LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n "FOUNDATION

Slimbridge Parish Council
PO BOX 122, Dursley, GL11 9BZ
Tel: 07943 894637
E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via Zoom,
at 7.30pm on Monday 15" March 2021

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, P Cope, S Tilley, A Butcher, R
Payne, Clerk - Helen Dunn, County Clir S Davies, 1 member of NDP group, 1 member of
Quiet Lanes, parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
District Clirs H Jones, L Green and G Craig

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
Clirs S Tilley and R Payne — pecuniary interest — item 8

3. Public 10 minutes
o Comments had been received about the new crossing bollard that had been put
in place opposite Tyning Crescent and that it presented difficulties getting round it
for those in wheelchairs. Clirs to look at the issue and report back to Highways
e A parishioner had raised concern of water from the recycling depot in Gossington
was going into their pond and the water was no longer clear which had had an
impact on the toads in the pond putting them in decline. Clerk to report.

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 15" February 2021 as a true record
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record

5. To receive report from County Clir Stephen Davies
Clir S Davies gave a combined GCC and SDC report as all District Clirs had given
apologies.

o Both authorities have now set their budgets and the council tax letters
distributed also include the parish precepts and Police and Crime
Commissioners amount.

e The elections are confirmed for 6" May — this will be for Parishes, District,
County and Police

¢ National Census is a requirement to be completed on 215t March

e County Council have opened a home for children with their services targeted
for children with high maintenance needs

¢ Recycling centres are opening with their summer hours from next week

e The school has now started using the bridge at the back of the playing fields.
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6. To receive report from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green
No report (as above in Clir S Davies report)

7. Clerk’s report
No report

8. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate
discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC
Clirs S Tilley and R Payne in the waiting room

No report

Clir S Davies reported that it now seems the draft Local Plan will go before the
Environment committee, followed by full council towards the end of April.

Clirs S Tilley and R Payne return

9. Planning applications
Clirs P Cope, P Garrett, and A Butcher

e Applications:
= S.21/0289/FUL Bees Barn, Gossington, Slimbridge,
Re-arrange layout of domestic curtilage (defined under S.19/1762/FUL)
Clirs resolved for no comment to be submitted

e Permissions:

= S.21/0090/HHOLD Greenacre, Bristol Road, Cambridge
Redevelopment/extension of existing single storey utility, sunroom &
workshop to provide garage facilities and improved living space

10. Next planning team and signatories of accounts
Clirs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore and R Payne

11. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and resolve next
actions / expenditure.
The questionnaire had been distributed over the week 3 — 7" March and to date
there have been just over 50 responses. It seems that there is one questionnaire
being returned per household, despite it being open to everyone in the household
being able to respond. 1 business response has been received to date.

The analysis is being done by group members with themes already emerging mainly
around flooding and traffic issues. The analysis is hoped to be completed mid-April.

An open meeting is planned this week but at present there has been a low take up to
attend. More messages will go out inviting parishioners.

12. To discuss and resolve options of selling land at Kingston Road.
Clerk had sent to all Clirs previous history on discussions of selling the land dating
back 10 years. After a brief discussion, Clirs resolved not to sell the land at this time.
Clerk to inform the owner of the neighbouring property and ask again when the repair
works to the land and fencing will be completed.

Signed / Date pg. 788



13. To receive updates from meeting with relevant bodies on flooding and ditches
in the parish, and resolve next actions.
Parishioner Den Bannister had put together a power point presentation which was
shown to various authorities — Ernest Cook Trust, Berkeley Estate, IDB and Stroud
DC water engineer. This had also been circulated to Clirs. These meetings had gone
well and all seemed keen to look at the issues and do their bit in alleviating future
flooding. Due to the current lockdown, it was resolved to meet on site with all
members in April to walk the area and ascertain what could be done without causing
further problems elsewhere too.

