
Slimbridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) steering group 

Tuesday 21st July 2020 via Zoom 

 

Present: Helen Dunn (Parish Clerk), Cllr Steven Tilley (ST), David Thombs (DT), Jenny 

Cotterill (JC), Chris Bailes (CB), Phil and Anna Butcher (PB, AB),  

1. Appoint a Chair and Secretary 

DT took on the Chair role with everyone agreeing this. Parish Clerk has been given 

additional hours by the Parish Council to assist the group and therefore will do the 

minutes, publicity etc 

 

2. Work through the Terms of Reference template and resolve 

This was talked through and resolved. DT to circulate updated version and this will 

go on the website. Discussion took place on getting other people involved – such as 

from local businesses, community groups and the farming sector. ST to talk to a 

couple of people in the business section. Clerk to publicise this in e-mail and 

facebook to recruit more members. The quorum would be 3 which doesn’t include the 

Clerk. Action: DT, ST, Clerk 

 

3. To resolve to complete members interests forms 

After discussion this was resolved. It was noted Cllrs interests are publicly available 

on both Parish and District websites. Personal information will not be made public for 

steering group but their interests will be public. Action: All members to complete a 

form. 

 

4. Work through the Communication Strategy template and resolve  

Clerk to circulate a template completed by another group for this to consider, it was 

noted this could be resolved via e-mail. Action: Clerk 

 

5. Work through the Project Plan template, look at timescales, deadlines and 

consider the budget. 

Clerk to follow up with Simon Maher at SDC on the completion of the designation as 

the consultation period has now ended. Action: Clerk 

DT had updated the project plan sent by GRCC and it was pleasing to see a couple 

of items completed and some in progress at this early stage.  

The first stage of funding for the NDP had been successful. This will cover costs for 

an initial survey and analysing by GRCC 

 

6. To discuss Slimbridge NDP and its relation to Wisloe should this go ahead. 

The NDP just needs to do its job regardless of how Wisloe sits within this. Wisloe is a 

strategic site of Stroud Local Plan in its consultation phase and needs to be 

acknowledged and monitored as to its progression of where it lies in the final 

outcome.  



 

7. To resolve the re-use of the following documents: Slimbridge Village Design 

Statement 2016; Slimbridge Village and Community Plan 2010; Profile of 

Slimbridge - Inform Gloucestershire 2019; Any other existing documents which 

may be useful e.g. WAG dossier and WAG analysis of SDC reps re Wisloe. 

These documents are a good starting basis and with some work on updating their 

validation are a useful tool to begin the process with. 

 

8. To begin the evidence gathering and how to go about this. 

DT had circulated a list of a number of scenarios that could occur and how this may 

affect the decisions to continue with an NDP. From discussions on this the following 

actions were put together: 

Clerk to check with SDC on its current land supply and the effects of this on the Local 

Plan and any NDP produced. Action: Clerk 

Developers meeting the housing delivery test, how is the risk quantified. ST to find 

out how other NDP’s have fared – how many have been produced and how many 

have had issues with this. Action: ST 

Having to constantly review the NDP – concerns of it becoming out of date straight 

away, or not in keeping with the Local Plan or NPPF. PB to look into what the 

minimum requirements are on reviewing an NDP. Action: PB / AB 

Legal challenges on NDP’s – what are risks of developers challenging Slimbridge 

NDP, who would bear the cost of this. JC to look at how many NDP’s have been 

challenged and what the outcomes were of this. Action: JC / CB 

 

9. To set actions for the group and resolve the next meeting date 

To achieve actions within a 2 week time frame and send results to DT to collate into 

a report for consideration by Parish Council. Action: DT 

Are there any further scenarios, risks or benefits to consider? 

Encourage as many people who can, to sign up to the Parish Council newsletter to 

receive information. Action: all  

Clerk to ask Council to consider costs for a banner to advertise this. Action: Clerk 

 

10. Next meeting date: 

Monday 10th August 10am via Zoom 

 

 

 


