LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

n "FOUNDATION

Slimbridge Parish Council
Tel: 07943 894637

E-mail: clerk@slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Website: www.slimbridge-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Slimbridge Parish Council Meeting via Zoom,
at 7.30pm on Monday 18t January 2021

Present: Chairman P Garrett, Clirs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore, P Cope, S Tilley, A Butcher,
Clerk - Helen Dunn, District Clir H Jones, County Clir S Davies, 3 members of NDP group, 1
member of Quiet Lanes group, Barbara Pond — GRCC, 1 member of Village hall committee,
1 member of Legion Social Club, 1 member of Wisloe Action Group, 5 parishioners

1. To note apologies for absence
District Clirs G Craig and L Green

2. Declarations of interest on the agenda
Clir S Tilley — pecuniary, ltem 11.

3. Public 10 minutes
A member of the Quiet Lanes group asked if the item relating to VAS and ANPR
could be deferred and a separate meeting held this week with the group before
decisions are made. Clirs resolved to accept this and therefore Item 19, points 3 and
4 will be deferred.

4. To approve minutes of meetings on 16" & 30" November, 7" and 215
December 2020 and 4'" January 2021 as a true record.
The minutes had previously been circulated and resolved as a true record.

5. To invite Barbara Pond from GRCC to give a 5 minute talk on Slimbridge
Housing Need Survey, and to resolve actions from this.
B Pond explained how GRCC work with Stroud District Council and Gloucestershire
Housing Associations in facilitating Housing Need Surveys (HNS) for the area. This is
done on a rolling basis and Slimbridge has come up to have a HNS done. GRCC
suggested this was done as a priority to link in with the NDP being done. The last
HNS was done in 2007, and since then the questions have changed to include
information on down-sizing, pricing, shared ownership and a new section on
Community Led Housing. It was mentioned how the previous HNS and Stroud DC
went against the wishes of the Parish when Bartons Field was created. This was
noted with the feelings of the Parish Council being expressed that they did not wish
for Stroud DC to be involved due to the lack of trust created from previous
experience. Clir H Jones will relay this information back to SDC. B Pond will be in
touch soon with regards to the HNS.
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6. To discuss the Slimbridge Legion rent (committee members invited) request
and resolve actions.
The Legion had sent a copy of their accounts and these had been circulated. They
had received the £10,000 grant from the Government. Discussion was had on the
amounts they had in the bank to carry forward, which is being used for their current
bills which they have to continue to pay. They were asked what could they afford to
pay towards the rent, to which they stated that anything they would have to pay
needs to come out of the small amount they have left, which is paying continuous
bills.

Clirs felt that the £10,000 they received should be used to cover their income loss
which pays for bills, and therefore this should cover the rent too. It was also
mentioned that without any income coming in from the main source of Skittles teams,
it would be a big ask for the Legion to pay their rent.

Clir H Jones asked if the Legion had applied for the grant for Community Resilience
funds through SDC, the deadline for this was 29" January. Clir H Jones to forward
the information to the Clerk to send to the Legion.

It was resolved to defer any decision on this matter until the Legion had applied for
this fund to see if they are successful.

7. To receive report from County Clir Stephen Davies

e Glos CC are to be offering a Kickstart Scheme as part of a government initiative to
give jobs to 18 — 24 year olds.

o Ash die back is an issue in the county and there is a replanting scheme to be part of
if areas can be identified.

o Glos CC have published their budget which includes monies for vulnerable children
and new secondary schools, along with funding for Highways. The budget is
available on line for the public to make any comments.

e Ofsted report shows a gradual improvement and is complimentary, but there is still
work to be done.

¢ The footpath behind the playing field is nearly complete and should be open at the
end of January.