14. To receive any response from STW regarding their 3yr monitoring programme
for the works done in the parish, and resolve actions.
No further responses, Clerk to follow up

15. Highways

e To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the
Patch and resolve any actions.
No further responses as of yet. The Road Safety Audit report should be through
in the following weeks.

o To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters:
Clerk and Clirs P Garrett and A Butcher attended a meeting with the Highways
manager Harriett Osburn today, Clerk to update the lists and circulate. One item
raised during council meeting was that the lumps on the motorway bridge were
appearing again on the pathway — this was raised with Harriett and she was
reporting to the safety team to go and check.

e To note the Ryalls Lane parking and verge issues

= To discuss the logs that have been put in position and issues raised from this
and resolve actions
Since putting the logs in place there have been a number of comments, with
one complaint being sent to Highways, which has resulted in further action
being taken. This was discussed with Harriett in a meeting last week and
resolutions could be planting whips or putting up a small fence. Highways had
sent the stat reports for the land, although concern was raised by Clir J
Cullimore that putting a fence there could cause issues with WPD and the
electric cable underneath. To plant whips in these areas would be a cost of
approx. £150, but these would need protecting to allow to establish into a
hedge. A sketch of the proposal for whips will be done by Clir P Garrett and
sent to Harriett. However due to the complaint raised and the letter received
from Highways it was resolved to move the logs off the side of the verge,
although this may only be to a further back location as Highways will look into
the ownership of the verge and CliIr J Cullimore will also check with the
landowner. This issue is a big topic and has caused various comments and it
needs to be looked into further as to what can be done.

= To discuss options of looking at further parking in this location near the
substation.
After a brief conversation on this it was noted it would be unachievable due to
the access that was required and the locked entrances for security of the
substation.
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To receive feedback from support to Frampton open letter regarding canal
parking and resolve next actions this.

After supporting Frampton’s letter who have the same issues as Slimbridge
with regards to canal parking problems, the responses had been circulated
and this will be an agenda item at the upcoming Severn Voice meeting later
this week. Clir John Cullimore to attend.

e To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions /

expenditure.

o Geoff Simms gave a report on the new Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS); there are
now 3 VAS and all will have their own ‘zones’ in the parish and the data collected
will go towards the 20mph and Quiet Lanes Traffic Road Order process. They
also act as a constant visual reminder to all drivers of their speed. Clir S Tilley
asked about having the data published. This will be looked at for what the best
way to display it will be and then made available on the Parish Council website.

Signed / Date

To discuss the new Gateways that have been put in and discuss and resolve
actions from comments received.

The new Gateways organised by the Quiet Lanes group went in last week.
This caused an array of comments with regards to the wording on them, as
they all state ‘Welcome to Slimbridge, please drive carefully through our
parish’. The comments are in relation to those who live in Cambridge and
Gossington and feel the signs are misleading and have a loss of identity to
their village; other concerns raised were that drivers may think that Ryalls
Lane would be an entrance into Slimbridge towards the WWT and caravan
park etc which would cause further issues to the narrow lanes that already
exist. The signs on the gateways have all been covered up with the exception
of the one entering Slimbridge itself.

Much debate occurred on this issue which included the following summary:

o The gateways, in themselves, look good, and the company should be
thanked for their donation and work. Planters were also discussed in
being put under each one with volunteers to look after them

o The gateways are part of the Quiet Lanes scheme to bring the parish
together as one, hence the same wording, not to designate boundaries.
Also to slow down traffic entering the more rural lanes coming off the A38

o ltis felt that the location names / wording on the signs needs to be
reviewed and changed to recognise all the feedback received. Clerk had
circulated feedback received direct to the Parish Council, and the local
facebook community page was noted with concerns of how some of the
comments had been written.

o General feeling of residents is that they would like signs to say Cambridge
or Gossington where the gateways lead into this part of the parish.

o The company who have done the signs and gateways are happy to
accommodate any changes to the signs required.

o Final wording could not be resolved at the meeting. It was resolved to
have options circulated to all Clirs, and for the final decision to be made
by Clirs at the next planning meeting in April.
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e To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green, in
the parish and connections for the Pavilion and Village Hall and resolve any
actions on this.

