Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE’s) guide to Quiet Lanes

Frequently asked questions

What are Quiet Lanes?

Quiet Lanes are minor rural roads, typically C or unclassified routes, which pay special attention to the
needs of walkers, cyclists, horse riders and other vulnerable road users, and to offer protection from
speeding traffic. Cars are not banned from Quiet Lanes and the use of Quiet Lanes is shared.
Measures such as lower speed limits and discrete road signs aim to encourage drivers to slow down
and be considerate to more vulnerable users who can in turn use and enjoy country lanes in greater
safety, with less threat from speeding traffic.

Why promote Quiet Lanes?

The Quiet Lanes initiative forms part of CPRE’s Safer Country Lanes campaign. This seeks to protect
country lanes and villages from the adverse effects of speeding traffic by calling for lower speed limits
and widespread designation of Quiet Lanes. Speeding traffic blights many villages and has led to
numerous collisions and fatalities. Fatal car crashes occur most frequently on rural roads and it is no
surprise that speeding traffic has a significant impact on people’s quality of life. CPRE’s Rural Traffic
Fear Survey 1999 found that 65% of people felt threatened either all or some of the time by speeding
traffic on country lanes. A Quiet Lane may not be the most appropriate solution to motorists
persistently driving at excessive speed, but they can be part of a package of measures to improve
transport choices. Quiet Lanes can help make country lanes feel safer, pleasant and less intimidating
to pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and all who enjoy them, by aiming to reduce the risk of collisions
and reclaim their tranquillity and local character.

Will Quiet Lanes act as a form of traffic calming?

Quiet Lanes are designed to make country lanes safer and more accessible to vulnerable users. To
achieve this, CPRE believes Quiet Lanes should have speed limits of 20mph. Quiet Lanes are not,
however, a means of tackling safety problems on a particular stretch of road and should not be seen
as a way of banning or significantly calming traffic. Measures can be taken to help deliver the aims of
Quiet Lanes, but these should be in keeping with the local character of the area. Examples include
varying verge maintenance, soft landscaping, removal of road signs, road surface treatments or even
planting grass in the middle of the road. Traditional traffic calming measures such as speed cushions,
humps and high visibility signs are often more appropriate to urban areas.

What do Quiet Lanes look like and will they clutter the countryside with signs?

Quiet Lanes will vary from area to area, but the sign of a successful Quiet Lane is that it looks similar
to the existing lane. Quiet Lanes should be designed to protect and enhance the local character and
distinctiveness of the countryside. Signs should, therefore, be discrete whilst indicating clearly to road
users that they are in a Quiet Lane. Signs should neither detract from, nor clutter, the countryside.

Some features that would be noticeable are:

e Quiet Lanes signs — a national Quiet Lanes sign has been developed to identify entry into and
exit from a Quiet Lane. At the exit, the Quiet Lanes emblem is crossed out. Local authorities
which have introduced Quiet Lanes have tried to ensure that these signs are inconspicuous.
In Kent, for example, they are mounted on small timber posts. Destination and way-marker
arrows can also be marked on the signs.

e Fingerposts which re-direct traffic onto more appropriate routes and away from Quiet Lanes.
In Norfolk, fingerpost destinations have been revised so as not to encourage through traffic.
Fingerposts can also be replaced or revised in a traditional style, with livery in keeping with
local character.



e The removal of unnecessary traffic signs.
Narrow lane entrance to deter through traffic.
False cattle grids are raised parallel bars across the road surface which cause a gentle
rumble as vehicles pass over them. These are aimed to raise driver awareness that they are
entering a Quiet Lane.

e Landscape features, such as hedges, verges, walls and wayside trees can be sensitively
managed to improve the landscape, retain local character and make travel easier for cyclists,
walkers and horse riders. Examples include building verges out with logs or grass to narrow
the lane width and facilitate better crossing, and planting shrubs at ‘s’ bends.

Good and well-planned design of Quiet Lanes is essential, and the local community should feed into
this process from an early stage.

Can any road be designated a Quiet Lane?

Quiet Lanes are really only appropriate for minor rural roads, C or unclassified routes, which are
single-carriageway.

Who has priority on a Quiet Lane?

The ethos is that any user group on a Quiet Lane is shared. Publicity, community involvement and
other measures should ensure drivers take even more care when travelling along a Quiet Lane.

Are lower speed limits required?

Under the Transport Act 2000, local authorities can make speed orders. This means they can take
measures to reduce the existing speed of motor vehicles and/or cycles. Although lower speed limits
are not a compulsory part of a Quiet Lane, the key is to encourage drivers to slow down and to reduce
their speeds in order to create a safer environment. Lower speed limits are, therefore, likely to be
needed and CPRE encourages 20mph as part of a broader hierarchy of rural speed limits.

How are Quiet Lanes enforced to ensure that drivers drive slowly and considerately?

Quiet Lanes are essentially self-enforcing. Enforcement largely depends on advertising the Quiet
Lanes and maintaining public awareness about their purpose. This requires a continuous programme
of promotion in order that all in the community and visitors to the area know the Quiet Lanes exist and
what they are seeking to achieve. Mobile speed cameras might be used by local police forces,
although resources for this are likely to be scarce. Frequently those motorists travelling at higher
speeds come from the local area and this reinforces the need for local community support for Quiet
Lanes as they are developed and implemented.



