes: Cllr A Butcher 

• Neighbourhood Development Plan: Cllr A Butcher and Cllr A Durkin 

10. Solar farm Community Advice Panel: 

• To appoint 2 Cllrs to CAP: Cllrs A Durkin and G Storey 

• To advertise for a new parishioner member:  

Clerk has put a call out in the newsletter and this will also go on facebook and the 

website. As Cllr G Storey was the public member and has now switched to Cllr 

member, there will be 2 public spaces available. 

• To review policies and ensure fit for purpose 

These had been circulated and it was resolved they remain fit for purpose 

• To set dates for applications to open and the CAP to meet to resolve applications 

Applications open: August 2021 

Application deadline: Thursday 21st October 

CAP meeting: Monday 8th November 7.00pm  

Slimbridge PC resolve recommendations: Monday 15th November  

11. To approve minutes of meetings on 26th April 2021 as a true record 

The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record 

12. To resolve annual insurance 

3 quotes had been circulated and whilst there were some differences, it was resolved 

to go with BHIB. This was proposed by Cllr A Butcher and seconded by Cllr J 

Cullimore with all in favour. This will be for a 3yr tie in period. 

13. Accounts  

Slimbridge Parish Council operate under the General Power of Competence 
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• To approve bank reconciliation and budget 

This had previously been circulated and agreed by all 

• To note the Internal Audit report 

This had been received back with no additional comments.  

• To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 

Cllr E Ferrigno proposed the Annual Governance Statement with Cllr J Cullimore 

seconding and all in favour 

• To resolve the Accounting Statement 

Cllr E Ferrigno proposed the Accounting Statement with Cllr J Cullimore 

seconding and all in favour 

• The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget 

Staff  Salaries, tax, and pensions including 2 days 
overtime from December 

£ 1471.00 

Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, mileage, microsoft 
365, Zoom,  

£ 82.38 

Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 240.00 

Iain Selkirk Internal audit £ 105.00 

Edge IT Setting up 3 x Cllr e-mail accounts £ 108.00 

G Hawkins Glass for phone box repair £ 10.00 

Play Safety Limited RoSPA report £ 120.00 

14. Based on the legislation for virtual meetings not to continue and the current 

Government guidelines of their steps out of Covid: To resolve to either 

continue the meeting as per the agenda below or resolve to run the council 

under the delegated policy put in place at the beginning of the pandemic, 

resolving whether to cancel the June meeting date and resume face to face 

meetings in July. 

As the Covid opening up steps are due to open fully on 21st June, Cllrs resolved to 

continue with this meeting and the June meeting and will abide by any Government 

restrictions at the time. 

15. To receive report from County Cllr Stephen Davies  

Gloucestershire County Council remains run by Conservative control after the 

elections. And the Police and Crime Commissioner is now Chris Nelson, also 

Conservative. Cllr S Davies is due to be meeting with the Highways manager about 

allocated highways funds, therefore is there is anything Slimbridge Cllrs wish to 

consider to let him know.  

16. To receive report from District Cllrs H Jones, G Craig, L Green 

Stroud District Council continues to be run by a rainbow alliance of Liberal 

Democrats, Green and Labour. This is a 3yr term and Cllr H Jones wishes to look at 

bigger picture projects. The Local Plan will be part of this and Canal and Rivers Trust 

(CaRT) was also mentioned with the ongoing issues around the canal with boaters 

and parking and the impacts to the local area. 

Cllr L Green spoke on the current issues with bin collections in Ryalls Lane and 

where work is being done by Gigaclear. SDC have sent out letters about how this will 

be managed 
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17. Clerk’s report  

No report 

18. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate 

discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC 

A member of WAG attended and gave an overview of the history of WAG for the 

benefit of the new Cllrs. A report had been previously circulated. 

Clerk had received the quote from the Planning Consultant, this had been circulated 

and was noted it would include a site visit, increasing the cost from £10,000 to 

£11,000. This remains within budget. It was proposed by Cllr A Butcher that the 

quote was accepted, this was seconded by Cllr E Ferrigno and resolved by all. Clerk 

to put in the purchase order.  

19. Planning applications 

Cllrs P Garrett and A Butcher   

• Applications: 

▪ S.21/1054/HHOLD Gossington Cottage, Tyndale Road, Slimbridge,  

Erection of two storey extension to rear/side 

Cllrs resolved to comment on this application with regards to the side 

windows on the application overlooking the neighbouring property causing 

privacy and overlooking concerns 

▪ S.21/1011/HHOLD Worplesdon House, Ryalls Lane, Cambridge,  

Demolition of existing garage and erection of new garage with home office 

above (1.5 storey) and single storey annexe to rear 

Cllrs resolved to support the application with a comment on the exacerbation 

to the current sewage network  

• Permissions: 

▪ S.21/0551/DISCON Land Adjacent White Lion Inn, Bristol Road, Cambridge, 

Discharge of Conditions 3 (Drainage details) & 9 (Landscaping details) of 

S.19/2376/FUL 

▪ S.21/0289/FUL Bees Barn, Gossington, Slimbridge,  

Re-arrange layout of domestic curtilage (defined under S.19/1762/FUL) 

20. Next planning team  

Cllrs A Butcher, P Garrett, A Durkin 

21. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next 

actions / expenditure. 