Clir S Davies commented on this saying that Gigaclear work in stages with the
final clear up being a few weeks later after the groundworks have been
completed. Clir S Davies to follow up with his contact.

16. Footpaths — to receive report.
The footpath around the golf course has now been completely cleared and has made
a good difference. Clerk to thank PROW if they carried out this work.

e To note recent e-mail on Public Footpaths and the definitive map and resolve any
actions on this.
It was discussed that everyone looks at this and it can be mentioned in the
Annual Parish Meeting, and it could then be a new project for the new council to
take on in May after the elections.

17. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard - to receive report.
Clerk, Clir P Cope and Rev Bill Boon had put in place 2 radar tags in the natural
burial ground to identify where the current two burials were.

18. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion
e Parcs projects — To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure.
= To receive updates on the amphitheatre, and resolve actions and

expenditure.

Clerk obtained two quotes for a play inspection on the design of the
amphitheatre and it was resolved to go with RoSPA who do an onsite meeting
for £395.00. Clerk to organise.

19. To receive the tree report and resolve actions and expenditure.
This was noted and Clerk was obtaining a quote for the works required — with one
tree in the Kingston Road area and others in the cemetery needing work. No
response from the contractor to date, Clerk to chase.

20. To receive any updates on Legion rent payments and resolve any actions.
No report

21. To resolve the Clerk to attend the Annual Clerk’s conference in October
Clirs resolved for the Clerk to attend the two day conference, splitting the costs with
Whiteshill and Ruscombe PC

22. To receive information on face to face meetings starting back in May and
discuss / resolve how this will be managed.
At present, the legislation is not being extended to allow remote meetings after 7™
May. This could therefore have implications on face to face meetings depending on
Covid restrictions in place at the time. Clerk to monitor the situation and will put a risk
assessment in place if face to face meetings have to occur in May after the elections.

23. Consideration on procurement of iPads for sole use by councillors for use on
PC business
Clir P Garrett raised the issue that with the new e-mail system, would it be beneficial
for all Clirs to have a Council tablet each for all Council business. This was discussed

Signed / Date pg. 791



and the considerations that will need to be looked at such as costs, maintenance and
repairs, what can and can’t be done on them etc. This is something to look into and

put together a spec, however due to costs, it may be something for the next precept.
Clerk to ask around other parishes that may have already done this to ask for advice.

24. Accounts

e To receive update on insurance claim excess and resolve actions.
Clerk had chased, but no response to date. Therefore it was resolved to carry
over the payment for Rradar onto next months agenda where hopefully a
response will have been received.

e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
This had been circulated.

e To approve the following payments in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax, and pensions £1471.69 LGA 1972 5112
(2)
Pensions Act
2011
Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities, phone, £73.38 LG(FP)A 1963 s5
mileage, microsoft 365, Zoom,
Helen Dunn NDP expenses £ 453.14 Localism Act
2011
Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 180.00 LGA 1894 s8
Rradar Limited Insurance excess not resolved, £ 1,000.00 LGA 1972 s111
carried over to next month
Rradar Limited Insurance VAT not resolved, £ 220.00 LGA 1972 s111
carried over to next month
GAPTC ClIr training course £ 50.00 LGA 1972 s111
Assettrac Scanner for cemetery £ 738.00 LGA 1972 s124,
125
Danielle Ellis Newsletter NDP £70.32 Localism Act
2011
P Butcher 20 is plenty signs £ 31.98 Highways Act
1980 s274
G Simms 20 is plenty signs £ 84.95 Highways Act
1980 s274
Michelle Bolger Solar farm grant for WAG £ 6457.00 LGA 1972 s111
expert landscape
consultancy Itd
Morelock VAS battery £ 69.60 Highways Act
1980 s274
Edge IT Migration of e-mails £ 365.76 LGA 1972 s111
P Garrett Pavilion door hooks £37.71 LGA 1894 s8
Tree Maintenance Tree surveys £ 506.12 LGA 1894 s8
25. Next meeting
*= Monday 12" April Planning meeting 7.30pm
= Monday 19" April Full Council meeting 7.30pm
= Monday 26" April Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm
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