8. To receive report from District Clirs H Jones, G Craig, L Green

¢ Grant funding is available to local businesses for covid relief.

e Covid figures in the county are starting to plateau and go in the right direction.

o SDC are helping traders be able to trade properly with safety measures in place.

e There is phone number if people are concerned with anyone breaking covid rules
for people to contact Stroud District Council to report.

o The Local Plan was due to go to Environment Committee in February, however
due to covid and lack of resources, this has now been put back to either 2" or 9
March, then full council on 18" March (again this is dependent on current covid
issues). The recent change in housing numbers that had been put forward
through a paper from the government have now been altered and therefore the
numbers required from Stroud in the Local Plan is 630 per year. The current land
supply is still reasonable at around 6.5years, so should be able to defend any
applications from developers for the time being.

o Elections are still being planned for May, although there is the possibility of delay
due to Covid.
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9. Clerk’s report
No report

10. To review the current situation with the travellers at Patch Car Park and adopt
policies in relation to this.
The Parish Council had given the travellers a letter with 48 hours’ notice to move on,
which they did not; therefore the Clerk triggered legal proceedings through the Parish
Council insurance on Monday, with bailiffs going on site Tuesday morning presenting
an eviction letter. The travellers left of their own accord on Tuesday afternoon,
therefore bailiffs were not required on site Wednesday morning. Clirs P Garrett and P
Cope cleaned up the car park and it was then made secure and locked for the
current week.

Clirs resolved to adopt the new policies which will enable the legal process to be
triggered straight away if this situation occurs again on any land owned by the Parish
Council. It was also noted new legislation may be coming in making it easier to evict
travellers illegally camped on public and private land.

It was asked if the car park management company had charged the travellers for
breaking the rules on parking restrictions. The response was that they haven’t due to
unable to obtain a permanent address for the travellers as they often have no fixed
abode.

The car park has now been made secure with the height barrier having additional
bolts and locks so as it is unable to be tampered with. It was therefore resolved to re-
open the car park from tomorrow morning.

11. To receive a report from Wisloe Action Group (WAG), and where appropriate
discuss any actions / expenditure from Slimbridge PC.
Clir S Tilley was put in the waiting room due to his interest.

WAG had sent a report out this morning asking for an additional meeting with Clirs
before setting the precept for them to look at the process of responding to the draft
Local Plan and the potential costs this could involve for the Parish Council to
consider. It was felt by some that the issue of Wisloe (PS37) is one of the biggest
things affecting the parish and needs consideration of funds to take this through.

Clirs noted that the report had come in at the 11" hour and didn’t allow time for it to
be read by Clirs to consider for the meeting, especially those who are working. It was
also noted that the professional fees budget is not solely for consultancy fees for
planning, although set up with this as a main aim, but it is also for other situations
such as paying of the legal fees of removing the travellers.

It was resolved to have a short meeting this week with WAG to allow for an update
on the process and any potential costs for the Clirs to discuss for the budget. The
precept will therefore be set at a separate meeting on Monday 25" January.

WAG also updated on the following: their response to the Housing Options paper and
this will be forwarded to the Parish Council; there had been no information from site
proposers on any plans; letters had been sent to ECT and GCC regarding flooding
issues over the Christmas period and how this affected the Wisloe (PS37) site; and
the progress on the mapping of the landscape assessment project.

Clir S Tilley was invited back to the meeting.
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12. Planning applications
Clirs P Cope, P Garrett, and A Butcher

o Applications:
None received.

e Permissions:

13. Next planning team and signatories of accounts
Clirs E Ferrigno, J Cullimore and R Payne

14. To receive e-mail information from a resident with concerns of the waste
disposal depot at Gossington and their use of the layby becoming a hazard to
use with regards to the residents home access.

A resident who has access to their property by the layby next to Gossington waste
depot has reported issues of restricted access due to the waste depot being over
capacity for parking of their staff vehicles. E-mails have been circulated on the issue.
Clirs addressed this to both District and County Clirs as the waste depot is owned by
SDC and Highways is the responsibility of Gloucestershire County Council.