The chair of the NDP gave the history of the NDP steering group for the benefit of the 

new Cllrs 

• To resolve the updated Terms of Reference to include Vice Chair information. 

Cllrs all resolved to adopt the updated terms of reference 

• To resolve expenditure for Publicity items 

It was resolved by all for up to £60 expenditure for publicity materials for the next 

NDP events. Cllr A Butcher to organise. 
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22. To receive updates from meeting with relevant bodies on flooding and ditches 

in the parish, and resolve next actions in relation to taking this project forward. 

A parishioner remains in correspondence with relevant authorities, but to date there 

is no further reports. 

23. Highways 

• To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the 

Patch and resolve any actions. 

No updates 

• To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters: 

No updates 

• To note the Ryalls Lane parking and verge issues 

▪ To discuss and resolve setting up a working group to look at options on this. 

Cllrs J Cullimore, M Stayte and P Garrett to have a site meeting to look at 

potential options and to update Cllr M Stayte on the situation. The Clerk has 

also expressed interest that Slimbridge PC would wish to be involved in the 

review of canals and parking etc with Stroud District Council.  

• To discuss and resolve “Switch off engines when stationary” sign at Shepherds 

Patch 

Cllr A Butcher has been in touch with CaRT and they seem happy to look at a 

sign to be placed on the bridge gates when the bridge is opening.  

• To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions / 

expenditure 

▪ To note the VAS incident and resolve expenditure for replacement battery 

and locks 

One of the VAS’s was subject to vandalism with the battery and locks being 

stolen. This has been reported to the police. £100 was authorised by Cllrs to 

replace these items. Discussion was also had on placing wildlife cameras in 

the locations by the VAS with signage to say the area was being watched. Cllr 

A Durkin has some wildlife cameras to trial with, Clerk to put in place relevant 

policies.  

• To note parking issues on the pavement of A38 and resolve actions. 

Clerk had reported this to Police Crime Commissioner, Police Chief Constable, 

and the MP with it all being reverted back to the Local PCSO and Highways to 

look at solutions.  

• To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green, in 

the parish and connections for the Pavilion and Village Hall and resolve any 

actions on this. 

Gigaclear are on their last stretch of works with disruption continuing at times. No 

connection has been made to the pavilion or village hall to date.  

24. Footpaths – to receive report. 

No report 
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25. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard – to receive report.  

• To resolve actions / costs to an unsafe tomb chamber 

Clerk is in contact with the church on looking at the tomb to be fixed. A faculty is 

required through the diocese and funding may be possible as it is a grade 2 listed 

tomb.  

The upcoming event for memorials week that the church are putting on will 

require a risk assessment. Cllr P Garrett to ask for this, Clerk to put together an 

assessment for the NDP stall too.  

26. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion 

• Parcs projects – To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure. 

▪ To receive updates on the amphitheatre, and resolve actions and 

expenditure. 

Clerk has put in the purchase order for this to be done. A site meeting will be 

had in July for works to start in August 

• To review the RoSPA report and resolve actions and expenditure 

A number of points have been mentioned. Cllr P Garrett and the maintenance 

man to put together a quote for the works to be resolved at the next meeting. 

Proludic never came back to do the minor repairs requested. Clerk to check with 

insurance company that minor works being done by Cllrs and volunteers are 

covered.  

27. To receive any updates on Legion rent payments and resolve any actions. 

With no payment for the past 12months, it was resolved to request 50% of the rent 

now and the remaining 50% on 1st September along with the Standing order set up 

for the coming years rent.  

28. To note GAPTC AGM on 24th July and to resolve attendance 

Cllr A Durkin to attend, Clerk to give an update on the Kingswood PC motion. 

29. To review the following policies ensuring they are fit for purpose: Standing 

Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct and Risk Management.  

Cllrs resolved these continue to be fit for purpose 

30. The Chairman will move the adoption of the following resolution; That under 

section 100(A) (4) Local Government Act 1972, the public and press will be 

excluded from the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely 

disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 

Act 

• Correspondence 

Correspondence from a parishioner has been forwarded to the police 

• Staff  

Cllrs resolved for the Clerk to go up one spinal point on the pay scale.  

31. Next meeting 

▪ Monday 7th June   Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

▪ Monday 21st June   Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm 