The homeowners feel their complaints are passed round in circles with no solution
ever occurring. Highways have been on site and Stroud have also asked that Ubico
ask their workers to park appropriately to prevent access issues. Clir H Jones notes
the capacity issues at the site and state that they do what they can within the
circumstances, and generally do their best to not cause issues.

Clirs feel that there are more vehicles on site now more than ever, and that the
residents next to this site need to feel heard and shown that things are being done.
Clir H Jones will address this again at Stroud DC with those responsible for the site.

15. To receive report on Neighbourhood Development Plan and resolve next
actions / expenditure.

e To note NDP chair report on Housing Need Survey. To resolve the NDP including
their own HNS in their questionnaire, and the GRCC HNS could dovetail into this
when it is also done.

The Chair of the NDP reported that the working group doing the questionnaire
were now on version 7.5 and this has been a considerable amount of work and
effort put in to get to this stage. Updates were given in relation to the HNS and
the NDP itself and how this can be used. The NDP group also wish to have a
section in the questionnaire for their own HNS, and this was supported by the
Parish Council.

16. To receive report on the Uley, Cam and Dursley Greenway linking up to
Slimbridge.
P Butcher attended this meeting and noted that this is a several year project to
achieve the links, which have so far been done from Uley to Cam and Dursley train
station, and are now looking at going to Coaley and finishing at the Sustrans route 41
at the canal at the far end of Slimbridge. P Butcher is currently waiting for the maps
to show the potential details of the route and will circulate once received. The next
meeting will be in March.
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17. To receive updates with regards to the works carried out on a property which
used Parish Council land for their construction vehicles, materials, and access
without permission and resolve continued actions.

The damage done to the badger sett on the land belonging to the Parish Council had
been reported to the police and had a crime number. The police had been in touch
with the house owner regarding this issue.

Clir P Garrett had hand delivered a letter to the house owner before Christmas, but
no response has been acknowledged from this. Clirs now resolved to send a
recorded letter to the owner, requesting a meeting to discuss the land damage and
the removal of the fence and how this will be repaired. This to be done in the first
instance with the hope of it being an amicable arrangement for repairs to be
completed.

18. To discuss and resolve actions with regards to flooding issues in the parish
over the Christmas period.
On the evening of 23 December, there was significant flooding in the parish
affecting a number of roads and properties. A resident, who has worked with the
parish council on this matter, spoke about looking at the ditch network in the parish
on the fields behind the playing field. This would mean a meeting with the IDB,
Berkeley Estate and Ernest Cook Trust to look at this to resolve either renewing
ditches or having some dug out. A similar project had been undertaken elsewhere in
the village and the impact of this had had huge benefits. Clerk to organise a zoom
meeting for this.

It was also noted that the works STW did in the village were on a 3yr monitoring
programme, and it was resolved to ask for the reports on this, along with the impact
of having the storage tank at the White Lion and if this achieved anything. It is felt
that the works by STW did have an impact on St Johns Road, however, Ryalls Lane
was flooded with the return valves on properties not working properly, and gardens
and some houses being flooded by sewage.

Clirs also requested Clerk contact the IDB and the Environmental Agency to ask if
there were any problems on that evening as it seemed there was some form of
blockage somewhere, and suddenly the water began to disappear as if something
had been released. Clirs also reported the drains on the A4135 being blocked over
the motorway and need clearing as this probably also contributed to the flooding
issues.

19. Highways

e To receive updates on the TRO for double yellow lines at St Johns Road and the
Patch and to respond to the e-mail from the TRO officer regarding alternative
parking locations and options.

An update had been received from the officer asking for confirmation from the
Parish Council on the double yellow line scheme and if there was any room for
compromise in parking solutions. Clerk had put together a report with a number
of options. Discussion was had on possible compromises of allowing parking on
the car park, but this produced its own problems of the height barrier and having
to obtain planning condition changes; also, single yellow lines on the other side of
the canal allowing for time restricted over night parking; and potential parking
issues being moved elsewhere in the parish. The officer had received 18
objections and 18 support letters for the lines, and was now having to respond to
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them all. It was noted that the majority of objectors were boat owners, and whilst
not residents of the parish, were entitled to a say as they were classed as
Highway users.

The majority of Clirs resolved to remain with the original proposal of double
yellow lines from Cypress House all the way down to WWT.

¢ To note any response from Highways on Slimbridge matters:

= To discuss and resolve potential actions for Ryalls Lane parking issues.
A number of e-mails had been received on the condition of Ryalls Lane and
the amount of parking that is occurring on unofficial laybys, which then
creates mud on the roads, causing hazards. Discussion was had on
Frampton on Severn and how they have logs on the side of the road and
white painted rocks which prevents this. Clerk to ask how they went about
doing this. Clerk had also written to CaRT as the majority of cars parking
belong to moorings on the canal, and how CaRT can assist in this issue as
there are no designated spaces for parking — no response has yet been
received.

= To note Highways response with regards to Narles Road white lines and
resolve action on this
Despite Highways previously stating they would provide a single white line to
prevent parking close to this junction, they now require further evidence such
as photos and correspondence from the waste trucks to say they have access
issues. ClIr P Garrett to speak to the residents.

e To receive report from Slimbridge Quiet Lane and resolve any actions /

expenditure.
No report

¢ Due to new information on the ANPR’s in relation to police support; to review the
purchase of 3 VAS'’s to having 2 and putting monies forward for an ANPR.
Deferred.

e To receive updates on the works by Gigaclear on Cambridge Village Green and
resolve any actions on this.
Clerk had contacted Gigaclear and they stated they would be in touch soon, no
further updates at present.

e To discuss options on a tidy verge / pavements project (Clir A Butcher)
This to be looked into a bit more once Covid restrictions lift. The Neighbourhood
Warden can assist in a litter pick community session.

20. Footpaths — to receive report.

e To resolve Clir A Butcher takes on footpaths with Clir S Tilley
This was resolved.

Clir S Tilley mentioned that footpath CSL2 has a footbridge that is in need of
repair. Clerk to report to Public Rights of Way.
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21. Slimbridge cemetery and St Johns Churchyard - to receive report.

e Tolook at a project of extending the path in the cemetery to the second section,
and the possibility of solar lighting on the car park and resolve actions on this.
Discussion was had on extending the footpath from the current location to the
edge of the green burial. It was resolved to leave this for the time being until more
information can be found on the lighting issue for the car park.

Discussion was had on lighting options such as solar lighting; options of having
wiring around the house connected to the Village Hall (this has possible issues
surrounding the listed status); and who is responsible for the lighting that went in
in the first place — Village Hall or Parish Council? The VH member will look
further into lighting options; Clir P Cope will ask a previous member if they recall
who was responsible for the lighting when it first went in, and if there is any
written evidence of any of this in any agreements etc?

An agreement would also need to be in place as to who has responsibility once
the outside lights are installed for future reference and maintenance.

Clir P Cope had checked the gravestones and one is loose, Clir P Cope to
contact owner to fix. For the next agenda to look at radar devices to identify
where the burials are in the green section.

22. Slimbridge Playing Field / Pavilion
o Parcs projects — To receive reports and resolve actions and expenditure.
» To receive updates on the amphitheatre, and resolve actions and
expenditure.
One quote was only received late this afternoon; therefore, it was resolved to
look at this in February when everyone has had a chance to look. One other
quote has been received, with no response from one and one unable to quote
due to distance.

o To receive updates on the school bridges.
Bridges require wire mesh putting on the sides, and for the school to confirm their
procedures on using the bridge. It is aimed to be open for the end of January.

¢ To note the ditches on the land, where the bridges have been built, had a
significant amount of water in them during the Christmas period; to resolve
actions on if these could be cleared to prevent any potential flooding.

Clir A Butcher had sent photos of the ditch on the field where the bridges are with
flowing water, these will be included in the discussion to put to Ernest Cook Trust
for flooding issues and ditch clearance.

e To note playing field gate lock and chain replacement and access; resolve
actions / note actions taken.
A rogue chain had appeared on the playing field gate, which none of the
keyholders knew about. ClIr P Garrett had removed this so as the council
regained their access of this.

e To resolve additional hooks to the pavilion garage doors to keep them open to
prevent further damage.
The pavilion garage doors continue to cause issues with regards to being hooked
open in bad weather. It was resolved to purchase 4 strong straight hooks that will
keep them open without swinging about. This would be the best option to reduce
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

damage, although noting it will need a hole drilling in the door to fix. Clir P Garrett
to complete.

To receive report from Clir P Garrett on Severn Voice meeting

The minutes from the meeting had been circulated. It had been noted that the VAS
that had been discussed to be purchased for the SV hadn’t gone ahead as no-one
took ownership of the project. No further comments were had.

To resolve verge cutting contract and discuss verge management options as
per SV meeting discussions.
Clirs resolved to continue with the contract noting the uplift of costs.

To resolve expenditure for new Clir training for Clir A Butcher
It was resolved to authorise the expenditure of £50 for Clir training for Clir A Butcher.
This is booked in for March.

To discuss the noticeboards and whether to look to purchase new ones or
ways to fix the current ones if viable.

Clir P Cope had obtained quotes for replacing both noticeboards in the parish, with
the cheaper quote coming from a local contractor. These would have to be
purchased through the precept once resolved. A parishioner had offered to fix the
current noticeboard in Cambridge for a cost of £30. It was therefore resolved to take
up this offer. Clerk to get a second key cut for the noticeboard.

. To consider and resolve PO box address for the Parish Council.

Due to concerns of the Clerk’s home address being on all public documents, raising
safety and data protection reasons, it was resolved for a PO box address to be used
at an annual cost of £236, this would cover the address and the Clerk picking up post
regularly from the post office. Clirs proposed and resolved this was done.

To consider request from SDC with regards to a voluntary donation towards
emptying the 3 Parish owned dog bins.
Clirs resolved not to contribute to this.

To consider an additional bin at the Patch car park.
After discussion it was resolved to monitor the litter levels and if it became an issue
then a bin from the playing field could be moved and used here instead.

To discuss Cambridge Village Green Christmas decorating — annual event, and
resolve any actions / expenditure for this.

There had been many compliments with regards to the volunteers that had decorated
the tree on the Cambridge Green for Christmas. The Parish Council resolved to look
at having a budget in the precept (approx. £150 / £200) that could contribute to this
for future years. Future events such as carol singing could be had, with some
parishioners willing to donate towards this too.

To note the Ash Dieback planting scheme through Gloucestershire CC and
resolve any participation.
It was resolved not to participate in this as no locations could be identified.

To discuss a Parish Communications Network plan
It was resolved not to have anything set up.
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33. Accounts

o To resolve the precept for 2021 / 2022
It was resolved to have an extra ordinary meeting next Monday (25%) to resolve
the final precept.

e To approve bank reconciliation and budget
This had been circulated with no further comments.

e The following payments were approved in accordance with the budget

Staff Salaries, tax, and pensions £1471.69 LGA 1972 s112
(2)
Pensions Act
2011
Helen Dunn Expenses - Utilities (January), £ 70.68 LG(FP)A 1963 s5
phone, mileage, microsoft 365,
Zoom,
Steve Marshall Village Maintenance £ 180.00 LGA 1894 s8
Keith Garner Phone box lighting £ 26.50 LGA 1894 s8
JB planning Planning consultancy £ 2,576.34 LGA 1972 s111
P Garrett Pavilion and car park expenses £ 50.52 LGA 1894 s8
34. Next meeting
* Monday 25" January Extra ordinary meeting of full council 7.30pm
= Monday 1% February Planning meeting 7.30pm
* Monday 15" February Full Council meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10pm
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